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The table-top mountains of the Guyanan shield iatlsgrn Venezuela,
northern Brazil, Guyana, and eastern Surinamesisting of more than

100 Precambrian hills with vertical walls and amgzvaterfalls, host a
high degree of endemism, both in flora and faurfees& mountains were
named “tepui” based on the Pemdn Amerindian langueaferring to the

square hills of the region. The first of these ntains to be explored was
Mt. Roraima, almost 165 years ago, by the Schonkbrgthers. They

collected so many interesting specimens that musduom all over the

world were encouraged to further explore theseusigonders.

Many of the famed ornithologists of the Neotrogies’e been associated in some way with the study of
the avifauna of the tepuis: Chapman, Whitely, Mc@sh Quelch, Tate, Phelps, Parker, Hilty, and
Islers. These magical geologic marvels have begmration for both Venezuelans and foreigners, and
the number of published accounts is endless.

Perhaps the most important event in Venezuelarthmloigy is associated
with these tepuis. In 1937 members of the stathef American Museum
of Natural History sailed to Caracas to join anexkpon to explore the

were William H. Phelps, from Caracas, and Frank pbien, of the
American Museum of Natural History. The Auyan-tepexpedition
inspired, among many other expeditions, the birthtree Coleccion
Ornitolégica Phelpsand, in 1967, publication dfhe origin of the Bird
Fauna of the South Venezuelan Highlaridsthis work, Mayr and Phelps ‘'
summarized the avifauna of several table-top mausitand analyzed the
origin of the endemic species described to date.

Publication of The origin of the Bird Fauna of the South Veneauele
Highlands was hoped to resolve many pending taxonomicablpnos
within this region. How wrong we were! A new era efplorations of the tepuis is giving light to
various pending matters. A few years ago, membiettseeoSmithsonian Institute and other organizations
reached the wall of Roraima from Guyana, produemymber of manuscripts and describing a cryptic
species, the Roraiman Antbird. Also, along withvBtédilty, | have been working to resolve some
pending taxonomical aspects of the avifauna ofr&ide Lema, and plan to submit a description of a
sibling species. In addition, professor Jorge Pefdhe Universidad Central de Venezuela has ajread
explored the summit of Guaiquinima-tepui, produceny incredible manuscript, while | have been
taking a series of expeditions to Roraima-tepuiamittg new information about the tepui endemic
species (also named Pantepui endemics).

We have explored the Sierra de Lema with such sitienot only for the Red-banded Fruiteater, Ftutis
Wren, Rose-collared Piha, Roraiman Barbtail, aratBlifronted Tyrannulet, but also for the enjoyment
of the mystery that surrounds each of these speRmsent DNA studies have revealed that the closest
counterparts to the tepui endemic species are fouBdlivia!
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But a trip to this region of Venezuela would notdmenplete without a visit to other key areas, sagh
the Cuyuni River watershed (a major tributary & #ssequibo), the extensive tropical humid forést o
Rio Grande, and the recently rediscovered Orino@dta) where forests, marshes, and savannas
represent an amazing mosaic of habitats invitiegvikitor to explore further.

On our last day we took a boat ride into the Ormbelta. | was a little concerned
about the weather, and although | warned everyanébring enough rain
protection, the clouds turned out to be just rigfttere we saw Black-chested
Tyrant, River Island Spinetail, and a Softtail get described.

We all like to hear about the total number of spe¢ound on a given birding trip.

But these numbers also underscore the richneseeoNeotropics, becoming a

valuable tool in efforts to protect the environmanthese bird-rich countries. On

our 2009 Summer Eastern Venezuela tour we talli28 gpecies, with some

families showing a remarkable diversity, includitige Psittacidae (macaws,

parrots, parakeets, and parrotlets): 22 species¢hilidae (hummingbirds): 25
species; Picidae (woodpeckers and piculets): 18ismeCotingidae (cotingas and allies): 10 species;
and the Tyrannidae (Tyrant Flycatchers): 67 species

| want to thank you for accompanying me on my fitedour in Venezuela. This was my™2gear
guiding in the tepui region, and every time | conegperience the same excitement and expectation as
if it were my first trip. | hope to see you on amet birding adventure!




ITINERARY

19 June, 2009 Flight to Puerto Ordaz followed by a short visithe Cachamay Park. There we had
an introduction to the birdlife of the Guianas. &fmidmorning we drove to Las Claritas, with vagou
stops along the road. Although the vegetation sddosh, the Cuyuni River level was low.

20-21 June, 2009 We spent a couple of days and managed to see ahtho$the tepui endemic
species, includingoraiman Barbtail singing regularly andrepui Goldenthroat acting aggressively
against othefrochilidae

22 June, 2009 The day started witbuianan Red Cotingasinging and flying back and forth right
next to our vehicle. Then a couple of Capuchinbfrdstoring the lek?), finishing with a male Scale-
backed Antbird. In the afternoon we headed to Galpana where we found a breeding colony of
Tawny-headed Swallowsmaking the first recording of the song of thiegps in Venezuela. The day
ended in Sierra de Lema with more endemics andiRaraBarbtail again.

23 June, 2009 The alarm rang at 4:00 AM. This was our last magrimlook for the tepui endemic
species, as we were driving to El Palmar in theration. Soon after breakfast we headed to Sierra de
Lema and stopped in a location where a paRed-banded Fruiteatersshowed up long enough for

us to get them in the scope. What a weird comlonatdf colors! But the best was about to come. Soon
after we celebrated the finding of the fruiteatepair ofRose-collared Pihadanded on an exposed
branch and started singing. Another great speties morning ended with more sights of the
fruiteater (a second pair) and another group cigilA welcome plate of pasta with two types of sauc
was served in Las Claritas, where we picked udumgage and drove to El Palmar. The road was
smooth with no stops. We wanted to spend someliimdéng in the vicinity of EI Palmar, where we
received a special bonus, a mdlaite-naped Xenopsarissinging and showing its crest nicely only

12 feet away from us. Other species seen today i@mezuelan Flycatcherand a race ddocial
Flycatcher that shows neither wingbars nor dusky cheeks.

24 June, 2009 Our full day in Rio Grande started in an impressiag/: A male and a femalgarpy
Eaglewere at the nest with the 45-day-old chick thas$ Wweaing fed by the female. We admired the size
of the talons, the voice, and the majesty of thecges. Once we spent enough time enjoying and
learning about the ecology of the eagle, we hetal€liraima and Rio Grande, where we saw
Ferruginous-backed Antwren, Musician Wren, Red-fanParrot, and about 15 species of antbirds.

25 June, 2009 A return to Rio Grande allowed views @bllared Puffbird, Barred Forest-Falcon,
and fourCrimson Topaz (3 males + 1 female nesting). In the afternoon vee& to Tucupita.

26 June, 2009 Our full day in the Orinoco Delta was as good aseli-stored red wine. The day
started with views of thelnnamed Softtail followed byBlack-chested TyrantandCrimson-hooded
Manakin. Later in the day we managed to seellilmamed Wagtail Tyrant andRiver Island
Spinetail. Other river island specialists includBRdverside Tyrant andRiver Tyrannulet.

27 June 2009 Our last morning was spent near Tucupita whereameS3ender-billed Kite, a lek of
Little Hermits, andFestive Parrot. On the drive to Maturin we g&uby-topaz Hummingbird,
along with19 species of birds of prey.



BIRDLIST : Underlined are endemic or special interest species.

TINAMOUS / TINAMIDAE

Tinamous were very silent this time of the year. Néard only three species, which called in few
opportunities, especially at dusk.

Great Tinamou. Tinamus majorHeard in the lower slope of Sierra de Lema, be@@m.
Red-legged Tinamou Crypturellus erythropudsdeard in the dry forest near El Palmar.
Variegated Tinamou. Crypturellus variegatusdeard in the humid forest of Rio Grande.

GREBES / PODICIPEDIDAE
Least Grebe.Tachybaptus dominicu¥arious sights in ponds around the Orinoco Detic ia El
Palmar.

