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This year’s Tinalandia Pre-trip proved, yet again, to be the perfect complement to our 
Northwestern Andean Slopes tour. With an unhurried and relatively relaxed but birdy 
itinerary, we were able to ease ourselves into the complex world of Neotropical birding and 
begin to experience the tremendous biodiversity that this pint-sized country of Ecuador has to 
offer. Many of the species we recorded were not seen on the main tour, and many others 
were actually seen better. 
  
There is a well-accepted axiom in Andean birding that recognizes the fact that sunny weather 
(except perhaps in the early morning and late afternoon) is not favorable for finding birds, and 
in my many years of experience here I have found this to be generally true. This November 
was unseasonably dry and sunny—I guess the effects of global warming are becoming more 
evident, even here along the Equator—and the prospect of a constant fight with sun did not 
seem promising as we began our journey. To my great surprise, the birds were actually 
“jumping” much of each day, in spite of the dominance of beautiful blue skies on a daily basis 
during this tour. 
 
Our first day was dedicated to travel along a narrow, winding all-weather track from Quito, 
Ecuador’s capital—perched up in the Andes at an altitude of about 9,000 ft—down to our 
foothill “center-of-operations,” Tinalandia, at just under 2,500 ft. It took us all day, but we had 
to keep moving downslope, stopping here and there to see whatever showed itself. We 
sampled birds from temperate forest and woodland to subtropical zone and foothill cloud 
forest, walking some stretches of road, stopping for a picnic breakfast and lunch, and driving 
slowly along while keeping eyes and ears keen for anything avian that chipped or fluttered. 
By the time we rolled in to Tinalandia we had seen quite a bit—a nice intro to one of the 
world’s richest countries—biologically speaking. We had already begun picking up a number 
of hummingbird species: Black-tailed Trainbearer, Tyrian Metaltail, Collared Inca, and Great 
Sapphirewing among them. Golden-headed Quetzal, Crimson-rumped Toucanet, Pale-
mandibled Araçari, Crimson-mantled Woodpecker, Pearled Treerunner, Streaked 
Tuftedcheek, Agile Tit-Tyrant, Red-crested Cotinga, Andean Cock-of-the-rock, Turquoise Jay, 
White-capped Dipper, along with Scarlet-bellied and Blue-winged mountain-tanagers, and 
Golden, Flame-faced, Metallic-green, and Beryl-spangled tanagers, among many other 
species, were also under our belts by the time we sat down to enjoy our dinner and first 
checklist session. 
 
Tinalandia continues to be an important place to initiate one’s Ecuador birding experience. 
Our first pre-breakfast walk turned up a “pile” of birds, and the fruit and nectar feeders that 
are set up near the dining veranda kept us busy between bites, followed by the incursion of 
an impressive mixed foraging flock! Even a Fasciated Tiger-Heron showed up along the 
Toachi River. A very active morning of over 60 species…and it was only about 9:15! We 
continued our birding until lunch, adding more species—a little slower-paced as the day 
heated up—and after a midday break, we headed out to explore a forest trail. In all, we 
enjoyed a very successful day, with Pallid Dove; Maroon-tailed Parakeet; Bronze-winged 
Parrot; White-whiskered Hermit; Purple-crowned Fairy; Green Thorntail; Green-crowned 
Brilliant; Green-crowned Woodnymph; Gartered and Collared trogons; Broad-billed Motmot; 



Barred Puffbird; Red-headed Barbet; Guayaquil Woodpecker; Snowy-throated Kingbird; 
Dusky-faced, Flame-rumped, Bay-headed, and Blue-necked tanagers; Green Honeycreeper; 
Black-winged Saltator; Orange-billed Sparrow; Orange-crowned Euphonia; and Yellow-
bellied Siskin among our prizes. 
 
We headed out early the following morning to visit the Río Palenque Reserve, a classic 
birding hotspot that holds a treasure of lowland birds. We spent the morning walking their 
main trail through forest and clearings, and then spent much of midday relaxing at an 
overlook, picking up new species along the Río Baba, down below, and in the vegetation that 
surrounded us. We then birded along the forested entrance road and drove down to the 
river’s edge before heading back to Tinalandia in the early afternoon. Sounds like a fairly 
relaxed day—it was, really—though we did record 130 some odd species! At one point, an 
imitation of Pacific Pygmy-Owl worked like a magnet to call in 20–30 forest species, each 
spying about in search of the supposed culprit. Just a few of the specialties seen here include 
Cocoi Heron; Pied Plover; Ecuadorian and Blue ground-doves; Pacific Pygmy-Owl; White-
chinned Swift; Band-tailed Barbthroat; Baron’s and Stripe-throated hermits; White-tailed, 
Collared, and Chocó trogons; Rufous and Broad-billed motmots; Rufous-tailed Jacamar; 
Orange-fronted Barbet; Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner; Red-billed Scythebill; Western Slaty-
Antshrike; Dot-winged Antwren; Brown-capped Tyrannulet; Purple-throated Fruitcrow; White-
bearded Manakin; Long-billed Gnatwren; Rufous-browed Peppershrike; Black-lored 
Yellowthroat; Gray-and-gold Warbler; Guira Tanager; Yellow-tufted Dacnis; Slate-colored 
Grosbeak; and Crimson-breasted Finch. 
 
