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In northern Venezuela lies a range of mountains
running parallel to the coast. These mountainsywkno
as the coastal cordillera, host one of the ricltsid
forests in the world, with various life zones fraea
level up to 6,000 feet. Our destination, to expliie

rich ecosystem, was Casa Maria, a small lodge
contiguous to one of the largest tracts of recavere
cloud forest in Venezuela: The Palmichal Reserve.
Two days were devoted to an area rich in tanagers,
hummingbirds, flycatchers, and warblers. Every
morning we started our day with views of
woodcreepers, tanagers, and flycatchers coming to
feed on moths over the small butterfly house, while
potoos and nighthawks called every night. To explor
the forest surrounding Casa Maria, we arranged two
outings a day, not longer than 2 to 3 hours, aid st
saw an amazing number of bird species. y L

Hato Piflero is a ranch located in a region uniquéé continent and
occupying a third of Venezuela’s territory, dometty flatlands with

watercourses draining into the large Orinoco Ri@asslands dominate
the landscape while patches of tropical dry formst gallery forest

break the homogeneity of the region. Large coneatintrs of birds can

be seen, and a viable population of wild cats remaiVe spent several
days here, and visited the roads leading to everget of the ranch.

Again, we arranged relaxed outings, not longer tBamurs, and still

saw most of what you expect to see on a reguldimgjrtour.

Among the highlights of our tour, many agreed thptomado Falcon,
Horned Screamer, Blue-naped Chlorophonia, Greerrafods
Kingfisher, and Agami Heron were among the favetritalso, a giant
river otter in Caflo San Geronimo (Hato Pifiero) weesfirst record for
the ranch.

This was our second Relaxed & Easy trip to Venezukil contrast to
other regular tours, we spent less time in thalfibut our outings were
planned for the most bird-productive sites of eladation. If you look at
our birdlist, you'll see that we still tallied ampressive list of species!

| want to thank Gertrudis Gamarra for sharing hiewledge of the
avifauna of Pifiero, and Norbert Flauger for takursginto the wild areas
surrounding Casa Maria. | hope to see you agaiammther Relaxed &
Easy adventure somewhere in the American Tropics.




For an up-dated taxonomy of the birds of the neuated region, please visit the South American
Classification Committee (SACC)_<http://www.muselsun.edu/~Remsen/SACCBaseline.html
Also, for seeing several of the videos taken os tbur, please visit the Internet Bird Collectidn a

http://ibc.lynxeds.com/users/david-ascanio




The Birdlist.

The birdlist follows the taxonomy and nomenclatafeBirds of Venezuelay S. Hilty (2003) and include
some recent taxonomic changes. As some of thesgebdave been inserted in the birdlist | havequlae
brackets the name given in the field guide. As moaed before, for further information regarding the
current accepted taxonomy of the birds in the mgital region please visit the South American
Classification Committee (SACC) at: http://www.muselsu.edu/~Remsen/SACCBaseline.html

Tinamidae
Red-legged TinamouCrypturellus erythropus-Heard in Hato Pifiero.

Pelecanidae
Brown Pelican.Pelecanus occidentali¥/arious individuals along the Caribbean coast.

Phalacrocoracidae
Neotropic Cormorant. Phalacrocorax brasilianusvarious individuals in Hato Pifiero.

Anhimidae
Anhinga. Anhinga anhingaPairs and individuals in Hato Pifiero.

Fregatidae
Magnificent Frigatebird. Fregata magnificensScattered sights along the Caribbean Sea.

Ardeidae

Whistling Heron. Syrigma sibilatrix.Several pairs along the roads inside Hato Pifierta@ly one of the
most beautiful herons in Venezuela.

Capped Heron.Pilherodius pileatusGreat views of a pair in a drying pond contigutiuforest, in Hato
Pifiero.

Cocoi Heron. Ardea cocoiVarious individuals in rivers, channels and porfslaiays near water.

Great Egret. Ardea albaDaily views, but not numerous.

Little Blue Heron. Egretta caeruleaSeen mostly in Hato Pifiero. Common.

Snowy Egret.Egretta thula.ndividuals or pairs mostly in the east side @& thnch.

Cattle Egret. Bubulcus ibisNumerous. Daily views.

Streated Heron.Butorides striatus3 individuals along Cafio Matajei.

Agami Heron. Agamia agamiAstonishing views of a single individual along ©dfiatajei. We appreciate
the fishing techniques of this species, as wetéataur boat very close to it and remained there fo
various minutes.

Black-crowned Night-Heron. Nycticorax nycticoraxJuveniles and adults in Hato Pifiero.

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron. Nyctanassa violace&cattered individuals along the gallery forestato
Pifiero.

Boat-billed Heron. Cochlearius cochleariussreat views in the optional night outing, in H&tdiero.

Rufescent Tiger Heron.Tigrisoma lineatumSuperb views of juveniles and adults in Hato Rifier

Threskiornithidae
Hato Pifiero is a superb place for enjoying anchiegribis identification in Venezuela. In the ranch
we were able to observe at length every one o$ithiois species to occur in the country.

Buff-necked Ibis. Theristicus caudatud his ibis avoids direct contact with water andssially heard at
dawn from the roosting sites. We enjoyed closesief it while they were searching for arthropods
in the fields with native grasses.

