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It is always difficult to summarize the highlights of our Trinidad & Tobago tour.  It is 

tempting to write, at length, about the geography of both islands—Trinidad linked 

with South America with Tobago drifting away as a true island. Also fascinating are 

the consequences of this geography—the avifauna in Trinidad being rich in bird 

families, but poor in number of species per family, while the avifauna in Tobago has 

relict populations of species that are not found in Trinidad, but are found in 

northeastern Venezuela. However, I think I‟ll begin by mentioning the number of 

aquamarine-blue bird species, the fluttering tail of the Red-billed Tropicbird, and the 

fan-like ornaments of the Tufted Coquette when perched on a bush next to some of 

the rooms at Asa Wright Nature Centre. The best way to describe our trip is to say 

that we birded Trinidad and Tobago, and learned slowly but steadily 

about the avifauna of South America and the Caribbean. What a trip! 

 

We started on the island of Trinidad where the veranda of Asa Wright 

Nature Centre served as our welcome to the Tropics—a great way to 

begin! From the first minute we were exposed to motmots, tanagers, 

hummingbirds, honeycreepers, and oropendolas. Later in the day we 

enjoyed Oilbirds and Bearded Bellbirds, and learned about some of 

the forces that might have shaped the foraging and mating behaviors 

of these bizarre species. 

 

The Nariva Swamp was drier than during any other tour I have led to the island, while 

the Aripo Station was very rich in birds. In Aripo we were rewarded with great views 

of Grassland Yellow-Finch and Tropical Screech-Owl. That night we realized that we 

might have been the very last to visit the Station for the season; a huge fire in the 

afternoon wiped out all the grasslands where the yellow-finches were foraging and 

probably nesting. Later in the week we visited Waterloo Bay and the Caroni Swamp 

where we might have been the first ever to notice the presence of the orinocensis race 

of Northern Scrub-Flycatcher, while enjoying the sparkling colors of Scarlet Ibis 

flying in to roost. 

 

From the land of hummingbirds, tanagers, Oilbirds, herons, 

tyrant-flycatchers, and birds of prey, we moved to smaller and 

less diverse Tobago where the drier forest is home to some 

relict species not found in Trinidad. Here, we were surprised 

with an excellent view of Purple Heron, the second ever for the 

island! 



Trinidad and Tobago is a great country. Altogether we enjoyed a potpourri of 

incredible and contrasting species. Several remarkable memories remain from our 

trip, including: 

 Tanagers, honeycreepers, motmots, and thrushes at the bird feeders in 

Trinidad. 

 Ruby-topaz Hummingbird actively defending the hummingbird feeders in 

Tobago. 

 Short-tailed Hawk soaring nicely overhead. 

 Thousands of Scarlet Ibis coming to roost at the Caroni Swamp. 

 13 species of birds of prey seen in a single day! 

 13 species of hummingbirds for the trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On our tour we reported 223 species represented in 60 families, 12 of which were 

found only in Trinidad, while some species were restricted to Tobago (Red-crowned 

Woodpecker, Rufous-vented Chachalaca, White-tailed Sabrewing, and Blue-backed 

Manakin). 

 

I hope to see you again on one of our Relaxed and Easy tours—

covering habitats from cloud forest to extensive seasonal flood 

plains, or on our tour to the tepuis in southeast Venezuela—a 

more demanding tour high in endemism with beautiful scenery, or 

aboard a cruise ship on the Amazon River—visiting its tributaries 

where many species of antbirds, tanagers, and birds of prey can be 

found. The American Tropics are home to the largest number of 

bird species on the planet, and I hope this introduction to South 

America will encourage you to continue visiting these wonderful 

ecosystems. 

 

 

 

 

BIRD LIST 

 

 

Tinamous 
Little Tinamou. Crypturellus soui andrei. Heard frequently in Asa Wright Nature 

Centre and along Blanchisseuse road, near the ridge.  

 

Ducks 
Blue-winged Teal. Anas discors. A pair was seen at the sewage pond in Tobago. 

 



Chachalacas 
Rufous-vented Chachalaca. Ortalis ruficauda ruficauda. This species was very 

common in Tobago. Found at forest edge and inside forested areas except in the 

„highlands.” 

 

Grebes  
Least Grebe. Tachybaptus dominicus brachyrhynchus. Few individuals were 

observed at the sewage ponds of Tobago. 

Tropicbirds 
Red-billed Tropicbird. Phaethon aethereus mesonauta .Great views in Little 

Tobago where we also enjoyed several pairs nesting. The specific name aethereus 

stands for the extremely delicate plumage and graceful flight (Jobling, 1991). 

 

Boobies 
Red-footed Booby. Sula sula sula. We had views of white morph individuals and 

white-tailed morph individuals on Little Tobago.The former was nesting. 

Brown Booby. Sula leucogaster leucogaster. Seen mostly in Little Tobago and in 

Speyside. Several pairs were nesting in Little Tobago. 

 

Pelicans 
Brown Pelican. Pelecanus occidentalis occidentalis. Several were seen in 

Tobago. 

 

Cormorants 
Neotropic Cormorant. Phalacrocorax brasilianus brasilianus. Various 

individuals reported for Trinidad. Seen in Waterloo and in the Caroni swamp. 

 

Anhingas 
Anhinga.  Anhinga anhinga anhinga. A pair was seen in the Caroni swamp and 

another pair in Tobago. 

 

Frigatebirds 
Magnificent Frigatebird. Fregata magnificens. Daily views. 

 

Herons & Egrets 
Cocoi Heron. Ardea cocoi. A single individual was roosting at the Aripo 

livestock station. Another pair was seen in the Caroni swamp. 

Purple Heron. Ardea purpurea. We were astonished to see a vagrant individual 

for this species, the second ever for Tobago! 

Great Egret. Ardea alba. Seen in both islands. 

Tricolored Heron. Egretta tricolor tricolor. A single individual was observed in 

Waterloo. 