Our final morning began with a short pre-breakfast drive back to the Chiriboga Road 
entrance, and at the bridge there, we watched a pair of Torrent Ducks and White-capped 
Dippers. After enjoying a close encounter with a mixed species foraging flock, we returned to 
Tinalandia where we spent the rest of the morning exploring edge and forest trails. We 
initiated our ascent to Quito after lunch—climbing the western Andean slope and dropping 
into the pastoral interandean valley—filled with memories of all that we had seen during this 
brief, but action-packed pre-trip, and ripe with anticipation of great things to come! 
 
ITINERARY 
Nov. 09 – Arrival in Quito/overnight Hotel Quito 
Nov. 10 —Chiriboga Road to Tinalandia(3200-800m) /overnight Tinalandia  
Nov. 11 – Tinalandia  grounds all day  (700-800m) /overnight Tinalandia     
Nov. 12 – Río Palenque (200m) day trip /overnight Tinalandia  
Nov. 13 – Chiriboga bridge early am; Tinalandia  grounds (forest trails) /afternoon return to  
                 Quito (700-3100m)/overnight Hotel Quito 
Nov. 14 – meet group for NW Andean Slopes Tour 
 
THE SPECIES LIST 
 
TINAMOUS: TINAMIDAE 
  Little Tinamou (Crypturellus soui)—Heard on two mornings at Tinalandia 
 
DUCKS, GEESE & SWANS 
  Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors)—8 or so were seen along the Río Baba at Río Palenque 
  Torrent Duck (Merganetta armata)—4 were seen along the Chiriboga Road; another pair  
              were seen at the Chiriboga bridge 



NEW WORLD QUAILS: ODONTOPHORIDAE 
  Rufous-fronted Wood-Quail (Odontophorus erythrops)—Heard only, at Tinalandia on 11/11 
 
GREBES: PODICEPIDIDAE 
   Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps)—At least 1 was seen along the Río Baba at Río  
               Palenque 
  
CORMORANTS: PHALACROCORACIDAE 
  Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus)—Some 16 or so (in all) were seen along  
               the Río Toachi (from Tinalandia, etc.) and at Río Palenque 
 
ANHINGA: ANHINGIDAE 
  Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga)—1 was seen at Río Palenque 
 
HERONS & BITTERNS:  ARDEIDAE 
  Fasciated Tiger-Heron (Tigrisoma fasciatum)—1 was spotted by Juan along the Río  
               Toachi from Tinalandia (scope views) 
  Cocoi Heron (Ardea cocoi)—1 was seen along the Río Baba at Río Palenque 
  Great Egret (Ardea alba)—2 were seen along the Río Baba at Río Palenque 
  Snowy Egret (Egretta thula)—Singles were seen along the Río Toachi from Tinalandia on  
                two days 
  Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis)—Abundant this trip; generally large numbers seen daily 
 
AMERICAN VULTURES:  CATHARTIDAE 
  Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus)—Generally very common throughout—seen on all days  
  Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura)—Less common than previous species—also seen daily 
 
OSPREY: PANDIONIDAE 
  Osprey (Pandion haliaetus)—1 was seen in flight along the Río Baba at Río Palenque 
 
KITES, EAGLES & HAWKS:  ACCIPITRIDAE 
  Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus)—Only 3 were seen at Tinalandia on 11/11  
  Roadside Hawk (Bureo magnirostris)—Singles were seen on three days (Tinalandia and 

Río Palenque) 
  
FALCONS & CARACARAS: FALCONIDAE 
  Barred Forest-Falcon (Micrastur ruficollis)—Heard only at Tinalandia  
  Laughing Falcon (Herpetotheres cachinnans)—Heard only at Río Palenque 
  American Kestrel (Falco sparverius)—2 were seen on our first morning en route to the  
                Chiriboga Road; another was seen in the highlands on our last afternoon  
 
RAILS, GALLINULES & COOTS:  RALLIDAE 
  White-throated Crake (Laterallus albigularis)—Heard only briefly at Tinalandia 
 
JACANAS: JACANIDAE 
  Wattled Jacana (Jacana jacana)—A group of 6 were seen along the Río Baba at Río  
                Palenque 
 
 



PLOVERS & LAPWINGS: CHARADRIIDAE 
  Pied Plover  (Hoploxypterus cayanus)—1 was seen well along the Río Baba at Río  
                Palenque (scarce species in the western lowlands) 
 
SANDPIPERS & ALLIES: SCOLOPACIDAE 
  Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularia)—2 were seen on our first day along streams on  
                the lower Chiriboga Road; singles were also seen at Tinalandia (Río Toachi) and  
                again on the lower Chiriboga Road 
 
