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GRAND AUSTRALIA  

PART II: QUEENSLAND, VICTORIA  

& PLAINS-WANDERER  

 

October 15-November 1, 2011 

 

We commenced our tour in Brisbane, joining forces with seven new 

participants, with three carrying over from Part I of our Grand Australia 

tour. Our first stop was the Daisy Hill Reserve, which failed to produce the 

hoped for koala (the locals commenting on their decline at this location), 

yet it came through with great views of red-necked wallabies, Pale-headed 

Rosella, Laughing Kookaburra, and Sacred Kingfisher. For those participants 

experiencing their first day of birding in Australia, it must have felt as if 

their heads were spinning with overload—and conditions were set to 

worsen as the day progressed! 

 

Catching up with my mate Duncan from O’Reilly’s Guesthouse, we enjoyed 

a full day of birding in the Kerry Valley. New birds came thick and fast all 

day with the day’s list exceeding 100 species. Major highlights included 

Plumed Whistling-Duck, Latham’s Snipe, Tawny Frogmouth, Southern 

Boobook, Speckled Warbler, Gray-crowned Babbler, and Black-chinned 

Honeyeater to mention a few, while the superb views of pretty-faced 

wallabies in the late afternoon topped our list of mammals. 

 

The following day we began our rainforest birding. The birding was 

exceptional here, as Regent Bowerbird, Eastern Whipbird, and Australian 

Logrunner could be observed at unbelievably close quarters. It was difficult 

not to have Australian King-Parrots or Crimson Rosellas land on us. Beyond 

these more cooperative species, we still had our work cut out for us as we 

tried to locate some of the more elusive species. We enjoyed views of 

Australian Owlet-Nightjar, Rose Robin, Noisy Pitta, Paradise Riflebird, Red-

browed Treecreeper, Bell Miner, and Bassian and Russet-tailed thrushes. A 

major highlight was a superb koala, and an outstanding view of a dingo pup 

rated highly. 

 

Winging our way to the tropical north, we spent our first night at Cairns. It 

had been a very wet week in Cairns (close to 11 inches of rain were 



recorded the day before we arrived) and conditions appeared gloomy. Not 

to be put off, we were soon enjoying the shorebirds on the Cairns 

Esplanade with wonderful views of Red-capped Plover, Greater and Lesser 

sand-plovers, Far Eastern Curlew, Great Knot, and Terek Sandpiper. Moving 

to Centenary Lakes we had excellent encounters with Radjah Shelduck, 

Black Butcherbird, and at the nearby cemetery, angelic-looking Bush Stone-

Curlews. 

 

We enjoyed great food, accommodations, and birds during our wonderful 

three-night stay at Kingfisher Park. Our first afternoon was spent exploring 

the orchard as we familiarized ourselves with a diverse array of more 

common birds ranging from Pale-yellow Robin, Spectacled Monarch, and 

Emerald Dove, while a pair of Papuan Frogmouths and Eastern Barn Owls 

were well appreciated. A platypus and a great view of a Lesser Sooty Owl 

were truly superb. 

 

A morning boat trip on the Daintree River was highlighted by two Black 

Bitterns, loads of Shining Flycatchers, and a small flock of Topknot Pigeons. 

Exploration of sites nearby produced a great pair of Lovely Fairywrens 

closely followed by walkaway scope views of Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove, 

nesting Collared Kingfishers, and the bizarre-looking Beach Stone-Curlew. 

We spent the afternoon exploring the dry western side of the Great 

Dividing Range. Australian Bustard, Brown Treecreeper, and Apostlebird 

performed well, and after a lengthy search we had good views of the 

elusive Black-throated Finch. 

 

We enjoyed a great morning of birding near the summit of Mount Lewis, 

with fine views of Yellow-breasted Boatbill, Mountain Thornbill, Atherton 

Scrubwren, Tooth-billed Bowerbird at the bower, Bridled Honeyeater, 

Fernwren, and Chowchilla. A male and two female Golden Bowerbirds put 

in appearances, while the leader was lucky to see a rusty antechinus—a 

small insectivorous marsupial. That afternoon, in quick succession, we had 

repeat scope views of the glamorous Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher, 

Wompoo Fruit-Dove, Fairy Gerygone, and Pied Monarch. 

