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TINALANDIA PRE-TRIP 
November 11–16, 2009 

 
By Paul Greenfield 

 
 
The Tinalandia Pre-trip is a perfect complement to our Ecuador: the Northwestern Andean 
Slopes tour. The main area of focus during our four-day excursion centers on the Pacific 
coastal lowlands and lower foothills, but it all begins with a long winding drive down the “Old” 
Chiriboga Road, which meanders its way capriciously down from a relatively high (10,000+ft.) 
pass just southwest of the capital city of Quito, to our final destination in the lush and warm 
“Tropics.” 
 
Our first day offered a pleasant orientation to Ecuador’s renowned biodiversity. We enjoyed 
great scenery and an interesting selection of Andean birds which included Torrent Duck; 
Tawny-bellied Hermit; Collared Inca; Gorgeted Sunangel; Tyrian Metaltail; Violet-tailed Sylph; 
Masked Trogon; Crimson-rumped Toucanet; Bar-bellied Woodpecker; Pearled Treerunner; 
Streaked Tuftedcheek; Strong-billed Woodcreeper; Red-crested Cotinga; Cinnamon 
Flycatcher; Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant; Smoky Bush-Tyrant; White-capped Dipper; Mountain 
Wren; Black-crested Warbler; Scarlet-bellied, Blue-winged, and Buff-breasted mountain-
tanagers; Metallic-green Tanager; and spectacular looks at Plush-capped Finch.  
 
As we battled a bit with uncharacteristic drought-like conditions that have been pounding 
Ecuador over the last few months, Tinalandia still held up to its reputation and even brought 
us a few surprises. A set of fruiting trees kept us busy on two mornings, and we came up with 
a first record for the area of a female Golden-headed Quetzal that was hanging out there. We 
also found a Sooty-crowned Flycatcher, a Tumbesian regional endemic that may well be a 
new record for the area. Additional species of interest include Swallow-tailed and Plumbeous 
kites, White-throated Crake, Pallid Dove, Maroon-tailed Parakeet, Pacific Parrotlet, 
Spectacled Owl, Violet-bellied Hummingbird, Purple-crowned Fairy, Chocó Trogon, Rufous-
tailed Jacamar, Red-rumped Woodpecker, Plain-brown and Streak-headed woodcreepers, 
White-backed Fire-eye, Sooty-headed Tyrannulet, Masked Water-Tyrant, Piratic Flycatcher, 
Band-backed Wren, Dusky-faced and White-lined tanagers, Orange-billed Sparrow, Slate-
colored Grosbeak, Black-winged Saltator, Scrub Blackbird, Shiny Cowbird, and Yellow-tailed 
Oriole. 
 
Our visit to Río Palenque Scientific Center, which is located at a lower, even more tropical 
elevation, was fairly active as well. We came across three species of trogons that were 
apparently attracted to the same fruiting tree and, along with excellent looks at both Collared 
and Western White-tailed, we were able to get fine scope views of another Tumbesian 
endemic, an Ecuadorian Trogon. Other species of interest there include Ecuadorian Ground-
Dove, Baron’s Hermit, Pied and White-whiskered puffbirds, Orange-fronted Barbet,  
Guayaquil Woodpecker, Red-billed Scythebill, Purple-throated Fruitcrow, White-bearded 
Manakin, Ochre-bellied and Vermilion flycatchers, Snowy-throated Kingbird, Gray-and-gold 
Warbler, Blue-necked Tanager, Crimson-breasted Finch, Dull-colored Grassquit, and Blue-
black Grosbeak. 
 
Possibly most important about these two locations, and this pre-trip, has more to do with the 
general bird activity and the local and common species that are found regularly, as this 



serves as a tremendous learning tool—familiarizing oneself with the basics of Neotropical 
birding. This is one of the best areas in Ecuador to really get a handle on these interesting 
and challenging bird families, and to have a chance to see a good many species under often 
optimum conditions. 
 