PIGEONS & DOVES:  COLUMBIDAE 
  Rock Pigeon (Columba livia)—Seen around a few villages, towns and Quito 
  Pale-vented Pigeon (Columba cayennensis)—At least 1 was seen at Tinalandia; another        
                 at Río Palenque                      
  Plumbeous Pigeon (Columba plumbea)—Heard only, on first day at Tinalandia 
  Eared Dove (Zenaida auriculata)—Common mostly around Quito and in the highlands 
  Ecuadorian Ground-Dove  (Colombina buckleyi)—At least 20 were seen at Río Palenque  
  Blue Ground-Dove (Claravis pretiosa)—6 males and a female were seen (including nice  
                   scope views) at Río Palenque 
  White-tipped Dove (Leptotila verreauxi)—Heard only at Río Palenque  
  Pallid Dove  (Leptotia palida)—At least 3 were seen at Tinalandia (others heard); heard only  
                   at Río Palenque 
  
PARROTS & MACAWS:  PSITTACIDAE 
  Maroon-tailed Parakeet (Pyrhurra melanura)—Small flocks, some 11 birds in all were seen,  
                   at Tinalandia over two days 
  Blue-fronted Parrotlet (Touit dilectissimus)—Apparently this species heard only at Río  
                   Palenque 
  Blue-headed Parrot (Pionus menstruus)—Heard only at Río Palenque 
  Red-billed Parrot (Pionus sordidus)—A few were seen in flight along the lower Chiriboga  
                   Road on our first day 
  Bronze-winged Parrot (Pionus chalcopterus)—A perched pair was seen (scoped) at  
                   Tinalandia 
 
CUCKOOS: CUCULIDAE 
  Little Cuckoo (Piaya minuta)—Heard only at Río Palenque 
  Squirrel Cuckoo (Piaya cayana)—From 1-4 seen daily, including nice views of at least a few  
                    at Tinalandia and Río Palenque 
  Smooth-billed Ani (Crotophaga ani)—At least 8 were seen in open areas at Tinalandia (golf  
                    course area); others were seen at Río Palenque 
 
TYPICAL OWLS: STRIGIDAE 
  Pacific Pygmy-Owl  (Glaucidium peruanum)—At least 1 was seen at Río Palenque, this a  
                    Tumbesian Bioregional endemic 
 
NIGHTJARS & ALLIES: CAPRIMULGIDAE 
  Common Pauraque (Nyctidromus albicollis)—1 was flushed off the driveway pre-dawn at  
                    Tinalandia  
 
 



SWIFTS: APODIDAE 
  White-chinned Swift  (Cypseloides cryptus)—5 of this rather chunky Cypseloides swifts  
                    were seen in flight over Río Palenque 
  Chestnut-collared swift (Streptoprocne rutila)—Some 25 were seen at Tinalandia; then  
                    another group was seen together with the previous species at Río Palenque 
  White-collared Swift (Streptoprocne zonaris)—Only a few of this spectacular and large swift  
                    were seen only along the Chiriboga Road on our first day 
  Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift (Panyptila cayennensis)—Only 1 was seen, at Río Palenque  
 
HUMMINGBIRD: TROCHILIDAE 
 Band-talied Barbthroat (Threnetes ruckeri)— 1 was observed by Leon at Tinalandia; then  
                    another was seen by the group at Río Palenque  
   White-whiskered Hermit (Phaethornis yaruqui)—2 were seen repeatedly visiting feeders at  
                    Tinalandia 
 Baron’s Hermit (Phaethornis baroni)—Also known as Long-billed Hermit (P. longirostris)  
                      by some authors. 2 were seen well at Río Palenque 
   Stripe-throated Hermit  (Phaethornis striigularis)—2, of this tiny hermit, were seen at Río  
                      Palenque  
 Sparkling Violetear (Colibri coruscans)—The common species of the central valley 
   Purple-crowned Fairy (Heliothryx barroti)—3 were seen at Tinalandia; another 1 was found  
                      at Río Palenque  
 Green Thorntail (Popelairia conversii)—3 were seen at Tinalandia on our first day there 
   Speckled Hummingbird (Adelomyia melanogenys)—3 were seen along the Chiriboga Road 
   Black-tailed Trainbearer (Lesbia victoriae)—2 females were seen along the upper Chiriboga  
                      Road 
   Tyrian Metaltail (Metallura tyrianthina)—3 were seen along the upper Chiriboga Road 
   Sapphire-vented Puffleg (Eriocnemis luciani)—3 were seen along the upper Chiriboga 

Road 
   Collared Inca (Coeligena torquata)—1 was seen briefly along the upper Chiriboga Road 
   Great Sapphirewing (Pterophanes cyanopterus)—1 was seen hovering and in flight along  
                      the upper Chiriboga Road 
   Green-crowned Brilliant (Heliodoxa jacula)—At least 3 were seen repeatedly at Tinalandia  
                      feeders this trip 
 Green-crowned Woodnymph (Thalurania fannyi)—2 or so were seen repeatedly at  
                      Tinalandia feeders 
 Rufous-tailed Hummingbird (Amazilia tzacatl—The most common lowland species of the  
                     west in gardens and open areas; seen daily  
 Blue-chested Hummingbird (Amazilia amabilis)—1 female was seen at Río Palenque 
   Violet-bellied Hummingbird (Damophila julie)—1 female was seen at Tinalandia feeders on  
                       our first day there 
  