Little Blue Heron. Egretta caerulea. Several seen in Waterloo. Various 

individuals also observed in Tobago. 

Snowy Egret. Egretta thula. 50+ in Waterloo. Also seen a single individual in 

Tobago. 

Cattle Egret. Bubulcus ibis. This species was common and widespread in both 

islands. 

Striated Heron. Butorides striata striata. Two pairs were seen in Trinidad. 



Green Heron. Butorides virescens virescens. We saw one or two individuals at 

various times in Tobago. This is the one occurring in Tobago, while Striated Heron 

occurs in Trinidad. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron. Nyctanassa violacea cayennensis. A couple of 

pairs were observed at the Caroni swamp. Also seen in Tobago. 

 

Ibises 
Scarlet Ibis. Eudocimus ruber. Great views in the Caroni swamp. Also seen in 

Waterloo. 

 

 

New World Vultures 
Black Vulture. Coragyps atratus. Daily views in Trinidad. 

Turkey Vulture. Cathartes aura aura. Daily views in Trinidad, but less 

numerous than the previous species. 

 

Osprey 
Osprey. Pandion haliaetus. Few individuals were seen in two locations, Waterloo 

and the Caroni Swamp. Also seen in Tobago. 

 

Hawks, Eagles & Kites 
Gray-headed Kite. Leptodon cayanensis cayanensis .A pair was flying on 4 

March over the Blanchisseuse road. Also, a second pair was seen soaring over the 

Chayote plantation on the rain shadow side of the ridge. 

Pearl Kite. Gampsonyx swainsonii leonae. We had great views of a single 

individual in the Aripo station. 

Double-toothed Kite. Harpagus bidentatus bidentatus. A very distant individual 

was scoped in the main ridge. 

Plumbeous Kite. Ictinia plumbea. First seen in the lowlands of Blanchisseuse 

road. Later, a pair was observed breeding at the Nariva swamp. This might be one of 

the first pairs reaching Trinidad as they were arriving late this year.  This migratory 

species is usually numerous by mid March. 

Long-winged Harrier. Circus buffoni. We all enjoyed very nice views of a pair 

flying at the sewage ponds of Trinidad. 

White Hawk. Leucopternis albicollis albicollis. A pair flying over Blanchisseuse 

road. 

Common Black-Hawk. Buteogallus anthracinus anthracinus. This species was 

common in Trinidad. Daily views. 

Great Black-Hawk. Buteogallus urubitinga urubitinga. A pair was seen in the 

Gilpin forest in Tobago. Along with the previous species, both represent an 

interesting ecological situation, where each species is restricted to one of the islands. 

Savanna Hawk. Buteogallus meridionalis. A pair was observed in the Aripo 

station. 

Gray Hawk. Asturina nitida nitida. We found a nesting pair at the ridge across 

the Chayote plantation, on Blanchisseuse road. Also, an additional pair was seen 

soaring near the Asa Wright NC. This species is named Grey-lined Hawk in the Field 

Guide to the Birds of Trinidad & Tobago (Kenefick et al. 2007). 



Broad-winged Hawk. Buteo platypterus antillarum. A pair in Little Tobago. For 

most South America this species is a boreal migrant, but for the Lesser Antilles and in 

Tobago is a resident species, probably trapped by the water surrounding the islands. 

Short-tailed Hawk. Buteo brachyurus brachyurus. A pair was soaring nicely 

over our eyes at the antennas of Blanchisseuse road. 

Zone-tailed Hawk. Buteo albonotatus. We watched a single individual soaring 

over the Waterloo bay. 

Black Hawk-Eagle. Spizaetus tyrannus serus. An adult was seen at the lower part 

of Blanchisseusse road. We noticed the butterfly shaped wings and long tail as the 

distinctive field marks. 

Ornate Hawk-Eagle. Spizaetus ornatus ornatus. One flying across the Arima 

valley was seen from the Asa Wright NC verandah. 

 

Caracaras & Falcons 
Yellow-headed Caracara. Milvago chimachima. Seen in the lowlands of 

Trinidad. 

Merlin. Falco columbarius columbarius. A couple of individuals were perched at 

the Aripo station, Trinidad. 

Bat Falcon. Falco rufigularis. One individual was seen flying over the Moriche 

swamp near the Arena forest, Trinidad. 

Peregrine Falcon. Falco peregrinus. We had great views of a female in Aripo 

station, Trinidad. 

 

Gallinules &Moorhen 
Purple Gallinule. Porphyrio martinica. Seen in both islands. In both cases they 

were swimming on the sewage ponds. 

Common Moorhen. Gallinula chloropus galeata. Four individuals were seen 

also in the sewage ponds of Tobago. 

 

Limpkin 
Limpkin. Aramus guarauna. An individual was scoped at the Nariva swamp. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings 
Southern Lapwing. Vanellus chilensis cayennensis. Seen regularly in both 

islands. 

Semipalmated Plover. Charadrius semipalmatus. More than 100 individuals 

were in Waterloo among several Semipalmated Sandpipers and few Western 

Sandpipers. 

 

Jacanas 
Wattled Jacana. Jacana jacana jacana. This species was fairly widespread in the 

wetlands of both islands, but not numerous. 

 

Sandpipers & Allies 
Spotted Sandpiper. Actitis macularia. This species was found alone in narrow 

channels and in shallow wetlands. We saw approximately 8 individuals throughout 

the whole tour. 



Solitary Sandpiper. Tringa solitaria solitaria. Unlike the previous species this 

one seemed to have preference for edge of deeper channels and wetlands. We saw it 

in three locations. 

Greater Yellowlegs. Tringa melanoleuca. The largest number of it was in 

Waterloo where we reported 6 individuals. Another one was seen in Tobago. 

Willet. Tringa semipalmatus semipalmatus. More than 25 individuals were seen 

in Waterloo, Trinidad. 

Lesser Yellowlegs. Tringa flavipes. Seen only in Tobago, at the sewage ponds. 