PELICANS / PELECANIDAE
Brown Pelican. Pelecanus occidentalif.ew along the Caribbean coast, on the drive fiwerhbtel to
the airport.

CORMORANTS / PHALACROCORACIDAE
Neotropic Cormorant. Phalacrocorax brasilianusCommon and numerous in Delta Amacuro.

ANHINGAS & DARTERS / ANHINGIDAE
Anhinga. Anhinga anhingaFirst seen in Cachamay Park, in Puerto Ordaz|aadseen in the
Orinoco Delta. Not numerous.

HERONS, EGRETS & BITTERNS / ARDEIDAE

Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatusGreat views of a single individual along the rdéamm EI Palmar
to Rio Grande.

Cocoi Heron.Ardea cocoiSights of single individuals in Delta Amacuro antk in breeding
plumage in Cachamay park.

Great Egret. Ardea alba.Daily views in borrow pits along the roads. AlsoDelta Orinoco, but not in
concentrations.

Little Blue Heron. Egretta caeruleaOne individual along the main stem of the Orinadole we
were on the boat.

Snowy Egret.Egretta thula.One individual on the main stem of the Orinoco andadditional pair on
a pond along the road to Maturin.

Cattle Egret. Bubulcus ibisCommon and numerous around El Palmar and in theCy Delta.

Striated Heron. Butorides striataVarious individuals on ponds along the road to Céitas. Also
seen on the Orinoco and along the road to Maturin.

Pinnated Bittern. Botaurus pinnatusOne individual on a pond west of Tucupita, on duve to
Maturin.

STORKS / CICONIIDAE
Wood Stork. Mycteria americanaOne individual flying over Gran Sabana at 13001 am
additional one in the Orinoco River.

IBISES & SPOONBILLS / THRESKIORNITHIDAE
Green Ibis. Mesembrinibis cayennens®ne individual taking off from a wetland at dusk&l
Palmar.



SCREAMERS / ANHIMIDAE
Horned Screamer.Anhima cornutaHeard in the Orinoco River.

DUCKS, GEESE & SWANS / ANATIDAE

White-faced Whistling-Duck. Dendrocygna viduateRairs and small groups in El Palmar and near
Tucupita.

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck. Dendrocygna autumnalis.ess widespread than previous species but
more numerous where found. Seen mainly in El Palma

NEW WORLD VULTURES / CATHARTIDAE

The Cathartidag along with thePandionidagAccipitridaeandFalconidaerepresents what is

commonly named thBirds of Prey In a single day in the Orinoco Delta we managesee 19 of

these species.

Black Vulture. Coragyps atratusCommon and widespread. Daily views, except indta@ areas.

Turkey Vulture. Cathartes auraCommoner in forested areas than previous species.

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianugOnly one individual in El Palmar and many
more along the Orinoco.

Greater Yellow-headed Vulture.Cathartes melambrotu€ommon in lowland forested areas.

King Vulture. Sarcoramphus pap# pair soaring in Rio Grande.

OSPREY / PANDIONIDAE
Osprey. Pandion haliaetusFirst seen in El Palmar and an additional twovrttlials in the Orinoco.

HAWKS, EAGLES & KITES / ACCIPITRIDAE

Swallow-tailed Kite. Elanoides forficatusDaily views in forested areas but mainly singléiwduals
or pairs, not in groups as it would be seen indityeseason.

Pearl Kite. Gampsonyx swainsoniDne individual seen along the road to Maturin.

White-tailed Kite. Elanus leucurusA couple of individuals seen along the road fronctdpita to
Maturin.

Snail Kite. Rostrhamus sociabili$ndividuals seen near Tucupita.

Slender-billed Kite. Rostrhamus hamatu$hree individuals were seen in the swamp foreat ne
Tucupita.

Double-toothed Kite. Harpagus bidentatusA couple of individuals were seen in Sierra de bem

Plumbeous Kite.Ictinia plumbeaAlthough common and widespread, not numerous.i@aieidual
in juvenile plumage was seen in Rio Grande, witttla breast. Also, an additional individual
was seen carrying nesting material in Rio Grande.

Plain-breasted Hawk.Accipiter ventralisHeard and seen in Sierra de Lema.

Crane Hawk. Geranospiza caerulescer@ne individual in the Alto Cuyuni Road, and anitiddal
one in El Palmar.

White Hawk. Leucopternis albicollisA single individual was seen regularly in Sierealeema.

Savanna Hawk.Buteogallus meridionalidaily views in open areas in the lowlands. Common.

Black-collared Hawk. Busarellus nigricollisOne individual in a wetland near Tucupita.

Roadside Hawk.Buteo magnirostrisDaily views. Common and widespread in forest eaige
secondary growth.

Gray Hawk. Buteo nitidusSeen only three times in lowland forested areas.cdmmon.

White-tailed Hawk. Buteo albicaudatusA pale morph individual was seen in Gran Saband,am
additional five individuals along the road to Matu

Harpy Eagle Harpia harpyja.What an experience! As soon as we arrived theseanfamale on the
nest and few minutes later the male brought a fely and the 43 days old chick.
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CARACARAS & FALCONS / FALCONIDAE

Red-throated Caracara.lbycter americanusA small group of five individuals was seen in Rio
Grande.

Crested Caracara.Caracara cheriwayCommon in open areas in the lowlands and on Gadbarsa.

Yellow-headed CaracaraMilvago chimachimaEqual to the previous species, common in opersarea
and on Gran Sabana. Less numerous than previeagesp

Laughing Falcon.Herpetotheres cachinnanghis species was seen three times, always in nwist
humid lowland forest.

Barred Forest-Falcon.Micrastur ruficollis. Astonishing views of a juvenile and an adult il Ri
Grande. The juvenile perched literally over ouadeat it called insistently.

American Kestrel. Falco sparveriusSeen towards the end of the trip, along the roaddturin.

Aplomado Falcon.Falco femoralis.The regularly seen individual on Gran Sabana wperted in our
trip, representing the highest record south of@neoco River.

Bat Falcon.Falco rufigularis.Seen near Las Claritas and in Rio Grande again.

GUANS, CHACHALACAS & ALLIES / CRACIDAE

Rufous-vented ChachalacaOrtalis ruficauda.Heard in Tucupita, and later seen on the drive to
Maturin.

Little Chachalaca. Ortalis motmotA small group was seen at dawn in El Palmar.

NEW WORLD QUAIL / ODONTOPHORIDAE
Crested Bobwhite.Colinus cristatusVarious groups were seen in El Palmar. This tiney tvere
quite vocal, unlike in the dry season, when reaitent.

LIMPKIN / ARAMIDAE
Limpkin . Aramus guaraunadeard in Tucupita.

RAILS, GALLINULES & COOTS / RALLIDAE
Purple Gallinule. Porphyrio martinica Seen regularly near El Palmar.
Common Moorhen. Gallinula chloropus Seen regularly near El Palmar.

SUNGREBE & FINFOOTS / HELIORNITHIDAE
Sungrebe Heliornis fulica.One individual was flushed while entering a craethe Orinoco.

JACANAS / JACANIDAE
Wattled Jacana.Jacana jacana.Common around El Palmar.

PLOVERS & LAPWINGS / CHARADRIIDAE
Southern Lapwing. Vanellus chilensisommon between Puerto Ordaz to Tumeremo.
Collared Plover. Charadrius collaris. Two pairs in the river islands on the Orinoco.

TERNS / STERNIDAE
Large-billed Tern. Phaetusa simplexCommon, but not numerous, along the Orinoco.

SKIMMERS / RHYNCHOPIDAE

Black Skimmer. Rynchops nigeiThree individuals were seen along the Orinoco River
Pigeons & Doves / Columbidae

Rock Pigeon (1 ).Columba livia.Common in populated areas. Uncommon south of Lagt&s.
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Scaled PigeonPatagioenas speciosAstonishing views of an individual perched in Rica@de, in
the vicinity of the Harpy Eagle nest.

