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SPRING BIRDING IN  

CENTRAL AND NORTHERN SPAIN 

April 22 – May 8, 2010 

 

Tour Leaders:  Peter Roberts and Alberto Bueno 

 

Our Spain tour, now in its 17th year, is still going as strong as ever. We had a full tour of keen and 

companionable participants for what I am convinced is the most comprehensive, detailed, thorough, 

and well-researched birding itinerary in Spain that is possible to achieve in this time frame. All the 

scarce, localized, and sought-after species are still showing up and just about guaranteed. With 

Alberto’s local knowledge and contacts, we know precisely when and where to find them, and have 

various “back-up” sites to ensure as best as humanly possible that we don’t fail. However, each year 

provides little differences to keep us on our toes; birds never always do exactly as you want them to—it 

wouldn’t be birding and wouldn’t be as much fun if they did. 

 

This year was, at times, unusually cold. The Pyrenees threw wind and snow at us, making our day in 

the high peaks less than comfortable, but we still managed to find most of the special birds. 

Wallcreepers this year provided some exceptional viewing and behavior despite the cold and wind. We 

enjoyed at least 3 (possibly as many as 5) on a towering red cliff face above us, calling their weird, 

piercing, undulating, whistling song which I’d never properly heard before, and making aerial flight 

displays out into the open sky, showing off their crimson, gray, and black butterfly wings. 

 

Out on the steppes we got lucky with daytime views of the often extraordinarily difficult to see Dupont’s 

Lark. Alberto had researched a new area with greater nesting densities, and here we were treated to the 

best views of this species I’ve ever had in 40 years of birding Spain. This unique little bird, with its 

limited world population centered on central Spain, stood “high” on a 4-inch tuft of dry bush and sang 

in full scope view for over 4 minutes (Alberto was so amazed that he actually timed it!). The wonderful 

displaying Great Bustards seemingly turning themselves inside out and upside down to attract mates 

must surely be a lasting memory for all. 

 

This was another year with an almost complete suite of all possible raptors—22 species seen. Bonelli’s 

Eagles were tricky this year and at one point we thought we were going to fail, but the close Booted and 

Short-toed eagles were magical. Participants on our Spain tours always seem amazed by the sheer 

numbers and phenomenally close views (some of nests with chicks) of Eurasian Griffons along with 

their supporting cast of Cinereous and Egyptian vultures and, of course, the incomparable 

Lammergeier. And all this set in the most splendid and often spectacular country of rugged, rural 

Spain—magnificent cliffs and gorges, wide vistas of remote dry steppe, and those very special cork oak 

dehesas. 

 

The warblers were not bad either! Seventeen species provided plenty of entertainment, and at times 

bafflement, as I explained the subtle differences between those LBJs in the phragmites. But everyone 

got the hang of the strident “carra-carra-crick-crick-gurk-gurk” song of the Great Reed Warbler in the 

end and marveled at the incredible views of Spectacled Warbler. For Alberto and me, it is always 

exciting to see additional species on this long-running tour and we were delighted to find 4 this year. 

Two of them illustrate the wonderful serendipity of birding. If Alberto had not left his binoculars 
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behind, he’d never have returned to that wetland near Valencia and noticed the Marbled Teal that 

stayed close by for us all to see—a species we’d been hoping for over several years. With so many 

different good routes to take from “A to B” it was pure chance that we happened along a long straight 

road through the steppe and stumbled on that gorgeous breeding-plumaged flock of Eurasian Dotterels 

(just as we’d been saying how this area is used as a migration stop-off for them, but earlier in the 

year!). 

 

We ended our tour with a very respectable 212 species seen and 2 others heard only. So many 

charismatic and colorful species were seen so closely: the Technicolor European Bee-eaters and 

European Rollers; the enigmatic Black-bellied and Pin-tailed sandgrouse; and the evocative songs of 

Common Nightingales wherever we went. The cumulative total is 262 species now. But while Alberto 

and I pride ourselves on being able to show you so many of Spain’s great birds, we understand that you 

derive as much pleasure from the travel through “unknown” Spain, the grand scenery, the ancient 

hilltop towns, and just “being there.”  

 
 

 

* = seen but not counted. h = heard only. 

