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This fascinating journey through northern and central India showcased three of this 
incredible country’s great national parks. Our primary goal was a hoped-for encounter 
with a tiger, and we were lucky enough to see this great cat three times—interestingly, 
each time from an elephant. In making the tiger our primary quest, we were able to 
distract ourselves with several hundred of India’s remarkable birds, see a bunch of lesser-
known mammals, and take in some wonderful cultural sites ranging from the World 
Heritage Site of Taj Mahal to Fatehpur Sikri, Aqbar’s Tomb at Sikandra, and Quitab 
Minar in Delhi. 
 
Our first major destination was the famous Kanha National Park in the central Indian 
state of Madhya Pradesh. From our comfortable hotel, we made a total of seven jeep 
drives into different sectors of the park. On our first afternoon, while exploring the hotel 
grounds, we enjoyed a fine view of a jungle cat—a good harbinger of what was to follow. 
Our first tiger sighting involved a dash to a distant park gate and a re-enrollment in the 
elephant transfer. With the necessary paperwork duly processed, we connected with our 
elephant. From this interesting mobile platform we entered a world of dense bamboo until 
there, in front of us, lay a dozing tigress. Although appearing in prime condition, closer 
examination revealed a seeping head wound behind the right ear. She had been in a 
skirmish with her mother the previous night, a warning to find her own territory, and was 
resting to recover from the conflict. We left her in peace, although at one point she 
walked off ten yards and snarled before returning to sleep. 
 
Our next tiger had killed a chital stag and, with a full belly, was also in prime condition. 
She made for excellent photographs and again snarled menacingly as the elephants 
approached—a definite scene from the Jungle Book. We connected with many great birds 
here with numerous highlights including Painted Snipe, Painted Francolin, Montagu’s 
Harrier, Lesser Adjutant, Rufous Woodpecker, Indian Scimitar-Babbler, Lesser Adjutant, 
Woolly-necked Stork, Red-naped Ibis, Red Spurfowl, and White-rumped Vulture to 
mention but a few. 
 
A lengthy travel day saw us ensconced in The Den, in the foothills of the western 
Himalayas and at the gateway to the amazing Corbett National Park. We added more than 
50 birds to our trip list in the morning, and it is fair to say that at times we did not know 
in which direction to look, with such gems as White-crested Laughingthrush, Tawny 
Fish-Owl, Rufous-bellied Niltava, Small Forktail, Crimson Sunbird, Orange-bellied 
Leafbird, and Blue-bearded Bee-eater among the temptations. An exceptionally bold 
family of yellow-throated martens (note: carnivorous mammals—not swallows) added an 
extra dimension. 
 



I was pleasantly surprised to see considerable improvements in the park’s 
accommodations and restaurant in Dhikala. We had a thoroughly enjoyable stay here. We 
set about exploring the many game trails in this world-class park. Everywhere we stopped 
something new popped up, or a microdrama (and some not so micro) unfolded: trees full 
of Slaty-headed Parakeets; soaring Cinereous Vultures; a Mountain Hawk-Eagle trying to 
pounce on unsuspecting Red Junglefowl; perfectly tame Kalij Pheasants; a Eurasian 
Woodcock frozen like a statue in a small forest stream; a basking monocled cobra; being 
charged by a female Asian elephant at 25 mph; alarm-calling deer and langurs; a pair of 
smooth otters devouring mahseer in a crystal-clear stream; or a Brown Fish-Owl 
disturbed from its roost by agitated Jungle Babblers. Every drive was different, and we 
hit the jackpot on our elephant ride. 
 
You don’t need to be an expert in animal behavior to know that when a 60-year-old 
matriarchal elephant (by the name of Sona Kali) stops dead in her tracks, slaps the ground 
with her trunk, and lets out an infra sound roar, you are right on top of a tiger. There she 
was, slinking out of the lantana. We followed this tigress for several minutes as she scent-
marked in front of us. Our mahout cautioned us to hang on in case she charged, which 
fortunately did not happen. Our elephant charging us the next day gave us all the 
adrenalin we needed. In fact, our encounters with the Asian elephant were a major feature 
of our enjoyment in Corbett. It was uplifting to see giant tuskers, diminutive newborn 
calves, and nursing mothers being flanked by protecting aunts as peaceful grazing scenes 
unfolded. These really are the most exceptional mammals. 
 
It was time to head to Agra and the Taj Mahal. As always, this extraordinary building, 
built in the name of love, left me with goose bumps. No visit to the Taj is disappointing, 
as the marble catches the mood of the light with a variety of atmospheric phenomena to 
add to the complexity. It is great to see it at dawn, noon, and dusk. We visited Sikandra, 
the Red Fort, and Fatehpur Sikri. While searching the concubine’s quarters at the last site, 
I even found some naked rumps that belonged to naked-rumped tomb bats. 
 
Finally, we visited the wonderful wetland sanctuary of Bharatpur. After a series of dry 
years, Bharatpur was in good season due to a healthy monsoonal rainfall event. The 
birding was wonderful. Sarus Cranes trumpeted and bugled, tens of thousands of ducks lit 
up when disturbed by Imperial and Great Spotted eagles, Great White and Dalmatian 
pelicans loafed on small islands, and Black Bitterns skulked in the shadows, while Dusky 
Eagle-Owl deep hooting announced the arrival of the evening. On a memorable afternoon 
in the remote woodland site an Indian Spotted Eagle flew over us while we tracked down 
the scarce endemic, Marshall’s Iora. A visit to nearby Bund Barater added some extra 
birds to our list, ranging from Ferruginous Duck to Rock Bunting and the scarce Brooks’s 
Leaf-Warbler. 
 