ITINERARY 
Nov. 11  – Arrival Quito 
Nov. 12 – Early departure from Quito—all day along the “Old” Chiriboga Road to Tinalandia  
                 Nature Reserve  (3000-700m) 
Nov. 13 – Tinalandia Nature Rerserve grounds (750-800m) 
Nov. 14 – Río Palenque Scientific Center day-trip (100-200m) 
Nov. 15 – Tinalandia grounds until noon; drive to Quito 
Nov. 16 – NW Andean Slopes tour begins 
 
THE SPECIES LIST 
 
  Abbreviations: 
     Quito area = Q 
     Chiriboga Road = Ch 
     Tinalandia Nature Reserve= T 
     Río Palenque Scientific Center= RP 
    
TINAMOUS: TINAMIDAE 
  Little Tinamou (Crypturellus soui)—Basically heard only at T and RP (1 may have been  
        glimpsed at the lily pond in the late afternoon at T) 
 
GREBES: PODICIPEDIDAE 
  Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps)—At least 4 were scoped somewhat distantly on  
       the Río Baba at RP 
 
CORMORANTS: PHALACROCORACIDAE 
  Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus)—Singles were seen on the Río Toachi  
       from T; at least 4 were seen along the Río Baba at RP 
  
HERONS & BITTERNS:  ARDEIDAE 
  Great Eget (Ardea alba)—2 or so were seen along the Río Baba at RP 
  Snowy Egret (Egretta thula)—1 was seen on the Río Toachi from T 
  Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulea)—1 was seen along the Río Baba at RP 
  Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis)—Large numbers were seen daily (up to 300) 
 
DUCKS, GEESE & SWANS: ANATIDAE 
  Torrent Duck (Merganetta armata)—3, including 1 juvenile male, were seen well at the  
       bridge along the lower end of Ch 
 
AMERICAN VULTURES:  CATHARTIDAE 
  Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus)—Quite common throughout; on all but our first field day  
  Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura)—Fairly common; seen on all but our first field day 
 
 



KITES, EAGLES & HAWKS:  ACCIPITRIDAE 
  Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus)—3, then 1 on our last morning, were seen soaring  
        low overhead at T; a beautiful sight  
  Plumbeous Kite (Ictinia plumbea)—1 was seen soaring high overhead at T 
  Bicolored Hawk (Accipiter bicolor)—1 was seen briefly as it flew by at RP 
  Barred Hawk (Leucopternis princeps)—Heard only, but never seen, at T 
  Roadside Hawk (Bureo magnirostris)—1 was seen at T; 2 more were seen at RP 
 
FALCONS & CARACARAS: FALCONIDAE 
  American Kestrel (Falco sparverius)—2 were seen well at the upper end of Ch 
 
NEW WORLD QUAILS: ODONTOPHORIDAE 
   Rufous-fronted Wood-Quail (Odontophorus erythrops)—Heard only several times  
       (especially in the mornings) at T 
 
RAILS, GALLINULES & COOTS: RALLIDAE 
  White-throated Crake (Laterallus albigularis)—Superbly close looks at 1 bird around  
        a Papyrus stand at the lily pond at T 
 
SANDPIPERS & ALLIES: SCOLOPACIDAE 
  Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius)—Singles seen along ríos Toachi and Baba at T and  
        RP 
 
PIGEONS & DOVES:  COLUMBIDAE 
  Rock Pigeon (Columba livia)—Seen around Quito and other towns and villages 
  Band-tailed Pigeon (Patagioenas fasciatus)—10-15 along the upper Ch; a rather common  
        species of the Andean slopes 
  Pale-vented Pigeon (Columba cayennensis)—3 were seen at T (a relatively recent resident  
        there); 6 or so were seen at RP 
  Plumbeous Pigeon (Columba plumbea)—At least 6 were seen (including good scope  
         views) and heard at T  
  Eared Dove (Zenaida auriculata)—A common species in and around Quito 
  Ecuadorian Ground-Dove (Columbina buckleyi)—10 were seen in more open habitats at  
         RP 
  Blue Ground-Dove (Columbina pretiosa)—Heard only at RS 
  White-tipped Dove (Leptotila verreauxi)—1 was seen (and heard) at RP 
  Pallid Dove (Leptotila pallida)—A few were seen (including good looks) at T; heard only at  
         RP 
  Ruddy Quail-Dove (Geotrygon montana)—Heard only at RP 
     