Sharp-tailed Ibis. Cercibis oxycercaPairs were seen usually before dawn as they weng fto the roost
site. This is the one with a voice like a Frenotbalance!

Green lbis. Mesembrinibis cayennensilaily views. Always near water, in wet groundshwinud. This
short legged ibis can be difficult to see in thimy season but as we were in the dry season we
reported more than 26 individuals, including a jpaian open wet grassland.

Bare-faced Ibis.Phimosus infuscatu3 he least conspicuous of the ibis given its gldmage and pale face
colors. Several were seen.

White Ibis. Eudocimus albusOnly one individual was seen along a group oépike and adult Scarlet Ibis.
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Scarlet Ibis. Eudocimus ruberGorgeous, simply gorgeous! Every day we were arekd to the ranch with
the bright colors of this ibis.

Glossy Ibis.Plegadis falcinellusA pair in the west side of the ranch.

Roseate SpoonbillAjaia ajaja. Loose groups in various wetlands in Hato Pifiero.

Ciconiidae

Wood Stork. Mycteria americanaConcentrations up to 20 individuals in ponds altregroad of the ranch.

Jabiru. Jabiru mycteriaPairs and subadults were enjoyed feeding onisklahd small reptiles in drying
ponds at sides of the road inside the ranch.

Anhimidae
Horned Screamer.Anhima cornutaWhat a view. We enjoyed close views of this weipgcies, the closest
resemblance to a unicorn in the Americas!

Anatidae

White-faced Whistling-Duck. Dendrocygna viduataAbout two dozen were seen mostly in Laguna Los
Cerritos, in the ranch.

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck. Dendrocygna autumnalid4ore than 400 individuals were flying around
laguna Los Cerritos, in the ranch.

Muscovy Duck Cairina moschataSingle individuals and small groups up to 4 induals were observed
in the ranch and in the vicinity of it.

Cathartidae

Black Vulture. Coragyps atratusDaily views.

Turkey Vulture. Cathartes auraDaily views, mostly of the North America raseptentrionalisin fact,
only one individual of the resident raadicollis was seen with certainty.

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianu€Only one individual was seen soaring low over dry
grasses in the southern road of the ranch.

King Vulture. Sarcoramphus pap#@aily views of individuals soaring over forest asemi open areas of
the ranch.

Accipitridae

Osprey. Pandion haliaetusA pair in a wetland along the road to the ranch.

Snail Kite. Rostrhamus sociabili#\ single individual in Laguna Los Cerritos.

Crane Hawk. Geranospiza caerulescengarious individuals along the road to the ranct an additional
sight at the ranch. The contrasting crescent patiehes on the wings are one of the best field snark
or the species identification.

Great Black-Hawk. Buteogallus urubitingaPair in Cafio San Gerdnimo, in Pifiero.

Savanna Hawk.Buteogallus meridionalisPairs hunting for lizards and small rodents mmiand fires
along the road to the ranch. An additional pais w@en in the ranch.

Black-collared Hawk. Busarellus nigricollis Fine studies of a pair in the southern road ofémeh. Great
photos of it!

Roadside Hawk.Buteo magnirostrisDaily views. Common and widespread.

Gray Hawk. Buteo nitidusA pair in the hills surrounding Casa Maria.

White-tailed Hawk. Buteo albicaudatudkare in the ranch. A pair was seen near the n@ise

Zone-tailed Hawk. Buteo albonotatus3 individuals were reported in the ranch, alltafaaring with
vultures.

Ornate Hawk-Eagle. Spizaetus ornatusieard in Palmichal, Carabobo. Unfortunately, #ecies was
soaring over the reserve in a cloudy day so wédawat see it.

Falconidae

Crested Caracara Caracara cheriwayVarious pairs along the road to the ranch.

Yellow-headed CaracaraMilvago chimachimaCommon and widespread. This species perches auf top
the cattle and capybaras to feed on ticks and ettiboprasites.

Laughing Falcon. Herpetotheres cachinnanA.single individual was seen twice in the foredge of
Matajei, in Hato Pifiero.
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American Kestrel. Falco sparveriusMostly seen outside the ranch. A common species.

Aplomado Falcon.Falco femoralisHato Pifiero is probably one of the best siteséaing this falcon in
Venezuela. We enjoyed two pairs flying over thasgtands and a male perched on a fence post in
our last morning outing.

Bat Falcon.Falco rufigularis. A pair flying over the lodge in Hato Pifiero.

Cracidae

Rufous-vented ChachalacaOrtalis ruficauda The explosive call of this bird was enjoyed everyrning,
with the male sayin@uatemala!and the female respondiRgerto Rico!

Yellow-knobbed Curassow Crax daubentoniA healthy population of this threatened speciesige
well inside the boundaries of the ranch. We wéite to see dozens of it every day.

Opisthocomidae
Hoatzin. Opisthocomus hoazitfrine studies in Cafio San Gerénimo and in Samé@&hd&urretly believed
to be related with a sub-saharan species, Thecdura

Aramidae

Limpkin. Aramus guaraunalhe melancholic calls fo this species were heaedyemorning. In fact, the
local name derives from the voice of@arrao (Read a¥a-rraoo!). We saw few individuals
feeding orlPomaceasnails in the small ponds and channels.