 

Then we were off to Cassowary House for breakfast, making a final and 

successful attempt to see Squatter Pigeon, which had been holding out on 



us. We need not have rushed, as the Cassowary was taking industrial action 

this morning and afternoon, and we were staring down the barrel of a big 

dip despite our lengthy and very patient vigil. Exploring further afield, we 

had a responsive Red-necked Crake, flocks of Sarus Cranes, scope views of 

Channel-billed Cuckoo, cracking Dollarbird, and a display flying Pacific Baza 

amongst a host of interesting birds. Mareeba rock wallaby and musky rat 

kangaroo vied for mammal of the day status. 

 

Our day on the Great Barrier Reef was a very fortuitous event as the swell 

had dropped right off and a beautiful day ensued. After exploring the 

accessible area on Michaelmas Cay with its thousands of Sooty Terns and 

Common Noddies, we were lucky to be able to circumnavigate the island. 

This turned up a major bonus with a first winter Roseate Tern, a bunch of 

loafing Great Frigatebirds, three Red-footed Boobies, and several Bridled 

and Black-naped terns. The snorkeling was terrific with a myriad of colorful 

reef fish and a green turtle. 

 

We enjoyed a great deal of luck on our last morning in Cairns. We arranged 

to be back up on the Black Mountain Road so that Sue could phone through 

if the Cassowary was making an appearance. The call never came from Sue, 

but was replaced by Julie with an, “Oh my God there is a Cassowary on the 

road!” She was right! This was followed by walkaway views of White-eared 

Monarch, Yellow-eyed Cuckoo-shrike, and briefer encounters with Noisy 

Pitta and Gray Goshawk. 

 

Arriving in Melbourne, we made our way to Deniliquin. Our visit coincided 

with beautiful spring days, mild temperatures, and abundant sunshine. 

Now it was time for a really huge day as we kicked off proceedings with 

good friend Phil Maher. 

 

Megabirds came fast and furious all day with highlights of the morning 

session including Superb Parrot, Budgerigar, Gilbert’s Whistler, and 

Diamond Firetail. After lunch we birded to the north of town. Ephemeral 

wetlands that had been dry for more than two decades were bursting with 

birds. We observed scores of Baillon’s and Australian Spotted crakes, while 

a skulky Spotless Crake completed the trifecta. We enjoyed a great view of 

the rarely seen water rat, while an eastern brown snake (the world’s 



second most venomous snake) was appreciated from a healthy distance. 

Black Falcons put on a dazzling display and Emu was finally on the list. 

There was more to come when we had great views of one of Australia’s 

rarest birds, the recently split Australian Painted Snipe, followed by a dozen 

Freckled Ducks. 

 

At night we commenced our search for the Plains-wanderer, finding two 

males. We also had great views of Inland Dotterel, Stubble Quail, Little 

Buttonquail, 20 Barn Owls, Tawny Frogmouth, and for some folks, the 

delicate carnivorous marsupial known as the fat-tailed dunnart. One of the 

great birding days in the world! 

 

We had an amazing run in Hattah Lakes with our good weather continuing 

and our karma beginning to shine. Spectacular Regent Parrots were in good 

form, as were the electrifying Splendid Fairywrens, while a pair of Major 

Mitchell’s Cockatoos were watched feeding on the ground from a distance 

of a few meters. Other great birds that performed well at Hattah this year 

included Australian Hobby, Mallee Emuwren, Chestnut Quail-thrush, 

Chestnut-crowned Babbler, and Black Honeyeater. 

 

Our final birding stop was the Little Desert National Park. There were lots of 

great birds here, with pride of place going to the Malleefowl, Yellow-tailed 

Black Cockatoo, Purple-gaped Honeyeater, Southern Scrub-Robin, and the 

rare (and this year remarkably easy) Slender-billed Thornbill. We finished 

our trip with 361 species of birds—an excellent result—virtually half of the 

birds of Australia in two weeks. 