Our journey through India came to a close. I hope I can share the enthusiasm I hold for 
this country with you on next year’s Royal Rajasthan Train Journey with my wonderful 
friends Victor Emanuel, Bob Fleming, David Bishop, and Susan Myers. 
 



I would like to thank Neal and Ronna Erickson, Will and Lois Fulmer, and Heidi and 
Manfred Sumper for making this adventure so delightful. 
 
Dion Hobcroft 
 
 
 

ITINERARY 
 

26 JAN 09: Afternoon tour to Quitab Minar 
27 JAN 09: Fly Delhi to Raipur and then drive to The Baagh, Kanha 
28 JAN 09: Kanha National Park (K) 
29 JAN 09: Kanha National Park 
30 JAN 09: Kanha National Park 
31 JAN 09: Kanha National Park then drive to Raipur 
1 FEB 09: Fly Raipur to Delhi then drive to Ramnagar 
2 FEB 09: AM The Den PM Drive to Dhikala, Corbett National Park (C) 
3 FEB 09: Corbett National Park  
4 FEB 09: Corbett National Park 
5 FEB 09: AM Corbett National Park PM Drive to Fort Unchagaon 
6 FEB 09: Drive Fort Unchagaon to Agra. PM Sikandra  
7 FEB 09: AM Taj Mahal, Agra Fort PM Fatehpur Sikri 
8 FEB 09: Bharatpur (B) 
9 FEB 09: AM Bund Barater (BB) PM Bharatpur  
10 FEB 09: AM Bharatpur PM Drive to Delhi. Tour concludes. 
 

BIRDS 
 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis: (2-10) recorded on 8 days. 
 
Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus: (6) at B on 8 Feb. 
Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus: (5) at B on 8 Feb. 
 
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo: (1-200) seen on 10 days with high count at C 
on 3 Feb. 
Little Cormorant Phalcrocorax niger: (1-100) seen on 7 days with highest counts at B. 
 
Darter Anhinga melanogaster: (2-10) seen on 7-9 Feb in B area. 
 
Gray Heron Ardea cinerea: (1-20) seen on 9 days with high count at B. 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea: (1-20) seen on 5 days with high count at B. 
Great Egret Ardea alba: (2-50) seen on 12 days with high count at B. 
Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia: (1-10) seen on 6 days with high count at B. 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta: (1-20) seen on 11 days with high count on 31 Jan whilst 
driving to Raipur. 



Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii: (2-20) seen on 10 days; all in non-breeding plumage 
with highest count at B. 
Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus: A recent split. (20-500) seen on 11 days. 
Striated Heron Butorides striatus: (2) seen at B on 8 Feb. 
Black Bittern Ixobrychus flavicollis: (1) male gave some good views at B on 8 Feb with 
Heidi and Manfred sighting another here on 9 Feb. 
 
Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala: (1-100) seen on 5 days with high count at the 
active nesting colony at B. 
Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans: (1) B on 8 Feb and (5) BB on 9 Feb. 
Black Stork Ciconia nigra: (3-4) seen on 3 days at K with (15) counted at C on 2 days. 
Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus: (1-2) at K, (2) at C on 3 Feb and (1) at B on 
both 8-9 Feb.  
Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus: (1) on both 3-4 Feb at Dhikala, C 
viewed from the lookout of Ramganga Reservoir. 
Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus: (1-3) seen at K on 28 and 31 Jan. 
 
Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus: (10-20) seen on 3 days at B. 
Red-naped Ibis Pseudibis papillosa: (1-4) seen on 2 days at K with (3) seen on the drive 
from Fort Unchagaon to Agra on 6 Feb. 
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus: (10-20) at B on 2 days. 
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia: (2-10) at B on 2 days. 
 
Lesser Whistling Duck Dendrocygna javanica: (200) on 4 days at Kanha with (50-100) 
at B and BB on 8-9 Feb. 
Greylag Goose Anser anser: (100) at B on 8 Feb. 
Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus: (100) at both B and BB on 8-9 Feb. 
Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna tadornoides: (2) C on 3 Feb; (10) Taj Mahal on 7 Feb and (2) 
B on 8 Feb. 
Comb Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos: (50-100) at B on 8-9 Feb. 
Cotton Pygmy-Goose Nettapus coromandelianus: (1) at B on 8 Feb and (10) BB on 9 
Feb. 
Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope: (1) BB on 9 Feb. 
Gadwall Anas strepera: (5-10) on 3 days at K with (10) at both B and BB on 8-9 Feb. 
Eurasian Teal Anas crecca: (10-50) daily at K, (20) at Java on 6 Feb and (50) at B on 8 
Feb. 
Indian Spot-billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha: (2-10) seen at B and BB on 8-10 Feb. 
Northern Pintail Anas acuta: (1000) plus at B and (5) BB on 8-9 Feb. 
Garganey Anas querquedula: (5-20) at B on 8-9 Feb. 
Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata: (10-20) at B on 8-9 Feb. 
Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina: (100) at BB on 9 Feb. 
Common Pochard Aythya ferina: (50) at BB on 9 Feb. 
Ferruginous Pochard Aythya nyroca: (10) at BB on 9 Feb. 
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula: (50) at BB on 9 Feb. 
 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus: (2-3) at C on 3-4 Feb. 