Rallidae
Gray-necked Wood-Rail. Aramides cajaneavany individuals were seen along the road westhefranch.
We also enjoyed its voice given in d@&tirley-cocal, shirley-cocal

Eurypygidae

Sunbittern. Eurypyga heliasDaily views. We spent some time learning about sbeteavior aspects of
this species from hunting insects in muddy grouondshasing other individuals by opening the
wings while showing the wonderful rosette desigrito

Jacanidae
Wattled Jacana.Jacana jacanaDaily views near the wetlands.

Recurvirostridae
Black-necked Stilt. Himantopus mexicanus.individuals were seen along the road to thelranc

Charadriidae
Southern Lapwing. Vanellus chilensisDaily views.

Scolopacidae

Spotted Sandpiper.Actitis macularia A single individual was seen on a pond at sidat®fpaved road
that accesses the ranch.

Solitary Sandpiper. Tringa solitaria.Only isolated individuals were seen this time. Mashe individuals
of this species should be in wetter country, ssbuthern part of the llanos.

Lesser YellowlegsTringa flavipesA single individual was seen on a pond at sidtefpaved road that
access the ranch.

Least Sandpiper.Calidris minutilla. Commoner than all previoi&colopacidaeThis one was seen in the
road south of the ranch.

Laridae
Large-billed Tern. Phaetusa simpled individual flying distant. Seen in the ranch.

Columbidae

Pale-vented PigeonPatagioenas (Columba) cayennen¥arious individuals perched and flying in
forested areas inside the ranch and outside of it.
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Eared Dove.Zenaida auriculataOnce heavily hunted by sport hunters, the spédisgecovered in the last
20 years and in Pifiero we observed several dafens

Common Ground-Dove.Columbina passerinadCommon in forest edge and scrubby vegetation.

Ruddy Ground-Dove. Columbina talpacotiCommon and widespread.

Scaled DoveScardafella squammat&ommon and widespread.

Blue Ground-Dove.Claravis pretiosaWithout a doubt the most beautiful of the groadlogdes in
Venezuela. We enjoyed views of various individualsale and female plumage.

White-tipped Dove. Leptotila verreauxiEasy to see in Pifiero given the large trackeast. Usually shy

otherwise. We noticed some of the field marksheflLieptotiladoves, including the short legs.

Psittacidae

Scarlet Macaw Ara macaoGreat views of several pairs and groups of ab6un@8ividuals flying and
perched birds, and several scoped! Having theselerful macaws flying virtually everywhere
while we were inside the ranch explained why igngoortant the conservation of large tracks of dry
forest in the plains of Venezuela.

Chestnut-fronted Macaw.Ara severaScarce in the ranch. Only two individuals seeri.wel

Scarlet-fronted Parakeet.Aratinga wagleri.Mainly pairs or small groups flying over Casa MaiThis
species have an interesting migration patternsadtte valleys of the coastal cordillera in
Venezuela. If you were to come in the rainy seasarill have experience flocks of about 40 to 50
individuals!

Brown-throated Parakeet. Aratinga pertinaxPairs or trios flying. A common species in the llawds of
Venezuela.

Green-rumped Parrotlet. Forpus passerinusSeen in both locations, Casa Maria and Hato Pifiero

Orange-chinned ParakeetBrotogeris jugularisThis species is apparently declining in the Llarmosl one
of the reasons is the egg-eating behavior by #u€hin Monkeys. In this trip we got to see 6
individuals.

Lilac-tailed Parrotlet. Touit batavicaOnly recorded flying well above Palmichal and Chfsaia.

Blue-headed Parrot. Pionus menstruugzlocks flying over Casa Maria every morning andrémg. We
also had a view of one individual perched atopaddoranch near Palmichal.

Red-billed Parrot. Pionus sordidusRare near Casa Maria. Only one pair scoped.

Yellow-crowned Parrot. Amazona ochrocephal&ew individuals

Orange-winged Parrot. Amazona amazonic@ his species radiates across the Andes and gstato
cordillera in Venezuela. Only a pair was seenas&Maria.

Cuculidae

Squirrel Cuckoo. Piaya cayanaOne individual in Casa Maria and additional twaha ranch.

Greater Ani. Crotophaga majorOnly one individual in a pond along the paved roeathing the ranch but
none in San Gerénimo. A local migrant?

Smooth-billed Ani. Crotophaga aniCommon in grasslands and open areas. Not numerds mnch.

Groove-billed Ani. Crotophaga sulcirostrisiFound in scrubby vegetation and dry forest edgeni@on in
Pifiero.

Striped Cuckoo. Tapera naeviaOne individual heard in Aguirre, near Casa Maria.

Strigidae

Tropical Screech-Owl.Otus choliba One individual in the optional night outing tod.Gerritos.

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl. Glaucidium brasilianumGreat views of a single individual near Casa klari
attracting a lot of hummingbirds and tanagers!

Nyctibidae
Great Potoa Nyctibius grandisOne individual scoped in Hato Pifiero.

Caprimulgidae

Short-tailed Nighthawk. Lurocalis semitorquatusGreat views (Also heard) of a pair flying overs@a
Maria at dawn.

Pauraque.Nyctidromus albicollisOne individual seen in the optional night outindds Cerritos.
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Apodidae

Gray-rumped Swift. Chaetura cinereiventrid/arious individual flying over Palmichal.

Neotropical palm-Swift. Tachornis squamata single individual was flying around the nati@epernicia
palm trees in the road west inside the ranch.