 

  COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

  Swans, Geese & Ducks Anatidae 

1 Mute Swan Cygnus olor 10 

2 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 10 6 

3 Gadwall Anas strepera 2 4 6 

4 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 5 1 * * * * 1 * 

5 Marbled Teal Marmoronetta angustirostris 2 

6 Redcrested Pochard Netta rufina 25 25 * * 20 

7 Common Pochard Aythya ferina * 5 20 

8 Whiteheaded Duck Oxyura leucocephala 20 

      

  Pheasants & Partridges Phasianidae   

9 Redlegged Partridge Alectoris rufa h 2   6 10 6 4 2 4   

10 Common Quail Coturnix coturnix h       h   

            

  Grebes Podicipedidae         

11 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 1 5 5 2   h     

12 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 1 5 * *   4     

13 Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 10   4     

            

  Flamingos Phoenicopteridae         

14 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus   * *       

            

  Cormorants & Shags Phalacrocoracidae         

15 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   2 15 5       

            

  Herons, Bitterns & Egrets Ardeidae         

16 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 4 3 4       

17 Gray Heron Ardea cinerea 1 1 5 10 * 5 2 5 1   15 

18 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 1 2 3 5 1   6   6 
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  COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

19 Great Egret Ardea alba   1       

20 Little Egret Egretta garzetta * 2 10 * * *     * 

21 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis * * * * * *     * 

22 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 1 5 25 5     4 

23 Blackcrowned NightHeron Nycticorax nycticorax   15 2 2   15 

            

  Ibises & Spoonbills Threskiornithidae         

24 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus   20       

25 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia   5       

            

  Storks Ciconidae         

26 Black Stork Ciconia nigra 6 1         

27 White Stork Ciconia ciconia * * * 2 10 *   1 * 

   Hawks, Eagles & Kites Accipitridae         

28 European Honeybuzzard Pernis apivorus     5     

29 Blackshouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus 2         

30 Red Kite Milvus milvus 1 2 1   4 3 4 2 2 1 

31 Black Kite Milvus migrans 5 12 * * 15 * 1 1 4 5 6 

32 Lammergeier Gypaetus barbatus     3 1 1   

33 Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus 4 5     1 1 8 1 1 5   

34 Eurasian Griffon Gyps fulvus 10 * * 5 4 15 20 30 15 20 10 * 10 

35 Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus 1 2 6         

36 Shorttoed Eagle Circaetus gallicus 2 3 3   1 2 1 1 1   

37 Eurasian MarshHarrier Circus aeruginosus 4 2 2 2 2 6   4 

38 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 10 6 6 6 5     

39 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 1 1 1     

40 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis       1 

41 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 5 1 1   1 2 4 4 1 2 1 1   

42 Spanish Eagle Aquila adalberti 1 1         

43 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 1   1 1     

44 Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciata   1     

45 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennata 4 4 1   1 2 1 1   

            

  Falcons & Caracaras Falconidae         

46 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni 2 6 5 * 10 2     

47 Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 2 2 2   1 2 4 2 2 1 4 2 2 6 

48 Merlin Falco columbarius   1     

49 Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo 1     2 1 4 

50 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   3       

            

  Rails, Gallinules & Coots Rallidae         

51 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus   1   h   h 

52 Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio   3 * 5   1     

53 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 2 20 * 5     h 

54 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra * 25 * *   *     
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  COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

  Bustards Otididae         

55 Great Bustard Otis tarda 20 1       

56 Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax 1   6     

            

  Thickknees Burhinidae         

57 Eurasian Thickknee Burhinus oedicnemus 2   6 1     

            

  Plovers & Lapwings Charadriidae         

58 Blackbellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola   40       

59 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula   h 10       

60 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius   1     

61 Snowy Plover Charadrius alexandrinus   *       

62 Eurasian Dotterel Charadrius morinellus     12     

            

  Oystercatchers Haematopodidae         

63 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus   6       

     Avocets & Stilts Recurvirostridae         

64 Blackwinged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 4 10 * *   10     

65 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta   10 25       

            

  Sandpipers & Allies Scolopacidae         

66 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1 2 1 6 4 1     

67 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus   2       

68 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia   20 h     

69 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola   2 12       

70 Common Redshank Tringa totanus   1 *     6 

71 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata   6       

72 Blacktailed Godwit Limosa limosa   30       

73 Bartailed Godwit Limosa lapponica   1       

74 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres   20       

75 Sanderling Calidris alba   15       

76 Little Stint Calidris minuta   30       

77 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea   25       

78 Ruff Philomachus pugnax   2       

79 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago   3       

            

  Pratincoles & Coursers Glareolidae         

80 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola   6       

            