 
Oriental Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus: (1-2) seen on 5 days. 
Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus: (1-5) seen on 10 days. 
Black Kite Milvus migrans: (1-1000) seen on 8 days with an incredible flock over a 
rubbish heap on the outskirts of Delhi on 1 Feb. Many birds of the sometimes split Black-
eared Kite Milvus lineatus were seen. 
Pallas’ Fish-Eagle Haliaeetus leucoryphus: (1-3) seen on 2-5 Feb at C included a 
nesting record. 
Lesser Fish-Eagle Ichthyophaga humilis: (1-2) seen on 3-4 Feb at C. 
Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus: (2-50) seen on 4 days with high count on 6 
Feb near Agra. 
White-rumped Vulture Gyps bengalensis: (10) on 28 Jan and (1) on 31 Jan in K were 
our only sightings of this critically endangered species. 
Indian Vulture Gyps indicus: (1) on 28 Feb at K was our only sighting of this threatened 
species. 
Himalayan Griffon Gyps himalayensis: (1) on both 3-4 Feb in C were both juveniles. 
Eurasian Griffon Gyps fulvus: (5) at C on 4 Feb. 
Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus: (5) on both 3-4 Feb at C. 
Red-headed Vulture Sarcogyps calvus: (1) on 28-30 Jan at K with (2-4) on 3-5 Feb at 
C. We were fortunate to see all our vultures often perched in the early morning in mixed 
flocks making for excellent comparison views of this often confusing group. 
Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus: (1) on 31 Jan in dry hill forest between K and 
Raipur. 
Crested Serpent-Eagle Spilornis cheela: (1-10) seen on 8 days; recorded at K, C and B. 
Western Marsh-Harrier Circus aeruginosus: (2-3) at B and BB on 8-9 Feb. 
Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus: (1) female on both 3-4 Feb at C. 
Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus: (1) seen by Lois and Will in C on 3 Feb with (1) 
female at B on 8 Feb. 
Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus: (1) female hunting over grassland in the plateau 
area of K on 30 Jan gave a good view of the underwing and tail patterning. 
Shikra Accipiter badius: (1-4) seen on 6 days with the high count at B. 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus: (1) a perched female gave a good view at K on 
31 Jan. 
White-eyed Buzzard Butastur teesa: (1-4) seen K including watching a nesting pair 
collecting sticks on the plateau here on 30 Jan. 
Indian Spotted Eagle Aquila hastata: (1) adult in the woodland area of B on 8 Feb. 
Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga: (1) juvenile perched and tame in K on 29 Feb 
was a good record for the park. (1-3) seen daily at B. 
Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax: (1) soaring over Fatehpur Sikri on 7 Feb. 
Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca: (1) adult at B on 8 Feb and (1) very distant 
perched bird at BB on 9 Feb. 
Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus: (1) at B on 8 Feb gave a good flight view. 
Changeable Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus limnaetus: (1-2) seen very well perched in C on 3-4 
Feb. 
Crested Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus cirrhatus: Recently split from the previous species, (1) 
was seen on both 29-30 Jan at K. 



Mountain Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus nipalensis: (2) soaring over forest near The Den on 2 
Feb and (1) magnificent perched bird that was trying to pounce on Red Junglefowl in C 
on 3 Feb. 
 
Collared Falconet Microhierax caerulescens: (1-2) seen well in C on 3-4 Feb. 
Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus: (1) at C on 3 Feb and a good perched view of a 
female in B on 10 Feb. 
Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera:  (1) at Java 102 km N of Agra when driving from 
Fort Unchagaon on 6 Feb tried to seize a Citrine Wagtail which it missed before alighting 
in a nearby tree and giving a wonderful view of this rarely seen species. 
 
Black Francolin Francolinus francolinus: (1-3) seen on 2 days in C where we had some 
excellent views. 
Painted Francolin Francolinus pictus: (1) male crouched next to the jeep in K on 30 
Jan giving a great but brief view before it erupted into flight. 
Gray Francolin Francolinus pondicerianus: (1-10) seen or heard on 6 days with high 
count at B. 
Red Spurfowl Galloperdix spadicea: (2) and (1) seen on 28 and 30 Jan at K; typically 
very secretive. 
Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus: Seen or heard daily in K and C. 
Kalij Pheasant Lophura leucomelanos: (2-6) seen on 4 days in C with several great 
views. 
Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus: (1-30) seen on 11 days including some fine displaying 
males although most were still growing in their elaborate uppertail coverts. 
 
Sarus Crane Grus antigone: (2) in flight over the town where the Ramnagar road 
reaches the Moradabad bypass. (2-7) seen at B on both 8-9 Feb including a couple of 
displaying pairs. 
Common Crane Grus grus: (20) at B on 8 Feb. 
 
Brown Crake Amaurornis akool: (2) K on 29 Feb with (1-3) seen at C on 2 days. 
White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus: (2-10) seen on 6 days. 
Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio poliocephalus: This gray-headed subspecies 
has been split. (2-30) seen on 3 days in B area. 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus: (1-100) seen on 5 days with high count at B. 
Eurasian Coot Fulica atra: (20-100) seen on 3 days with high count at B and BB. 
 
Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus: (4) winter plumaged birds seen 
fairly distantly at B on 8 Feb. 
Bronze-winged Jacana Metopidius indicus: (2) at B on 8 Feb and (2) at BB on 9 Feb 
gave a great view. 
 
Greater Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis: (1) male at K on 31 Jan with (2) males 
at the B canal on 10 Feb. 
 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus: (1-20) seen on 9 days. 



Eurasian Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus indicus: This population has been split 
from west Palaearctic population as the Indian Stone-curlew in Rasmussen and Anderton 
(2005). (1-7) seen on 4 days in K at their preferred stakeout taking offence on one 
occasion to being disturbed by a female Golden Jackal on 31 Jan. 
Great Thick-knee Burhinus recurvirostris: (3) at C on 3 Feb and (2) on the river near 
Ramnagar on 5 Feb. 
 
Indian Courser Cursorius coromandelicus: (1) in a barren field outside the sanctuary at 
B on 8 Feb. 
 