QUETZALS & TROGONS: TROGONIDAE  
  Golden-headed Quetzal (Pharomachrus auriceps)—1 male was seen along the lower  
                       Chiriboga Road 
  Western White-tailed Trogon (Trogon chionurus)—2 excellent females were seen at Río  
                        Palenque. Now fully recognized as two species (as in Ridgely & Greenfield,  
                        but with different English names): White-tailed Trogon (T. chionurus) of the  
                        Pacific lowlands, and Green-backed Trogon (T. viridis) of Amazonia  
   



Gartered Trogon (Trogon caligatus)—1 male was seen well at Río Palenque. Now fully  
                        recognized as two species (Ridgely & Greenfield use a different slightly 
                        classification): Northern Violaceus-Trogon (T. caligatus) of the  
                        Pacific lowlands, and Amazonian Violaceus-Trogon (T. violaceus) of  
                        Amazonia. This last, Amazonian, species is now recognized as Amazonian  
                        Trogon (T. ramonianus) 
  Collared Trogon (Trogon collaris)—Single males were seen at both Río Palenque and  
                       Tinalandia 
  Ecuadorian Trogon  (Trogon mesurus)—A whopping 7 or so were seen at Río Paleque; 
                       this, a Tumbesian bioregional endemic 
 
MOTMOTS: MOMOTIDAE 
  Rufous Motmot (Baryphthengus martii)—2 were seen well at Río Palenque; heard often at  
                       Tinalandia 
  Broad-billed Motmot (Electron platyrhynchum)—2 were seen at Tinalandia; another 5 were  
                        seen at Río Palenque 
PUFFBIRD: BUCCONIDAE 
  Barred Puffbird (Hystalus radiatus)—Finally spotted 1 (of a pair) that drove us nuts, calling 

in the high tangled forest canopy, at Tinalandia 
 
JACAMARS: GALBULIDAE 
  Rufous-tailed Jacamar (Galbula ruficauda)—At least 2 were seen at Río Palenque; heard  
                        only at Tinalandia  
 
BARBETS: CAPITONIDAE 
  Orange-fronted Barbet (Capito squamatus)—A pair of this Chocó endemic was seen briefly 
                        at Río Palenque 
  Red-headed Barbet (Eubucco bourcierii)—Several sightings over three days of this  
                         stunning species; best views at Tinalandia fruit feeders 
  
TOUCANS: RAMPHASTIDAE 
  Crimson-rumped Toucanet (Aulacorhynchus haematopygus)—2 were seen along the lower  
                        Chiriboga Road  
  Pale-mandibled Araçari  (Pteroglossua erythropygius)—Also lumped with Collared Araçari  
                        (P. torquatus) by some authors.This Ecuadorian endemic species was seen at  
                        both Tinalandia and Río Silanche, though spectacular at Tinalandia fruit  
                        feeders 
   Chocó Toucan (Ramphastos brevis)—Heard only at Tinalandia 
 
WOODPECKERS: PICIDAE 
  Black-cheeked Woodpecker (Melanerpes pucherani)—Several were seen at both Tinalandia 
                         and Río Palenque 
  Red-rumped Woodpecker (Veniliornis kirkii)—Observed at both Tinalandia and Río  
                         Palenque, including beautiful views at Tinalandia 
  Golden-olive Woodpecker (Piculus rubiginosus)—A few were seen at both Tinalandia and  
                         Río Palenque 
  Crimson-mantled Woodpecker  (Piculus rivolii)—Fine looks at one responsive bird along  
                         the upper Chiriboga Road; a stunning species 
   



  Lineated Woodpecker (Dryocopus lineatus)—Heard only at both Tinalandia and  Río  
                         Palenque 
  Guayaquil Woodpecker  (Campephilus gayaquilensis)—Excellent close looks; 3 of this  
                         basically Ecuadorian endemic species at Tinalandia  and another at Río  
                         Palenque 
 