Pale-vented PigeonPatagioenas cayennensieen regularly in semi open areas, not above 500m.

Plumbeous PigeonPatagioenas plumbedadeard in lowland forested areas.

Ruddy Pigeon.Patagioenas subvinace8een in Rio Grande.

Eared Dove.Zenaida auriculataMany individuals were seen along the road to Maturi

Common Ground-Dove.Columbina passerin&Common outside Rio Grande and near Maturin.

Plain-breasted Ground-Dove.Columbina minutaLess common than previous, and usually
associated with wet grasslands, we saw few flyiegr EI Palmar.

Ruddy Ground-Dove. Columbina talpacotiCommon in open areas.

Scaled Dove Columbina squammat&ommon in open areas.

White-tipped Dove. Leptotila verreauxi.A pair seen near El Palmar.

Gray-fronted Dove. Leptotila rufaxilla.Various sights in lowland forested areas.

Violaceous Quail-Dove Geotrygon violaceaOne seen well by John in Rio Grande.

Ruddy Quail-Dove. Geotrygon montanaOne individual flying across the road in SierraL@éena.

PARROTS, MACAWS & ALLIES / PSITTACIDAE

This family usually gives you an idea of the staitithe habitat. In areas where the some species ha

have been heavily trapped like in the Guianas antkedocations of NE Venezuela, the lack of these

species is rapidly noticed by the silent in thesftr In our trip we managed to visit undisturbezhar

allowing views of 22 species.

Red-and-green MacawAra chloropterus3 flying over Sierra de Lema.

Red-bellied Macaw.Orthopsittaca manilataAbout 7 individuals flying over Gran Sabana at Q30
This represents an altitudinal extension.

Red-shouldered Macaw Diopsittaca nobilisFew pairs in Gran Sabana, Rio Grande and the @rino
Delta.

White-eyed Parakeet Aratinga leucophthalmavore than a dozen in El Palmar. Not very numerous,
like in previous years.

Brown-throated Parakeet. Aratinga pertinaxCommon in the Orinoco Delta.

Painted Parakeet.Pyrrhura picta.Few individuals in the lowlands adjacent to Sielea_ema.

Fiery-shouldered Parakeet Pyrrhura egregiaA group of more than a dozen individuals was sdope
in Gran Sabana.

Green-rumped Parrotlet. Forpus passerinugdeard and seen regularly in semi open areas.

Orange-chinned ParakeetBrotogeris jugularisOnly heard in Cachamay Park.

Golden-winged ParakeetBrotogeris chrysoptera/arious pairs flying and perched in lowland
forested areas.

Tepui Parrotlet. Nannopsittaca panychlorddostly heard flying high over Sierra de Lema.

Lilac-tailed Parrotlet. Touit batavicusFlocks of 20+ individuals were seen flying ovepR3rande.
Fairly common in the rainy season, and absenhduhe dry season.

Black-headed Parrot.Pionites melanocephaluSeen a couple of times, and enjoyed with the scope

Caica Parrot. Pionopsitta caicaFour individuals were seen flying over Rio Grande.

Blue-headed Parrot.Pionus menstruug:airly common in lowland forest, albeit not numeso

Dusky Parrot. Pionus fuscusvarious pairs, unfortunately only flying by.

Blue-cheeked Parrot. Amazona dufresnian&reat views of small groups (5+ ind) in lower $aede
Lema and in the Alto Cuyuni Road.

Festive Parrot. Amazona festivaA pair scoped near Tucupita.

Yellow-crowned Parrot. Amazona ochrocephaldwo pairs near Tucupita.




Orange-winged Parrot. Amazona amazonicdhe commonest Pisttacidae in southern Venezuela.
Mealy Parrot. Amazona farinoséSeveral pairs scoped, usually in the lowlands.
Red-fan Parrot. Deroptyus accipitrinusA pair seen well throughout the scope in Rio Geand

CUCKOOS / CUCULIDAE

Squirrel Cuckoo. Piaya cayanaHeard frequently and seen in Sierra de Lema atiakeitowlands.

Little Cuckoo. Coccycua minutaGreat view near Tucupita.

Greater Ani. Crotophaga majorSmall groups in the Orinoco Delta.

Smooth-billed Ani. Crotophaga aniSeveral seen mainly in grassy habitat along thdso

Groove-billed Ani. Crotophaga sulcirostris.ess common than the species above, only a pair wa
seen near El Palmar.

Striped Cuckoo. Tapera naeviaGreat view of an individual singing after a heasin on the drive to
Las Claritas.

TYPICAL OWLS / STRIGIDAE
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl. Glaucidium brasilianumHeard regularly and seen in the Alto Cuyuni
Road.

POTOOS / NYCTIBIIDAE
Great Potoo.Nyctibius grandisNicely seen in Rio Grande.

SWIFTS / APODIDAE

Tepui Swift. Cypseloides phelpaNice studies in Gran Sabana. Seen incredibly gihg low over
the grassland.

White-chinned Swift. Cypseloides cryptu# pair was observed along with a large flock opiie
Swift in Gran Sabana.

White-collared Swift. Streptoprocne zonari€ommon and numerous. Quite vocal in the late
afternoon.

Band-rumped Swift. Chaetura spinicauduscattered individuals in the lowland forested area

Gray-rumped Swift. Chaetura cinereiventri®?airs in Sierra de Lema.

Chapman's Swift. Chaetura chapmanilVe may have seen this species in the Alto CuywaicRThe
robust body and distinctive paused flight patsrggested the species.

Short-tailed Swift. Chaetura brachyuraCommon in the lowlands. Usually found to semi opsgas.

White-tipped Swift. Aeronautes montivagusleard and seen in Sierra de Lema. Usually abeehti
dry season.

Fork-tailed Palm-Swift. Tachornis squamataore than 10 individuals around Tucupita.

HUMMINGBIRDS / TROCHILIDAE

Eastern Long-tailed Hermit. Phaethornis superciliosu€©ne of the commone$tochilidaein
southern Venezuela. Seen almost daily.

Straight-billed Hermit. Phaethornis bourcieriProbably as common as the previous species, &sit le
numerous. Seen daily in Sierra de Lema and freyuienthe lowlands.

Little Hermit. Phaethornis longuemareuSreat views of 4 males singing in a lek near Titeup

Reddish Hermit. Phaethornis ruberCommon near water streams inside the forest. eying.

Gray-breasted Sabrewing Campylopterus largipenni€©nly one individual in Sierra de Lema.
Usually more numerous in the dry season.

Rufous-breasted SabrewingCampylopterus hyperythruSuperb views (Some singing) in Sierra de
Lema.




Brown Violet-ear. Colibri delphinae.Only a pair in Sierra de Lema. Way more numerause dry
season.

Black-throated Mango. Anthracothorax nigricollisAbout 4 males were seen near Tucupita.

Crimson Topaz Topaza pellawhat a view! First we saw two young males, folloMzy a female
nesting and finally had an astonishing male farggilose to the water.

Ruby-topaz Hummingbird. Chrysolampis mosquitug\nother one seen incredibly well, a male
perched near us on a stop along the road to Maturi

Peacock CoquetteLophornis pavoninusSeen several times, mostly individuals in juvepilemage.

Blue-tailed Emerald. Chlorostilbon mellisuguOne female was seen in Cachamay, and later a male
with the distinctive forked tail.

Fork-tailed Woodnymph. Thalurania furcataDaily views, but not numerous.

Rufous-throated Sapphire.Hylocharis sapphirinaGreat views of a male singing at an exposed
branch in the sub canopy in Rio Grande.

White-chinned Sapphire Hylocharis cyanusA male was seen at edge of forest in Rio Grandeyet
level.

White-tailed Goldenthroat. Polytmus guainumbiOnly one individual seen near Tucupita, usually
found in swamp areas, with floating vegetation.

Tepui Goldenthroat. Polytmus milleri.Superb views of three individuals in Gran Sabamall
occasions they were quite aggressive against dtioehilidae.