Whimbrel. Numenius phaeopus. Two groups of about 10 individuals were 

counted in Waterloo. The Whimbrel is one of the most wide-ranging shorebird in the 

world, breeding in the east and west hemispheres of the Arctic, where it migrates to 

South America, Asia, Africa and even Australia. It has been reported that some 

Whimbrels make a non-stop flight of 2,500 miles on their migratory way to South 

America! 

Ruddy Turnstone.  Arenaria interpres morinella. More than two dozen were 

seen along Speyside, in Tobago. 

Sanderling. Calidris alba rubida. It was quite common in Waterloo, being the 

only location where we found it. At least 20 individuals were seen. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper. Calidris pusilla. This species was by far the most 

common sandpiper in Waterloo. We estimate a total of 500+ individuals. 

Western Sandpiper. Calidris mauri. Less numerous than the previous species, 

we estimated 200+ individuals. 

Least Sandpiper. Calidris minutilla. A single individual was detected in a mud 

pond at the Aripo station. 

 

Gulls, Terns &Skimmers 
Laughing Gull. Leucophaeus atricilla atricilla. The species was numerous in 

Waterloo. Regularly seen in Tobago. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull. Larus fuscus. One individual in its first year plumage 

among thousands of Laughing Gull was observed and photographed in Waterloo. 

Royal Tern. Thalasseus maximus maximus. Seen in Trinidad and Tobago. This 

was the only tern species for the entire trip. 

Black Skimmer. Rynchops niger cinerascens. 30+ individuals were observed in 

Waterloo bay, Trinidad. 

 

Pigeons & Doves 
Rock Pigeon ( I ). Columba livia. Seen near Port-of-Spain, in Trinidad. 

Scaled Pigeon. Patagioenas speciosa. Seen daily in Trinidad, although always 

flying. Unfortunately not seen perched. 

Pale-vented Pigeon. Patagioenas cayennensis tobagensis. Scoped in the foothills 

of the main ridge in Trinidad. Also seen in Tobago. 

Eared Dove. Zenaida auriculata stenura. It was common and widespread in 

Tobago. 

Common Ground-Dove. Columbina passerina albivitta. This species have been 

quite predictable in the parking lot of the Caroni swamp. We have seen there already 

for various consecutive years! 

Ruddy Ground-Dove. Columbinatalpacoti rufipennis. Very common in Trinidad. 

Few were seen in Tobago. 

White-tipped Dove. Leptotila verreauxi. Nice studies in Tobago. Seen almost any 

time we were close to dry forest. 



Gray-fronted Dove. Leptotila rufaxilla hellmayri. Seen daily around the bird 

feeders at Asa Wright NC, Trinidad. 

 

Parrots, Parakeets & Parrotlets 
Green-rumped Parrotlet. Forpus passerinus viridissimus. Pairs were seen daily 

in the lowlands of Trinidad. Not numerous. 

Blue-headed Parrot. Pionus menstruus menstruus. Small flocks flew over 

AWNC every morning as they were flying to the foraging area. We had scope views 

of few individuals perched as well. 

Orange-winged Parrot. Amazona amazonica. Seen almost every day. Most of 

the individuals we saw had brown-dyed face, maybe a consequence of sticking their 

face inside the flowers of the Mountain Immortelle trees (Erythrina sp.). 

 

Cuckoos 
Squirrel Cuckoo. Piaya cayana insulana. A single individual near the main 

house of Asa Wright Nature Centre. 

Mangrove Cuckoo. Coccyzus minor. Scope views of a pair in Tobago, in a 

mangrove near the airport. 

Striped Cuckoo. Tapera naevia naevia. Heard in Arima station. 

Smooth-billed Ani. Crotophaga ani. Common in Trinidad. 

 

Owls 
Tropical Screech-Owl. Megascops choliba cricigerus. We enjoyed great views 

of a pair in the Arima station. One individual was perched close to the ground, in an 

exposed limb of a scrub. 

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl. Glaucidium brasilianum phalaenoides. Heard in Asa 

Wright NC and later seen along the paved road. 

Striped Owl. Pseudoscops clamator oberi. Heard near the Cuffie river lodge in 

Tobago. Previously treated under Asio, and recently merged with Pseudoscops by the 

South America Classification Committee based in the work by Olson (1995). 

 

Nighthawks & Nightjars 
Short-tailed Nighthawk. Lurocalis semitorquatus semitorquatus. Unlike the 

nightjars, the nighthawks are usually seen flying (foraging) at dawn and dusk while 

spending most of the night perched. We were able to enjoy this species flying at dawn 

the morning we searched for the Trinidad Pipin-Guan. 

Common Pauraque. Nyctidromus albicollis albicollis. Great studies in Aripo 

where we saw three individuals. 

White-tailed Nightjar. Caprimulgus cayennensis leopetes. A pair was seen in the 

Aripo station at night, but we were not able to study it at length. Later, on Little 

Tobago we saw an individual roosting on a limb next to the trail, allowing superb 

studies. 

 

Potoos  
Common Potoo. Nyctibius griseus griseus. One individual was observed at the 

Arima station. It was also heard at Cuffie river nature retreat, where it responded 

several times to our whistle. 

 

 



Oilbirds 
Oilbird. Steatornis caripensis. We had great views of this absolutely bizarre 

nocturnal frugivorous. Molecular studies suggest that this species once suffered a 

population bottleneck, an event in which an important percentage of the population or 

species was killed or unable to breed. Today it is found in several neotropical 

countries and size of population varies from few dozens to several thousands. They 

are found mainly in caves and crevices, although they can be found roosting on trees 

(during the non-breeding season) and nesting on areas exposed to the sun, such as the 

many of the mesa mountain walls in southern Venezuela. Although nocturnal, its 

relatively small eyes have the highest capacity of light-gathering of all birds-- but low 

visual resolution. For that reason, Oilbirds use a rough system of echolocation to 

navigate and have a keen olfaction to locate ripe fruit. 

