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VICTOR EMANUEL NATURE TOURS, INC.,

GRAND VENEZUELA TOUR: PART 1
The Northern Cordillera, Coastal Lagoons and Deserts

March 2—March 10, 2009

Led by Steve Hilty; Assisted by Mario Garcia

Foggy and rainy weather, as well as some spectacular birding days between (or in spite of) the
weather, marked this short introduction to northern Venezuela. Our Grand Venezuela trip, now
separated into two parts, visits a wide spectrum of habitats in northern and western Venezuela. Part
I, the shorter of the two, visits the endemic-rich northern cordillera, coastal dry forests, mangroves,
tidal lagoons, some ranchland, and the desert near Barquisimeto. This year it has been rainy across
most of western South America, and Venezuela was no exception, with dense fog and some rain on
the day we were to visit the Biological Station at Rancho Grande. Instead, we opted to move to lower
elevations where we enjoyed a splendid day of birding in the coastal cordillera foothills and lowland
cocoa plantations, areas both warmer and drier, and ones that proved extremely productive with
such attractive species as Fasciated Tiger-Heron, White-necked Puffbird, White-tipped Quetzal,
Lance-tailed and Wire-tailed manikins, and many thrushes and tanagers.

Intermittent rain followed us to the “dry forests” of Chichirivichi, but did not prevent us from
logging Black-backed Antshrike, White-bellied Antbird, Glaucous Tanager, and other characteristic
birds of the ““drier” coastal forests. With clearing weather we enjoyed a spectacular morning of
birding at Cerro Mision, an area of ranchland and hill forest. In addition to a record 15 species of
raptors, we saw 6 species of psittacines that morning, as well as enormous Horned Screamers and
tiny White-eared Conebills. Our final morning in the desert near Barquisimeto provided an
opportunity to see numerous desert specialties including the Stripe-backed Wren, a large lek of
Buffy Hummingbirds, and Pale-headed Jacamar.

Our trip concluded with a visit to the desert, but everyone remained for Part Il, and we were pleased
to have an additional member join us for our continuing travels in the Andes and the Cedral Ranch.
We encountered more fog in the Andes, but still ended our trip with a combined total of more than
500 species.

KEY:

Boldface = uncommon, or of interest because species is rare, local, or difficult to observe.
BOLD CAPITAL = endemic to Venezuela.

Asterisk (*) = heard only; [ ] brackets=seen/hd only by guide



LIST OF SPECIES:

Brown Pelican

Pelecanus occidentalis

Neotropic Cormorant

Phalacrocorax olivaceus

Anhinga Anhinga anhinga
Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens
Whistling Heron Syrigma sibilatrix
Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi

Great Egret Casmerodius albus

Tricolored Heron

Hydranassa tricolor

Little Blue Heron

Egretta caerulea

Snowy Egret Egretta thula

Cattle Egret Bulbulcus ibis
Striated Heron Butorides striatus
Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax
Fasciated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma fasciatum
Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatus
Pinnated Bittern Botaurus pinnatus
Wood Stork Mycteria Americana
Bare-faced Ibis Phimosus infuscatus
Scarlet Ibis Eudocimus ruber
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus
Roseate Spoonbill Ajaia ajaja

American (Caribbean) Flamingo

Phoenicopterus ruber

000+at Chichirivichi

Horned Screamer

Anhima cornuta

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck

Dendrocygna bicolor

White-cheeked Pintail

Anas bahamensis

Blue-winged Teal

Anas discors

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus
King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa
Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis

Crane Hawk

Geranospiza caerulescens

Common Black-Hawk

Buteogallus anthracinus

Great Black-Hawk

Buteogallus urubitinga

Savanna Hawk

Buteogallus meridionalis

Harris” Hawk

Parabuteo uncinatus

Black-collared Hawk

Busarellus nigricollis

Roadside Hawk

Buteo magnirostris

Gray Hawk

Buteo nitidus

Black-and-white Hawk-Eagle

Spizastur melanoleucus

Northern Crested-Caracara

Polyborus cheriway

Yellow-headed Caracara

Milvago chimachima

Laughing Falcon

Herpetotheres cachinnans

American Kestrel

Falco sparverius

.




Bat Falcon

Falco rufigularis

Rufous-vented Chachalaca

Ortalis ruficauda

Band-tailed Guan

Penelope argyrotis (or Penelope sp.)

