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What a difference a month can make-this photo wast  akenin October near Great Lake; all the
snow was gone by November. Dion Hobcroft
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TOUR REPORT
GRAND AUSTRALIA: TASMANIA EXTENSION
November 14-20, 2009

By Dion Hobcroft

The success of our 2009 Tasmania tour was beyoralnegdy great expectations. Everybody saw all
of the endemic birds, and we had outstanding ertecsiwvith special mammals and superb
wildflowers. We enjoyed fine food, good wine, ancekaxed itinerary.

After a short morning flight from Melbourne, we @ed up into our bus and checked into the Grand
Chancellor Hotel. We then spent a splendid aftemreidhe wonderful Peter Murrell Nature Reserve.
In a 100-meter radius of the car park we enjoyadtgadank views of the threatened Forty-spotted
Pardalote (in fact, the first endemic seen by tloeig) and our only Satin Flycatcher of the touuspl
superb views of Green Rosella, Tasmanian Native-Yielow Wattlebird, and Black-headed and
Yellow-throated honeyeaters. Perhaps most memoaaltkes location was watching a determined pair
of Pacific Black Ducks protecting their recentlytdteed ducklings from a Swamp Harrier—an
amazing drama that unfolded in front of us. We &t of time to explore further at the Waterworks
Reserve. Birding was again very engaging with gieats at Scarlet Robin and some feisty
interactions between the Gray and Black currawongs.

The next day we took the ferry to Bruny Islandv#ts to be one of those days! By the time the dag/ wa
over we had seen all of Tasmania’s 12 endemic lexttemely well. We also had superb views of a
stunning White Goshawk, Sooty Oystercatcher, Yellailed Black-Cockatoo, Hooded Plover, Flame
Robin, Olive Whistler, and the scarce Swift Parvie had a great experience with the first of sdvera
echidnas, and an amazingly tame Wedge-tailed Eagting on a road-killed marsupial.

The next morning we spent a bit of time trackingvddhe Musk Lorikeet and were rewarded for our
perseverance with great views. A visit to Orielt@goon added Musk Duck, Red-necked Stint, Red-
capped Plover, Eurasian Skylark, and dapper Whatetéd Chat to the Tasmanian trip list. More
unexpected was a Barbary Dove, possibly two in Rmid. Hopefully this introduced bird is not
getting established here! We drove north to Cratideintain with stops on the way finding Banded
Lapwings and a couple of herds of introduced falt®er. A pair of Blue-winged Parrots dashed in
front of the bus near Great Lake and we managegéttesome distant scope views of this uncommon
and inconspicuous bird. No fewer than four echidmere found, while at Cradle Mountain our first of
several wombats proved to be a big hit. Againa@temmodations and food were first class.

The next morning, good weather saw us on our walggaemote west coast town of Strahan. Before
lunch we walked into some heath and tried unsutdésso flush a Ground Parrot. We enjoyed great
views of Southern Emuwrens and Tawny-crowned Hoateyeas a reward for our efforts, while a
Collared Sparrowhawk flushed some Swift Parrothecar park of the town. We returned to Cradle
Mountain for a siesta and then headed out in ti@eatiernoon to Burnie. As night fell, the firsttbe
Little Penguins came ashore. We were able to wetiatks being fed by their parents—a great
encounter. On the return drive we saw a Tasmareaih, deveral wombats, and brush-tailed possums.

After a sleep-in, we commenced exploring Cradle Main. We enjoyed stunning views of Scrubtit,
Striated Fieldwren, Crescent Honeyeater, and PotkiR We completed one of the most memorable
mornings of the entire tour with a platypus feedogfpw us from a bridge in crystal-clear water. It



would be hard to improve on this view, even in a.z&fter lunch we drove to Forth before exploring
back up into the Mountain Valley. Our host, Lert teorsels of road-killed marsupials next to our
cabins. By 9:30 pm Tasmanian devils had arriveidite advantage of the easy protein. Clients were
amazed to have this corgi-sized black and whitesopaal carnivore bone-crunching away next to their
doors. Truly an exceptional natural history expere

Our final day in Tasmania saw us tracking downBbkautiful Firetail, and we had complete success
with great views. Our last stop was the Tamar Welda Hundreds of Black Swans and a smattering of
other wetland species including Little GrassbirtydR-fronted Dotterel, Australian Shelduck,

Chestnut Teal, Eastern Great Egret in breedingitiondand Australian Pelican saw us leave our
Tasmanian birding odyssey behind in spectaculdudas It was time to head home, but not before one
last final meal. We enjoyed lamb, oysters, venistth fine merlot and Riesling before citron tarts

with King Island creme and passionfruit sorbet otel the palate. A very fine tour indeed.

| would like to thank Kennedy Gilchrist, Diane lghsu, lan McGregor, Joe and Marcia Pugh, and
Tony White for a most enjoyable trip.