PARROTS & MACAWS:  PSITTACIDAE 
  Maroon-tailed Parakeet (Pyrrhura melanura)—Quite a few seen; mostly small bands of 6-8  
         Flybys were at both T and RP; a group of 6 were seen well at T, along the driveway 
  Pacific Parrotlet  (Forpus coelestis)—1 female was seen closely in shrubby edge of pasture  
          at T; this Tumbesian endemic is a relatively new arrival to this area 
  Red-billed Parrot (Pionus sordidus)—Some 6 were seen in flight along Ch 
  Bronze-winged Parrot  (Pionus chalcopterus)—Only a few were seen this trip; some 6-8 in  
          all, at T 
 



CUCKOOS: CUCULIDAE 
  Yellow-billed Cuckoo  (Coccyzus americanus)—A rare transient to Ecuador; we found 1  
          bird hidden high in canopy at RP (14 Nov.). A first record for this site 
  Squirrel Cuckoo (Piaya cayana)—2 or so were seen on all but our first day, at T and RP 
  Smooth-billed Ani (Crotophaga ani)—5 or so were seen daily on all but our first day; T and  
          RP 
   Striped Cuckoo (Tapera naevia)—Heard only at RP 
 
TYPICAL OWLS: STRIGIDAE 
  Pacific Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium peruanum)—Heard only on two days (strangely not  
          responsive) at T 
  Spectacled Owl (Pulsatrix perspicillata)—1 flew right over us in the late afternoon, at T 
 
NIGHTJARS & ALLIES: CAPRIMULGIDAE 
  Pauraque (Nyctidromus albicollis)—2 were flushed up from the driveway, predawn at T 
 
SWIFTS: APODIDAE 
  White-collared Swift (Streptoprocne zonaris)—Common; seen on all but our first day in large  
         numbers over T and RP 
  Gray-rumped Swift (Chaetura cinereiventris)—Fair numbers were seen at both T and RP 
 
HUMMINGBIRD: TROCHILIDAE 
 White-whiskered Hermit  (Phaethornis yaruqui)—A common Chocó endemic species seen  
          daily at T, often close looks at feeders  
  Baron’s Hermit  (Phaethornis baroni)—Aka Western Long-tailed Hermit (P. longirostris) by  
          some authors. Singles of this Tumbesian regional endemic were seen at RP, and T  
          (where glanced as it flew by us) 
  Tawny-bellied Hermit  (Phaethornis syrmatophorus)—Very nice looks of 1 at Heliconia  
          flowers along the Ch 
  Sparkling Violetear (Colibri coruscans)—A common garden species in Quito 
  Green Thorntail (Popelairia conversii)—1 female was seen at RP 
  Green-crowned Woodnymph (Thalurania fannyi)—Generally common throughout the area  
          and seen at both T and RP; obviously, best views were at T feeders  
  Violet-bellied Hummingbird (Damophila julie)—1 female was seen visiting a feeder at T;  
          few records of this species from this area 
 Rufous-tailed Hummingbird (Amazilia tzacatl)—The most common lowland species of the  
        west, in gardens and open areas; many seen at T 
 Speckled Hummingbird (Adelomyia melanogenys)—1 was seen briefly along the Ch  
   Green-crowned Brilliant (Heliodoxa jacula)—3 or so were seen closely and repeatedly at  
          T feeders  
   Collared Inca (Coeligena torquata)—1 female was seen along the Ch      
   Gorgeted Sunangel (Heliangelus strophianus)—1 male was seen along the Ch (<1700m) 
   Sapphire-vented Puffleg (Eriocnemis luciani)—2 were seen along the upper Ch 
   Black-tailed Trainbearer (Lesbia victoriae)—1 female was seen in Quito Hotel gardens on  
         our last day 
   Tyrian Metaltail (Metallura tyrianthina)—2 were seen along the upper Ch 
   Violet-tailed Sylph  (Aglaiocercus coelestis)—1 of this Chocó-Andean specialty was seen  
        well along the Ch 
   Purple-crowned Fairy (Heliothryx barroti)—1 was seen closely at T (not at feeders) 