Crested Bobwhite Colinus cristatus

Limpkin Aramus guarauna
*RUSTY-FLANKED CRAKE Laterallus levraudi (endemic)
(endemic)

*PLAIN-FLANKED RAIL Rallus wetmorei (endemic)
(endemic)

Gray-necked Wood-Rail

Aramides axillaries

Common Moorhen

Gallinula chloropus

Wattled Jacana

Jacana jacana

Black-necked Stilt

Himantopus mexicanus

Double-striped Thick-knee

Burhinus bistriatus

Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus

Snipe sp. Gallinago (paraguaiae or delicata)
Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria

Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes

Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla

Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla
Laughing Gull Larus atricilla
Royal Tern Sterna maxima
Rock Dove Columba livia

Bare-eyed Pigeon

Columba corensis

Band-tailed Pigeon

Columba fasciata

Pale-vented Pigeon

Columba cayennensis

Ruddy Pigeon

Columba subvinacea

Eared Dove

Zenaida auriculata

Common Ground-Dove

Columbina passerina

Ruddy Ground-Dove

Columbina talpacoti

Scaled Dove

Scardafella squammata

White-tipped Dove

Leptotila verreauxi

*Lined Quail-Dove

Geotrygon linearis

Red-and-green Macaw

Ara chloroptera

Chestnut-fronted Macaw

Ara severa

*Scarlet-fronted Parakeet

Aratinga wagleri

Brown-throated Parakeet

Aratinga pertinax

BLOOD (RED)-EARED
PARAKEET

Pyrrhura hoematotis (endemic)

Green-rumped Parrotlet

Forpus passerinus

Orange-chinned Parakeet

Brotogeris jugularis

*Lilac-tailed Parrotlet

Touit batavica

Blue-headed Parrot

Pionus menstruus

Red-billed Parrot

Pionus sordidus
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Yellow-crowned Parrot

Amazona ochrocephala

Orange-winged Parrot

Amazona amazonica

Squirrel Cuckoo

Piaya cayana

Smooth-billed Ani

Crotophaga ani

Groove-billed Ani

Crotophaga sulcirostris

Striped Cuckoo

Tapera naevia

*Pavonine Cuckoo

Dromococcyx pavoninus

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl

Glaucidium brasilianum

White-collared Swift

Streptoprocne zonaris

Rufous-breasted Hermit

Glaucis hirsute

Brown Violetear

Colibri delphinae

Green Violetear

Colibri thalassinus

Black-throated Mango

Anthracothorax nigricollis

Blue-tailed Emerald

Chlorostilbon mellisugus

Golden-tailed Sapphire

Chrysuronia oenone

Buffy Hummingbird Leucippus fallax
Glittering-throated Hummingbird Amazilia fimbriata
Copper-rumped Hummingbird Amazilia tobaci (endemic)
White-vented Plumeleteer Chalybura buffoni

Violet-fronted Brilliant

Heliodoxa leadbeateri

Booted Racket-tail

Ocreatus underwoodii

Tyrian Metaltail

Metallura tyrianthina

Long-tailed Sylph

Aglaiocercus kingi

Rufous-shafted Woodstar

Chaetocercus jourdanii

Collared Trogon Trogon collaris
White-tipped Quetzal Pharomachrus fulgidus
Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata

Amazon Kingfisher

Chloroceryle amazona

PALE-HEADED JACAMAR

Brachygalba goeringi (near endemic)

Rufous-tailed Jacamar

Galbula ruficauda

White-necked Puffbird

Notharchus macrorhynchos

Russet-throated Puffbird

Bucco ruficollis

GROOVE-BILLED TOUCANET

Aulacorhynchus sulcatus (endemic)

Scaled Piculet

Picumnus squamulatus

Red-crowned Woodpecker

Melanerpes rubricapillus

Smoky-brown Woodpecker

Veniliornis fumigatus

*Red-rumped Woodpecker

Veniliornis kirkii

Golden-olive Woodpecker

Piculus rubiginosus

Lineated Woodpecker

Dryocopus lineatus

Crimson-crested Woodpecker

Campephilus melanoleucos

Pale-legged (Caribbean Hornero)

Furnarius longirostris

*Pale-breasted Spinetail

Synallaxis albescens

BLACK-THROATED SPINETAIL
(Endemic)

Synallaxis castanea

White-whiskered Spinetail

Poecilurus candei

Crested Spinetail

Cranioleuca subcristata

Common (Plain) Thornbird

Phacellodomus rufifrons
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Streaked Tuftedcheek

Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii

Montane Foliage-gleaner

Anabacerthia striaticollis

*GUTTULATED FOLIAGE-
GLEANER (Endemic)

Syndactyla guttulata (endemic)

Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner

Philydor rufus

Streak-capped Treehunter

Thripadectes virgaticeps

Olivaceous Woodcreeper

Sittasomus griseicapillus

Cocoa Woodcreeper

Xiphorhynchus susurrans

Straight-billed Woodcreeper

Xiphorhynchus picus

Montane Woodcreeper

Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger

Streak-headed Woodcreeper

Lepidocolaptes souleyetii

*QGreat Antshrike

Taraba major

Black-crested Antshrike

Sakesphorus canadensis

Black-backed Antshrike

Sakesphorus melanonotus

Barred Antshrike

Thamnophilus doliatus

Plain Antvireo

Dysithamnus mentalis

Rufous-winged Antwren

Herpsilochmus rufimarginatus

(Northern) White-fringed Antwren

Formicivora grisea

White-bellied Antbird

Myrmeciza longipes

*Black-faced Antthrush

Formicarius analis

*Short-tailed Antthrush

Chamaeza campanisona

*Schwartz’s Antthrush

Chamaeza turdina

Chestnut-crowned Antpitta

Grallaria ruficapilla

*Plain-backed Antpitta

Grallaria haplonota

*Scallop-breasted Antpitta

Grallaricula loricata (endemic)

Slate-crowned Antpitta

Grallaricula nana

CARACAS TAPACULO

Scytalopus caracae (endemic)

Golden-breasted Fruiteater

Pipreola aureopectus

Wire-tailed Manakin

Pipra filicauda

Lance-tailed Manakin

Chiroxiphia lanceolata

Sooty-headed Tyrannulet

Phyllomyias griseiceps

Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardii
Greenish Elaenia Myiopagis viridicata
Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster
Mountain Elaenia Elaenia frantzii

Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet

Camptostoma obsoletum

White-throated Tyrannulet

Mecocerculus stictopterus

Mouse-colored Tyrannulet

Phaeomyias murina

Venezuelan Tyrannulet

Zimmerius improbus

Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant

Pogonotriccus ophthalmicus

Slaty-capped Flycatcher

Leptopogon superciliaris

Northern Scrub-Flycatcher

Sublegatus arenarum

Slender-billed Tyrannulet

Inezia tenuirostris

Slate-headed Tody-Flycatcher

Todirostrum sylvia

Common Tody-Flycatcher

Todirostrum cinereum

Yellow-olive Flycatcher

Tolmomyias sulphurescens

Yellow-breasted Flycatcher (Ochre-

Tolmomyias flaviventris
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lored Flatbill)

Bran-colored Flycatcher

Myiophobus fasciatus

*Smoke-colored Pewee

Contopus fumigatus

Tropical Pewee

Contopus cinereus

Black Phoebe

Sayornis nigricans

Vermillion Flycatcher

Pyrocephalus rubinus

Yellow-bellied Chat-Tyrant

Ochthoeca diadema

Pied Water-Tyrant

Fluvicola pica

Cattle Tyrant

Machetornis rixosus

Rusty-margined Flycatcher

Myiozetetes cayanensis

Social Flycatcher

Mpyiozetetes similis

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus
Golden-crowned Flycatcher Myiodynastes chrysocephalus
Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculates
Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus

Brown-crested Flycatcher

Myiarchus tyrannulus

*Bright-rumped Attila

Attila spadiceus

Masked Tityra

Tityra semifasciata

Cinereous Becard

Pachyramphus rufus

Chestnut-crowned Becard

Pachyramphus castaneus

White-winged Becard

Pachyramphus polychopterus

White-winged Swallow

Tachycineta albiventer

Blue-and-white Swallow

Notiochelidon cyanoleuca

Southern Rough-winged Swallow

Stelgidopteryx ruficollis

Gray-breasted Martin

Progne chalybea

Barn Swallow

Hirundo rustica

Black-capped Donacobius

Donacobius atricapillus

Bicolored Wren

Campylorhynchus griseus

Stripe-backed Wren

Campylorhynchus nuchalis

Whiskered Wren Thryothorus mystacalis
*Rufous-breasted Wren Thryothorus rutilus
Buff-breasted Wren Thryothorus leucotis

House Wren

Troglodytes aedon

*Gray-breasted Wood-Wren

Henicorhina leucophrys

*Scaly-breasted Wren

Microcerculus marginatus

Tropical Mockingbird

Mimus gilvus

Andean Solitaire

Myadestes ralloides

Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush

Catharus aurantiirostris

Yellow-legged Thrush

Platycichla flavipes

Glossy-black Thrush

Turdus serranus

Pale-breasted Thrush

Turdus leucomelas

Cocoa Thrush

Turdus fumigatus

Bare-eyed Thrush

Turdus nudigenis

*White-necked thrush

Turdus albicollis

Long-billed Gnatwren

Ramphocaenus melanurus

Tropical Gnatcatcher

Polioptila plumbea
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Green (Inca) Jay