 

Sadly our tour was over, but it was a very special group and I would like to 

thank all of the participants for the good laughs and special moments we 

enjoyed in the field. I look forward to traveling with you again in the future. 

 

Dion Hobcroft  

 

 

 

 

 



ITINERARY 

 

18 October: Brisbane to the Kerry Valley and then O’Reillys  

19 October: O’Reillys 

20 October: O’Reillys till 1000 then drive to Brisbane and fly to Cairns.  

21 October: Cairns to Centenary Lakes and then Kingfisher Park via 

Mareeba Wetlands.  

22 October: AM Mount Lewis. PM Julatten State Forest 

23 October: AM Daintree River PM Mount Carbine and Hurricane.  

24 October: AM Cassowary House PM Atherton Tablelands  

25 October: Great Barrier Reef trip to Michaelmas Cay 

26 October: AM Kuranda then fly Cairns to Melbourne and then drive to 

Deniliquin. 

27 October: Full day birding Deniliquin  

28 October: Deniliquin to Ouyen birding Hattah Lakes 

29 October: AM Hattah Lakes PM Lake Tyrell  

30 October: AM Hattah Lakes then drive Ouyen to Little Desert via 

Hopetoun.  

31 October: AM Little Desert then drive to Melbourne. 

1 November: Tour concludes Melbourne. Some folks continue onto 

Tasmania. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

KEY 

Little Desert National Park=LDNP 

Hattah Lakes National Park=HLNP 

Deniliquin = Deni 

O’Reillys=OR including Duck Creek Road and Kerry Valley 

Kingfisher Park=KP 

Mt. Lewis=ML 

Mt. Molloy=MM 

Daintree River=DR 

Cairns Esplanade=CE 

Centenary Lakes=CL 

Mareeba Wetlands=MW 

Cassowary House, Kuranda=CH 

Michaelmas Cay=MC 

FNQ=Far North Queensland 

*= introduced 

E=Endemic 

 

 

Systematics and Taxonomy of Australian Birds by Les Christidis and Walter 

E. Boles CSIRO Publishing (2008) is regularly referred to in the list for the 

many taxonomic changes that have occurred in Australian birds since their 

last publication in 1994. It summarises all recently published genetic and 

morphological research that have affected Australian birds. 

 

 



 
 

Eastern Yellow Robin at O’Reillys 

Photo: Bill Clark 

 

 

 

BIRDLIST 

 

Emu Dromaius novaehollandiae: E (12) Deni, (1) near Moulamein and 

(2) HLNP. 

 

Southern Cassowary Casuarius casuarius: (1) Black Mountain Road, 

Kuranda on 26 Oct. Always an amazing experience. 

 

Magpie Goose Anseranas semipalmatus:  (2-100) observed on three 

days in FNQ.  

 

Plumed Whistling Duck Dendrocygna eytonii: E (5) OR on 18 Oct.  

Wandering Whistling Duck Dendrocygna arcuata: (10) MW on 21 Oct. 

Black Swan Cygnus atratus: E (10) MW was amazingly our only sighting. 

Radjah Shelduck Tadorna radjah: (1) at CL with (30) near DR. 



Green Pygmy-Goose Nettapus pulchellus: (10) at MW on 21 Oct. 

Maned Duck Chenonetta jubata: Recorded on three days with max. (50) 

on 18 Oct at OR.   

Australian Grey Teal Anas gracilis: (2-100) recorded on three days. 

Pacific Black Duck Anas superciliosa: Recorded on seven days with max. 

(20) on 22 Oct. 

Australasian Shoveler Anas clypeata: (1) Deni. 

Pink-eared Duck Malacorhynchus membranaceus: E (50) Deni. 

Hardhead Aythya australis: (20-200) recorded on three days with high 

count at Deni.  

 

Australian Brush Turkey Alectura lathami: E OR (4-10) daily, KP (2-5) 

daily plus also seen at Cassowary House and DR. 

Malleefowl Leipoa ocellata: E (2) in LDNP in fox proof sanctuary on 31 

Oct.  