QUETZALS & TROGONS: TROGONIDAE 
    Western White-tailed Trogon (Trogon chionurus)—Aka White-tailed Trogon (T. viridis) by  
        some authors. A close pair was seen and scoped nicely at RP 
    Chocó Trogon  (Trogon comptus)— Aka White-eyed Trogon by some authors. 2 of this  
        Chocó endemic specialty were seen on two days at a group of fruiting trees at T;  
        another single male was whistled in for great looks along the upper trail at T 
    Collared Trogon (Trogon collaris)—1 male was seen and scoped nicely at RP 
    Masked Trogon (Trogon personatus)—1 was seen and scoped along the Ch 
    Ecuadorian Trogon  (Trogon mesurus)—Aka Black-tailed Trogon (T. melanurus) by some  
        authors. This Tumbesian endemic specialty was seen and scoped nicely at RP 
    Golden-headed Quetzal  (Pharomachrus auriceps)—1 female plumaged bird was seen  
        closely on two days at fruiting trees at T–where a first record for this locality (and  
        altitude?) 
 
KINGFISHERS: ALCEDINIDAE 
   Ringed Kingfisher (Megaceryle torquata)—1 was scoped along the Río Baba at RP 
  
MOTMOTS: MOMOTIDAE 
   Rufous Motmot (Baryphthengus martii)—Heard only at RP; a nice pair were scoped at T 
 
JACAMARS: GALBULIDAE 
   Rufous-tailed Jacamar (Galbula ruficauda)—5 in all were seen well, on two days, at T 
 
PUFFBIRDS: BUCCONIDAE 
   Pied Puffbird  (Notharchus macrorhynchos)—Nice pair was seen well (scoped too) at RP 
   White-whiskered Puffbird (Malacoptila panamensis)—1 was seen (scoped briefly) at RP 
 
BARBETS: CAPITONIDAE 
   Orange-fronted Barbet  (Capito squamatus)—A pair of this Chocó endemic specialty was  
          seen at T; then 8 or so (including great looks) were seen at RP 
   Red-headed Barbet (Eubucco bourcierii)—1 male was seen at T; several others were heard  
          only at T and RP 
   Toucan Barbet (Semnornis ramphastinus)—Two pair were heard only along the Ch 
                        
TOUCANS: RAMPHASTIDAE 
   Crimson-rumped Toucanet (Aulacorhynchus haematopygus)—Quite scarce this trip; 3 were  
          seen along the lower Ch on our first day 
   Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan (Andigena laminirostris)—4 were heard only along the Ch 
   Pale-mandibled Araçari  (Pteroglossua erythropygius)—Considered a race of Collared  
        Araçari (P. torquatus) by some authors. Great anmd repeated looks at 3 at T feeders; at  
        least 4 were seen well at RP 
   Chocó Toucan (Ramphastos brevis)—Heard only at T 
 
WOODPECKERS: PICIDAE 
   Olivaceous Piculet (Picumnus olivaceus)—Nice, close looks at a pair, with a mixed foraging  
        flock, at T 
   Black-cheeked Woodpecker (Melanerpes pucherani)—At least 6 in all were seen at both T  
        and RP  
    



   Bar-bellied Woodpecker  (Veniliornis nigriceps)—1 busily feeding bird was scoped  
        beautifully at the top of Ch 
   Red-rumped Woodpecker (Veniliornis kirkii)—3 in all were seen over two days at T,  
        including good close looks 
   Golden-olive Woodpecker (Piculus rubiginosus)—Fairly common at both T and RP 
   Crimson-mantled Woodpecker (Piculus rivolii)—Heard only along the upper Ch 
   Lineated Woodpecker (Dryocopus lineatus)—Heard only at T (surprisingly absent this trip) 
   Guayaquil  Woodpecker  (Campephilus gayaquilensis)—A pair was seen at RP; then a  
        close female was studied while working some Guadua bamboo at T 
  