Cyanocorax yncas

Brown-capped Vireo

Vireo leucophrys

Red-eyed Vireo

Vireo olivaceus

*Scrub Greenlet

Hylophilus flavipes

Golden-fronted Greenlet

Hylophilus aurantiifrons

Rufous-browed Peppershrike

Cyclarhis gujanensis

Trinidad Euphonia

Euphonia trinitatis

Thick-billed Euphonia

Euphonia laniirostris

Golden-rumped Euphonia

Euphonia cyanocephala

Orange-bellied Euphonia

Euphonia xanthogaster

Yellow-bellied Siskin

Carduelis xanthogastra

Lesser Goldfinch Carduelis psaltria
Tennessee Warbler Vermivora peregrina
Tropical Parula Parula pitiayumi
Yellow Warbler Dendroica aestiva
Blackburnian Warbler Dendroica fusca

Cerulean Warbler

Dendroica cerulea

Black-and-white Warbler

Mpniotilta varia

American Redstart

Setophaga ruticilla

Northern Waterthrush

Seiurus noveboracensis

Slate-throated Whitestart

Myioborus miniatus

Black-crested Warbler

Basileuterus nigrocristatus

Three-striped Warbler

Basileuterus tristriatus

Bananaquit Coereba flaveola
White-eared Conebill Conirostrum leucogenys
Bicolored Conebill Conirostrum bicolor

Common Bush-Tanager

Chlorospingus ophthalmicus

Oleaginous Hemispingus

Hemispingus frontalis

Fulvous-headed Tanager

Thlypopsis fulviceps

Guira Tanager

Hemithraupis guira

White-lined Tanager

Tachyphonus rufus

Highland Hepatic-Tanager

Piranga lutea

White-winged Tanager

Piranga leucoptera

Silver-beaked Tanager

Ramphocelus carbo

Blue-gray Tanager

Thraupis episcopus

Glaucous Tanager

Thraupis glaucocolpa

Blue-capped Tanager

Thraupis cyanocephala

Palm Tanager

Thraupis palmarum

Blue-winged Mt.-Tanager

Anisognathus somptuosus

Fawn-breasted Tanager

Pipraeidea melanonota

Golden Tanager

Tangara arthus

Speckled Tanager

Tangara guttata

Bay-headed Tanager

Tangara gyrola

Burnished-buff Tanager

Tangara cayana

Rufous-cheeked Tanager

Tangara rufigenis (endemic)

Blue-necked Tanager

Tangara nigricollis

Beryl-spangled Tanager

Tangara nigroviridis
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Black-capped Tanager

Tangara heinei

Black-headed Tanager

Tangara cyanoptera

Blue Dacnis

Dacnis cayana

Green Honeycreeper

Chlorophanes spiza

Purple-Honeycreeper

Cyanerpes caeruleus

Red-legged Honeycreeper

Cyanerpes cyaneus

Swallow-Tanager

Tersina viridis

Blue-black Grassquit

Volatinia jacarina

Gray Seedeater

Sporophila intermedia

Yellow-bellied Seedeater

Sporophila nigricollis

Bluish Flowerpiercer

Diglossa caerulescens

Saffron Finch

Sicalis flaveola

Ochre-breasted Brush-Finch

Atlapetes semirufus

Chestnut-capped Brush-Finch

Atlapetes brunneinuchus

Golden-winged Sparrow

Arremon schlegeli

Rufous-collared Sparrow

Zonotrichia capensis

Streaked Saltator

Saltator striatipectus

Grayish Saltator

Saltator coerulescens

*Buff-throated Saltator

Saltator maximus

Orinocan Saltator

Saltator orenocensis

Ultramarine Grosbeak

Cyanocompsa brissonii

Yellow-hooded Blackbird

Agelaius icterocephalus

Red-breasted Blackbird

Sturnella militaris

Eastern Meadowlark

Sturnella magna

Carib Grackle Quiscalus lugubris
Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis
Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus
Yellow-backed Oriole Icterus chrysater
Yellow Oriole Icterus nigrogularis

Orange-crowned Oriole

Icterus auricapillus

Venezuelan Troupial

Icterus icterus

Yellow-rumped Cacique

Cacicus cela

Russet-backed Oropendola

Psarocolius angustifrons

Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus
Oriole Blackbird Gymnomystax mexicanus
LIST OF MAMMALS:

Three-toed Sloth, Bradypus variegatus, El Limon Rd
Red Howler Monkey, Alouatta seniculus, hd

Capybara, Hydrochaeris hydrochaeris, Cerro Mision (the first one I’ve seen here)

Red-tailed Squirrel, Sciurus granadensis, RG