Trochilidae

Sooty-capped Hermit Phaethornis augustR individuals along the road between Casa Maréha an
Palmichal. In both situations the individuals gled some flowers at the edge of the forest and
perched in the vicinity of it. Since this hermig@gleans in spider webs in walls of houses it is
locally known ad impiacasa(House cleaner).

Ruby Topaz Hummingbird. Chrysolampis mosquitugwo females and a juvenile male were seen
foraging in the flowers of a Salado tree, in th@nrhouse of the ranch.

Violet-headed Hummingbird. Klais guimeti.This diminutive hummingbird was seen briefly imfichal.

Blue-tailed Emerald. Chlorostilbon mellisugusA male in Pifiero, feeding of flowers of a scrulaga.

Glittering-throated Emerald. Amazilia fimbriata.Incredible views of individuals singing at dawnGasa
Maria.

Copper-rumped Hummingbird. Amazilia tobaciHeard in Aguirre (Voice resembles as if it wasisgy
Erika!). Also seen in Hato Pifiero.

White-vented PlumeleteerChalybura buffoniiA male visited Casa Maria in both mornings.

Violet-fronted Brilliant. Heliodoxa leadbeateriA male in San Isidro forest, near Casa Maria.

Violet-chested Hummingbird. Sternoclyta cyanopectusNDEMIC. Great views of a male in la Neblina
farm.

Trogonidae
Collared Trogon. Trogon collaris.First heard above Casa Maria and later seen apgddn Palmichal.

Cerylidae

Ringed Kingfisher. Megaceryle torquataVarious individuals in Hato Pifiero. This is tlaedest kingfisher
in Venezuela.

Amazon Kingfisher. Chloroceryle amazon&een mainly along the Cafio San Gerénimo.

Green Kingfisher. Chloroceryle americanaOnly a pair in San Gerénimo.

Green-and-rufous Kingfisher. Chloroceryle indaGreat views of a female perched on a twig in shady
areas of the gallery forest in San Gerénimo.

American Pygmy Kingdfisher. Chloroceryle aenealNe saw 10 individuals altogether in two days!

Galbulidae
Rufous-tailed Jacamar.Galbula ruficauda Always enjoyed by everyone, pairs of this spegies
appreciated in both Casa Maria and Hato Pifiero.

Bucconidae

Russet-throated Puffbird. Hypnelus ruficollis Seen in Casa Maria and Hato Pifiero. The healvgflilis
puffbird is to catch large insects and to breakghell of it. This puffbird is about to be spfittivo
species, so keep an eye on it!

Picidae

Scaled PiculetPicumnus squamulatué. single individual of this diminutive woodpeckens seen above
Casa Maria.

Red-crowned WoodpeckerMelanerpes rubricapillusThe commonest woodpecker in urban areas in
Venezuela. Many individuals seen.

Red-rumped Woodpecker.Veniliornis kirkii. A pair was seen in Hato Pifiero, in dry forest.

Spot-breasted WoodpeckerChrysoptilus punctigulaThis species have a preference for gallery forest
although it may be found feeding on grasslandsutd for insects.

Lineated Woodpecker.Dryocopus lineatusA pair in the farm above Casa Matria.

Crimson-crested WoodpeckerCampephilus melanoleucos pair near Casa Maria.



Furnariidae
What is known today asurnariidaerecently involved two families: The Ovenbirds (Raridae)
and the woodcreepers (Dendrocolaptidae). Althohghethave been a historic controversy (For
almost 100 years!) whether if they should be tidtateone or two separate families, DNA sequence
published in 2002 have revealed that both musbhbeidered as one family, reverting all the species
into theFurnariidae The proposal for accepting this change was ma&e=ptember 2004, and the
SACC committee accepted it.

Pale-breasted SpinetailSynallaxis albescenf@ne individual along the road leading from Casaiito
Palmichal. Seen well by everyone!

Stripe-breasted Spinetail.Synallaxis cinnamomea skulky pair in Palmichal.

Crested Spinetail.Cranioleuca subcristatad pair nesting in Casa Maria. Unlike the previspscies, this
is an arboreal one.

Rusty-backed Spinetail.Cranioleuca vulpinaA pair in the gallery forest of Hato Pifiero, quiésponsive
to playback! Keep an eye to this species as it Iogagplit in two species in the near future.

Yellow-chinned Spinetail.Certhiaxis cinnamomed pair was observed near a wetland. This spesies i
fond to floating vegetation.

Plain Thornbird. Phacellodomus inornatu§everal families working in the large hanging sdsitilt in
posts and heavy branches, hanging fronSéimartrees. These nests are also used as nesting site by
some seedeaters and by the national bird of Vetezine Troupial.

Plain Xenops.Xenops minutugOne individual with a feeding flock in the farmmade Casa Maria.

Plain-brown Woodcreeper.Dendrocincla fuliginosaGreat views of a single individual visiting Casa
Maria to feeed on moths and insects attractetdoyight light bulb.

Olivaceous WoodcreeperSittasomus griseicapillugin individual was seen above Casa Maria. This
species is likely to be split into two specieg @entral America & Andes form as one species, and
the Amazonian & Guianan form as a second species.