OVENBIRDS: FURNARIIDAE 
  Pacific Hornero (Furnarius cinnamomeus)— Considered a race of Pale-legged Hornero (F. 
        leucopus) by some authors. Fairly common (though far less-so than on other trips) at T  
        and RP 
  Azara's Spinetail (Synallaxis azarae)—Heard only along the upper Ch 
   Red-faced Spinetail (Cranioleuca erythrops)—Several were seen at T on two days 
   Pearled Treerunner  (Margarornis squamiger)—Excellent close views at 1 along the Ch 
   Streaked Tuftedcheek  (Pseudocolaptes boissoneautii)— Excellent close views at 1 along  
         the Ch 
   Plain-brown Woodcreeper (Dendrocincla fuliginosa)—1 was seen briefly in understory at T 
   Strong-billed Woodcreeper (Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus)—1 was seen  
        spectacularly close, feeding close-by along the upper Ch 
   Montane Woodcreeper (Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger)—The most common woodcreeper of  
        Ecuador’s Andean slopes. 2-3 were seen along the Ch (including some good close  
        looks)  
   Streak-headed Woodcreeper (Lepidocolaptes souleyetii)—Generally common in the  
        western lowlands; several seen at both T and RP 
   Red-billed Scythebill  (Campylorhamphus trochilirostris)—1 was seen quite well (what a  
        bill!) at RP 
 
TYPICAL ANTBIRDS: THAMNOPHILIDAE 
   Great Antshrike (Tabara major)—Heard only (and close), but army ants kept us away, at  
        RP 
 Western Slaty-Antshrike (Thamnophilus atrinucha)—Heard only at RP; 1 was seen well at T 
   Dot-winged Antwren (Microrhopias quixensis)—At least 3 were seen foraging in bamboo at  
        RP  
   White-backed Fire-eye (Pyroglena leuconota)—Mostly heard at close range, but a pair was  
           glimpsed a couple of times as it evaded us deftly, at T 
 Chestnut-backed Antbird (Myrmecisa exsul)—Heard only, at T and RP 
  
ANTTHRUSHES AND ANTPITTAS: FORMICARIIDAE  
   Chestnut-crowned Antpitta (Grallaria ruficapillus)—Heard only along the Ch 
   Rufous Antpitta (Grallaria rufula)—heard only (we were close!) along upper Ch 
 
TAPACULOS: RHINOCRYPTIDAE 
   Ocellated Tapaculo (Acropternis orthonyx)—Heard only along Ch 
  Blackish Tapaculo (Scytalopus latrans)—Heard only along upper Ch 
  
 



COTINGA: COTINGIDAE 
  Red-crested Cotinga (Ampelion rubrocristatus)—1 was seen characteristically perched at  
         treetop along the upper Ch    

Purple-throated Fruitcrow (Querula purpurata)—At least two called in to canopy overead at 
RP 

 
MANAKINS: PIPRIDAE  
 White-bearded Manakin (Manacus manacus)—1 male was seen in understory ar RP 
 
TYRANT FLYCATCHERS: TYRANNIDAE 
   Sooty-headed Tyrannulet (Phyllomyias griseiceps)—Pairs were seen in canopy at both T  
         and RP 
   Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet (Tyrannulus elatus)—Heard only at RP 
   Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet (Camptostoma obsoletum)—Strangely elusive this trip;  
         heard only several times on two days at T 
   White-throated Tyrannulet (Mecocerculus leucophrys)—2 were seen nicely along upper Ch 
   Golden-faced Tyrannulet (Zimmerius chrysops)—1 (only?) was seen well at T dining area  
 Ochre-bellied Flycatcher (Mionectes oleagineus)—3 or so were seen in understory at RP 
 Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant (Lophotriccus pileatus)—Heard only at RP; 1 was finally seen  
          (others heard) at T 
   Bran-colored Flycatcher (Myiophobus fasciatus)—1 was seen briefly at T 
   Cinnamon Flycatcher (Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus)—Beautiful looks at 1 along the Ch 
   Smoke-colored Pewee (Contopus fumigatus)—At least 2 were seen along the Ch 
   Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus)—2 of this boreal migrant were seen  
         at T 
   Black Phoebe (Sayornis nigricans)—6 were seen along the Ch; 1-2 were seen around T 
   Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus)—1 beautiful male was seen well at RP 
   Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant (Ochthoeca fumicolor)—1 was seen well in shrubs along the  
        upper Ch 
   Masked Water-Tyrant  (Fluvicola nengeta)—Beautiful looks (at least 5 in all) at this  
        entertaining species on two days at T (3 were enjoyed especially well at lily pond) 
   Smoky Bush-Tyrant (Myiotheretes fumigatus)—3 were seen well along the upper Ch 
   Piratic Flycatcher (Legatus leucophaius)—1 was seen closely at T; very few records of this  
        species from T, perhaps a recent arrival 
   Rusty-margined Flycatcher (Myiozetetes cayanensis)—A fairly common species at T; also 