OVENBIRDS: FURNARIIDAE 
 Pacific Hornero (Furnarius cinnamomeus)—A common and comical resident seen daily.  
                       Considered a race of Pale-legged Hornero (F. leucopus) by some authors  
 Slaty Spinetail (Synallaxis brachyura)—1 was glimpsed at Tinalandia; quite silent and  
                        unresponsive this trip 
   Red-faced Spinetail (Cranioleuca erythrops)—1 was seen by Leon at Tinalandia 
   Pearled Treerunner (Margarornis squamiger)—At least 4 were seen along the Chiriboga  
                        Road 
   Streaked Tuftedcheek (Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii)—1 was seen with a mixed species  
                        foraging flock along the upper Chiriboga Road 
   Lineated Foliage-gleaner (Syndactyla subulatus)—1 was seen with a mixed species 
                        foraging flock along the Chiriboga Road. 
 Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner (Automolus ochrolaemus)—1 was seen well in understory at  
                        Río Palenque (scoped and all) 
 Plain Xenops (Xenops minutus)—1 was seen well with a mixed foraging flock at Río  
                        Palenque; another was seen at Tinalandia 
 Plain-brown Woodcreeper (Dendrocincla fuliginosa)—1 was seen well with a mixed species  
                        foraging at Río Palenque 
 Wedge-billed Woodcreeper (Glyphorynchus spirurus)—Singles were seen at both Río  
                        Palenque and Tinalandia 
 Spotted Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus erythropygius)—Only 1-2 were seen at Tinalandia.  
                        Quite absent this trip 
   Montane Woodcreeper (Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger)—At least 2 were seen along the lower  
                        Chiriboga Road 
 Streak-headed Woodcreeper (Lepidocolaptes souleyetii)—Only 2 were seen at Río  
                        Palenque 
   Red-billed Scythebill (Campylorhamphus trochilirostris)—2 were seen well at Tinalandia;  
                        another 1 was seen at Río Palenque 
            
TYPICAL ANTBIRDS: THAMNOPHILIDAE 
 Western Slaty-Antshrike (Thamnophilus atrinucha)—Heard only at Tinalandia; 3 were seen  
                        well at Río Palenque  
   Dot-winged Antwren (Microrhopias quixensis)—1 was seen well at Río Palenque 
 White-backed Fire-eye (Pyriglena leuconota)—Heard only in  forest understory at  
                        Río Palenque 
 Chestnut-backed Antbird (Myrmecisa exsul)—Heard  only at Tinalandia and Río Palenque 
 
ANTPITTAS: GRALLARIIDAE 
   Tawny Antpitta (Grallaria quitensis)—Heard only along the upper Chiriboga Road 
   Chestnut-crowned Antpitta (Grallaria ruficapilla)—Heard only along the Chiriboga Road 
   Rufous Antpitta (Grallaria rufula)—Heard only along the upper Chiriboga Road 
 
 



TAPACULOS: RHINOCRYPTIDAE 
   Ocellated Tapaculo (Acropternis orthonyx)—Heard only along the upper Chiriboga Road 
   Spillmann’s Tapaculo (Scytalopus spillmanni)—Heard ony along the upper Chiriboga Road 
   Blackish Tapaculo (Scytalopus latrans)—Heard only along the upper Chiriboga Road  
 
TYRANT FLYCATCHERS: TYRANNIDAE 
   Brown-capped Tyrannulet (Ornithion brunneicapillus)—1 was seen reacting to a Pacific  
                       Pygmy-Owl call imitation at Río Palenque 
   Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet (Camptostoma obsoletum)—Generally, a fairly common    
                        and widespread species, but only 1 was seen at Rio Palenque this trip 
   White-tailed Tyrannulet (Mecocerculus poecilicercus)—2 were seen with a mixed foraging  
                        flock along the Chiriboga Road 
   Agile Tit-Tyrant  (Anairetes agilis)—3 were seen with a small mixed species foraging flock  
                         along the upper Chiriboga Road 
   Greenish Elaenia (Myiopagis viridicata)—2 were seen at Río Palenque 
   Streak-necked Flycatcher (Mionectes striaticollis)—1 was seen along the lower Chiriboga  
                         Road 
   Olive-striped Flycatcher (Mionectes olivaceus)—(Mionectes olivaceus)—1 was seen at  
                         Tinalandia on our last morning 
   Slaty-capped Flycatcher (Leptopogon striaticollis)—A pair was seen at Tinalandia on our  
                         last morning  
 Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant (Pogonotriccus ophthalmicus)—2 were seen  with a mixed  
                         foraging flock at Río Palenque  
  Sooty-headed Tyrannulet (Phyllomyias griseiceps)—At least 2 of this vocal, but  
  inconspicuous species were seen at Río Palenque; others heard at Tinalandia 
  Ashy-headed Tyrannulet (Phyllomyias cinereiceps)—2 were seen along the lower Chiriboga  
                         Road, above the bridge on our last morning 
  Golden-faced Tyrannulet (Zimmerius chrysops)—3 or so (in all) were seen at Tinalandia and  
                         Río Palenque 
  Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant (Lophotriccus pileatus)—Heard often; 2 were seen pretty well  
                         at Río Palenque 
  Common Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum cinereum)—Heard only at Tinalandia 
  Cinnamon Flycatcher (Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus)—1 was seen well along the Chiriboga  
                         Road 
  Smoke-colored Pewee (Contopus fumigatus)—At least 3 were seen along the Chiriboga  
                         Road 
  Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus)—Several of this boreal migrant were  
                         seen and heard at Tinalandia and Río Palenque  
 Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax virescens)—2 were seen ahd heard at Río Palenque;  
                         others heard only at Tinalandia  
 Black Phoebe (Sayornis nigricans)—Quite common near rivers along the Chiriboga Road— 
                         seen on our first and last days 
   Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus)—1 beautiful male was seen at Río Palenque 
  Masked Water-Tyrant (Fluvicola nengeta)—A regular at Tinalandia (great looks, especially  
                         at the lily pond 
   Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant (Myiotheretes striaticollis)—1 was seen flying abut rather  
                         distantly along the upper Chiriboga Road 
 Dusky-capped Flycatcher (Myarchus tuberculifer)—Only 1 was seen at Río Palenque 
  