Great birding to all,
Dion Hobcroft
ITINERARY

14 November Fly Melbourne to Hobart. Birding at Peter Murrithture Reserve and Waterworks
Reserve.

15 November Bruny Island.

16 November Hobart area then to Cradle Mountain via Greatdsak

17 November Cradle Mountain to Strahan and return followedlyip to Burnie.

18 November Cradle Mountain to Forth and then Mountain Valley

19 November Mountain Valley to Tamar Wetlands to Launceston.

20 November Fly Launceston to Melbourne with onward connegfiights to America.

ABBREVIATIONS

E=endemic to Tasmania

BI=Bruny Island

CM=Cradle Mountain

PMNR=Peter Murrell Nature Reserve

S=Strahan

TW=Tamar Wetlands, Launceston

* indicates an introduced species not native totralia

Taxonomy followsSystematics and Taxonomy of Australian Birds by Le€hristidis and Walter
Boles CSIRO Publishing 2008



BIRDLIST
115 species

Musk Duck Biziura lobata (1) male at Orielton Lagoon on 16 Nov.

Black SwanCygnus atratusRecorded on 3 days in Tas with max. (100) Tamatl&ds.
Australian Shelduck Tadorna tadornoidesRecorded on 3 days with max. (20) Tamar Wetlands.
Australian Wood Duck Chenonetta jubataRecorded on 5 days with max. (10).

Australasian ShovelerAnas rhynchotis (4) female hybrids possibly with Mallards at Tama
Wetlands.

Chestnut TealAnas castaneaRecorded on 3 days with max. (100) Tamar Wetlands

*Mallard Anas platyrhynchos(5-10) recorded on 3 days.

Pacific Black Duck Anas superciliosaRecorded on 5 days with max. (20) Tamar Wetlands.
Hardhead Aythya australis (10) near Launceston on 19 Nov.

Hoary-headed GrebePoliocephalus poliocephalusRecorded on 2 days in Tasmania.
Great Crested GrebePodiceps cristatug(4) at Orielton Lagoon on 16 Nov.

*Rock PigeonColumba livia (2) at Burnie on 17 Nov.

*Spotted Turtle-Dove Streptopelia chinensig(1) Hobart on 16 Nov and (1) Launceston on 19.Nov
*Barbary Dove Streptopelia roseogrisedl) possibly two at Richmond on 16 Nov.

Brush Bronzewing Phaps elegansHeard only at Waterworks Reserve on 14 Nov.

Short-tailed ShearwaterPuffinus tenuirostris (1000) in a raft feeding on bait fish off Advergu
Bay, BI.

Little Penguin Eudyptula minor. (10) at Burnie came ashore at night giving guweaws; even seen
feeding chicks.

Australasian GannetSula serrator (5) Bruny Island

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo(1-12) recorded on 3 days.

Little Black Cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris(2) Orielton Lagoon on 16 Nov and (2) Tamar
Wetlands on 19 Nov.

Black-faced Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscesceng5-30) recorded on 3 days.

Little Pied Cormorant Microcarbo melanoleucos(2) Orielton Lagoon on 16 Nov.

Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatug10) Tamar Wetlands.

Eastern Great EgretArdea modesta(l) Tamar Wetlands on 19 Nov was in breeding dgamrwith
black bill and green facial skin.

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis coromandus(1) Tamar Wetlands on 19 Nov. This eastern sutiepés
sometimes given full species status.

White-faced Heron Egretta novaehollandiag(1-2) recorded on 4 days.

Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia (1) seen by Marcia at Bruny Island on 15 Nov.

White-bellied Sea-EagleHaliaeetus leucogaster(1) Bruny Island on 19 Nov and a pair perched nea
Mole Creek on 3 Nov allowed an excellent view.



Collared Sparrowhawk Accipiter cirrocephalus (1) male seen in Strahan on 17 Nov. This spesies
seldom encountered in Tasmania.

White Goshawk Accipiter novaehollandiae(1) perched bird allowing a great view on Bruslahd

on 15 Nov.

Swamp Harrier Circus approximansRecorded on 5 days with max. (5). Best encoumger

watching a male hunting Pacific Black ducklingsngebravely defended by both parents. Eventually
the harrier retired exhausted unsuccessful.

Wedge-tailed EagleAquila audax (1) Bruny Island feeding on a road-killed Comninushtail gave
an exceptional view on 15 Nov.

Brown Falcon Falco berigora (1-3) seen on 3 days.

Purple SwamphenPorphyrio porphyria (2) near Nietta on 18 Nov and (5) Tamar Wetlamal49
Nov.

E Tasmanian Native-HenGallinula mortierii: Recorded on 5 days in Tasmania with max. (20) on
both 18-19 Nov.