Orange-footed Scrubfowl Megapodius reinwardt: (1-3) daily at KP and 

elsewhere in Far North Queensland. 

 

Stubble Quail Coturnix pectoralis: E (10) Deni on 27 Oct seen at night 

very well in spotlight.  

Brown Quail Coturnix ypsilophora: (5-6) seen very well on 18-19 Oct at 

OR. 

 

Australasian Grebe Tachybaptus novaehollandiae: Recorded on five 

days with max. (10) at OR. 

Hoary-headed Grebe Poliocephalus poliocephalus: E (20) Deni on 27 

Oct. 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus: (1-5) on 28 and 30 Oct at HLNP. 

 

Greater Frigatebird Fregata minor: (2) females at MC. 

 

Red-footed Booby Sula sula: (3) at MC were roosting on one of the glass 

bottom boats. 

Brown Booby Sula leucogaster: (10) MC gave repeat great views 

including some very fluffy chicks. 

 



Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatus: (5-10) recorded on five 

days.  

 

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo: (1-10) recorded on five dates 

with max. at HLNP. 

Little Black Cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris: Recorded on three 

days with max. (20) at MW. 

Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax varius: (2) on 28 Oct at HLNP was a rare 

inland sighting in Victoria.  

Little Pied Cormorant Microcarbo melanoleucos:  Recorded on seven 

days with max. (6). 

 

Australasian Darter Anhinga novaehollandiae: Recorded on five days 

with max. (5) at OR. 

 

Black Bittern Ixobrychus flavicollis: (2) DR on 22 Oct including an 

excellent perched view. 

White-necked Heron Ardea pacifica: E Recorded on eight days with (10) 

on 28 Oct the high count. 

(Eastern) Great Egret Ardea alba modesta: (1-10) recorded on seven 

days. 

Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia: (1-10) recorded on three days 

with high count at OR. 

Cattle Egret Ardea ibis: Recorded on five days with max. (100). This is 

the eastern subspecies coromandus sometimes given full species status 

as Eastern Cattle Egret. 

White-faced Heron Egretta novaehollandiae: (1-2) recorded on four 

days. 

Pacific Reef Egret Egretta sacra: (2) one white morph at MC and one 

dark morph at Cairns. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta: Recorded on three days with max. (5) on 

20 Oct. 

Striated Heron Butorides striatus: (1-4) seen on three days with high 

count on 21 Oct. Amazing view of one leaping into the water, spearing a 

large fish and struggling back up to a tree on DR on 22 Oct. 

Nankeen Night-Heron Nycticorax caledonicus: (1) on 22 Oct. 

 



Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus: (3-100) recorded on four days with high 

count at Deni. 

Australian White Ibis Threskiornis molucca: Recorded on seven days 

with max. (50) on 18 Oct. 

Straw-necked Ibis Threskiornis spinicollis: Recorded on seven days with 

max. (100) on 28 Oct.   

Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia: Recorded on six days with max. (5) on 18 

Oct at OR. 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill Platalea flavipes: E (5) Deni and (1) near 

Natimuk on 31 Oct.  

 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus:  (1) on 21 Oct at CL.  

 

Pacific Baza Aviceda subcristata: Single seen in display flight on 24 Oct 

near Mareeba. 

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus axillaris: E (1-20) seen on four days with 

high count at Deni.  

Black Kite Milvus migrans: (2-10) recorded on six days with max. on 21 

Oct. 

Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus: (1-5) recorded on five days. 

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus: (1-2) seen well on three days in FNQ. 

White-bellied Sea-eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster: (2) on 18 Oct at OR 

showed well. 

Swamp Harrier Circus approximans: (4) Deni. 

Spotted Harrier Circus assimilis: E (1) Deni.  

Grey Goshawk Accipiter novaehollandiae: Singles seen on three days in 

Qld with best views at CH on 26 Oct. 

Brown Goshawk Accipiter fasciatus: Singles seen on two days with best 

views of a female at LDNP on 31 Oct. 

Collared Sparrowhawk A. cirrhocephalus: (1) perched at MM on 23 Oct 

gave a great view with one seen in flight on 18 Oct at OR.   

Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax: (1-6) recorded on seven days with 

max. on 28 Oct.  

Little Eagle Hieraaetus morphnoides: E (2) in HLNP on 29 Oct gave a 

great view with (1) LDNP on 30 Oct having a fight with a Brown Falcon. 

 

Nankeen Kestrel Falco cenchroides: (1-10) recorded on nine days. 



Brown Falcon Falco berigora: Recorded on eight days with max. (4) at 

Deni. 

Black Falcon Falco subniger: E (3) gave repeat excellent flight views as 

they hunted over a paddock north of Deni. Always a good bird to see as 

naturally scarce. 

 

Red-necked Crake Rallina tricolor: (1) responded to playback and made 

at least four typically brief skulky appearances near CH on 24 Oct. 

Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus philippensis: (1-5) gave great views in FNQ 

on four dates.  

Baillon’s Crake Porzana pusilla: (4) plus near Deni 27 Oct. 

Australian Spotted Crake Porzana fluminea: E (20) Deni. 

Spotless Crake Porzana tabuensis: (1) Deni showed well a few times in 

response to playback but typically skulky. 

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio: Recorded on three days with 

max. (30) at OR. 

Dusky Moorhen Gallinula tenebrosa: (20) OR and (1) on 28 Oct at HLNP. 

Black-tailed Native-hen Gallinula ventralis: E (50-300) on four days at 

Deni and HLNP. An irruption year for this curious colourful gallinule 

following epic rains last year. 

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra: Recorded on two days with max. (10) Deni. 

 

Australian Bustard Ardeotis australis: (2) on drive into MW on 21 Oct 

and (1) Hurricane Station on 22 Oct gave amazing views. 

 

Sarus Crane Grus antigone:  (50) on 24 Oct near Tolga gave some great 

scope views. 

 

Bush Stone-curlew Burhinus grallarius: (3) observed on 21 Oct at Cairns 

Cemetery. 

Beach Stone-curlew Esacus magnirostris: (1) at Newell’s Beach on 22 

Oct with Bob finding (2) on CE whilst he was absconding from the MC 

trip! 

 

Banded Lapwing Vanellus tricolor: E (4) Deni on 27 Oct. 

Masked Lapwing Vanellus miles: Recorded on ten days. 

Red-kneed Dotterel Erythrogonys cinctus: E (10) Deni on 27 Oct.  



Red-capped Plover Charadrius ruficapillus: E (1) CE on 21 Oct. 

Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus: (4) seen on 21 Oct at CE. 

Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii: (1) CE on 21 Oct gave 

great comparison with the preceding species. 

Black-fronted Dotterel Elseyornis melanops: (5) OR and (1) on 22 Oct. 

Inland Dotterel Peltohyas australis: E (3) found at night at Deni giving 

amazing views.  

 

Pied Stilt Himantopus leucocephalus: (4) OR and (2) on 22 Oct. 

 

Comb-crested Jacana Irediparra gallinacea: (4) OR and (4) MW on 21 

Oct. 

 

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus: (4) CE on 21 Oct.  

Grey-tailed Tattler Tringa brevipes: (10) CE on 21 Oct. 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia: (3) CE on 21 Oct. 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus:  (1-4) CE on two visits with birds seen of 

the Siberian breeding subspecies variegatus. 

Far Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis: (4-6) CE on two visits. 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa: (1-20) seen CE on our two visits 

here. These birds are of the eastern breeding population melanuroides 

sometimes considered a separate species. 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica: (10-50) on both visits to CE.  

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres: (2) MC 

Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris: (20-50) on both visits to CE. 

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis: (40) CE on 21 Oct.  

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata: (2) OR and (4-6) CE on two 

visits here. 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea: (2) CE on 21 Oct. 

Latham’s Snipe Gallinago hardwickii: (4) OR on 18 Oct. 

 

Little Button-quail Turnix velox: E (1) seen at night at Deni on 27 Oct. 

 

Plains-wanderer Pedionomus torquatus: E (2 males) seen at night at 

Deni on 27 Oct.  

 



Silver Gull Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae: Recorded on five days 

with max. (50) at MC. 