a few were found at RP 
   Social Flycatcher (Myiozetetes similis)—Only 1 was seen at RP 
   Streaked Flycatcher (Myiodynastes maculatus)—Quite a few were seen at both T and RP 
   Snowy-throated Kingbird (Tyrannus niveigularis)—1 was seen at T; then 5 were seen  
         including very close looks, at RP. A Tumbesian endemic specialty 
   Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus)—Common; seen daily 
   Sooty-crowned Flycatcher (Myiarchus phaeocephalus)—1 of this Tumbesian endemic  
         Specialty was seen at edge, at T; probably a first record for this site 
  Masked Tityra (Tityra semifaciata)—fairly common; seen at both T on two days, and RP  
         (some 14 seen in all)  
    Barred Becard (Pachyramphus versicolor)—At least 2 females were seen (a male was  
         there too) with a mixed foraging flock along the Ch 
  Cinnamon Becard (Pachyramphus cinnamomeus)—Mostly heard only at T; 2 were seen  
         well there on our last morning 



    Black-and-white Becard (Pachyramphus albogriseus)—1 female was seen along the Ch 
    One-colored Becard (Pachyramphus homochrous)—The most common becard at T and  
         RP; some 15 or so seen in all, mostly females and juvenile males 
 
SWALLOWS: HIRUNDINIDAE  
    Gray-breasted Martin (Progne chalybea)—A ‘roost’ of at least 42 was found at RP 
    Brown-bellied Swallow (Notiochelidon murina)—The highland swallow, severla were seen  
        Along the upper part of Ch 
  Blue-and-white Swallow (Notiochelidon cyanoleuca)—The most common and widespread  
      swallow in Ecuador; seen daily 
  White-thighed Swallow  (Notiochelidon tibialis)—Singles were seen on three days at T  
        and RP 
  Southern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis)—Quite common around the  
        golf-course and open areas at T; also at RP 
 
DIPPERS: CINCLIDAE 
    White-capped Dipper (Cinclus leucocephalus)—A nice were pair were seen in the late  
        afternoon at the last bridge along the Ch 
 
WRENS: TROGLODYTIDAE  
  Band-backed Wren  (Campylorhynchus zonatus)—At least 2 were seen at T (others  
        heard); 4 were found at RP 
    Whiskered Wren (Thryothorus mystacalus)—Heard only at RP  
  House Wren (Troglodytes aedon)—Common, seen on all but our first day 
  Gray-breasted Wood-Wren (Henicorhina leucophrys)—1 was seen (others heard) along 

the Ch 
   Southern Nightingale-Wren (Microcerculus marginatus)—Aka Scaly-breasted Wren by  
        some authors. Heard only (right at our feet!) at T 
 
THRUSHES & ALLIES: TURDIDAE 
   Andean Solitaire (Myadestes ralloides)—This species flute-like song was heard only along  
        the Ch 
 Swainson’s Thrush (Catharus ustulatus)—At least 1 was seen at RP 
 Great Thrush (Turdus fuscater)—A common highland species 
 Ecuadorian Thrush  (Turdus maculirostris)—Common and seen super well at both T (also  
        at fruit feeders) and RP 
 
GNATCATCHERS: POLIOPTILIDAE  
   Long-billed Gnatwren (Pamphocaenus melanurus)—Heard only several times (always  
        under very dense and viny cover) at RP 
 
JAYS & ALLIES: CORVIDAE 
 Turquoise Jay (Cyanolyca turcosa)—Heard only along the upper Ch 
 
OLD WORLD SPARROWS: PASSERIDAE 
   House Sparrow (Passer domesticus)—At least 2 were seen en route between RP and T 
 
VIREOS & ALLIES: VIREONIDAE 
   Brown-capped Vireo (Vireo leucophrys)—4 were seen with a mixed flock along the Ch 



   Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus)—2 were seen at T 
 Lesser Greenlet (Hylophilus decurtatus)—Singles were seen at T and RP 
   Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo (Vireolanius leucotis)—Heard only at T 
 