White-chested Emerald.Agyrtria brevirostris.One individual was singing at the entrance of Rio
Grande. Seen well.

Glittering-throated Emerald. Polyerata fimbriataCommon in drier habitats and very responsive to
the song of the Pygmy Owl.

Copper-tailed Hummingbird. Saucerottia cupreicaud&een twice on Gran Sabana. A recent split
and a new tepui endemic.

Copper-rumped Hummingbird. Saucerottia tobaciOne individual in Cachamay.

Velvet-browed Brilliant . Heliodoxa xanthogony&een daily in Sierra de Lema, including males and
females.

Black-eared Fairy. Heliothryx auritus.1 in the Alto Cuyuni Road. Without a doubt thioise of the
most beautifullrochilidaein southern Venezuela.

Long-billed Starthroat. Heliomaster longirostrisA pair in the Alto Cuyuni Road.

Amethyst Woodstar. Calliphlox amethystinaA female nesting in Sierra de Lema. Unfortunatly,
was not seen well due to a heavy rain.

TROGONS / TROGONIDAE

White-tailed Trogon. Trogon viridis.Seen in Rio Grande. This race occurring in the@ and
Amazon basin is sometimes treated as a separtespthe Amazonian White-tailed Trogon.

Violaceous Trogon.Trogon violaceusHeard in Rio Grande.

Masked Trogon.Trogon personatugsreat views in Sierra de Lema. Notice its altitadidistribution
in the Venezuelan Andes, where usually found al20@® meters.

Black-tailed Trogon. Trogon melanurusHeard in Rio Grande.

KINGFISHERS / ALCEDINIDAE

Ringed Kingfisher. Megaceryle torquata-ew pairs were seen in El Palmar wetlands.

Amazon Kingfisher. Chloroceryle amazona single one in El Palmar wetlands.

Green Kingfisher. Chloroceryle americanalwo pairs were seen in El Palmar wetlands.

Green-and-rufous Kingfisher. Chloroceryle indaOne was briefly seen flying over a small river in
the Orinoco Delta.



American Pygmy Kingfisher. Chloroceryle aeneddeard in the Orinoco Delta. Unfortunately it
remained in dense thick vegetation over water.

MOTMOTS / MOMOTIDAE
Blue-crowned Motmot. Momotus momotaddeard in the slope of Sierra de Lema.

JACAMARS / GALBULIDAE

Brown Jacamar. Brachygalba lugubrisA pair was enjoyed in Gran Sabana.

Green-tailed Jacamar.Galbula galbula.Nicely seen in the Alto Cuyuni road.

Rufous-tailed Jacamar.Galbula ruficauda.This species is a replacement of the previousrthern
Venezuela. A pair was seen near Tucupita.

Paradise Jacamar.Galbula deaSeen frequently in lowland forested areas.

Great Jacamar.Jacamerops aureuslice views in Rio Grande.

PUFFBIRDS / BUCCONIDAE

White-necked (Guianan) Puffbird. Notharchus macrorhyncho®ne individual was seen perched
high on a exposed branch o€acropia Currently treated as a separate species, Guianan
Puffbird.

Pied Puffbird. Notharchus tectusSeen on the drive to Las Claritas.

Collared Puffbird. Bucco capensidVhat a view! We enjoyed this species for many n@auperched
low in the midstorey, allowing us to reach tostadose as 12 feet away. An experience hard to
forget!

Russet-throated Puffbird. Hypnelus ruficollisSeen in Cachamay and near Tucupita.

Black Nunbird. Monasa atraSeen regularly in Rio Grande.

Swallow-wing. Chelidoptera tenebros&een almost daily.

BARBETS / CAPITONIDAE
Black-spotted Barbet.Capito niger.Two pairs in consecutive days were seen in Rim@aUnlike
many barbets, this species is particularly silent.

TOUCANS / RAMPHASTIDAE

Green Aracari. Pteroglossus viridisGroups of about 7 individuals were seen in thddows. Occurs
regularly at edge of forest and in farmland neagst.

Black-necked Aracari. Pteroglossus aracari.ike the above species, this one seems to toldrae
habitat as well. Seen in the Alto Cuyuni RoadPBImar and in Tucupita.

Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellinué pair was seen on the drive to Las Claritas.

Red-billed Toucan (White-throated Toucan) Ramphastos tucanuSommon in lowland forested
areas.

WOODPECKERS & ALLIES / PICIDAE

Golden-spangled PiculetPicumnus exilisA single male was observed in Sierra de Lema,endnil
pair was enjoyed in Rio Grande.

Black-spotted Piculet(E). Picumnus nigropunctatuSuperb views of a pair near Tucupita.

White-bellied Piculet. Picumnus spilogasteAfter a bit of a search in the Orinoco Delta, veded
this one as well. Observed very well in riverioeeist.

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker. Melanerpes cruentatu§een regularly in the lowland forested areas.

Red-crowned WoodpeckerMelanerpes rubricapillusSeen in open areas (i.e. Farmland, disturbed
forest, secondary growth and parks).
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Little Woodpecker. Veniliornis passerinugA pair in the Orinoco Delta were calling regular8een
in the walk across the gallery forest.

Golden-collared WoodpeckerVeniliornis cassiniA single individual was enjoyed while watching a
feeding flock in Sierra de Lema. Additionally, ¢erother individuals were enjoyed in Rio
Grande.

Golden-olive Woodpecker Piculus rubiginosusA couple of pairs were seen, one in Sierra de Lema
and the second in Rio Grande.

Waved Woodpecker.Celeus undatud-deard in Rio Grande. Despite much search we coolidee it.

Cream-colored WoodpeckerCeleus flavusA pair seen nicely in the Orinoco Delta.

Lineated Woodpecker.Dryocopus lineatusHeard in the Orinoco Delta.

Red-necked WoodpeckerCampephilus rubricollisNice views of a pair in Rio Grande.

Crimson-crested WoodpeckerCampephilus melanoleucos.couple of pairs in forested lowland
areas.

OVENBIRDS & WOODCREEPERS / FURNARIIDAE

What is known today asurnariidaeinvolved two families: The Ovenbirds (Furnariidaed the

woodcreepers (Dendrocolaptidae). Although thereetlmaen a historic controversy (For almost 100

years!) whether they should be treated as one @separate families, DNA sequence published in

2002 have revealed that both must be consideredeatamily, reverting all the species into the

Furnariidae The proposal for accepting this change was ma&eptember 2004, and the SACC

committee accepted it.

River Island Spinetail (E). Synallaxis beverlya&Ve saw this species three times, in separatedislan
in the Orinoco Delta. On all occasions we had tgvesavs and could even see the eye color. For
the description of the species, please refer iity,F5. & D. Ascanio. 2009. A new species of
Spinetail (FurnariidaeSynallaxi3 from the Rio Orinoco of Venezuelthe Auk126(3):485-
492.

McConnell's Spinetail Synallaxis macconnellA skulking species. It was seen very well in Siate
Lema.

Pale-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albescenSeen first in Gran Sabana and later near Tucupita.

Plain-crowned Spinetail. Synallaxis gujanensi§een well in the Orinoco Delta.

Rusty-backed Spinetail.Cranioleuca vulpinaThree very responsive pairs were seen in the ©@oino
Delta.

Tepui Spinetail. Cranioleuca demiss@ur first attempt was not very good, but lateriarSierra de
Lema, we managed to see it very well. This carsggcies can be tricky to see!

Yellow-chinned Spinetail Certhiaxis cinnamomeud. pair was seen in Cachamay falls.

Un-named Softtail Thripophaga sp.nowVe are about to submit the description of thicgse In the
Orinoco Delta we managed to enjoy great views qodia of it.

Roraiman Barbtail . Roraimia adustaBy far, my favorite tepui endemic species. We gegbdaily
pairs in Sierra de Lema. Astonishing!

Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner Automolus ochrolaemu®ne individual was seen in Sierra de Lema.
Unmistakable voice!