  Gulls, Terns & Skimmers Laridae         

81 Blackheaded Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus *   * * * * *     

82 Slenderbilled Gull Chroicocephalus genei   * * *       

83 Audouin's Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii   * * *       

84 Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus   30       

85 Yellowlegged Gull Larus michahellis   * * *   1   1 

86 Little Tern Sternula albifrons   4 *       
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  COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

87 Gullbilled Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 1 * 2       

88 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 5 * * *       

89 Black Tern Chlidonias niger   5 1   1 

90 Whitewinged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus   1       

91 Common Tern Sterna hirundo   * * 8       

92 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis   5 30       

            

  Sandgrouse Pteroclidae         

93 Pintailed Sandgrouse Pterocles alchata   4 3 3     

94 Blackbellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis h 1 6   5     

            

  Pigeons & Doves Columbidae         

95 Rock Pigeon Columba livia * * * * * * * *   * 

96 Stock Dove Columba oenas     2     

97 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus * 10 * 10 2 10 10 5   10 5 20 

98 European TurtleDove Streptopelia turtur h 5 2 1 1   2 2 

99 Eurasian CollaredDove Streptopelia decaocto * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

     Cuckoos Cuculidae         

100 Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius 1 2   1     

101 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus h 1 h 1 2 h 1   h h h 

            

  Barn Owls Tytonidae         

102 Barn Owl Tyto alba 1         

            

  Owls Strigidae         

103 European ScopsOwl Otus scops 4     h   

104 Eurasian EagleOwl Bubo bubo 1         

105 Little Owl Athene noctua h     3     

106 Tawny Owl Strix aluco       1 1 1 

107 Longeared Owl Asio otus   2     

            

  Nightjars & Allies Caprimulgidae         

108 Rednecked Nightjar Caprimulgus ruficollis h h 1       

            

  Swifts Apodidae         

109 Common Swift Apus apus * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

110 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus 6         

111 Alpine Swift Apus melba 10   4     40 10 

            

  Kingfishers Alcedinidae         

112 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 1 1     

            

  Beeeaters Meropidae         

113 European Beeeater Merops apiaster * * * 10 5 1 2 15 2 4 10 * 
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  COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

  Rollers Coraciidae         

114 European Roller Coracias garrulus 10     3     

            

  Hoopoes Upupidae         

115 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 5 2 2 3 1 4   2 

            

  Woodpeckers & Allies Picidae         

116 Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla   1   1 h 

117 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 1 1     2 1 1 2 

118 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius     1     

119 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis h h h 1   1 h 2 1 

            

  Shrikes Laniidae         

120 Southern Gray Shrike Lanius meridionalis 2       1 

121 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 5 2 5 2   1   1 1 5 

   Old World Orioles Oriolidae         

122 Eurasian GoldenOriole Oriolus oriolus h h   h 1   2 1 1 

            

  Crows, Jays & Magpies Corvidae         

123 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 2     1 2 2   

124 Azurewinged Magpie Cyanopica cyanus 20 20 10         

125 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica * * * * * 10 * * * * * * 2 * * 

126 Redbilled Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 1   10 6 40 30 h 2   

127 Yellowbilled Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus     20 50     

128 Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula 20 * * * * * 10   2 

129 Carrion Crow Corvus corone 1 2 * 4 10 2 2   

130 Common Raven Corvus corax 2 10 10 h 2   4 6 3 4 2 2 

            

  Bearded Reedling Panuridae         

131 Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus     1   1 

            

  Larks Alaudidae         

132 Dupont's Lark Chersophilus duponti   1       

133 Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra * * * * *     

134 Greater Shorttoed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla   5 *     

135 Lesser Shorttoed Lark Calandrella rufescens   1 2 *     

136 Crested Lark Galerida cristata * * * * * 10 * * *   10 * 

137 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae   1 4     

138 Sky Lark Alauda arvensis   2       

139 Wood Lark Lullula arborea h       4   

            

  Swallows Hirundinidae         

140 Bank Swallow Riparia riparia 10   5 10 5   * 

141 Eurasian CragMartin Ptyonoprogne rupestris 10   2 * 5 * *   1 10   

142 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

143 Redrumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 6 * 10         



- 7 - 

  COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

144 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum * * *   * * * * *   * * * 

            

  Chickadees & Tits Paridae         

145 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris     h     

146 Coal Tit Periparus ater   h * 4 5   

147 Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus   h   5 4   

148 Great Tit Parus major 1 4   1 h 2 5 h 4 * * * 

149 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus h 6 h 1 h 2 5 2 * * * 