SISKINS, CROSSBILLS & ALLIES: FRINGILLIDAE 
 Thick-billed Euphonia (Euphonia laniirostris)—Very few this trip; at least 1 male was seen at  
          T 
 Orange-bellied Euphonia (Euphonia xanthogaster)—Generally common and widespread in  
          Ecuador; 2 males were seen along the Ch; then pairs were seen at T on two day 
 
NEW WORLD WARBLERS: PARULIDAE 
 Tropical Parula (Parula pitiayumi)—Singles were seen at T on two days; very few this trip 
 Blackburnian Warbler (Dendroica fusca)—A common boreal migrant to the Andes; 6 were  
          seen along the Ch; singles were found on two days at T 
 Slate-throated Whitestart (Myioborus miniatus)— Some authors call them “Redstarts”,  
        though they show no red. A rather common mixed flock participant at lower elevations,  
        though only 2 were seen along the Ch 
.  Gray-and-gold Warbler  (Basileuterus fraseri)—1 of this Tumbesian endemic specialty was  
        seen closely in undergrowth at RP 
   Black-crested Warbler (Basileuterus nigrocristatus)—At least 2 were seen along the upper  
        Ch 
   Buff-rumped Warbler (Basileuterus fulvicauda)—Mostly heard only: Dale and Caroline had  
        a sweet pair right outside their cabin, at T 
   
BANANAQUIT: COEREBIDAE  
 Bananaquit (Coereba flaveola)—1 was seen at T on our last morning 
 
TANAGERS & ALLIES: THRAUPIDAE  
   Cinereous Conebill (Conirostrum cinereum)—3 or so were seen with a mixed foraging flock  
         along the upper Ch 
 Capped Conebill (Conirostrum albifrons)—At least 6 were seen along the Ch, with a mixed  
         foraging flock.  Remember the constant tail pumping  
 Dusky Bush-Tanager (Chlorospingus semifuscus)—8-10 of this rather dull Chocó endemic  
         were seen along the Ch 
 Guira Tanager (Hemithraupis guira)—At least 2 were seen at T; another 1 was seen at RP 
   Dusky-faced Tanager(Mitrospingus cassinii)—Quite common; seen daily–noisy bands were  
         found at T (where seen up close at fruit feeders) and RP 
   White-shouldered Tanager (Tachyphonus luctuosus)—Small numbers were seen (mostly  
         pairs) on all but our first day 
   White-lined Tanager (Tachiphonus rufus)—1 male was seen from the dining area by Bob,  
         at T 
   Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra)—1 female of this boreal migrant were seen with a large  
         mixed foraging flock at T 
   Lemon-rumped Tanager (Ramphocelus icteronotus)—Aka Flame-rumped Tanager (R.  
        flammigerus). One of the most common tanagers at lower elevations in the west—seen  
         on all but our first day 
 Blue-gray Tanager (Thraupis episcopus)—Very common at lower elevations; seen on all 

but our first day  
   Palm Tanager (Thraupis palmarum)—Small numbers were seen at T and RP 



   Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanager  (Anisognathus igniventris)—Wonderful close looks at 4  
         of this stunning tanager, along the upper Ch 
   Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager (Anisognathus somptuosus)—Quite a common species  
        throughout the subtropics; 6-8 were seen along the Ch. Another beauty!  
   Buff-breasted Mountain-Tanager  (Dubusia taeniata)—1 very obliging bird was seen well  
        with a mixed foraging flock, along the upper Ch 
   Silver-throated Tanager (Tangara icterocephala)—2 were seen well at T 
 Flame-faced Tanager  (Tangara parzudakii)—4 of this beautiful tanager were seen up  
         close along the Ch 
   Bay-headed Tanager (Tangara gyrola)—1-2 were seen on three days; both T and RP 
 Metallic-green Tanager  (Tangara labradorides)—2 were seen quite well with a mixed flock  
         along the Ch 
   Blue-necked Tanager (Tangara cyanicollis)—A common and stunning lowland species; 