Olive-backed Foliage-gleanerAutomolus infuscatughis one was briefly seen with a mixed species
feeding flock in Rio Grande.

White-throated Foliage-gleaner(Tepui Foliage-gleaner)Automolus roraimaeAfter a bit of search,
one individual was seen very well in Sierra de Bem

Plain XenopsXenops minutu®©ne in Rio Grande with a canopy feeding flock.

Plain-brown Woodcreeper. Dendrocincla fuliginosaOne was seen along with a canopy feeding
flock. The race of Rio Grande is the largest ef$pecies in Venezuela.

Olivaceous WoodcreeperSittasomus griseicapillugieard in Sierra de Lema.
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Wedge-billed WoodcreeperGlyphorynchus spirurussee daily in lowlands forested areas as well as
in Sierra de Lema.

Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper.Dendrexetastes rufigul&reat views of a pair near the Ceiba tree
with the Harpy Eagle nest. We had to keep our eyebe eagle as well as on the
woodcreeper!

Chestnut-rumped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus pardalotu§een mostly in pairs, foraging with
feeding flocks in Sierra de Lema and in Rio Grarntkard frequently.

Striped Woodcreeper.Xiphorhynchus obsoletulice studies of one individual in the riverine fstre
of the Orinoco Delta. Called infrequently.

Buff-throated Woodcreeper. Xiphorhynchus guttatuhe commonest woodcreeper in southern
Venezuela. It was heard almost every morning &ed én many occasions.

Straight-billed Woodcreeper. Dendroplex picusThree individuals were seen in the Orinoco Delta.
This species is likely to be split on the futufeep an eye on it!

Streak-headed WoodcreeperlLepidocolaptes souleyeti pair was seen nicely in Cachamay Park.
This species have preference for drier forest.

TYPICAL ANTBIRDS / THAMNOPHILIDAE

Fasciated Antshrike Cymbilaimus lineatusA couple of pairs were seen in Rio Grande.

Great Antshrike. Taraba majorHeard in the Orinoco Delta.

Black-crested Antshrike. Sakesphorus Canadensisvo pairs were calling regularly in the Orinoco
Delta. Both pairs were seen.

Barred Antshrike. Thamnophilus doliatusdeard in Rio Grande, and seen in the Orinoco Delta

Mouse-colored Antshrike. Thamnophilus murinugieard in Rio Grande.

Northern Slaty-Antshrike . Thamnophilus punctatuBair in Rio Grande.

Streak-backed Antshrike (E). Thamnophilus insignidnteresting enough, only a male was seen
foraging very quiet. This conspicuous antshrikesaally calling in pairs, thus making me
believe it may have been nesting.

Plain Antvireo. Dysithamnus mentalig pair in Sierra de Lema.

Dusky-throated Antshrike. Thamnomanes ardesiac®een a couple of times with understory
feeding flocks.

Cinereous Antshrike. Thamnomanes caesiueen with feeding flocks as well.

Guianan Antwren. Myrmotherula surinamensiBairs were seen in Rio Grande and the Orinoco
Delta.

Rufous-bellied Antwren. Myrmotherula guttataGreat views in Rio Grande. One of the most
gorgeous antwrens in Venezuela.

Brown-bellied Antwren. Myrmotherula gutturalisSeen with every understory feeding flock in Rio
Grande.

Gray Antwren. Myrmotherula menetriesiEqual to the previous species, it was seen withyeve
understory feeding flock in Rio Grande.

Roraiman Antwren. Herpsilochmus roraimadairs were seen daily in Sierra de Lema.

Todd's Antwren. Herpsilochmus stictocephaludne individual by John in Rio Grande.

White-fringed Antwren (Northern White-fringed Antwr en). Formicivora grisea (Formicivora (g.)
intermedia)Heard in El Palmar.

Ash-winged Antwren. Terenura spodioptilaHeard in Sierra de Lema and seen later in Rio Grand
Despite of being a high canopy species, the csimigacolor of the back is a good field mark.

Dusky Antbird . Cercomacra tyranninadeard frequently as occurs in thick secondary gnoatt
edges of forest.

Gray Antbird. Cercomacra cinerascen®ne male was very cooperative in Sierra de Lenhayadg
great views of it. Towards the end of the tripaér were seen in Rio Grande.
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Jet Antbird. Cercomacra nigricansA pair seen in the Orinoco Delta.

White-browed Antbird. Myrmoborus leucophry#\ pair in the farm entrance, in Rio Grande.

Black-chinned Antbird. Hypocnemoides melanopogo8everal in the Orinoco Delta.

Silvered Antbird. Sclateria naeviaGreat views at edges of the riverine forest in@ngoco Delta.

White-bellied Antbird . Myrmeciza longipeddeard in Rio Grande.

Ferruginous-backed Antbird. Myrmeciza ferrugineaGreat views of a male walking with
confidence on the forest floor. Another hard taés antbird.

Scale-backed Antbird.Hylophylax poecilinotusA very responsive male approached to us in the Alto
Cuyuni Road.

White-plumed Antbird . Pithys albifronsOne individual briefly seen in Rio Grande. Unfordigly
we did not find this time a large ant swarm.

Rufous-throated Antbird . Gymnopithys rufigulaA pair were seen in Rio Grande, away from army
ants. This may suggest that the breeding seassm@&ayed due to the lack of rains.

ANTTHRUSHES & ANTPITTAS / FORMICARIIDAE

The following genera were originally treated wikie forevious family. The antthrushés(micarius

andChamaezpare today treated as a separate family, whilatipittas Grallaria, Grallaricula,

Hylopezusand other genera) have been placed into a segamaily, theGrallaridae. Here we follow

the taxonomy in Clements.

Black-faced Antthrush. Formicarius analisHeard in Rio Grande at dawn.

Spotted Antpitta. Hylopezus maculariu¢leard in Rio Grande, in the evening.

Thrush-like Antpitta. Myrmothera campanisonalnlike in other Summer Eastern Venezuela tours,
in this year we did not hear this species evegy thafact, it was heard only once.

Tepui Antpitta. Myrmothera simplexPatience pays back with this species. After a watdading still
inside the forest we were able to see this wondlarftipitta hopping on the ground very close
to our feet!

Scaled Antpitta. Grallaria guatimalensisHeard in Sierra de Lema.

COTINGAS / COTINGIDAE

Sharpbill. Oxyruncus cristatud-deard only once in Sierra de Lema, along withreopa feeding
flock. Unfortunately, not seen.

Red-banded Fruiteater.Pipreola whitelyi. Astonishing views of a pair foraging in the canabya
tree. We had 4 individuals scoped in a single nmgyn

Screaming Piha Lipaugus vociferangdeard in the Alto Cuyuni Road.

Rose-collared Pihalipaugus streptophorugnother one showing remarkably well. 2 pairs were
scoped in a single morning.

Spangled Cotinga Cotinga cayanarlhis species turned out to be commoner than prewiges. We
were lucky enough to see and enjoy throughoustiope 3 males in three different days.

Purple-throated Fruitcrow. Querula purpurataNice views of a small group in Rio Grande.

Capuchinbird. Perissocephalus tricoloDespite the commotion that may have forced thisisgeo
move away from the original lek we managed toXeadults calling in one of the satellite leks.
Scope!

White Bellbird . Procnias albusDespite much of our search in Sierra de Lema, weaged to see
females and males in subadult plumage.

Bearded Bellbird. Procnias averandDaily views of males and females in Sierra de Lema.

Guianan Red-Cotinga Phoenicircus carnifeXVhat a view! Early in the morning a male callechtig
next to our vehicle and flew over a open areaitammsemi exposed in a tree located at the edge
of the forest.

Guianan Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola rupicola
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MANAKINS / PIPRIDAE

Manakins represent the quintessence of neotropidd. Males have bright and contrasting plumage

while females are usually drab and dull. Malesp alisplay in leks, thus becoming a very interesting

aspect of the behavior. The last two spedtqitesand Schiffornisare probably not true manakins

and sometimes placed iasertae sedis.