            

  Penduline Tits Remizidae         

150 Eurasian PendulineTit Remiz pendulinus       1 1 

            

  BushWarblers & Allies Cettidae         

151 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti h h 1 h 2 1   h 3 

   Longtailed tits Aegithalidae         

152 Longtailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus h 2   3 h   6   

            

  Nuthatches Sittidae         

153 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea h     1 2 2 1   

            

  Wallcreeper Tichodromidae         

154 Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria     3+     

            

  Creepers Certhiidae         

155 Shorttoed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla 2 4 h   h h h 4 2 h   

            

  Wrens Troglodytidae         

156 Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 1 2   h h h h h h h   

            

  Dippers Cinclidae         

157 Whitethroated Dipper Cinclus cinclus     3     

            

  Kinglets Regulidae         

158 Goldcrest Regulus regulus     2     

159 Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla     5 h 1 1   

            

  Leaf Warblers Phylloscopidae         

160 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus   1       

161 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita     h   1   

162 Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli       10 h   

            

  ReedWarblers & Allies Acrocephalidae         

163 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta   6   4 

164 Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon   2       

165 Eurasian ReedWarbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus h 2 h   h   2 

166 Great ReedWarbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus h 1 6 2 4 h 4   5 
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  Grassbirds & Allies Megaluridae         

167 Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides h 1 h h       

            

  Cisticolas & Allies Cisticolidae         

168 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 1         

            

  Old World Warblers Sylviidae         

169 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   1   2 h   

170 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin     h 1   

171 Western Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis h h     h 1 h   

172 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala   2   1     

173 Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans   1   5 2   

174 Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata   1     

175 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata   1     1 2   

     Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae         

176 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata   2 1 1 1 5   

177 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 1 1 1 1   2 2   

178 European Robin Erithacus rubecula     2 h 2 1   

179 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 1 1 h h h 2 2 h   1 2 2 

180 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 2   1   15 12 4 * *   

181 Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura     2     

182 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 1   3 1 4 1 10 5 1 3   

183 Blackeared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica   1 2 4     

184 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra   2 1     

185 Stonechat Saxicola torquata 5 1 1   2 2 2   

            

  Thrushes & Allies Turdidae         

186 Rufoustailed RockThrush Monticola saxatilis     1   3   

187 Blue RockThrush Monticola solitarius 3   1 2   2   

188 Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus     5     

189 Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula h 4 * 4 2 * 10 6 10 6 * 5 

190 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos     1 h 1 h   

191 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus     1 3   2   

            

  Starlings Sturnidae         

192 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

            

  Accentors Prunellidae         

193 Dunnock Prunella modularis     1 1     

            

  Wagtails & Pipits Motacillidae         

194 White Wagtail Motacilla alba 2 5   1 1 2 2 2 2 2 1 

195 Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava   3 15       

196 Gray Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 1     1     

197 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris   1   1   2   

198 Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta     1 4     
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  Buntings & Sparrows Emberizidae         

199 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella     15 4 2   

200 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus   1 1 4 h   

201 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia 1     3 2   

202 Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana       1   

203 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra * * * * * 1 1 * 4 5 * * 

            

  Siskins, Crossbills & Allies Fringillidae         

204 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs * 5 *   h h 2 * * * * * h 

205 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris 5 * 10 4 * * 2 10 10 * 

206 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra     1     

207 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis * * * * 10 5 * * * 2 2 * * * 

208 Eurasian Linnet Carduelis cannabina 2   4 5 4 * *   

209 European Serin Serinus serinus * 10 * * 6 4 6 * * 2 5 * * * 

            

  Old World Sparrows Passeridae         

210 House Sparrow Passer domesticus * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

212 Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 1 6 * 5       

213 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus   5 10     4 

214 Rock Petronia Petronia petronia 1   10 h     

 

          

 

          

  Other Wildlife                                 

  Red Deer Cervus elaphus 1         

  Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus   2     1   

  Chamois Rupicapra rupicapra     15     

  Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 1       4 

  Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris       1 1 

  European Hare Lepus europaeus 2 1       

  European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus  2 10 1     

  Viperine Snake Natrix maura 3         

  Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica 2         

  Terrapin sp. Emys/Mauremys sp. 3   1       

  Marsh Frog Rana ridibunda 10   h       

 