 

Swifts 
Band-rumped Swift. Chaetura spinicauda spinicaudus. This species was 

probably the least numerous swift in the main ridge in Trinidad. We had nice studies 

at the Christophene plantation where we noticed the narrow but contrasting pale band 

on the rump. 

Gray-rumped Swift. Chaetura cinereiventris lawrencei. In this species the rump 

and upper tail were grayish, contrasting to the black back. We might have seen at least 

a dozen individuals at the Christophene plantation. 

Short-tailed Swift. Chaetura brachyura brachyura. This was the most common 

and most widespread swift in the lowlands of Trinidad. It had almost no tail! 

Fork-tailed Palm-Swift. Tachornis squamata squamata. Restricted to the 

Moriche swamp, we saw very few at Wallerfield area. 

 

Hummingbirds 
Rufous-breasted Hermit. Glaucis hirsuta insularum. One nest with the female 

perched was found at Blanchisseuse road. Later, another individual was observed in 

the trail inside the Asa Wright NC. A third individual was also seen in Tobago. 

Green Hermit. Phaethornis guy guy. This one was common around the grounds 

of Asa Wright NC, Trinidad. 

Little Hermit. Phaethornis longuemareus longuemareus. A single individual was 

seen during a morning walk at the entrance road of Asa Wright NC. 

White-tailed Sabrewing. Campylopterus ensipennis. We had unforgettable views 

in the Gilpin forest in Tobago. This species is only found in Tobago and in NE 

Venezuela, and almost became extinct in Tobago in 1963 when hurricane Flora 

destroyed much of its habitat. The population in Tobago is now doing well. We saw 

about 8 individuals! 

White-necked Jacobin. Florisuga mellivora. We all enjoyed daily views in Asa 

Wright NC. Also seen every day in Tobago. 

Green-throated Mango. Anthracothorax viridigula. Towards the end of the 

afternoon we observed a male perched at the mangrove in the Caroni swamp. 

Black-throated Mango. Anthracothorax nigricollis nigricollis. We had daily 

views in Asa Wright NC. Also seen every day in Tobago. This is arguably one of the 

most territorial Trochilidae in Trinidad and Tobago. 

Ruby-topaz Hummingbird. Chrysolampis mosquitus. The first sight of the trip 

was a female nesting in the Arena forest in Trinidad. Later, in Tobago we had several 

views of males and females at the feeders of the lodge. This species migrates to 



Trinidad and Tobago during the nesting season, spending the remaining of the year in 

mainland Venezuela. 

Tufted Coquette. Lophornis ornatus. Astonishing view of two males at Asa 

Wright NC. The first was seen at about 5PM foraging at small purple flowers next to 

the verandah. The second was seen foraging at small flowers in the parking lot. We 

got great shots and video! 

Blue-chinned Sapphire. Chlorestes notata notata. We had daily views at Asa 

Wright NC. It never visited the hummingbird feeders as it did the wild flowers near 

the verandah. 

Blue-tailed Emerald. Chlorostilbon mellisugus caribaeus. A male was seen 

along the road of Asa Wright NC. 

White-chested Emerald. Amazilia (chionopectus)chionopectus. Seen daily in 

Asa Wright NC. This race seems to have the least amount of white on the underparts 

for the species. 

Copper-rumped Hummingbird. Amazilia tobaci erythronotus. This species was 

common and widespread, and it was seen every day in both islands. 

 

Trogons 
Green-backed Trogon. Trogon viridis viridis. Once called White-tailed Trogon 

(this English name now applies for Trogon chionurus). A female was scoped at the 

Arena forest, Trinidad. 

Collared Trogon. Trogon collaris exoptatus. Heard in Trinidad and seen on two 

consecutive days at the Gilpin forest in Tobago. 

 

Motmots 
Trinidad Motmot. Momotus bahamensis. Few were observed in Trinidad 

including a pair at the bird feeder of Asa Wright NC. Another pair was observed 

visiting a crevice (nest) along the access road to the centre. Then, it was very common 

in the dry forest of Tobago. This species was formerly considered a race of Blue-

crowned Motmot, Momotus momota that have been split into five species, four of 

which occur in the neotropics. For further understanding of the taxonomy see 

proposal 412 of the SACC (South America Classification Committee) at: 

<http://www.museum.lsu.edu/~Remsen/SACCprop412.html> 

 

Kingfishers 
Ringed Kingfisher. Megaceryle torquata torquata. One individual was seen in 

the sewage ponds in Trinidad. 

Green Kingfisher. Chloroceryle americana croteta. One male glimpsed at a 

mangrove channel in the Nariva swamp, Trinidad. 

 

Jacamars 
Rufous-tailed Jacamar. Galbula ruficauda ruficauda. Seen at various locations 

in Trinidad and inside the forest in Tobago. Interesting enough, it seems to reach 

higher elevations in Tobago, probably due to the lack of competition in this smaller 

island.  

 

Toucans 
Channel-billed Toucan. Ramphastos vitellinus vitellinus. Seen daily in Trinidad. 

One individual was regularly observed from the verandah of Asa Wright NC. 



Woodpeckers 
Red-crowned Woodpecker. Melanerpes rubricapillus rubricapillus. It was fairly 

common in Tobago. This is mainly a Caribbean species distributed from Costa Rica 

to Venezuela.  

Red-rumped Woodpecker. Veniliornis kirkii kirkii. The first pair was seen at 

Blanchisseuse road but later seen in Tobago as well. Also, it was seen at the red 

mangrove of the Caroni swamp. In mainland South America, this species is usually 

found away of mangrove. 

Golden-olive Woodpecker. Colaptes rubiginosus trinitatis. Common in forested 

areas of both islands. 

Chestnut Woodpecker. Celeus elegans leotaudi. After a bit of a search we 

managed to see a pair in our last morning in Trinidad. 