Crimson-hooded Manakin. Pipra aureola.Great views of a male in the lek, in the OrinocaltB.

Golden-headed Manakin.Pipra erythrocephalaHeard many times in lowland forested areas, and
seen towards the end of the trip.

Scarlet-horned Manakin. Pipra cornuta. Great shots of a male displaying on the lek.

Blue-crowned Manakin. Lepidothrix coronataOne male heard in Sierra de Lema.

Tepui Manakin (Orange-bellied Manakin). Lepidothrix suavissima (Pipra suavissim@gveral
juvenile and a male in Sierra de Lema. Despiteetiiglish name given in Clements this species
Is not restricted to the tepuis. Therefore, gty suggest ornithologists and birdwatchers to
keep calling it Orange-bellied Manakin.

White-crowned Manakin. Dixiphia pipra.One male singing in Sierra de Lema.

White-throated Manakin. Corapipo gutturalisl male was seen in the lower part of Sierra de Lema
Silent.

Olive Manakin. Chloropipo uniformisSeen a couple of times in Sierra de Lema. Unlikstm
manakins the male of this species is olive adahmale.

Tiny Tyrant-Manakin. Tyranneutes virescen®nly heard in Rio Grande. We found this species
silent and secretive this year.

Wing-barred Piprites. Piprites chlorisHeard in Sierra de Lema.

Thrush-like Schiffornis. Schiffornis turdinaHeard in Rio Grande.

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS / TYRANNIDAE

The Tyrant-Flycatchers are one of the best exangflepeciation in the neotropics. For the visitor t

the neotropics it can be both frustrating and exgito see a number of these species coming &ker t

whistle of the Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl. In our toug managed to see and learn how to identify many

of it, and still saw individuals of three specieligh might still be un-described!

Un-named Wagtail Tyrant. Stigmatura sp. nowarious pair of this species were seen in river
islands along the Orinoco Delta. Wait for the diggion of it in few years!

Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet. Tyrannulus elatusdeard several times and seen in Rio Grande.

Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardiiHeard various times in the lowland forested araad,seen well
in the Orinoco Delta. This species is sometimed haidentify given the lack of contrasts in
the plumage.

Yellow-bellied Elaenia.Elaenia flavogasterRair near Tucupita.

Small-billed Elaenia. Elaenia parvirostrisThis one is a hypothetical for the trip. Pat ddssalian
Elaenia with conspicuous eyering. This would b@dd record because is out of the migration
period. | am keeping it in the list as a refereforehe future. Seen near Tucupita.

Plain-crested Elaenia Elaenia cristataVarious individuals in Gran Sabana, including samité the
crest laid back.

Great Elaenia (E).Elaenia dayiAfter a bit of a search we managed to locate twioviduals in Gran
Sabana. Excellent views!

Sierran Elaenia Elaenia pallatangaeVarious pairs in Sierra de Lema. Keep an eye mnaihe as it
may become a separate species in the future.

White-lored Tyrannulet. Ornithion inermeGreat views of a single individual in the Alto Cunyu
Road.

Southern Beardless-TyrannuletCamptostoma obsoletun€ommon and active in forest edge near
Puerto Ordaz and in Tucupita.
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River Tyrannulet. Serpophaga hypoleucA.river island specialist. Three pairs were seethé
Orinoco Delta.

Mouse-colored Tyrannulet.Phaeomyias murindespite the fact that many tyrant flycatchers do
have brown plumage (thus resembling the colormbase!) this species is specially drab and
uniform, with two wing bars and a distinctive lolutll eyebrow. A pair was seen well near
Tucupita.

Yellow Tyrannulet. Capsiempis flaveola single individual was seen in the Orinoco DeRhis is
odd, as this species usually forages in pairstinNgs

Ringed Antpipit. Corythopis torquatuOne was seen in Rio Grande. Great views!

Black-fronted Tyrannulet (E). Phylloscartes nigrifronsA single one in Sierra de Lema. Another one
that usually hangs in pairs, so there is a suggest a nesting pair.

McConnell's Flycatcher (Sierra de Lema Flycatcher)Mionectes macconnelli (Mionectes m.
roraimae).Currently considered a race of McConnell's Flyleatcthe tepui form is likely to be
a separate species, thus becoming a new tepunendpecies. We (Steve Hilty and myself)
are working on the proposal for it. In our 200@rteve managed to see individuals foraging on
berries in scrubby vegetation in Gran Sabana.

Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant. Myiornis ecaudatuslhe smallest passerine in the world. It was heard i
Rio Grande.

Helmeted Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus galeatusSeen frequently in Sierra de Lema and in the
adjacent lowlands.

Pale-eyed Pygmy-TyrantAtalotriccus pilaris.One individual near Tucupita.

Black-chested Tyrant. Taeniotriccus AndreiOne of the highlights of the tour. For a long tithes
species was considered a mystery among ornitlsiognd only in the six years we have
learned enough about it. Maybe, the two racesmawently recognized are valid.

Ruddy Tody-Flycatcher. Poecilotriccus russatusNot very responsive this year. After a bit of a
search we managed to locate one, and see it vaty w

Slate-headed Tody-FlycatcherPoecilotriccus SylviaGreat views of a pair in the Orinoco Delta.

Common Tody-Flycatcher.Todirostrum cinereumCommon in cleared areas in the lowlands.

Painted Tody-Flycatcher. Todirostrum pictumHeard in Rio Grande.

Yellow-olive Flycatcher. Tolmomyias sulphuresceri&een well in the Orinoco Delta. Keep an eye on
this one as it might involve more than one species

Yellow-margined Flycatcher (Zimmer's Flatbill). Tolmomyias assimilitdeard frequently and seen
in Sierra de Lema.

Gray-crowned Flycatcher (Gray-crowned Flatbill). TolImomyias poliocephalubleard frequently in
the lowland forested areas and seen in the Aliu@iuRoad.

Yellow-breasted Flycatcher (Ochre-lored Flatbill). Tolmomyias flaviventrisThis species is more
tolerant to drier habitats than the previous tpecses. It was seen near Puerto Ordaz.

Unknown Flycatcher. Tolmomyias spgJnknown species of Tolmomyias in the Delta Amaciitus
one has been seen for about 8 years and still Eogurate identification. The voice resembles
the one offTolmomyias poliocephalus.

Amazonian Royal Flycatcher.Onychorhynchus coronatu©ne was seen with a canopy feeding
flock in Rio Grande.

Whiskered Flycatcher. Myiobius barbatusLike the previous species, this one was seen with a
feeding flock, but one that occurred in the untbeys

Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher. Terenotriccus erythrurufuite vocal and active. This diminutive
flycatcher was enjoyed and scoped in Rio Grande.

Cinnamon Tyrant. Neopipo cinnamomeéleard in the Alto Cuyuni Road.

Cliff Flycatcher. Hirundinea ferrugineaPair in Piedra de la Virgen, Sierra de Lema.
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Euler's Flycatcher. Lathrotriccus euleriGreat views of a pair in the Orinoco Delta. Regdddo
riverine forest.

Fuscous FlycatcherCnemotriccus fuscatuSeen various times near Tucupita.

Smoke-colored PeweeContopus fumigatu®aily views in Sierra de Lema.

Rufous-tailed Tyrant. Knipolegus poecilurusGreat views in Sierra de Lema. A very active nvede
displaying continuously.

Riverside Tyrant. Knipolegus orenocensidnother river island specialist seen well in then®co
Delta.

Pied Water-Tyrant. Fluvicola pica.Seen in Cachamay and in El Palmar wetlands.

White-headed Marsh-Tyrant. Arundinicola leucocephala/arious pairs in El Palmar wetlands.

Long-tailed Tyrant. Colonia colonusVarious individuals in adult and juvenile plumageRio
Grande.

Cattle Tyrant. Machetornis rixosaCommon in El Palmar farmland.

Piratic Flycatcher. Legatus leucophaiu€ommonly heard and seen in the lowland foresteasare

Rusty-margined Flycatcher. Myiozetetes cayanens@ommonly heard and seen in the lowland
forested areas.

Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis his species is more tolerant to drier habitat tienprevious
one. We first saw 1 individual of the raoglumbianusn Cachamay Park, showing the two
wing bars. Later on, the unknown race locatedgtbe Orinoco River was seen and taped.
This one may well be an un-described race.

Great Kiskadee.Pitangus sulphuratusSeen daily in forest edge and secondary growthan t
lowlands.

Yellow-throated Flycatcher. Conopias parvuddeard in Sierra de Lema, and seen later in the Alto
Cuyuni Road.

Streaked Flycatcher.Myiodynastes maculatesseen in Cachamay Park. Resident race.

Boat-billed Flycatcher. Megarynchus pitanguaSeen in Cachamay and in El Palmar farmlands.

Sulphury Flycatcher. Tyrannopsis sulphure® pair were seen in Moriche palm stand in the dtove
Maturin.

Variegated Flycatcher.Empidonomus variughe individuals we saw in the Alto Cuyuni Road amd
Rio Grande might have been the austral migram.rac

Tropical Kingbird. Tyrannus melancholicuBaily views.

Fork-tailed Flycatcher. Tyrannus savann@nly individuals or pairs were seen. Not large kkec

Grayish Mourner. Rhytipterna simplexOne in Rio Grande.

TheMyiarchusflycatchers can be difficult to identifiy in theeld, especially when the observer is

exposed to various alternatives. In the SummeredEastenezuela we learned to identify these species

by some field marks, habitat and the most importemt, its voice.

Swainson's Flycatcher Myiarchus swainsonPair in Gran Sabana. Prefers open areas and &dge o
humid to moist forest.

Venezuelan FlycatcherMyiarchus venezuelensRair in EI Palmar. Prefers the understory of dry
forest, riverine forest. Occasionally found indsr edge.

Short-crested Flycatcher.Myiarchus feroxSeen regularly. The most widespread Myiarchus
flycatcher in southern Venezuela.

Brown-crested Flycatcher.Myiarchus tyrannuludg-airly common and conspicuous in open areas.
The rufous tail plus the prominent bill makesasy to identify.

Cinnamon Attila. Attila cinnamomeusA single individual in dry forest, in El Palmar.

Black-crowned Tityra. Tityra inquisitor.A male in El Palmar wetland.

Black-tailed Tityra . Tityra cayanaA male in Rio Grande.
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White-naped Xenopsaris.Xenopsaris albinuchaVe had amazing views of this little known species
in ElI Palmar, being the third record ever soutkhefOrinoco River. The name Xenopsaris
means a strange becard.

Cinereous Becard Pachyramphus rufusieard in the Orinoco Delta.

White-winged Becard.Pachyramphus polychopteruSeen twice, in the Orinoco Delta and near
Tucupita.

Black-capped Becard.Pachyramphus marginatud. pair foraging with a feeding flock in Sierra de
Lema.

Pink-throated Becard. Pachyramphus minoRair with a feeding flock in Rio Grande.

SWALLOWS / HIRUNDINIDAE

White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventeCommon in wetlands located in open areas.

Gray-breasted Martin. Progne chalybeaCommon in open areas. Large gathering at dusk in E
Palmar.

Brown-chested Martin. Progne taperaConcentrations of 200+ individuals of the austrajnant race
were observed in Gran Sabana and in El Palmar.

Blue-and-white Swallow Notiochelidon cyanoleuc&ierra de Lema.

Black-collared Swallow Atticora melanoleucdn Cachamay we saw about 60 individuals. Restricted
to black water rivers.

Southern Rough-winged Swallow. Stelgidopteryx ruficollisew individuals in the mouth of rivers
in the Orinoco Delta.

Tawny-headed Swallow Alopochelidon fucatéxcellent studies of a breeding colony in Gran
Sabana.

WREN / TROGLODYTIDAE

Black-capped DonacobiusDonacobius atricapillaPairs in the Orinoco Delta and near Tucupita.

Bicolored Wren. Campylorhynchus griseuBair in the Orinoco Delta.

Stripe-backed Wren. Campylorhynchus nuchalis©ommon and numerous in the Orinoco Delta.
nesting.

Coraya Wren. Thryothorus corayaNice views of a pair in Sierra de Lema. The higdléorms
might be treated as a separate species in theefutu

Buff-breasted Wren. Thryothorus leucotif?air in the Orinoco Delta.

House Wren Troglodytes aedor€ommon in disturbed habitat.

White-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucostictaRio Grande.

Flutist Wren . Microcerculus ustulatusSeen in Sierra de Lema coming almost to our feedrd daily
in Lema.

Musician Wren. Cyphorhinus aradaSuperb views in Rio Grande. Scoped.

THRUSHES & ALLIES / TURDIDAE

Thrushes were silent this time. | was surprisedHerlack of vocalizations of these species. We

missed White-necked Thrush, a common species ilotlands. This may suggest that some were

nesting.

Rufous-brown Solitaire. Cichlopsis leucogeny# pair were seen calling in Sierra de Lema.

Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelasCommon in Cachamay.

Black-billed Thrush. Turdus ignobilisCommon but silent in Sierra de Lema.

Cocoa Thrush Turdus fumigatusA pair in the Orinoco Delta. This species canriky to see in
Venezuela.

Bare-eyed Thrush Turdus nudigenisSeen in the Orinoco Delta.
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GNATCATCHERS / POLIOPTILIDAE
Long-billed Gnatwren. Ramphocaenus melanur@ne seen in the Alto Cuyuni Road.
Tropical Gnatcatcher. Polioptila plumbea.Common around El Palmar.

VIREOS & ALLIES / VIREONIDAE

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceusMany in Cahamay. Resident race. Sometimes calléd €heo.

Lemon-chested GreenletHylophilus thoracicusHeard in Rio Grande.

Tepui Greenlet Hylophilus sclateriSeen in Sierra de Lema. Usually foraging along Wattding
flocks.

Buff-cheeked Greenlet Hylophilus muscicapinugieard regularly in lowland forested areas.

Scrub Greenlet Hylophilus flavipesMore than six pairs were seen in Cachamay Park.

Tawny-crowned Greenlet Hylophilus ochraceicep# single individual with an understory feeding
flock in Rio Grande.

Slaty-capped Shrike-Virea Vireolanius leucotisGreat views of this canopy species, moving along
with a feeding flock in Sierra de lema.

Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensiddeard almost daily and seen in the Orinoco
Delta.

SISKINS & CROSSBILLS / FRINGILLIDAE

Trinidad Euphonia. Euphonia trinitatisSeen well in Cachamay.

Violaceous Euphonia Euphonia violaceaPair in the Alto Cuyuni Road.

White-vented Euphonia Euphonia minutaPair in the Alto Cuyuni Road, calling from the cagaf
an emergent tree.

Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaste€ommon in Sierra de Lema.

Blue-naped Chlorophonia Chlorophonia cyaned pair in Sierra de Lema.

NEW WORLD WARBLERS / PARULIDAE

Tropical Parula. Parula pitiayumi.Seen in Cachamay, Sierra de Lema and the Alto GuRoad.
Usually in pairs.

Masked Yellowthroat. Geothlypis aequinoctiali©ne individual near Tucupita.

Slate-throated Redstart (Slate-throated Whitestart) Myioborus miniatus.Seen in Sierra de Lema.

Tepui Redstart (Tepui Whitestart). Myioborus castaneocapilla (Ey.arious pairs in Sierra de Lema.
Usually at higher elevations than previous species

Two-banded Warbler (Roraiman Warbler). Basileuterus bivittatus (Basileuterus (b.) rorampaNe
only saw single individuals, not pairs. None wsgirgging. Nesting? Caller Roraiman Warbler
in Hilty (2003) and treated as a tepui endemicEse

Neotropical River Warbler. Basileuterus rivularisGreat studies in Rio Grande.