Black-banded WoodcreeperDendrocolaptes picumnu&reat views of a single individual visiting the
light bulb mentioned with the Plain-brown Woodgee

Cocoa WoodcreeperXiphorhynchus susurranén individual seen in the farm above Casa Maria.
Formerly considered one species with Buff-throAMabdcreeperXiphorhynchus guttatus.

Straight-billed Woodcreeper. Xiphorhynchus picusSingle individual in Hato Pifiero. The race seen was
phalara,which might be treated as a separate species fufine.

Streak-headed Woodcreeperlepidocolaptes souleyetifs pair of individuals seen while in Casa Maria
area. The distinctive field mark is the thin ahdrgly curved bill.

Thamnophilidae

Great Antshrike. Taraba major.Daily views in Casa Maria. This skulky species wesn well by all tour
participants when it visited the screen coverhmglight bulb to digest some of the small moths
hanging there from the previous night.

Black-crested Antshrike.Sakesphorus canadenstssingle individual was enjoyed in Cafio San

Gerdénimo, Hato Pifiero. The specific nacamadensiss a mistake during the description of the species

Barred Antshrike. Thamnophilus doliatusA Pair in hato Pifiero.

(Northern) White-fringed Antwren. Formicivora intermediaVarious pairs were seen in Hato Pifiero.
Although Hilty followed Ridgely in treating thisdawo separate species (Andean foothills, plains of
Colombia and Venezuela and mountains north of Yasla as one species, and the Guianas as a
second species), the SACC is waiting for a forpnaposal to accept it.

White-bellied Antbird. Myrmeciza longiped-deard in the gallery forest of Hato Pifiero.

Formicariidae
The following genus was originally treated in threydous family. The antthrusheBdrmicariusand
Chamaezpare today treated as a separate family, whilathgittas Grallaria, Grallaricula,
Hylopezusand other genera) have been placed into a seganailg, theGrallaridae.

Black-faced Antthrush. Formicarius analisOne individual was heard in the farm above CaseaadMa

Pipridae
Wire-tailed Manakin. Pipra filicauda One female was seen briefly in the farm aboveaGdaria.
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Tyrannidae
The Tyrant-Flycatchers are one of the best exangdlepeciation in the neotropics. For the visitor
to the neotropics it can be both frustrating ancitang to see a number of these species coming afte
the whistle of the Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl. In owtave managed to see and learn how to identify
36 of it as Casa Maria and Hato Pinero are onkeobést places to learn about this confusing
family.

Sooty-headed TyrannuletPhyllomyias griseicep® pair above Casa Maria. The short bill is a dizggic
field mark.

Forest Elaenia.Myiopagis gaimardiiOne individual was seen twice in Canoabo. Thnis of the hardest
-to-identify Tyrannidae in Venezuela due to theklaf a distinctive field mark.

Yellow-bellied Elaenia.Elaenia flavogasterThis one was seen various times in Casa MaridraRifiero.
The split crest when excited is one of the masidfimarks.

Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoleturfihe little one to tell the other birds when a
pygmy tyrant is in the vicinity. In fact, we nickmed itMr. hyperactiveMany seen well.

Mouse-colored Tyrannulet.Phaeomyias murin@Another easy to misidentify species due to thk t#c
strong plumage contrasts. The distinctive eyelisoane of the best ways to tell it apart from other
species. Seen in Canoabo and Hato Pifiero.

Venezuelan Tyrannulet.Zimmerius improbufreviously considered one species with Paltry Tiyuéat
(Z.vilissimus), this one is basically restrictedenezuela as is also found only in northern
Colombia. Heard in Palmichal.

Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant. Pogonotriccus ophthalmicus. pair was seen by some in Palmichal.

Slaty-capped FlycatcherLeptopogon superciliariddeard along the road between Casa Maria and
Palmichal. The ear patch is the distinctive fieldrk.

Olive-striped Flycatcher. Mionectes olivaceu®©ne individual in the road mentioned above feeding
berries of a tree. Usually found in the canopy.

Northern Scrub-Flycatcher. Sublegatus arenarurithe resemblance with tiMyiarchususually drives to a
wrong identification. A pair of it was seen welllHato Pifiero, and all tour participants noticesl th
distinctive short bill.

Pale-tipped Tyrannulet (Inezia).Inezia caudataGreat studies of various individuals in Hato P@idrhe
namelneziais waiting for formal proposal to be recognizedthg SACC.

Pale-eyed Pygmy-TyrantLophotriccus pilarisGood views of “angry” individuals approaching aftiee
whistle of the Pygmy Owl, in Hato Pifiero.

Slate-headed Tody-FlycatcherPoecilotriccus sylviaHeard in Hato Pifiero.

Common Tody-Flycatcher.Todirostrum cinereunfSeen several times, in Casa Maria, Canoabo and
Pifiero. Quite conspicuous and vocal despite itdIsize.

Yellow-olive (Flatbill) Flycatcher. Tolmomyias sulphuresceriis one is another easy to misidentify in
the field. It was seen various times in Casa Mani@ good studies of the bill were taken. The old
common name “flatbill” was resurrected by the Rilggk Greenfield inBirds of Ecuadobut
unfortunately it has not been accepted by the SACC

Yellow-breasted (Flatbill) Flycatcher. Tolmomyias flaviventridRairs were seen in Hato Pifiero.

White-throated Spadebill. Platyrinchus mystaceugVhat a species with a broad bill! One individuaswy
seen fairly well in Cafio San Gerénimo, in Pifiero.