Lineated Woodpecker. Dryocopus lineatus lineatus. Great views of a female 

tearing apart the bark of a branch as it was searching for arthropods. We enjoyed this 

moment from the verandah of Asa Wright NC, Trinidad. 

 

Spinetails, Woodcreepers& allies 
Gray-throated Leaftosser. Sclerurus albigularis. Astonishing views of a single 

individual tossing leaves while searching for arthropods in the grounds of Asa Wright 

NC. The leaftosser remained for such a while in the area that we were able to make a 

video of it! 

Pale-breasted Spinetail. Synallaxis albescens trinitatis. A pair was seen for 

various minutes in Mahase property. Trinidad. This spinetail is fond to scrubby 

vegetation and secondary growth. 

Stripe-breasted Spinetail. Synallaxis cinnamomea carri / terrestris. After much 

effort we failed to see it in Trinidad (Ssp.carri), but later we were rewarded with great 

views of two pairs in Tobago (Ssp.terrestris). This spinetail is confined to forested 

areas. 

Yellow-chinned Spinetail. Certhiaxis cinnamomeus cinnamomeus. Nicely seen in 

the Aripo station. This spinetail has a preference for grassland near water and floating 

aquatic vegetation. 

Streaked Xenops. Xenops rutilans heterurus. Only heard in the main road of Asa 

Wright NC. Unfortunately not seen. 

Plain-brown Woodcreeper. Dendrocincla fuliginosa meruloides. One was seen 

at Blanchisseuse road in Trinidad. 

 

Olivaceous Woodcreeper. Sittasomus griseicapillus griseus. Nice studies in the 

Gilpin forest in Tobago. This species is likely to be split in at least five species 

(C.Marantz pers.comm.) and the one in Tobago will likely be related with species 

found in northern Venezuela. 

Straight-billed Woodcreeper. Dendroplex picus altirostris. A pair was nailed in 

the mangrove at the Caroni swamp. Although widespread in tropical South America, 

there are some vocal differences among the different races. The one in Trinidad has a 

voice similar to that of the populations in NE Venezuela. 

Cocoa Woodcreeper.Xiphorhynchus susurrans susurrans. Seen on both islands. 

Once considered conspecific with Buff-throated Woodcreeper X.guttatus which 

occurs mainly in the Orinoco and Amazon river basin. 

Streak-headed Woodcreeper. Lepidocolaptes souleyetti littoralis. Only heard 

near Asa Wright NC. 

 



Typical Antbirds 
Great Antshrike. Taraba major semifasciatus. We had daily views in Asa Wright 

NC with superb views of both the male and the female. 

Black-crested Antshrike. Sakesphorus canadensis trinitatis. A pair was scoped 

near the Aripo station, in Trinidad. This species is a good example of a misnomer in 

neotropical ornithology, where cayennensis was intended instead canadensis. 

Barred Antshrike. Thamnophilus doliatus fraterculus. Several pairs were seen in 

both islands. 

Plain Antvireo. Dysithamnus mentalis andrei. A nice pair was observed along the 

Blanchisseuse road in Trinidad. The voice is virtually identical to that of the 

population in northern Venezuela. 

White-flanked Antwren. Myrmotherula axillaris axillaris. This species is a good 

representative of the Guianan avifauna in Trinidad. We enjoyed a very vocal pair at 

Blanchisseuse road. Later we saw a second pair near the Christophene plantation. 

White-fringed Antwren. Formicivora grisea intermedia. A pair was seen in 

Tobago. Treated as Northern White-fringed Antwren in Hilty (2003) due to vocal 

differences with ssp. grisea. Currently considered one species but will certainly 

consist in at least two separate species. Absent in Trinidad. 

Silvered Antbird.Sclateria naevia naevia.  A pair was observed foraging along 

the stilt roots of the mangrove near the Nariva swamp. 

White-bellied Antbird. Myrmeciza longipes. Great views in the Arena forest, but 

what an effort to see it! We finally nailed this one looking at a reduced window or 

otherwise thick dense forest edge. 

 

Ground Antbirds (Antthrushes) 
Black-faced Antthrush. Formicarius analis saturatus. Heard for various days in 

Trinidad but not seen until the last morning when we it walked along a partially bare 

understory of forest at the main ridge. 

 

Tyrant-Flycatchers 
The Tyrant-Flycatchers are one of the best examples of speciation in the neotropics. 

Visitors to the neotropics are at once frustrated and excited to see a number of these 

species following after the Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl‟s whistle. Our group managed to 

see and learn how to identify some of the 27 species reported on our tour. 

Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet. Camptostoma obsoletum venezuelae. Nice 

views of a single individual singing at dawn atop a dead branch in Asa Wright NC. 

 

Forest Elaenia. Myiopagis gaimardii trinitatis. A single individual was observed 

at the Asa Wright NC. This one can be difficult to identify due to the lack of 

distinctive field marks. We had scope views noticing the white crest, which is usually 

concealed. 

Yellow-bellied Elaenia. Elaenia flavogaster flavogaster. A pair was nicely seen 

at the Moriche swamp adjacent to the Arena forest. The split crest was one of the 

main field marks. Also seen in Little Tobago. 

Lesser Elaenia. Elaenia chiriquensis flavivertex. Great views at the mangrove 

near the Nariva swamp. Not a common species in Trinidad. 

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher. Mionectes oleaginous pallidiventris. Daily views as is 

quite conspicuous in Trinidad & Tobago. Often we saw it perched on a branch of a 

fruit tree and taking the fruit with small sallies. Seen on both islands. 



Slaty-capped Flycatcher. Leptopogon superciliaris pariae. An active pair was 

enjoyed at tree canopy on Blanchisseusse road in Trinidad. You will remember it 

lifting the wing after landing to a perch! 