   Boat-billed Flycatcher (Megarynchus pitangua)—Several were seen at Tinalandia (daily)  
                       and Río Palenque    
 Rusty-margined Flycatcher (Myiozetete cayanensis)—Common generally; a few were seen  
                       daily both  at Tinalandia and Río Palenque 
 Social Flycatcher (Myiozetete similis)—1 was seen at Tinalandia on 11/11 
 Streaked Fkycatcher (Myiodynastes maculatus)—At least 3 were seen at Río Palenque 
 Piratic Flycatcher (Legatus leucophaius)—Heard only at Río Palenque    
   Snowy Throated Kingbird (Tyrannus niveigularis)—1 was seen well at Tinalandia; then  
                        another beauty was seen at Río Palenque; this a Tumbesian bioregional  
                        endemic                   
 Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus)—A commonly seen species, seen on all days 
 
COTINGAS: COTINGIDAE 
   Red-crested Cotinga (Ampelion rubrocristatus)—3 or so were seen well along the upper  
                        Chiriboga Road  
   Andean Cock-of-the-rock (Rupicola peruvianus)—Single females were seen along the 

lower Chiriboga Road on our first and last days 
   Purple-throated Fruitcrow (Querula purpurata)—3 came in to imitation of their call at Río  
                        Palenque 
 
MANAKINS: PIPRIDAE   
 White-bearded Manakin (Manacus manacus)—Displaying males were heard and 1 female  
                        was seen at Río Palenque 
 
TITYRAS & ALLIES 
  Masked Tityra (Tityra semifaciata)—A pair was seen at Tinalandia 
  Cinnamon Becard (Pachyramphus cinnamomeus)—Only singles were seen at both  
                        Tinalandia and Río Palenque 
  Black-and-white becard (Pachyramphus albogriseus)—At least 2 were seen along the  
                        Chiriboga Road 
  One-colored Becard (Platypsaris homochrous)—Quite a few seen; most common at  
                        Tinalandia where about 10 were recorded 
 
VIREOS & ALLIES: VIREONIDAE 
   Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus)—Fairly common at Tinalandia and Río Palenque 
 Lesser Greenlet (Hylophilus decurtatus)—3-4 were seen well w/ mixed flock at Río  
                         Palenque 
   Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo (Vireolanus leucotis)—Heard only, and often, often at Tinalandia 
   Rufous-browed Peppershrike ( Cyclarhis gujanensis)—1 was seen at Río Palenque (seems  
                         like the species, and especially the race virenticeps, is moving northward) 
 
GROWS & JAYS: CORVIDAE 
   Turquoise Jay (Cyanolyca turcosa)—6 or so were seen quite well along the Chiriboga Road 
  
SWALLOWS: HIRUNDINIDAE  
 Blue-and-white Swallow (Notiochelidon cyanoleuca)—The most common and widespread  
                       Swallow; fair numbers seen daily 
 Southern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis)—Fairly common in open areas  
                        in the lowlands and foothills 



   Gray-breasted Martin (Progne chalybea)—10 were seen at Río Palenque 
 
WRENS: TROGLODYTIDAE 
 Band-backed Wren (Campylorhynchus zonatus)—Noisy and conspicuous, pairs were seen  
                         at both Tinalandia and Río Palenque  
  Whiskered Wren (Pheugopedius mysticalis)—Heard only at Río Palenque 
  Plain-tailed Wren (Pheugopedius euophrys)—Heard only from  Chusquea bamboo along 

the Chiriboga Road  
 Bay Wren (Thryothorus nigricapillus)—2 were seen at Tinalandia; otherwise heard often   
 House Wren (Troglodytes aedon)—Common generally; 6 were seen at Río Palenque 
   Gray-breasted Wood-Wren (Henicorhina leucophrys)—1 was seen along the Chiriboga  
                        Road 
 Southern Nightingale-Wren (Microcerculus marginatus)—Also called Scaly-breasted Wren  
                        by some authors. Heard  only at Río Palenque and Tinalandia; 1 was finally  
                        seen at Tinalandia on our last morning 
 
DIPPERS: CINCLIDAE 
 White-capped Dipper  (Cinclus leucocephalus)—3 in all were seen on our first and last    
                         days along the lower Chiriboga Road  
 
GNATCATCHERS & ALLIES: POLIOPTILIDAE     
 Tawny-faced Gnatwren (Microbates cinereiventris)—Heard only along upper forest trail at ‘        
                        Tinalandia  
   Long-billed Gnatwren (Ramphocaenus melanurus)—Several were heard, and 1 was  
                         seen fairly well (in viney subcanopy tangles) at Río Palenque 
   Tropical Gnatcatcher (Polioptila plumbea)—2 were seen at Río Palenque 
 