Tropical Pewee.Contopus cinereud. individual near Casa Maria, behaving as a adSsntopuslt was
sallying from a perch to catch an insect and nétgrto the same site.

Vermilion Flycatcher. Pyrocephalus rubinush conspicuous and easy to identify bird. 3 indiats were
seen in Hato Pifiero.

Pied Water-Tyrant. Fluvicola pica.Daily encounters around the lodge. This speciésnd to areas close
to water and in the llanos visits gardens of hewgi¢h water ditches.

White-headed Marsh-Tyrant. Arundinicola leucocephala/arious pairs were seen in Pifiero. Like the
previous species, fond to areas with water aratifig vegetation.

Cattle Tyrant. Machetornis rixosusTwo pairs in grassland and pastures in the vigcimiithe biological
station.

Rusty-margined Flycatcher.Myiozetetes cayanensRegularly seen in Casa Maria and Hato Pifiero. The
“yellow-breasted” flycatchers are hard to tell dpbn the case of this species the mournful and
melancholic whistle is one of the key field marks.
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Social Flycatcher.Myiozetetes similisviany pairs in Casa Maria and Pifiero. This oneddile ableached
out Rusty-margined Flycatcher. The voice also diffeesng sharp and short.

White-bearded Flycatcher.Phelpsia inornataAfter a good search we located a pair of this seealemic
species of Venezuela. The short bill and the pnemt and immaculate white beard and eyebrow
tells it apart from other similar species.

Great Kiskadee.Pitangus sulphuratuCommon and widespread. Several seen throughottiphdhe
prominent bill and the reddish wings are diagrmosti

Lesser KiskadeePitangus (Philohydor) lictorA miniature of the Great Kiskadee with thinnet,bil
preferring areas near water. 4 pairs were se@aiio San Geronimo.

Streaked Flycatcher.Myiodynastes maculatuBaily views of individuals of the resident radifficilis
were seen in the vicinity of Casa Maria.

Boat-billed Flycatcher. Megarynchus pitangua single individual was seen twice in Casa Maria.
Certainly a bird attached to a bill!

Tropical Kingbird. Tyrannus melancholicu€ommon and widespread. Further studies are ndeded
determine if this species have a local migration.

Gray Kingbird. Tyrannus dominicensi3wo pairs were seen in Pifiero. Unmistakable.

Fork-tailed Flycatcher. Tyrannus savanal he breeding behavior of this flycatcher in Vereaus still as
mystery. About 8 individuals were seen and heatddto Pifiero.

Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculiferTwo pairs in the gallery forest of Hato Pifiero.

Pale-edged FlycatcherMyiarchus cephalote#\ replacement of Dusky-capped Flycatcher in tighlainds.
2 individuals were seen well above Casa Maria.

Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus feroxThere is a regular individual at the entrancehefrain house
in Pifiero, and we saw it well. Best told by voice.

Brown-crested Flycatcher. Myiarchus tyrannulusSeveral pairs were seen and heard in Hato Pifidso.
similar to the previous species but larger anth wifous edges at the tail.

Tityridae
Studies published in 1989 and 1990 concludedThwta, SchiffornisandPchyramphugormed a
distinct group, separated from the restgfannidae In September 2007 Prum proposed to adopt
the familyTityridae, being accepted by the SACC. In Hilty’s field guitiese species were treated
asincerta sedismeaning that they appeared to be related withytlamt flycatchers but of uncertain
affinity.

Chestnut-crowned Becard Pachyramphus castaneus pair giving its sad and soft whistle was seen
around Casa Maria.

White-winged Becard.Pachyramphus polychopteru3uite dimorphic, the female can be confused as a
separate species from the male. We managed tos@ein Hato Pifiero.

Hirundidae

White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventeA pair in Los Cerritos wetland. The conspicuousta/h
patches revealed the age (Adult) of both indivislua

Gray-breasted Martin. Progne chalybeaWe saw few individuals in Casa Maria and Hato Rifie

Southern Rough-winged SwallowStelgidopteryx ruficollisWe enjoyed few individuals on the road above
Casa Maria. In the mountains this species havefanence to feed in the vicinity of narrow
streams.

Barn Swallow. Hirundo rustica.Groups of about 20 individuals or less flying oepen grasslands in
Pifiero.

Troglodytidae

Black-capped DonacobiusDonacobius atricapilluswWhat a bird with a personality! In fact, it is adly
hard to forget the first encounter with this spscin our trip we observe 10 individuals in a kng
day and enjoyed much of the display of it whileve®mthe tail sideways as the body goes up and
down, showing at the same time the conspicuousyeraheeks.

Bicolored Wren. Campylorhynchus griseu8nother flamboyant wren given its size and unigaee. A
pair was seen along the road west of the ranch.

Stripe-backed Wren. Campylorhynchus nuchalig small family group of 4 individuals was seennging
nesting material and basically taking over thepgag of a nest structure of the Plain Thornbird.
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Whiskered Wren. Thryothorus mystacali§ his species was formerly treated as one with Nmied Wren
(Thryothorus genibarbis)Ve heard one pair in the San Isidro forest, abasa®aria.

Rufous-breasted Wren.Thryothorus rutilusThis species was first heard in Casa Maria ared t&gen in
the farm above Casa Maria.