Northern Scrub-Flycatcher. Sublegatus arenarum (orenocensis). This was one 

of the surprises on the trip. During the boat trip to the Caroni swamp we found a pair 

inside the red mangrove;  after a series of playback experiments they started singing 

and gave call notes and songs that sounded more like the race orinocensis (soft and 

faster)  rather than the race glaber (strong and shorter).  As far as I understand, the 

race orinocensis have not been reported in this country. While both subspecies 

(orinocensis and glaber) are found in scrubby vegetation and edge of dry forest in 

neighboring Venezuela, the race orinocensis is found at edge of mangrove in eastern 

Venezuela which coincides with the habitat in the Caroni swamp. We are probably 

the first to notice this vocal difference of the individuals in the Caroni swamp. 

Nevertheless, further studies are needed to confirm the existence of the race 

orinocensis in Trinidad and Tobago. 

Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant. Myiornis ecaudatus miserabilis. Only heard in the 

upper part of the Blanchisseuse road. This is the smallest passerine in the world! 

Yellow-breasted Flycatcher.Tolmomyias flaviventris collingwoodi. Seen 

regularly in Trinidad. Heard in Tobago. 

Bran-colored Flycatcher. Myiophobus fasciatus fasciatus. Great views of this 

small tyrant-flycatcher. It was found in a rather trashy habitat, with patches of burned 

scrubs and remnants of secondary growth. 

Euler's Flycatcher. Lathrotriccus euleri lawrencei. We were very lucky to find 

this species in a semi-open understory at edge of the forest. We had great views of it 

as were able to see through the scope! 

Tropical Pewee. Contopus cinereus bogotensis. We had daily views from the 

verandah of Asa Wright NC. 

Fuscous Flycatcher. Cnemotriccus fuscatus cabanisi. We studied a couple of 

individuals in the dry forest in Tobago. This subspecies has quite a short supercilium 

compared to other races in South America. 

Pied Water-Tyrant. Fluvicola pica pica. Seen regularly in Trinidad in areas with 

floating vegetation or damp grassland. 

White-headed Marsh-Tyrant. Arundinicola leucocephala. Seen in the same 

habitat as the above species, but less numerous. 

Dusky-capped Flycatcher. Myiarchus tuberculifer tuberculifer .A pair was seen 

moving in the subcanopy on the upper section of Blanchisscheusse road. 

VenezuelanFlycatcher. Myiarchus venezuelensis. We all shared a very nice study 

of it throughout the scope in the Gilpin forest, in Tobago. 

Brown-crested Flycatcher. Myiarchus tyrannulus tyrannulus. A couple pairs 

were seen in Tobago, near the Bon Accord area. Unlike the previous species, this one 

is found in open areas, mangrove and secondary growth. 

Great Kiskadee. Pitangus sulphuratus trinitatis. We had daily views in Trinidad. 

Absent in Tobago. 

Streaked Flycatcher. Myiodynastes maculatus tobagensis. An individual was 

seen along the road to the Gilpin trace, Tobago. 

Piratic Flycatcher. Legatus leucophaius leucophaius. A pair was heard in Asa 

Wright NC almost daily. Later on the week we managed to see a pair singing from a 

fairly exposed branch of a tree in the Arima valley, Trinidad. 

Sulphury Flycatcher. Tyrannopsis sulphurea .Great views of a pair in the 

Moriche swamp near Wallerfield, Trinidad. 



Tropical Kingbird. Tyrannus melancholicus satrapa. We had daily views in both 

islands. Only missed on 8 March. 

Gray Kingbird. Tyrannus dominicensis vorax. This species was first seen near 

the Aripo savanna in Trinidad, and later seen again in Tobago. It is not clear whether 

this species remains all year round or if it migrates to other regions. 

 

Cotingas 
Bearded Bellbird. Procnias averano carnobarba. After a bit of an effort we 

managed to have astonishing views of a male singing from a branch inside the canopy 

of the discovery trail in Asa Wright NC. A second male was heard regularly, but not 

seen. 

 

Manakins 
White-bearded Manakin. Manacus manacus trinitatis. We enjoyed daily views 

in Trinidad. The lek in Asa Wright NC was not as active as in previous years. 

Nevertheless, we saw three males close to the trail giving display. In other areas of the 

island we heard its wing-beat regularly. 

Blue-backed Manakin. Chiroxiphia pareola atlantica. Superb views along the 

Gilpin trace. More than 5 males were seen in one morning. 

Golden-headed Manakin. Pipra erythrocephala erythrocephala. An adult male 

was seen in the Arena forest. 

 

Tityras 
Studies published in 1989 and 1990 concluded that Tityra, Schiffornis and 

Pchyramphus  formed a distinct group, separated from the rest of Tyrannidae. In 

September 2007 Prum proposed to adopt the family Tityridae, being accepted by the 

SACC.  In some field guides these species were treated as incerta sedis, meaning that 

they appeared to be related with the tyrant flycatchers but of uncertain affinity. 

Black-tailed Tityra. Tityra cayana cayana. A pair was seen along Blanchisseuse 

road, Trinidad. 

White-winged Becard. Pachyramphus polychopterus tristis. A very responsive 

male was scoped right across the road entering the Aripo station, Trinidad. 

 

Vireos, Greenlets & Allies 
Red-eyed Vireo. Vireo olivaceuschivi.  This species was heard or seen almost 

every day in Tobago. The ssp.we observed is often named Chivi Vireo, referring to 

the song of this resident race. 

Scrub Greenlet. Hylophilus flavipes insularis. Seen first in the Bon Accord 

mangrove of Tobago and later heard in the tropical dry forest. Not found in Trinidad. 

Golden-fronted Greenlet. Hylophilus aurantiifrons saturatus. It was heard and 

seen regularly in Trinidad. 

Rufous-browed Peppershrike. Cyclarhis gujanensisflavipectus. Great views 

near the Arena forest, Trinidad. 

Swallows 
Southern Rough-winged Swallow.Stelgidopteryx ruficollis aequalis. We had 

daily views in Trinidad. 

Caribbean Martin. Progne dominicensis. This species was common and 

widespread in Tobago. The migratory pattern of the species across the Caribbean and 

northern South America is still not fully understood. 