THRUSHES & ALLIES: TURDIDAE 
 Swainson’s Thrush (Catharus ustulatus)—Only singles were seen at both Río Palenque 

and Tinalandia 
 Great Thrush (Turdus fuscater)—A common highland species (seen on our first and last   
                        days) 
   Glossy-black Thrush (Turdus serranus)—Heard only along the Chiriboga Road  
 Ecuadorian Thrush (Turdus maculirostris)—Also lumped with Spectacled Thrush (T.  
                        nudigenis) by some authors. Common throughout on this trip; best seen at  
                        Tinalandia fruit feeders (a Tumbesian endemic species)  
 
NEW WORLD WARBLERS: PARULIDAE 
 Tropical Parula (Parula pitiayumi)—Only 3 seen; at Tinalandia and along the lower  
                        Chiriboga Road on our last morning 
 Black-lored Yellowthroat (Geothypis auricularis)—Also called Masked Yellowthroat (G.  
                        aequinoctialis) by some authors. 2 were seen at Río Palenque as they reacted  
                         to a Pacific Pygmy-Owl imitation 
 Slate-throated Whitestart (Myioborus miniatus)—A rather common mixed flock participant at  
  lower elevations; though only seen only on our first two days                  
 Gray-and-gold Warbler  (Basileuterus fraseri)—1was seen after some work in thick  
                        understory at Río Palenque; also heard there. A Tumbesian endemic species 
 Chocó Warbler (Basileuterus chlorophrys)—Also has been lumped with Golden-bellied  
                        Warbler (B. chrysogaster) by some authors (voice is totally different among  



                        other things). This Chocó endemic was heard only at Tinalandia on our last  
                        morning 
   Black-crested Warbler (Basileuterus nigrocristatus)—1 was seen, others heard, along the  
                        upper Chiriboga Road  
 Three-striped Warbler (Basileuterus tristriatus)—1 was seen along the lower Chiriboga  
                       Road on our last morning  
 Buff-rumped Warbler (Basileuterus fulvicauda)—1 was seen well at Tinalandia on our last  
                       morning; a cute little bird with characteristic tail wag and distinctive song  
 
BANANAQUIT: COEREBIDAE 
   Bananaquit (Coereba flaveola)—Small number (2-5) were seen at both Tinalandia and Río  
                       Palenque 
 
TANAGERS & ALLIES: THRAUPIDAE  
  Superciliiaried Hemispingus (Hemispingus superciliaris)—At least 1 or so were seen along  
                        the upper Chiriboga Road 
  Guira Tanager (Hemithraupis guira)—At least 4 were seen at Río Palenque; another 1 was  
                        observed along the lower Chiriboga Road, above the bridge, on our last  
                        morning 
  Dusky-faced Tanager (Mitrospingus cassinii)—Quite a few seen; best at Tinalandia fruit  
                        feeders, also 3 were seen quite well at Río Palenque 
  White-shouldered Tanager (Tachyphonus luctuosus)—Family groups were seen at  
                        Tinalandia and Río Palenque 
  White-lined Tanager (Tachyphonus rufus)—1 male was seen at Tinalandia 
  Lemon-rumped Tanager (Ramphocelus icteronotus)—Also called Flame-rumped Tanager  
                        (R. flammigerus) when lumped with that species. Among the most common  
                        tanagers at lower elevations – seen on all days; males are very flashy!  
   Blue-gray Tanager (Thraupis episcopus)—Very common at lower elevations 
   Blue-capped Tanager (Thraupis cyanocephala)—At least 2 were seen along the Chiriboga  
                        Road 
 Palm Tanager (Thraupis palmarum)—Common at lower elevations  
   Hooded Mountain-Tanager (Buthraupis montana)—2 or so were seen well along the upper  
                        Chiriboga Road 
   Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanager  (Anisognathus igniventris)—A spectacular 10 were  
                        seen, mostly feeding on berried along the upper Chiriboga Road (on the road!) 
   Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager (Anisognathus sompuosus)—At least 3 of this, yet another,  
                        beautiful mountain-tanager along the Chiriboga Road 
 Golden Tanager (Tangara arthus)—Singles were seen along the lower Chiriboga Road on  
                        our first and last days 
 Silver-throated Tanager (Tangara icterocephala)—2 or so were seen along the  lower  
                        Chiriboga Road, above the bridge 
   Flame-faced Tanager (Tangara parzudakii)—3 or so were seen along the Chiriboga Road 
 Bay-headed Tanager (Tangara gyrola)—Between 1-2 or so were seen daily at both  
                        Tinalandia and Río Palenque 
   Metallic-green Tanager  (Tangara labradorides)—2 were seen beautifully along the  
                        Chiriboga Road 
 Blue-necked Tanager (Tangara cyanicollis)—This fairly common and stunning lowland  
                         species was seen well at Tinalandia and at Río Palenque 
  