Eurasian CootFulica atra: (2) on a wetland near Launceston on 19 Nov.

Pied OystercatcherHaematopus longirostris(20) Bruny Island and (2) Orielton Lagoon.
Sooty OystercatcherHaematopus fuliginosus(4) Bruny Island

Red-capped PloverCharadrius ruficapillus. (4) at Orielton Lagoon on 16 Nov.
Black-fronted Dotterel Elseyornis melanops(2) Tamar Wetlands on 19 Nov.
Hooded PloverThinornis rubricollis: (1) Bruny Island on 15 Nov.

Banded LapwingVanellus tricolor. (5) near Bothwell on 16 Nov.

Masked Lapwing Vanellus miles Common in Tas with (20-50) everyday.

Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensi§10) Orielton Lagoon distantly on 16 Nov.
Red-necked StintCalidris ruficollis: (1) Orielton Lagoon on 16 Nov.

Arctic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus(1) dark morph seen off Burnie on 17 Nov.

Crested TernThalasseus bergiiRecorded on 3 days with max. (5) BI.

Pacific Gull Larus pacificus Recorded on 4 days with max. (10) near Burnie oNav.

Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus Recorded on 4 days in with max. (100) at Waterw@&&servoir on 14
Nov.

Silver Gull Chroicocephalus novaehollandiag&recorded daily in Tasmania (20-100).

Yellow-tailed Black CockatooCalyptorhynchus funereusA wonderful encounter with (20) tame
birds feeding on Pine cones at Bruny Island on &% With (2) near Burnie on 17 Nov and (2) flying
over Tamar Wetlands on 19 Nov.

Galah Eolophus roseicapillaRecorded on 2 Days with max. (4) near Orieltogdan on 16 Nov.
Long-billed Corella Cacatua tenuirostris(4) near Orielton Lagoon on 16 Nov; Introduced as.
Sulphur-crested CockatooC. galerita (2-6) recorded on 3 days.

Musk Lorikeet Glossopsitta concinna(30) in North Hobart on 16 Nov.

E Green RosellaPlatycercus caledonicusRecorded daily in Tasmania with max. (5) BI.
Eastern RosellaPlatycercus eximius(2-4) recorded on 2 days in southeast Tasmartfamax. (4)
near North Hobart.



Swift Parrot Lathamus discolor (10) Bl on 15 Nov, (5) Strahan on 17 Nov and hedrBorth on 19
Nov.

Blue-winged Parrot Neophema chrysostom#2) near Great Lake on 16 Nov were in the scopk a
flew over a couple of times.

Horsfield’s Bronze-CuckooChrysococcyx basalidHeard only at PMNR on 14 Nov.

Shining Bronze-CuckooChrysococcyx lucidus(1) gave great views at Bruny Island on 15 Nov.
Heard on a further 4 days.

Pallid Cuckoo Cacomantis pallidus(1-2) recorded on 5 days in Tas.

Fan-tailed CuckooC. flabelliformis: (1) seen on Bruny Island and heard on four atlags.

Southern BoobookNinox novaeseelandiaeHeard only MV and Launceston.
Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineaeSeen on 5 days (2-4); introduced in Tas.

Superb Fairy-wren Malurus cyaneus Recorded daily in Tas. (10-20).
Southern Emu-wren Stipiturus malachurus (5) Strahan.

E Tasmanian ScrubwrenSericornis humilis Recorded on 3 days with max. (4) at CM on 18 Nov.
E Scrubtit Acanthornis magnus(1) Bl and (2) CM gave great views.

Striated Fieldwren Calamanthus fuliginosus (1) Strahan and (1) Cradle Mountain allowed eveeyon
a great view.

Yellow-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza chrysorrhoa(6) Bruny Island.

E Tasmanian Thornbill Acanthiza ewingii Seen on 3 days in Tas with max. (4) Bruny Island.bn
Nov.

Brown Thornbill Acanthiza pusilla Recorded on 2 days in Tas.

Spotted PardalotePardalotus punctatus(2) seen well at MV; heard on two other dates.

E Forty-spotted PardalotePardalotus quadragintus(3) PMNR gave repeat great views.
Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatusSeen or heard on 5 days. The subspecies in Tésoraatus
has yellow tipping on the wing.

Eastern Spinebill Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris(1) seen on Bruny Island and heard on three other
days.

E Yellow-throated HoneyeaterLichenostomus flavicollis (1-5) recorded on 5 days in Tas.

Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala(10) on 16 Nov in south-east Tasmania.

E Yellow Wattlebird Anthochaera paradoxa(2-10) on 6 days with highest count on Bruny ldlan
Little Wattlebird Anthochaera chrysoptera(1-10) recorded on 5 days in Tas.