Buff-breasted Wren. Thryothorus leucotidHeard in Hato Pifiero. Another species likely taspht in the
future, from the races occuring in the Amazon tasi

Rufous-and-white Wren. Thryothorus rufalbusA pair was seen nesting in Casa Maria. This spdws a
relaxed and suit song.

House Wren.Troglodytes aedorCommon in populated areas and scrubby vegetation.

(Southern) Nightingale Wren.Microcerculus marginatusVhat a bird. We located a single individual
perched and giving its penetrating and high fregyesong. This individual was perched for such a
long time that we were able to enjoy with the sdop

Polioptilidae
Tropical Gnatcatcher. Polioptila plumbeaMany pairs were seen in Hato Pifiero. Despitenitalissize,
this species is conspicuous as it perches in apeas, calling regularly while wagging the tail.

Turdidae
Pale-breasted Thrush.Turdus leucomelafairs were seen regularly in Casa Maria.
Bare-eyed Thrush.Turdus nudigenisA single individual was seen in Casa Maria.

Mimidae

Tropical Mockingbird. Mimus gilvusVarious pairs in Hato Pifiero. Although the North énwan relative
of this species is known for its capacity to miraiber species song the Tropical Mockingbird is not
the equivalent of it in the neotropics. Look a #nd of this birdlist to find more out about it!

Vireonidae

Brown-cappped Vireo.Vireo leucophrysA pair was seen welll above Casa Maria.

Red-eyed Vireo.Vireo olivaceusThe individual seen in Casa Maria is presumabihefNorth American
(migrant) racelivaceus.

Scrub Greenlet.Hylophilus flavipesOne individual was seen in scrubby vegetationatoHPifiero. The
eye color of this species varies from pale to darkl the one we saw had pale eyes.

Golden-fronted Greenlet Hylophilus aurantiifronsTwo pairs were seen near Casa Maria. In the
mountains this species likes to follow feedingks as they search for insects from the midstarey t
subcanopy.

Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensisA great view of an individual coming to feed on
moths in Casa Maria.

Thraupidae

Chestnut-vented Conebill.Conirostrum speciosun@nly a couple in Hato Pifiero. This species is Igua
found in pairs or small groups and this time iswiéficult to locate.

Guira Tanager. Hemithraupis guiraPairs ans small flocks (family group?) near Casaid/

Hooded Tanager.Nemosia pileataSmall groups were seen in Casa Maria.

Gray-headed Tanager Eucometis penicillatalhis is one of the army ant specialists, meartiad) feeds
almost exclusively on arthropods chased by arnty. &very morning we had a pair coming to the
light bulb of Casa Maria to feed on small moth.

White-lined Tanager. Tachyphonus rufusCommon in Casa Maria. This species is so dimorplaitit was
once believed to be two separate species!

Summer Tanager.Piranga rubra.A pair was seen in Casa Maria. The pale bill &vedctested-shaped nape
were distinctive field marks.

Silver-beaked TanagerRamphocelus carb@ommon in Casa Maria, rare in Pifiero.

Blue Gray Tanager.Thraupis episcopusCommon and widespread.

Glaucous Tanager.Thraupis glaucocolpaEasily confused with the previous species we $dsvane in
Hato Pifiero. One or two individuals came to tredlés, loaded otherwise with Blue Gray Tanager
and Red-crowned Woodpecker.

Palm Tanager.Thraupis palmarumDaily views although not numerous. Casa Maria.
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Speckled Tanager.Tangara guttatad individuals were seen along the road betweeia Ghsia and
Palmichal.

Bay-headed TanagerTangara gyrolaCommoner than the previous species, about 8 halis were seen
around Casa Maria.

Burnished-buff Tanager. Tangara cayanaThis is probably the most widespreBangarain the lowlands
in northern Venezuela. We had daily views in Qdsaia and Hato Pifiero.

Blue-necked TanagerTangara cyanicollisWhat a beauty! Seen twice near Casa Maria confiegthe
whistle of the pygmy-owil.

Black-headed TanagerTangara cyanopterad pair was seen in the farm above Casa Maria. leeegye
of this species, as the race occuring in the Araaesnorthern Venezuel@yanoptera might be
treated as a separate species in the near future.

Incertae sedis
Species with an uncertain taxonomic position aradisp a historic controversy whether they should
be treated as Bhraupidaeor to Emberizidae.

Red-capped Cardinal Paroaria gularis.(NamedMasked Cardinal Paroaria nigrocinctain Birds of
Northern South Ameri¢aPairs and groups of up to four individuals weeen in Hato Pifiero. The
race to occur in the Orinoco watershed have begpoged to be treated as a separate species but for
the moment it remains as one species.

Black-faced Grassquit Tiaris bicolor. This species is only found across the Caribbegiome We had nice
views of it in Hotel Ole Caribe, close to the Gamairport.

Bananaquit. Coereba flaveolaDaily views of individuals feeding on fruit andatar. This conspicuous
species may well be split in more than 3 spe@esesime in the future!

Emberizidae

Black-striped Sparrow. Arremonops conirostrisA pair of this nice looking sparrow was seen ia tarm
above Casa Maria.

Yellow-browed Sparrow. Ammodramus aurifron€Common in the south side of Hato Pifiero.

(Southern) Grayish Saltator. Saltator coerulescen€.ommon around Casa Maria, preferring fairly open
areas.