River Lapwing Vanellus duvauceli: (1-10) seen on 5 days with high count in C. 
Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellus malabaricus: (2) in K on 30 Jan on the plateau 
grasslands with (17) in a barren field with the Indian Courser outside the sanctuary at B 
on 8 Feb. 
Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus: (2-20) recorded on 12 days; a common bird. 
White-tailed Lapwing Vanellus leucurus: (10) on 6 Feb at Java 102 km N Agra on road 
from Fort Unchagaon. 
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius: (1-4) seen on 4 days including at K, C and B. 
 
Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago: (1) seen on 28 and 31 Jan in K. 
Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rusticola: (1) found sitting in a tiny forest stream in C on 
5 Feb was a rare view on the ground of this well camouflaged and often timid bird. 
Western Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa: Split in Rasmussen and Anderton (2005) 
we saw (1) at BB on 9 Feb. 
Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus: (10) at Java on 6 Feb. 
Common Redshank Tringa totanus: (20) at Java on 6 Feb and (1-2) at B on 8-10 Feb. 
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis: (10) at Java on 6 Feb and (2) at B canal on 10 Feb 
including one in fresh breeding plumage. 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia: (1-5) seen on 7 days.  
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus: (1-4) seen on 10 days. 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola: (1-4) seen on 5 days. 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos: (2) at Java on 6 Feb and (1) B canal on 10 Feb. 
Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii: (2) at Java on 6 Feb and (1) B canal on 10 Feb. 
Ruff Philomachus pugnax: (100) at Java on 6 Feb and (5) at B canal on 10 Feb. Some 
males just beginning to acquire breeding plumage. 
 
Pallas’ Gull Larus ichthyaetus: (1) on Ganges River on 1 Feb seen distantly. 
Brown-headed Gull Larus brunnicephalus: (4) on Ganges River on 1 Feb seen 
distantly. 
 
River Tern Sterna aurantia: (10) at C on both 3-4 Feb with (10) at BB on 9 Feb. 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus: (1) at Java on 6 Feb and (3) BB on 9 Feb. 
 
Rock Pigeon Columba livia: (2-50) seen on 7 days. 
Oriental Turtle-Dove Streptopelia orientalis: (2-5) seen on 4 days in K. 



Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decoacto: (1-50) seen on 8 days with high count 
at B. 
Red Collared-Dove Streptopelia tranquebarica: (1) on 3 Feb and (1) on 8 Feb. 
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis: (1-10) on 8 days. 
Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis: (2-10) seen on 5 days; absent in C. 
Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica: (1-2) seen on 3 days in C; always in flight. 
Yellow-footed Pigeon Treron phoenicoptera: (2-30) seen on 7 days; plenty of good 
views of this colourful species. 
Pin-tailed Pigeon Treron apicauda: (10) in C on 5 Feb gave superb views. 
 
Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria: (2) at Quitab Minar in Delhi on 26 Jan; (2-
20) seen on 3 days in K with (1) C on 3 Feb. 
Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri: This common and ubiquitous species was 
seen on 10 days with counts of (2-100). 
Slaty-headed Parakeet Psittacula himalayana: (10-20) seen on 2 days in C with some 
great perched views. 
Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala: This beautiful bird was seen on 6 days 
with a high count on 4 Feb in C where a flock of (50) where feeding on seeding grasses. 
Red-breasted Parakeet Psittacula alexandri: Seen or heard on 4 days in C it took until 
our final morning to get a good perched view of more than (100) feeding on Eucalyptus 
seed capsules. 
 
Common Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx varius: (1) seen on 2 days in K and heard on the 
other 2 days here. 
Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopacea: (1) male was seen in flight when we toured 
Sikandra near Agra on 6 Feb. 
Sirkeer Malkoha Phaenicophaeus leschenaultii: Will and Lois saw (1) in K on 28 Jan 
and most of us caught up with another co-operative individual eating figs here the next 
day. Always a good bird to get! 
Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis: (1-6) seen on 5 days from Fort Unchagaon to 
Bharatpur. 
Southern Coucal Centropus sinensis parroti: A split in Rasmussen and Anderton (2005) 
this species was seen or heard daily in K. 
Lesser Coucal Centropus bengalensis: Singles seen in C in the grasslands on 3 and 5 
Feb. 
 
Indian Scops Owl Otus bakkamoena: (1-2) roosting birds faithful to their tree hollow 
were seen on 3 consecutive visits at K with (4) tucked away in varios palm tree roosts in 
B on 8 Feb. 
Oriental Scops Owl Otus sunia: A reddish morph obscured by branches was spotlit in K 
on 30 Jan outside our hotel grounds.  
Dusky Eagle-Owl Bubo coromandus: A pair of these giants were nesting in an old 
stork’s nest at B on 8 Feb, putting on a good performance at dusk. 
Brown Fish Owl Ketupa zeylonensis: Singles in C on both 2 and 4 Feb with best views 
of the first bird being harassed by vociferous Jungle Babblers. 



Tawny Fish Owl Ketupa flavipes: We found two widely separated individuals roosting 
in the day at both The Den and in C on 2 Feb. One of our best birds of the tour. 
Asian Barred Owlet Glaucidium cuculoides: (1) in C on 5 Feb gave a good view. 
Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum: (1) in K on 30 Jan gave a great view. 
Spotted Owlet Athene brama: (1-2) seen or heard on 5 days. 
Brown Hawk Owl Ninox scutulata: Heard at K with one perched out well at Fort 
Unchagaon over some lights but slipping away quickly when it new we were onto it! 
 
Gray Nightjar Caprimulgus indicus: (2) perched in trees in The Nursery at B on 8 Feb. 
Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus: (1) roosting on the ground found during 
the day in The Nursery at B on 8 Feb. 
 
Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba: (10) K over the plateau on 30 Jan with (10) C on both 
3-4 Feb giving some great views. 
Little Swift Apus affinis: (20-50) at different historic sights in Agra on 6-7 Feb with (50) 
at BB on 9 Feb. 
 
Crested Tree Swift Hemiprocne coronata: (1-10) in K on 30-31 Jan with (2) C on 5 
Feb. 
 
Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis: (1-5) seen on 9 days. 
Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis: (1) C on 5 Feb. 
White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis: (2-6) seen on 12 days. 
Crested Kingfisher Megaceryle rudis: (1-2) seen on 3 days in C; always an impressive 
bird like just about every member of this spectacular family. 
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis: (4) seen 3-5 Feb in C. 
 
Blue-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis athertoni: (1) at The Den gave a good scope view 
and Manfred and Heidi a good video opportunity on 2 Feb. 
Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis: (4-10) seen on 4 days; another crowd favourite. 
 
Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis: (1-20) seen on 8 days including some electrifying 
flight views and a very memorable close-up in K. 
 
Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops: (1-6) seen on 6 days with several close crest up 
encounters. 
 
Indian Gray Hornbill Ocyceros birostris: (1-6) seen on 10 days with many great views. 
Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris: Heard only on 4 Feb in C, thick fog 
preventing a sighting. 
 
Great Barbet Megalaima virens: (1) on 2 Feb at The Den and (2) on 3 Feb in C. 
Brown-headed Barbet Megalaima zeylanica: Seen on 5 days and heard on a further 4; 
most frequently seen at K. 
Lineated Barbet Megalaima lineata: (1-2) seen on 3 days at C and heard on 1 other. 
Blue-throated Barbet Megalaima asiatica: (1) on 2 Feb and (1) on 5 Feb in C. 



Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima haemacephala: Seen or heard on 9 days. 
 
Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla: (1) K on 30 Jan with (2) BB on 9 Feb. Good views 
of all. 
Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker Dendrocopos nanus: Neal was lucky enough to 
spot (1) in K on the plateau on 30 Jan. 
Gray-capped Pygmy Woodpecker Dendrocopos canicapillus: (2) seen on 4 days in C. 
Fulvous-breasted Woodpecker Dendrocopos macei: (1-2) seen on 4 days in C. 
Yellow-crowned Woodpecker Dendrocopos mahrattensis: (2) BB on 9 Feb. 
Rufous Woodpecker Celeus brachyurus: (1) K on 28 Jan was a good park record with 
(1) in C on both 3 and 5 Feb. 
Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus: (1-3) seen on 3 days in C. 
Greater Yellownape Picus flavinucha: (1-3) seen on 2 days in C. 
Streak-throated Woodpecker Picus xanthopygaeus: (2) in C on both 3-4 Feb. 
Gray-headed Woodpecker Picus canus: (1-3) seen on 4 days in C. 
Himalayan Flameback Dinopium shorii: (1) male on morning of 3 Feb at The 
Watchtower in C. 
Black-rumped Flameback Dinopium benghalense: (1-5) seen on 9 days at all three 
major sites; the commonest woodpecker. 
Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes lucidus: (2) on 3 days in C giving several good 
views. 
Great Slaty Woodpecker Mulleripicus pulverulentus: It was not until we had 
encountered this species three times, as usual in noisy flocks of (6) each time that 
everyone got the megaview of the world’s largest woodpecker. Thank goodness! 
 
Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark Ermopterix grisea: (1-20) seen on 5 days with high 
count at B. 
Rufous-tailed Lark Ammomanes phoenicurus: (1) seen on the return drive to Raipur on 
31 Jan. 
Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla: (10) between Raipur and K on 27 
Jan and (10) in a barren field near B on 8 Feb. 
Crested Lark Galerida cristata: (1) near BB on 9 Feb perched on the powerlines. 
Oriental Skylark Alauda gulgula: (5-10) in flight display mode in the grasslands at C 
on 3-4 Feb. 
 
Gray-throated Sand Martin Riparia chinensis: (10-50) over the grasslands in C and 
seen entering river bank nest burrows here on 3-5 Feb with (2) BB on 9 Feb. 
Dusky Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne concolor:  (4) at BB on 9 Feb. 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica: (1-10) seen on 4 days. 
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii: (1-10) seen on 6 days with some great perched 
views of this beautiful swallow. 
Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica: (4-20) seen on 6 days; most numerous in 
grassland areas in K. 
  
 
White Wagtail Motacilla alba: (1-2) seen 5 days. 



White-browed Wagtail Motacilla madaraspatensis: (1-5) seen on 6 days with high 
count in C. 
Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola: (1-10) seen on 6 days with high count at Java. 
Gray Wagtail Motacilla cinerea: (1-3) seen on 7 days. 
Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus: (1-2) seen on 7 days. 
Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris: (5) near Raipur on 27 Jan and (2) B on 8 Feb. 
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis: (1) K on 27 Jan and (1) B on 8 Feb. 
Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni: (1) K on 29 Jan and (3) The Den on 2 Feb. 
Rosy Pipit Anthus roseatus: (1) near Ramnagar on 5 Feb. 
 
Large Cuckoo-shrike Coracina macei: (2-3) seen on 4 days in K. 
Black-winged Cuckoo-shrike Coracina melaschistos: (1) on 30 Jan in K.  
Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus: (2) K on 28 Jan and (2) B on 8 Feb. 
Long-tailed Minivet Pericrocotus ethologus: (2-10) in C on 3-4 Feb. 
Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus: (2) K on 28 Feb with (4-10) on 3-5 Feb in C. 
Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus: (4-10) on 3 days in C. 
 
Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus: (10) on both 3-4 Feb in C. 
White-eared Bulbul Pycnonotus leucotis: (2-4) at B on 8-9 Feb. 
Himalayan Bulbul Pycnonotus leucogenys: (10-50) seen on 4 days in C. 
Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer: (2-20) seen on 12 days. 
 
Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons: (2) K on 30 Jan and (4) The Den on 2 
Feb. 
Orange-bellied Leafbird Chloropsis hardwickii: (2) The Den on 2 Feb. 
 
Common Iora Aegithinia tiphia: (1) in K on both 28 and 30 Jan. 
Marshall’s Iora Aegithinia nigrolutea: (1) B on 8 Feb was a good sighting of this scarce 
Indian endemic. 
 
Brown Dipper Cinclus pallasii: (1) gave a good view on 2 Feb near The Den. 
 
Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius: (1) K on 30 Jan. 
Blue Whistling Thrush Myophonus caeruleus: (2-5) seen on 3 days in C. 
Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera citrina: (3) in K on 30 Jan gave great views with 
Heidi and Manfred seeing (1) in the hotel grounds at B on 10 Jan. 
Tickell’s Thrush Turdus unicolor: (1) B on 9 Feb in The Nursery. 
 
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis: (4-10) seen on 6 days in grasslands at K and C. 
Gray-breasted Prinia Prinia hodgsonii: (4-20) seen on 6 days in K and C. 
Jungle Prinia Prinia sylvatica: (2-4) seen on 2 days in K. 
Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis: (1-4) seen on 5 days at K, C and B. 
Plain Prinia Prinia inornata: (2-10) seen on 8 days in K, C and B. 
 



Chestnut-headed Tesia Tesia castaneocoronata: Never easy to see at the best of times 
and further complicated when trying to see one from a jeep some folks managed a view 
in response to playback in C on 4 Feb. 
Blyth’s Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum: (1) in the gardens of the Hotel 
Babylon in Raipur on 27 Jan with (1-2) showing well at B on 8-9 Feb. 
Indian Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus brunnescens: A split from Clamorous by 
Rasmussen and Anderton (2005); (1) seen well in B on 9 Feb. 
Siberian Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus tristis: (5) in hotel grounds at K on 27 Jan with (1) 
near Ramnagar on 5 Feb. 
Sulphur-bellied Warbler Phylloscopus griseolus: (1) in hotel grounds at K on 27 Jan. 
Buff-barred Warbler Phylloscopus pulcher: (2) on 2-3 Feb in C. 
Brook’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus subviridis: (1) singing bird at BB on 9 Feb took a 
while to track down but was another scarce Indian endemic. 
Hume’s Warbler Phylloscopus humei: (1-2) seen on 4 days in C and B. 
Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides: (1-2) seen or heard on 9 days. 
Whistler’s Warbler Seicercus whistleri: (1-3) seen on 3 days in C. 
Gray-hooded Warbler Seicercus xanthoschistos: (5) at The Den on 2 Feb. Recently 
shown to be a Phylloscopus warbler not in the genus listed here. 
Chestnut-crowned Warbler Seicercus castaniceps: (2) in a mixed flock in C on 5 Feb. 
Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca: (1-4) seen on 3 days in K and B. 
 
Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher Ficedula strophiata: (1) male in C on 2 Feb. 
Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva: (1-3) seen on 7 days. 
Taiga Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla: (1) colored male in The Nursery at B on 8-9 Feb. 
Ultramarine Flycatcher Ficedula superciliaris: (2) including a beautiful male in K on 
30 Jan. 
Slaty-Blue Flycatcher Ficedula tricolor: (2) including a co-operative male at The Den 
on 2 Feb with (2) both females in C on 4 Feb. 
Rusty-tailed Flycatcher Muscicapa ruficauda: (1) at The Den on 2 Feb gave a good 
view but was aseasonal. 
Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassina: (1) female at our hotel in K on 27 Jan with a 
beautiful male in K on 29 Jan. 
Rufous-bellied Niltava Niltava sundara: (1) stunning male at The Den on 2 Feb. 
Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae: Heard on 2 days in K with a good view of 
a male on 30 Jan here. 
Gray-headed Canary Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis: (1-5) seen or heard on 7 days 
at all three major sites. 
Bluethroat Luscinia svecica: (1-3) at B on 8-9 Feb. 
Oriental Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis: (2) in Raipur on 27 Jan and (4) B on 8 Feb. 
White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus: (1) female seen in K on 30 Jan. Also 
heard in C on 2 days. 
Indian Robin Saxicoloides fulicata: Seen on 2 days with high count of (10) at BB on 9 
Feb. 
Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros: (3-4) on 8-9 Feb at B and BB including some 
colourful males. 



White-capped Water Redstart Chaimarrornis leucocephalus: (2-4) seen on 3 days in 
C. 
Plumbeous Water Redstart Rhyacornis fuliginosus: (2-10) seen on 4 days in C. 
Little Forktail Enicurus scouleri: (1) gave a good scope view near The Den on 2 Feb. 
Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maura: (1-20) seen on 6 days in grasslands in K and C. 
Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata: (1-4) seen on 8 days. 
Gray Bushchat Saxicola ferrea: (2-5) seen on 3 days in C. 
Brown Rock-Chat Cercomela fusca: (2) at Quitab Minar in Delhi on 26 Jan; (1) on 6 
Feb; (2) Fatehpur Sikri on 7 Feb and (2) BB on 9 Feb. 
 
Yellow-bellied Fantail Rhipidura hypoxantha: (2-5) seen on 3 days in C. 
White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis: (1-5) seen on 4 days in C. 
 
Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea: (2) seen on 2 days in K and heard on 1 
other. 
 