White-fronted Chat Epthianura albifrons: (1) female at Bl and (10) Orielton Lagoon on 16vN
Tawny-crowned HoneyeaterGliciphila melanops (2) Strahan on 17 Nowv.

Crescent HoneyeatelPhylidonyris pyrrhopteraRecorded on 4 days with good views at both Strahan
and Cradle Mountain.

New Holland HoneyeaterPhylidonyris novaehollandiaeRecorded on 2 days in Tas with max. (20)
on 16 Nov.

E Strong-billed HoneyeaterMelithreptus validirostris (2) at Bruny Island on 15 Nov.

E Black-headed HoneyeateMelithreptus affinis. Recorded on 2 days in Tasmania with max. (10)
PMNR.

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikeCoracina novaehollandiaeRecorded on 4 days in Tas.



Olive Whistler Pachycephala olivaceg2) Bl impressed all with its ethereal song
and gave great views.

Golden Whistler Pachycephala pectoralig1) Bl and heard on two other dates.
Grey Shrike-thrush Colluricincla harmonica: Recorded on 4 days with max. (1) BI.

Dusky WoodswallowArtamus cyanopterusRecorded on 4 days with max. (5) BI.

Grey Butcherbird Cracticus torquatusRecorded on 2 days in Tas with max. (1) PMNR.
Australian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen (5-20) seen on 4 days.

Black Currawong Strepera fuliginosa Recorded on 5 days in Tasmania with max. (20) CM.
Grey Currawong Strepera versicolar(1-2) recorded on 3 days in Tas with max. (2) &abrks
Reserve on 14 Nov.

Grey Fantail Rhipidura albiscapa (2-4) recorded almost daily in Tas.

Forest RavenCorvus tasmanicusRecorded daily in Tas with max. (50).

Satin FlycatcherMyiagra cyanoleuca(1) female at PMNR gave a good view.

Scarlet Robin Petroica boodang (2) Waterworks Reserve and (1) Bruny Island.

Flame Robin Petroica phoenicea(1-3) seen on 3 days with our first a stunning neadBruny Island.
Pink Robin Petroica rodinogasterSeen on 2 days with our first a stunning male at@M8 Nov.
E Dusky Robin Melanodryas vittata(4) Bl and (1) Great Lake and (1) on drive out ajuvitain
Valley on 19 Nov. Also heard at CM on 18 Nov.

*Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis (5) at Orielton Lagoon on 16 Nov.

Australasian Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiad&kecorded on 4 days mostly in small numbers in
agricultural areas.

Little Grassbird Megalurus gramineus(2) TW gave a great view and also heard at BI.
SilvereyeZosterops lateralisSeen or heard on 4 days in Tas with best viewBlon

Welcome SwallowHirundo neoxena (5-20) recorded daily in Tas.
Tree Martin Hirundo nigricans: (2-20) recorded on 4 days with high count at Bristand.

*Common Blackbird Turdus merula Recorded daily in Tas with max. (20).
*Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris Recorded daily in Tas with max. (100).
Beautiful Firetail Stagonopleura bella(4) absolutely stunning at Mountain Valley on 18w

*House Sparrow Passer domesticukecorded daily in Tas where it is still a comnmnoduced
species.

*European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris (5) seen on 2 days in Tas.
*European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelisRecorded on 4 days with max. (20).



MAMMALS
Platypus Ornithorhynchus anatinus (1) CM gave some sensational views in the midéithe day.

Echidna Tachyglossus aculeatusA total of 6 individuals encountered on 3 dayswitax. (4) on 18
Nov.

Tasmanian DevilSarcophilus harrisi (1) on 17 Nov at CM gave quite a decent view batritain
show was aMountain Valley where everyone saw between (1-4)e Of the great highlights of a
great tour.

Common WombatVombatus ursinusA total of (6) seen in Cradle Mountain area onlT6Nov.
gave some great views. One female even had desjztiuch young.

Common Brushtail PossumTrichosurus vulpecula Seen at both Cradle Mountain and Mountain
Valley.

Red-bellied PademelonThylogale billiardierii: Moderate numbers present at Cradle Mountain and
Mountain Valley with (1) BI.

Red-necked (Bennett’'s) WallabyMacropus rufogriseus Small numbers present at CM.

*Fallow Deer Cervus dama(20) seen near Bothwell on 16 Nov.

*European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus Moderately common and widespread in Tas.

*House CatFelis catus (1) black cat seen in remote wet mountain fonestr Zeehan on 17 Nov.

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS

Glossy Swamp SkinkPseudemoia rawlinsoni(1) Tamar Wetlands
Woodland Tussock SkinkP. entrecasteauxiiAbundant at CM.

Tasmanian FrogletCrinia tasmaniensisfrequently heard near Strahan and Mountain Valley

Tasmanian Tree FrogLitoria burrowsae Large tadpoles found at Cradle Mountain.