   Beryl-spangled Tanager (Tangara larvata)—2 were seen with a mixed species foraging  
                         flock along the Chiriboga Road 
 Yellow-tufted Dacnis  (Dacnis egregia)—Also sometimes lumped with Black-faced Dacnis  
                        (D. lineata) by some authors. At least 2 of this stunning Chocó endemic  
                        species were seen well at Río Palenque; another  stunning male was then  
                        seen at Tinalandia on our last morning   
   Green Honeycreeper  (Chlorophanes spiza)—Exceptional looks at this fairly common  
                         But stunning species at both Tinalandia and Río Palenque; best at Tinalandia  
                         fruit feeders 
   Swallow Tanager (Tersina viridis)—1 female was seen at Río Palenque 
   Buff-throated Saltator (Saltator maximus)—Fairly common at both Tinalandia and Río  
                         Palenque  
   Slate-colored Grosbeak (Saltator grossus)—3 were seen well at Río Palenque; this species  
                         is now considered a saltator 
   Black-winged Saltator  (Saltator atripennis)—Several were seen (6 or so) at Tinalandia on  
                         our day and a half of birding there 
 
BUNTINGS, SPARROWS & ALLIES: EMBERIZIDAE  
 Blue-black Grassquit (Volatinia jacarina)—1-2 were seen at Río Palenque; seemingly  
                        absent from Tinalandia this trip 
 Variable Seedeater (Sporophila corvina)—Only 2 were seen at Tinalandia  
   Yellow-bellied Seedeater (Sporophila nigricollis)—10-12 were seen at Tinalandia; another 2  
                        were found at Río Palenque 
 White-sided Flowerpiercer (Diglossa albilatera)—At least 1 was seen along the lower  
                        Chiriboga Road  
   Glossy Flowerpiecer (Diglossa lafresnayii)—2 were seen quite well along the upper  
                        Chiriboga Road 
   Black Flowerpiercer (Diglossa humralis)—3 were seen along the upper Chiriboga Road 
   Masked Flowerpiercer (Diglossa cyaneus)—A dozen or so were seen along the Chiriboga  
                        Road 
   Crimson-breasted Finch (Rhodospingus cruentus—A pair came in in response to an  
                        imitation Pacific Pygmy-Owl call at Río Palenque 
 Orange-billed Sparrow  (Arremon aurantiirostris)—Fine looks at 3 birds near Tinalandia  
                        fruit feeders, etc.; also 1 was seen well at Río Palenque 
 Rufous-collared Sparrow (Zonotrichia capensis)—Common highland species throughout the  
  Andes 
   Dusky Bush-Tanager (Chlorospingus semifuscus)—2-3 were seen along the Chiriboga  
                        Road 
   Yellow-throated Bush-Tanager (Chlorospingus flavigularis)—6 or so were seen above the  
                        Chiriboga Road bridge on our last morning 
   Ashy-throated Bush-Tanager (Chlorospingus canigularis)—At least a pair was seen above  
                        the Chiriboga Road bridge 
 
CARDINALS & ALLIES: CARDINALIDAE 
  Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra)—3 were seen at Tinalandia and 1 (a bright male) at Río  
                        Palenque   
 Blue-black Grosbeak (Cyanocompsa cyanoides)—Heard only at Río Palenque 
 
 



TROUPIALS & ALLIES: ICTERIDAE  
 Scrub Blackbird (Dives warszewiczi)—Only a few were seen this time, 2 or so at  
                       Tinalandia and another at Río Palenque 
 Yellow-tailed Oriole (Icterus mesomelus)—2 were seen at Tinalandia and another at Río  
                       Palenque 
  Scarlet-rumped Cacique (Cacicus uropygialis)—At least 2 were seen at Tinalandia; heard  
                       only at Río Palenque 
 
SISKINS,CROSSBILLS & ALLIES: FRINGILLIDAE 
  Orange-crowned Euphonia (Euphonia saturata)—At least 3 were seen at Tinalandia 
  Thick-billed Euphonia (Euphonia laniirostris)—Common; Several seen daily, at Tinalandia  
                       and Río Palenque 
  Orange-bellied Euphonia (Euphonia xanthogaster)—3 or so were seen along the lower  
                       Chiriboga Road on our first day; several more  seen at Tinalandia on our day  
                       and a half there 
  Hooded Siskin (Spinus magellanicus)—A group of 8 was seen along the upper Chiriboga  
                       Road 
  Yellow-bellied Siskin (Spinus xanthogastrus)—A female was seen brifly at Tinalandia 
 
OLD WORLD SPARROWS: PASSERIDAE 
  House Sparrow (Passer domesticus)—At least 2 were seen at toll gate en route to Río  
                      Palenque 
 
 
MAMMAL LIST 
 
SQUIRRELS: SCIURIDAE 
 Neotropical Red-tailed Squirrel (Sciurus granatensis)—Our only mammal this trip! A few  
                       were seen along the Chiriboga Road, at Tinalandia and Río Palenque 
 
REPTILES 
   
ANOLES: POLYCHROTIDAE 
   Anolis sp.—a few individuals (apparently different lizard species) were seen at  
                     Tinalandia (and RíoPalenque?); 1 was all green with a cream-colored dewlap 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