BANANAQUIT / COEROBIDAE
Bananaquit. Coereba flaveolalwo races were seen. The one in Sierra de Leméandlito Cuyuni
Road might be treated as a separate species smmatihe future. Seen daily.

TANAGERS & ALLIES / THRAUPIDAE

Black-faced Tanager.Schistochlamys melanopamily groups in Gran Sabana. This species was
singing at dawn.

Magpie Tanager. Cissopis leverianu®air in the entrance of the Alto Cuyuni road.

Yellow-backed Tanager Hemithraupis flavicollis.A canopy species. A pair was seen in the Alto
Cuyuni Road.
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Hooded Tanager Nemosia pileataPair in the Orinoco Delta. This species seems t@elarly on
the move, chattering as to keep the group together

Olive-backed Tanager Mitrospingus oleaginoug.wo groups were seen in Sierra de Lema. Unlike
previous years, no check was observed along Wwibet groups.

Fulvous Shrike-Tanager Lanio fulvus.Pair with feeding flock in Sierra de Lema.

Flame-crested TanagerTachyphonus cristatuBair in the Alto Cuyuni Road.

Fulvous-crested Tanager Tachyphonus surinamu&.female was observed in Rio Grande.
White-lined Tanager. Tachyphonus rufusAimong theTachyphonusanagers in Venezuela this is the
most tolerant to drier habitat. We saw various9ea El Palmar and the Orinoco Delta.
Red-shouldered TanagerTachyphonus phoeniciudsually found in open country. Various pairs in

Sierra de Lema and Gran Sabana.

Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carb&een daily in disturbed areas.

Blue-gray Tanager. Thraupis episcopuseen daily. Fond to forest edge and disturbed areas

Palm Tanager. Thraupis palmarunfond to forest edge and disturbed areas. Alsoisedoriche
palm stand.

Turquoise Tanager. Tangara MexicanaA small group was seen in Rio Grande.

Paradise Tanager Tangara chilensisSeveral groups were seen in Sierra de Lema. Qadalv

Yellow-bellied Tanager. Tangara xanthogastraSeen daily in Sierra de Lema, with feeding flocks
and by their own.

Speckled Tanager Tangara guttataSeen daily in Sierra de Lema, with feeding flockd ay their
own.

Bay-headed TanagerTangara gyrolalUnlike previous years, not numerous. Seen in Saraema.

Burnished-buff Tanager. Tangara cayanaCommon in Gran Sabana.

Black-headed Tanager Tangara cyanopteralhis species deserves special attention. Only decbr
recently, we have found that not only the voicetha plumage differs between this and the
race occurring in the Coastal Cordillera and tinelds. We saw three pairs in Sierra de Lema.

Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayanaPairs were seen regularly in Sierra de Lema.

Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiz&een daily in Sierra de Lema.

Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleu€ommon in Sierra de Lema.

Red-legged HoneycreeperCyanerpes cyaneu€£ommon and equally numerous than previous
species in Sierra de Lema.

SPARROWS, SEEDEATERS ETC. / EMBERIZIDAE

Blue-black Grassquit. Volatinia jacarina.Common along the road to Maturin.

Gray Seedeater Sporophila intermediéSeen in Cachamay and along the drive to Maturin.

Lesson's SeedeateiSporophila bouvronide# couple of males singing in Cachamay. Also, seen i
the Orinoco Delta.

Yellow-bellied SeedeaterSporophila nigricollisCommon in grassy areas.

Ruddy-breasted SeedeaterSporophila minutaSeen in Gran Sabana and near Tucupita.

Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch (Lesser Seed-Finchpryzoborus angolensi§his species is almost
extinct in Suriname and Guyana. One seen in Gadarg. The numbers in Eastern Venezuela
keep dropping probably due to the demand on itfersong contest held annually in Guyana
and Suriname.

Greater Flowerpiercer. Diglossa major.Great views of a single individual for two conseoe days
in Sierra de Lema.

Saffron Finch. Sicalis flaveolaCommon in disturbed areas.

Orange-fronted Yellow-Finch. Sicalis ColumbianaA small group was seen in the Orinoco Delta.

Wedge-tailed Grass-FinchEmberizoides herbicol&/arious individuals were enjoyed on Gran
Sabana, singing after a short rain.
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Red-capped Cardinal.Paroaria gularis.Seen in Cachamay Park and in the Orinoco Deltardate
of the Orinoco is likely to be considered a sefmspecies soon, being called Masked Cardinal.
Tepui Brush-Finch. Atlapetes personatublostly pairs, no family groups in Sierra de Lemdsd it
is important to point out that most individualsresinging, not calling.
Pectoral Sparrow. Arremon taciturnusA single individual was seen well near the HarpglEaest.
Grassland Sparrow.Ammodramus humerali8. pair in Sierra de Lema.
Yellow-browed Sparrow. Ammodramus aurifron€ommon in the Orinoco Delta, in river islands.
Rufous-collared Sparrow. Zonotrichia capensid/arious seen while we were birding on Gran
Sabana.

SALTATORS, CARDINALS & ALLIES / CARDINALIDAE

Grayish Saltator. Saltator coerulescen§&alled Southern Grayish Saltator in Hilty (2003)p&ir was
seen nicely singing for a while near Tucupita.

Slate-colored Grosbeak Saltator grossusA pair was seen in Sierra de Lema.

Yellow-green Grosbeak Caryothraustes Canadensi pair in Sierra de Lema. Unlike other years,
this species was quiet and difficult.

TROUPIALS & ALLIES (ICTERIDS) / ICTERIDAE

Yellow-hooded Blackbird. Chrysomus icterocephaluSmall groups in El Palmar and along the
Orinoco Delta.

Red-breasted Blackbird Sturnella militaris Scattered males on grassy areas along the drive to
Maturin.

Eastern Meadowlark. Sturnella magnaSeen in areas with grasslands. Common.

Carib Grackle. Quiscalus lugubrisCommon around farmland and in Puerto Ordaz.

Shiny Cowbird. Molothrus bonariensisSeen in El Palmar and near Tucupita.

Giant Cowbird . Molothrus oryzivorusA pair was seen walking on the ground in El Palmar.

Yellow Oriole. Icterus nigrogularisPairs in El Palmar and near Tucupita.

Venezuelan Troupial Icterus icterusNice views in Parador Taguapire. Mr. Stofikm evas i name
for each individual visiting the feeder!

Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus celaCommon near Tucupita.

Red-rumped Cacique.Cacicus haemorrhousieard in Rio Grande.

Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanuSeen in the lowlands, at edge of forest.

Green Oropendola Psarocolius viridisUnlike the previous species, this one prefers tetkareas
and is less tolerant to disturbance.

Oriole Blackbird. Gymnomystax mexicanu@ne was seen in Cachamay, and later seen again near
Tucupita.

Golden-tufted (Mountain) Grackle. Macroagelaius imthurniSmall groups. Seen daily in Sierra de
Lema.
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OTHER SPECIES:

Weeping Capuchin Monkey.Cebus olivaceusachamay Park, the Alto Cuyuni Road and Rio
Grande.

Red-howler Monkey. Alouatta seniculusOrinoco Delta.

Red-rumped Agouti. Dasyprocta leporinaSierra de Lema.

Giant Anteater. Myrmecophaga tridactylaGran Sabana.

Reig's Opossum Monodelphis reigiThe one was seen in Sierra de Lema might havetheen
species. Further evidence needed.

Guianan Saki Monkey.Pithecia pitheciaA troop of about 4 individuals was seen in Rio 1G&la

Bat speciesOrinoco Delta.

Pink River Dolphin. Inia geoffrensisOrinoco Delta.

Iguana. Iguana iguanaCachamay Park.

Spectacled CaymanCayman crocodilusEl Palmar.

Marine Toad. Bufo marinusEl Palmar.

Leaf Toad. Bufo margaritifer.Rio Grande.

Giant Water Bug. Belostoma lopretoa€rinoco Delta.

Poison Dart Frog.Rio Grande.

Mayfly species (Heptageniidae, Leptophlebiidae). Gran Sabana.
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