only pairs were seen at both T and RP  
 Beryl-spangled Tanager (Tangara nigroviridis)—4 of this beautiful species were seen with a  
         mixed foraging flock along the Ch 
   Yellow-tufted Dacnis  (Dacnis egregia)—Aka Black-faced Dacnis (D. lineata) by some  
         authors. Only 1 was seen by Caroline at T; usually a fairly regular species here 
   Blue Dacnis  (Dacnis cayana)—1 gorgeous male was seen well at T; the western (D. c.  
         coerebicolor) ultramarine blue race 
   Green Honeycreeper (Chlorophanes spiza)—2 (1 juvenile male) were seen at T on our last  
         morning 
   Purple Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes caeruleus)—3 were seen in a lone tree in pasture at T 
   Swallow Tanager (Tersina viridis)—A beautiful pair was seen at T on our last morning 
   Plushcap (Catamblyrhynchus diadema)—Aka Pluch-capped Finch by some authors. Great  
          views of 2 (1 juvenile bird) of this special Andean species, a Chusquea bamboo  
          specialist, along the Ch with a mixed foraging flock 
  
BUNTINGS, SPARROWS & ALLIES: EMBERIZIDAE  
   Crimson-breasted Finch (Rhodospingus cruentus)—1 sharp male was seen nicely in  
          canopy at RP 
   Variable Seedeater (Sporophila corvina)—fairly common at both T and RP 
 Yellow-bellied Seedeater (Sporophila nigricollis)—Only 1 was seen this trip, on our last  
          morning at T 
   Dull-colored Grassquit (Tiaris obscurus)—At least 1 was found at RP 
   White-sided Flowerpiercer (Diglossa albilatera)—A pair was seen along the Ch 
   Glossy Flowerpiercer (Diglossa lafresnayii)—1 was seen along the upper Ch 
   Black Flowerpiercer (Diglossa humeralis)—A fairly common species in and around Quito 
   Masked Flowerpiercer (Diglossopis cyanea)— 2 were seen along the upper Ch  
   Rufous-naped Brush-Finch (Atlapetes latinuchus)—Aka Yellow-breasted Brush-Finch by  
        some authors. 1 was seen skulking about along the upper Ch 
 Orange-billed Sparrow (Arremon aurantiirostris)—Singles were seen at T, where  
        especially close and well at fruit feeders 
 Rufous-collared Sparrow (Zonotrichia capensis)—A common highland species throughout  
        the Andes 
 
SALTATORS, CARDINALS & ALLIES: CARDINALIDAE 
 Buff-throated Saltator (Saltator maximus)—Common at both T and RP 
   Slate-colored Grosbeak  (Saltator grossus)—Excellent close views of a pair at T 



 Black-winged Saltator  (Saltator atripennis)—Singles were seen on two days at T 
 Southern Yellow-Grosbeak (Pheucticus chrysogaster)—Aka Golden-bellied Grosbeak by  
        some authors. 1 was seen by Shirley along the upper Ch 
   Blue-black Grosbeak (Cyanocompsa cyanoides)—1 obliging male was seen well in  
        undergrowth at RP 
  
CACIQUES, ORIOLES & ALLIES: ICTERIDAE 
   Scrub Blackbird (Dives warszewiczi)—A rather common species that has moved northward  
         in more recent years; Rather few seen this trip, though heard often; seen at both T and  
         RP 
   Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis)—At least 5 were seen at RP; 3 or so were seen on  
         our last morning at T 
   Yellow-tailed Oriole (Icterus mesomelas)—heard often; 1-2 were seen on two days at T 
   Scarlet-rumped Cacique (Cacisus uropygialis)—Heard only at T on our last morning 
   
MAMMAL LIST 
 
OPOSSUMS: MARSUPIALIS 
  Brown Four-eyed Opossum. (Metachirus opossum)—Apparently, this was the species seen  
          crossing the driveway pre-dawn at T 
 
MONKEYS: CEBIDAE 
   Mantled Howler-Monkey (Alouatta palliata)—Heard only, at RP 
 
SQUIRRELS: SCIURIDAE 
 Neotropical Red-tailed Squirrel (Sciurus granatensis)—Singles were seen along Ch and at 

T 
 
CAVYLIKE RODENTS: AGOUTIDAE 
   Central American Agouti (Dasyprocta punctata)—1 was seen at T�
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