Gray-breasted Martin. Progne chalybeachalybea. This was the most common 

martin in the lowlands of Trinidad. 

White-winged Swallow. Tachycineta albiventer. Various individuals were 

enjoyed in the Aripo station and Waterloo, Trinidad. 

Bank Swallow. Riparia ripariariparia. A single individual was observed in Little 

Tobago. 

Barn Swallow. Hirundo rustica erythrogaster. A pair was seen at the sewage 

ponds of Tobago. 

 

Wrens 
Rufous-breasted Wren. Thryothorus rutilusrutilus. We all enjoyed daily views in 

Trinidad. Quite vocal! 

House Wren. Troglodytes aedon albicans / tobagensis. Seen on both islands. 

Sometimes considered a separate species, Southern House Wren, Trogoldytes 

musculus although not currently recognized by the South American Classification 

Committee. 

 

Gnatcatchers 
Long-billed Gnatwren. Ramphocaenus melanurus trinitatis. This species can be 

difficult to locate due to its habits to remain in thick vegetation rich in vines. We were 

fortunate to see a pair at the edge of the forest at Blanchisseuse road. Everyone 

enjoyed its remarkably long bill! 

 

Thrushes 
Cocoa Thrush. Turdus fumigatus aquilonalis. We had great views at the bird 

feeders in Asa Wright NC. This species is otherwise quite difficult to see as it remains 

well inside the forest. 

Spectacled (Bare-eyed) Thrush. Turdus nudigenisnudigenis. Formerly known as 

Bare-eyed Thrush, an odd name as the eyes are actually black with a prominent 

yellow eye ring. We had daily views at the bird feeder of the Asa Wright NC. 

White-necked Thrush. Turdus albicollis phaeopygoides. This species is less 

conspicuous than the previous as remains well inside the forest. We saw it on both 

islands but it was in Tobago where we got good looks of it. 

 

Mockingbirds 
Tropical Mockingbird. Mimus gilvus tobagensis. This species was common and 

conspicuous in both islands. 

 

New World Warblers 
Yellow Warbler. Dendroica petechia. Seen mainly close or inside mangrove in 

both islands. 

Black-and-white Warbler. Mniotilta varia. This is not a common species in 

Trinidad. We saw an adult individual some 4km away from the antennas at 

Blanchisseuse road. 

American Redstart. Setophaga ruticilla. We had daily views in Trinidad in 

habitats ranging from moist forest to mangrove. Not numerous. 

Prothonotary Warbler. Protonotaria citrea. A single individual was enjoyed 

briefly at the Bon Accord mangrove, Tobago. 

Northern Waterthrush. Seiurus noveboracensis. Seen daily in Asa Wright NC. 



Golden-crowned Warbler. Basileuterus culicivorus. We enjoyed a couple of 

sights along  Blanchisseuse road, Trinidad. The second pair allowed us to study the 

plumage of the underparts noticing that the undertail coverts are indeed yellow, not 

white. Until recently, the color of these coverts were incorrectly illustrated in most 

field guides for Central & South America. 

 

Bananaquit 
Bananaquit. Coereba flaveola luteola. This species was seen virtually every day 

on both islands. From my Caribbean travels, I‟ve recognized three different forms. 

The first, located on some of the ABC and Lesser Antilles islands, has a longer bill 

with prominent gape and long nails. The second is similar to the first but is virtually 

all sooty black and has the same distribution as the first. The third has a shorter bill 

and shorter nails, giving a high frequency vocalization. The third is located in 

Trinidad & Tobago and in northern Venezuela. Recent molecular studies have 

uncovered the Caribbean life history as a complex dynamic, revealing examples of 

reverse colonization; other islands show phases of colonization and on Hispaniola a 

case of population replacement. For further information refer to Bellemain et al. 

(2008) The dynamic evolutionary history of the bananaquit (Coereba flaveola) in the 

Caribbean revealed by a multigene analysis. 

Tanagers & Allies 
Bicolored Conebill. Conirostrum bicolorbicolor. A couple of pairs were seen at 

the Caroni swamp, Trinidad. 

White-shouldered Tanager. Tachyphonus luctuosus flaviventris. A male was 

seen on the first morning along Blanchisseuse road. This species represents the 

Guianan component of the T&T avifauna. 

White-lined Tanager. Tachyphonus rufus. It was very common in Trinidad. 

Several male and female individuals were seen every day. 

Silver-beaked Tanager. Ramphocelus carbo magnirostris. Daily views, but not 

as numerous as the previous species. 

Blue-gray Tanager. Thraupis episcopus nesophilus. Seen every day on both 

islands. Common and numerous. 

Palm Tanager. Thraupis palmarum melanoptera. Also seen every day on both 

islands, but not as numerous as Blue-gray Tanager. 

Turquoise Tanager. Tangara mexicana viellioti. Small groups were seen around 

Asa Wright NC. We enjoyed one of the diagnostic behavior aspects of the genus 

when several individuals turn their heads into the underpart of the limb to inspect for 

prey in the bark. 

Speckled Tanager. Tangara guttata trinitatis. This one can be quite difficult in 

Trinidad and we were able to see one thanks to Mahase‟s knowledge of the territory 

of this individual. 

Bay-headed Tanager. Tangara gyrola viridissima. Few pairs were seen along 

Blanchisseuse road. 

Blue Dacnis. Dacnis cayanacayana. What a beautiful species. The brightness and 

concentration of aquamarine-blue in the plumage is hard to believe! We enjoyed this 

species for two consecutive days from the verandah of the Asa Wright NC. 

Green Honeycreeper. Chlorophanes spizaspiza. Another incredible set of blue-

green plumage! We enjoyed males and females at the Asa Wright NC bird feeders. 

 

 



Purple Honeycreeper. Cyanerpes caeruleus longirostris. The males of this 

species have such an intensive purple-blue plumage that the bright yellow legs create 

a very strong contrast. Not surprisingly in Venezuela it‟s called “plastic legs!” We 

saw several males coming to the bird feeders at Asa Wright NC in the evenings. This 

one was another colorful species. 