White-crested Laughingthrush Garrulax leucolophus: (4) seen on 2 days in C and 
heard on 1 other. 
Puff-throated Babbler Pellorneum ruficeps: (2) seen poorly in K on 30 Jan. 
Rusty-cheeked Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinus erythrogenys: (1-2) gave some great 
views on 2 days in C; heard on 1 other. 
Indian Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinus horsfieldii: (1) in a mixed flock gave a good 
view in K on 28 Jan. Also heard on 2 days here. 
Black-chinned Babbler Stachyris pyrrhops: (5-10) seen on 2-3 Feb in C. 
Yellow-eyed Babbler Chrysomma sinense: (2) seen on 4 days with some good views. 
Common Babbler Turdoides caudatus: (6) near BB on 9 Feb. 
Jungle Babbler Turdoides striatus: (10-60) seen on 13 days; perhaps the most common 
passerine on the tour. 
Large Gray Babbler Turdoides malcolmi: (5-20) seen on 4 days mostly in B area. 
Red-billed Leiothrix Leiothrix lutea: (2) on 2 and 4 Feb in C gave some good views but 
shy. 
Blue-winged Minla Minla cyanouroptera: (10) on 2 Feb in C. 
Brown-cheeked Fulvetta Alcippe poioicephala: (2-10) seen on 3 days in K; also heard 
here on 1 other. 
White-bellied Yuhina Erpornis zantholeuca: Recently removed from the genus Yuhina; 
(2) on 5 Feb in C. 
 
Black-throated Tit Aegithalos concinnus: (1) on 2 Feb in C. 
 
Great Tit Parus major: (4-10) seen on 4 days in C. 
Black-lored Tit Parus xanthogenys: (4) of these delightful gems seen in C on 5 Feb. 
 
Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch Sitta castanea cinnamoventris: Split from the peninsula 
form; (2-5) seen on 4 days in C. 
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis: (2-10) seen on 3 days in C. 
 



Spotted Creeper Salpornis spilonotus: Heard only in the woodlands at B on 8 Feb but 
did not come into playback. 
 
Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiatica: (1-10) seen on 6 days with iridescent males often 
shining in the sun.  
Black-throated Sunbird Aethopyga saturata: (2) stunning males at The Den on 2 Feb. 
Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja: (5) including several stunning males at The Den 
on 2 Feb with (2) seen briefly in C on 4 Feb. 
 
Thick-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum agile: (1) seen in K on the plateau on 30 Jan. 
Pale-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum erythrorhynchos: (4) seen in K on the plateau on 30 
Jan in fruiting mistletoe. 
 
Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus: (10-20) seen or heard on 7 days. 
 
Indian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus kundoo: Recently split from Eurasian Golden 
Oriole; (2) seen on 28-29 Jan in K. 
Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus: (1-2) seen or heard on 4 days in K and C. 
Maroon Oriole Oriolus traillii : (1) male gave a good view in C on 3 Feb. 
 
Rufous-tailed Shrike Lanius isabellinus: (1) in grassland on the plateau in K on 30 Jan. 
Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus: (1) in hotel gardens at K on 27 Jan. 
Bay-backed Shrike Lanius vittatus: (1) on 8 Feb at B. 
Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach: (1-5) seen on 10 days; all of the rufous-backed form. 
Southern Gray Shrike Lanius meridionalis: (1) B on 8 Feb. 
 
Large Woodshrike Tephrodornis gularis: (20) in probably the largest winter flock I 
have seen on this species; probably the same flock seen on 3-4 Feb in C. 
Common Woodshrike Tephrodornis pondicerianus: (10) in K on 30 Jan on the plateau 
with (1) on 9 Feb at BB. 
 
Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus: (5-10) seen on 10 days. 
Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus: (1) at B in The Nursery on 9 Feb gave a great view 
and we could compare it directly with Black Drongo. 
White-bellied Drongo Dicrurus caerulescens: (1) in K on both 28 and 30 Jan with (1) in 
C on 3 Feb. 
Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus: (2-4) seen in C on 2 days. 
Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus remifer: (1-2) seen in C on 3 days. 
Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus: (2-5) seen mostly feeding in flowering 
Bombax trees in K and C. 
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus: (10) on 4 days in K. 
 
Red-billed Blue Magpie Urocissa erythrorhyncha: (5) at The Den on 2 Feb gave 
several great views of this spectacular species. 
Green Magpie Cissa chinensis: (2) on 4 Feb in C gave repeat excellent views; not 
typical for this skulker. 



Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda: (1-10) seen on 12 days. 
Gray Treepie Dendrocitta formosae: (1) seen briefly at The Den on 2 Feb. 
House Crow Corvus splendens: (2-100) seen on 7 days. 
Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos: (2-10) in C on 2-4 Feb. 
Indian Jungle Crow Corvus macrorhynchos culminatus: (2-50) seen on 9 days. 
 
Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus: (2) in C on 2 Feb. 
Bank Myna Acridotheres ginginianus: (5-100) seen on 5 days; commensal with 
humans. 
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis: (2-50) seen on 15 days; officially the most widely 
distributed and abundant passerine! 
Asian Pied Starling Gracupica contra: (5-50) seen on 8 days. 
Brahminy Starling Temenuchus pagodarum: (2-10) seen on 6 days with high count at 
B. 
 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus: (20) seen on 5 days. 
Chestnut-shouldered Petronia Petronia xanthocollis: (2-10) seen on 5 days in K and B. 
 
Red Avadavat Amandava amandava: (3-10) seen in the grasslands in Kanha on 2 days 
with some males gaining breeding plumage. 
Indian Silverbill Lonchura malabarica: Also known as White-throated Munia; (2-10) 
seen on 3 days with high count at BB on 9 Feb. 
White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata: (5) in K on 28 Jan. 
Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata: (2) in the hotel gardens at K on 27 Jan. 
 
Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus: (2) females in C on 4 Feb. 
 
Rock Bunting Emberiza cia: (2) at BB found at the alternative site away from the hostile 
water buffalo! 
Red-headed Bunting Emberiza bruniceps: (1) male well spotted by Ansar on our drive 
to BB on 9 Feb. 
 
 
 

MAMMALS 
 

Indian Hare Lepus nigricollis: (1) at B on 8 Feb. 
 
Five-striped Palm Squirrel Funambulus pennantii: (1-20) seen on 8 days. 
 
Jungle Cat Felis chaus: (1) in our hotel grounds at K on 27 Jan with singles seen inside 
the park on both 28-29 Jan; everyone getting a good view of this shy felid. 
Tiger Panthera tigris: We were very fortunate to encounter three tigers and get a good 
view of each. All seen were tigresses. (1) in Kanha on 29 Jan was nursing some injuries 
from a territorial skirmish with her mother the previous night according to the mahouts. 
(1) in Kanha on 31 Jan was resting up next to the kill of a Chital stag; she was in perfect 



condition. (1) in Corbett on 3 Feb was flushed by our elephant and wandered in front of 
us occasionally staring back and scent marking. We saw a lot of footprints on most days 
but you need a certain element of luck to see the great cat and to see it three times in 
Corbett and Kanha paid the dividends for our time in the field.  
 
Indian Gray Mongoose Herpestes edwardsii: (1) C on 3 Feb; (1) B on 9 Feb and (2) 
cute juveniles playing together here on 10 Feb. 
Ruddy Mongoose Herpestes smithii: Singles seen fleetingly in K on both 28 and 30 Jan. 
 
Golden Jackal Canis aureus: (1) female in K entertained us chasing pipits and 
disturbing stone-curlews on 31 Jan. (2) seen in the grasslands in C on 3 Feb. (4) howling 
in the late afternoon were seen well in B on 8 Feb. 
 
Smooth Otter Lutrogale perspicillata: (2) well spotted by Heidi late in the afternoon 
from the Dhikala lookout in C was set up in the scope and gave good views on 4 Feb. 
 
Yellow-throated Marten Martes flavigula: (3) gave a great view at The Den on 2 Feb. 
 
Indian Flying-fox Pteropus giganteus: (2-50) seen on 4 days at K and BB. 
Short-nosed Fruit-Bat Cyanopterus sphinx: (2) seen at a fruiting tree in the hotel 
grounds at K whilst we were trying to track down Oriental Scops Owl. These small fruit 
bats have a bright orange collar. 
 
Naked-rumped Tomb Bat Taphozous nudiventris: (3) found roosting in a quiet corner 
of the concubine’s quarters at Fatehpur Sikri gave great views and photo opportunities on 
7 Feb. 
 
Northern Plains Gray Langur Semnopithecus entellus: (10-50) daily in K with (20) at 
Sikandra on 6 Feb. 
Tarai Gray Langur Semnopithecus hector: (10-20) seen over 4 days in C. 
Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta: (30-100) seen on 9 days. 
 
Wild Boar Sus scrofa: (1-10) seen on 7 days; recorded in K, C and B. 
 
Barking Deer Muntiacus muntjak: (1) seen in K on 2 days with (2-3) seen on 4 days in 
C. 
Sambar Cervus unicolor: (2-20) seen on 8 days; recorded in K, C and B. 
Swamp Deer Cervus duvaucelii: (10-30) seen on 4 days in the grasslands at K. 
Spotted Deer Axis axis: (40-200) seen on 10 days; recorded in K, C and B 
Hog Deer Axis porcinus: (10) seen in the grasslands at C on 3-4 Feb 
 
Blackbuck Antilope cervicapra: (100) in the gardens of Sikandra on 6 Feb. 
Nilgai Boselaphus tragocamelus: (3-30) seen on 3 days mostly in B. 
 
Gaur Bos gaurus: (1-20) seen on 4 days in K. 
 



Asian Elephant Elephas maximus: (10-30) seen on 4 days inside C. We enjoyed a lot of 
elephant behaviour and observations during our stay in this great national park. 
 
Indian Gerbil Tatera indica: (1-2) seen in the mornings on our predawn drives to Mukki 
Gate at K. We managed several good views of this attractive rodent with its long black 
tufted tail. 
Indian Bush Rat Golunda elliotti: (1) found basking in the early morning at B on 8 Feb 
allowed some great photos showing the unique furred inside conch-shaped ears. Another 
attractive native rodent. 
 
 

 
Swamp Deer – Dion Hobcroft 

 
 

REPTILES 
 

Indian Flapshell Turtle Lissemys punctata: (1) in a small pond in K on 29 Feb. 
Ganges Softshell Trionyx gangeticus: (2-4) of these giant softshells seen basking at B 
on 8-9 Feb. 
 
Dhongoka Terrapin Kachuga dhongoka: (2) basking on a log in a stream in C on 4 Feb. 
 



Gharial Gavialis gangeticus: (2) on 3 Feb in C including watching a swimming male 
about 4 m long with its bulbous projection on its rostrum. 
 
Indian Monitor Varanus bengalensis: (1) very tame in B on 8 Feb  
 
Indian Rock Python Python molurus: (1) seen by Neal and Ronna on 9 Feb in B. 
 
Common Rat Snake Ptyas mucosus: (1) subadult about 70 cm long was seen in the 
midmorning at BB on 9 Feb. 
 
Indian Cobra Naja naja: (1) basking mid morning in C on 4 Feb allowed good 
photographic opportunities. 
 
 



 
          Indian Cobra – Dion Hobcroft 