Buff-throated Saltator. Saltator maximusl individual in the farm above Casa Maria. A forgsecies
saltator.

Saffron Finch. Sicalis flaveolaCommon in Hato Pifiero. Several adult and juveniless seen in the ranch.

Blue-black Grassquit. Volatinia jacarina.Only a female was seen in Aguirre. Although noflynebmmon
and widespread the weather may have affectedathsitgt of the species in northern Venezuela.

Gray Seedeater Sporophila intermediaCommon in Hato Pifiero. Some of these individuadsavof the
raceinsularis,treated as a separate specieBirds of Northern South Ameri@sRing-necked
SeedeaterSporophila insularis.

Yellow-bellied SeedeaterSporophila nigricollis. A male in Casa Maria.

Parulidae

Tennessee WarblerVermivora peregrinal individual was seen along the road between G&s@ and
Palmichal.

Tropical Parula. Parula pitiayumi.Common around Casa Matria.

Yellow Warbler. Dendroica aestivavarious sights. One near the airport and moreviddals in Hato

Pifiero.

Blackburnian Warbler. Dendroica fuscaAn adult male in the vicinity of Casa Matria.

Cerulean Warbler. Dendroica ceruleakor the third consecutive year we are finding #aimichal is a key
wintering area for this species. In this year @& 8 pair and a male in one day and a half. In the
wintering grounds this species likes to follow rapecies feeding flocks.

American Redstart. Setophaga ruticillaSeen around Casa Maria.

Prothonotary Warbler. Protonotaria citrea.Rare in Venezuela. One individual was seen foralgiw in
the gallery forest of Cafio San Geronimo.

Northern Waterthrush. Seiurus noveboracensiglore than five individuals were seen in Cafio San
Gerdonimo as well.

Golden-crowned Warbler. Basileuterus culicivorusv/arious pairs were seen around Casa Maria.

-12 -



Icteridae

Red-breasted Blackbird.Sturnella militaris. Two groups were seen along the road to Mata Canaeh
Pifiero.

Carib Grackle. Quiscalus lugubrisThis species was observed several times along#us inside and
outside Hato Pifiero.

Shiny Cowhbird. Molothrus bonariensisMore than forty individuals were observed in agg#rflock in Hato
Pifero.

Giant Cowbird. Molothrus oryzivoraOne individual in Casa Maria.

Yellow Oriole. Icterus nigrogularisThis one was seen various times in Hotel Ole @aautid in Hato
Pifiero.

Orange-crowned Oriole.lIcterus auricapillus One individual was scoped in the farm above Casdavi

Venezuelan Troupial.lcterus icterusWe had daily views in Hato Pifiero and it is qwieeal this time of
the year. This is the national bird of Venezuela.

Yellow-rumped Cacique. Cacicus celaVarious groups were seen in Hato Pifiero. Thisésmockingbird
in Venezuela. By listening to a male in a nestialpny we could perceive the voices of Lineated
Woodpecker and Gray-necked Wood-Rail in the reperof it!

Crested Oropendola.Psarocolius decumanu$his one is commoner than the next species akeittes
more open areas. Many were seen in Casa Maritharidrge flock we see every year in Pifiero was
absent this time.

Russet-backed OropendolaPsarocolius angustifrons$Seen in Casa Maria. Prefers more forested areas in
contrast to the previous species.

Fringillidae

Lesser Goldfinch.Carduelis psaltria3 individuals were seen along the road betweeia ®&sia and
Palmichal.

Trinidad Euphonia. Euphonia trinitatis A pair in Hato Pifiero. The validity of this specimaybe
questioned in the future because of its resemblaiiit the widespread amazonian species Purple
throated Euphonid&uphonia chlorotica.

Thick-billed Euphonia. Euphonia laniirostrisVarious seen in Casa Maria. The thick bill is min&in field
mark for field identification.

Orange-bellied Euphonia.Euphonia xanthogasteA pair in Palmichal. This is the common&stphonia
in forested areas in northern Venezuela.

Blue-naped Chlorophonia.Chlorophonia cyaneaA big thank you goes to Norbert for finding thpgesies
to us. We had nice views of a small group foraginigerries of a small tree (Pehria compacta) in
Casa Maria.

LIST OF MAMMALS AND REPTILES.

Red-tailed Squirrel. Sciurus granatensi¢iato Pifiero.
Crab-eating Fox.Cerdocyon thoudHato Pifiero.
White-lipped Peccary.Tayassu pecariHato Pifiero.
Brazilian Rabbit. Sylvilagus brasiliensiddato Pifiero.
Red-rumped Agouti. Dasyprocta leporinaHato Pifiero.

Little Brown Bat. (Molossidae). Hato Pifiero.

Capybara. Hydrochaeris hydrochaeri¢iato Pifiero.
Nine-banded Armadillo. Dasypus novemcinctudato Pifiero.
White-tailed Deer. Odocoileus virginianud-ato Pifiero.
Weeping Capuchin Monkey.Cebus olivaceuddato Pifiero.
Red-howler Monkey. Alouatta seniculugdato Pifiero.

Giant River Otter. Pteronura brasiliensisHato Pifiero. Our sight was the first record eeettiie ranch!
Iguana. lguana iguanaHato Pifiero.

Spectacled CaymanCayman crocodilus-Hato Pifiero.
Llanos Side-necked Turtle. Podocemis vogliHato Pifiero.
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