Red-legged Honeycreeper. Cyanerpes cyaneuscyaneus.  Equally as beautiful as 

the previous, with red legs instead of yellow. We saw a few pair on both islands in 

flowering Mountain Immortelle trees (Erythrina sp.) probably taking nectar from the 

long tubular flowers. 

Swallow Tanager. Tersina viridis. Despite much search we could not see this 

species as it remained well inside the forest. Only heard. 

 

Sparrows, Seedeaters & allies 
Blue-black Grassquit. Volatinia jacarina splendens. Seen mainly in disturbed 

habitat and young secondary growth in Trinidad. 

Black-faced Grassquit. Tiaris bicolor omissa. Few pairs were seen in Tobago 

although not numerous. On our last morning in Tobago we saw a male singing quite 

loud at dawn. 

Sooty Grassquit. Tiaris fuliginosa fumosus. We had a great though quick view of 

a male foraging in false-bamboo seeds along Blanchisseusse road, Trinidad. 

Saffron Finch. Sicalis flaveola flaveola. A single individual was seen near 

Waterloo, Trinidad. 

Grassland Yellow-Finch. Sicalis luteola luteola. We were lucky to see a small 

group at the Aripo station the day before the big fire that destroyed much of the 

grassland where they were foraging. Great photos through the telescope! 

Red-capped Cardinal. Paroaria gularis nigrogenis. We were pleased to see one 

individual at the Caroni swamp to feed on pieces of bread. This species is currently 

under taxonomical revision as the race occurring along the Orinoco flood plains and 

in Trinidad is likely to be a separate species from the race occurring at the Amazon 

river basin. Such changes have already been adopted in the Field Guide to the Birds 

of Trinidad & Tobago (Kenefick et al.) and named Masked Cardinal (Paroaria 

nigrogenis). 

 

Saltators & Ant-Tanagers 
Red-crowned Ant-Tanager. Habia rubica. A family group was seen at the 

entrance of Asa Wright Nature Centre. This one can be easily confused with the male 

Silver-beaked Tanager but bill is less prominent and crest is brighter red. Also, this 

species occurs close to the ground, in understory of forest of moist forest. 

Grayish Saltator. Saltator coerulescens brewsteri. This species was first seen on 

Blanchisseuse road and later in Tobago. 

 

 

Orioles, oropendolas & Allies (Icterids) 
Red-breasted Blackbird. Sturnella militaris militaris.Various individuals were 

observed in the Aripo station. 

Carib Grackle. Quiscalus lugubrislugubris. Seen several times in Trinidad. 

Although one would expect the Trinidad repertoire to be similar to that of the 

repertoire on the South American mainland of Venezuela, we were surprised to hear 

its similarity to repertoire on the Lesser Antilles. 



Yellow-hooded Blackbird. Chrysomus icterocephalusicterocephalus. A fairly 

large group was seen at the Aripo station. 

Shiny Cowbird. Molothrus bonariensis minimus. Scattered individuals were seen 

in Trinidad. 

Giant Cowbird. Molothrus oryzivorusoryzivorus. We saw a small group in a 

Tobagonian pasture. With regards to the population size I‟m not sure if, on this small 

island, it will in time increase, decrease or remain stable. 

Epaulet (Moriche) Oriole. Icterus cayanensis. Great studies in the Moriche 

swamp at Wallerfield. It is considered conspecific with the populations of the 

Guianas. 

Yellow Oriole. Icterus nigrogularis trinitatis. A pair was seen foraging on petals 

of a flowering tree in Asa Wright NC. 

Yellow-rumped Cacique. Cacicus cela cela. We observed a nesting colony 

besides the police station in Trinidad. The first time I saw this population was about 

22 years ago, right at the same tree! 

Crested Oropendola. Psarocolius decumanus insularis. This species was 

common and widespread in both islands, but it was more numerous in Trinidad. 

 

Euphonias 
Trinidad Euphonia. Euphonia trinitatis. We had great views of an adult male 

and juveniles in Trinidad. 

Violaceous Euphonia. Euphonia violácea rodwayi.We all enjoyed daily views in 

Trinidad. This is the commonest Euphonia in the island. 

 

Other species list 
Silky Anteater. Cyclopes didactylus. Trinidad. 

Red-rumped Agouti. Dasyprocta agouti. Trinidad. 

Red-tailed Squirrel. Sciurus granatensis. Trinidad. 

Spectacled Caiman.Caiman crocodilus. Trinidad. 

Common Tree Boa. Corallus ruschenbergeri. Roadkill in Tobago. 

Cook’s Tree Boa. Corallus ruschenbergerii. Trinidad. 

Shaw's Black-backed Snake. Liophis melanotus. Main ridge forest, Tobago. 
Green Iguana. Iguana iguana. Tobago. 
Golden Tegu Lizard. Tupinambis teguixin. Trinidad. 
Wood Slave Gecko. Hemidactylus mabouia. Tobago. 
Marine Toad.  Bufo marinus. Trinidad. 
Mangrove Tree Crab. Aratus pisonii. Trinidad. 
Manicou or Mountain Crab. Eudaniela garmani. Gilpin trace, Tobago. 
Land Hermit Crab. Coenobita sp. Little Tobago. 
Leaf-cutter Ants. Atta cephalotes. Trinidad. 
Blue Morpho Butterfly. Morpho sp. Trinidad. 
Caligo Butterfly. Caligo sp. Tobago. 
Urania (Sunset) Moth. Urania sp. Tobago. 

 

Final comments. For checking at the videos taken of several bird species in this tour, 

please visit the Internet Bird Collection in about 4 weeks. The link is: 

http://ibc.lynxeds.com/users/david-ascanio 

 
Also, you can download the photos taken in this tour in our website 

www.ventbird.com 

http://ibc.lynxeds.com/users/david-ascanio
http://www.ventbird.com/