Common Noddy Anous stolidus: (1000) MC 

Black Noddy Anous minutus: (2) MC roosting on a glass bottom boat. 

Bridled Tern Onychoprion anaethetus: (10) MC 

Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscata: (1000) MC 

Little Tern Sternula albifrons: (10-20) CE 

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica: (1-30) CE and (10) Moulamein on 

28 Oct-all of the Australian breeding subspecies macrotarsa. 

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia: (1) CE on 21 Oct and (6) Moulamein 

on 28 Oct. 

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida: (50) on both 27-28 Oct; many in 

breeding plumage. 

Lesser Crested Tern Thalasseus bengalensis: (200) MC  

Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii: (2-50) seen on three days with high 

count at MC. 

Black-naped Tern Sterna sumatrana: (10) MC 

Roseate Tern Sterna dougalii: (1) MC; first winter plumage. 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo: (40) MC of East Asian subspecies 

longipennis.  

 

*Rock Pigeon Columba livia: Recorded on eight days with max.  (50) in 

Ouyen. 

*Spotted Turtle-Dove Streptopelia chinensis: (2-4) recorded on three 

days with max. Cairns on 21 Oct. 

Brown Cuckoo-dove Macropygia phasianella: E (2) showed very well at 

ML with (3) near CH on 26 Oct. 

Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica:  (2-5) KP daily and also at CH on 26 

Oct.  

Common Bronzewing Phaps chalcoptera: E (1-4) recorded on six days 

with max. HLNP. 

Crested Pigeon Ocyphaps lophotes: E Recorded on eight days with max. 

(20) on at least three dates. 

Squatter Pigeon Geophaps scripta: E (6) found in the early morning at 

MM on 24 Oct; third time lucky.  

Peaceful Dove Geopelia striata: Recorded on nine days with max. (20) 

on 22-24 Oct. Also recorded at LDNP.  



Bar-shouldered Dove Geopelia humeralis: Recorded on six days with 

max. (10) on 22-24 Oct. 

Wonga Pigeon Leucosarcia melanoleuca: E (1-2) on 19-20 Oct at OR 

gave great views. 

Wompoo Fruit-dove Ptilinopus magnificus: (1) at JSF on 23 Oct gave 

great scope views. 

Superb Fruit-dove Ptilinopus superbus: (1) male at CH on 24 Oct and (1) 

male seen by some folks at KP were typically elusive. 

Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus regina: (1) gave a superb scope 

view at Newell’s Beach on 22 Oct. 

Torresian Imperial Pigeon Ducula spilorrhoa: Recorded on four days 

with max. (20) on 25 Oct. 

Topknot Pigeon Lopholaimus antarcticus: E (3) at DR on 22 Oct gave 

good perched views. 

 

Red-tailed Black Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus banksii: E (2) in dry 

woodlands at MM on 23 Oct and (2) seen poorly on 24 Oct near Tolga. 

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus funereus: E 

(5-9) seen on 30-31 Oct at LDNP. 

Galah Eolophus roseicapilla: E Recorded on eight days with over (100) 

on at least three dates. 

Little Corella Cacatua sanguinea: (10) HLNP on 28 and 30 Oct with (10) 

at OR on 18 Oct. 

Long-billed Corella Cacatua tenuirostris: E (100) at OR on 18 Oct with 

(10-20) on three days in Deni area and southwest Victoria.  

Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo Cacatua leadbeateri: E (2) on both 28-29 Oct 

at HLNP gave great views. 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Cacatua galerita: Recorded on thirteen days 

with max. (20) on 30 Oct. 

Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus: E (10) on 30 Oct seen very well on 

drive from Ouyen to LDNP. 

 

Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus haematodus: Recorded on nine days 

with high counts of (100) on CE. 

Scaly-breasted Lorikeet Trichoglossus chlorolepidotus: E (2-50) 

recorded on five days at OR and FNQ. 



Purple-crowned Lorikeet Glossopsitta porphyrocephala: E (1) seen in 

flight leader only at Natimuk on 31 Oct. 

Musk Lorikeet Glossopsitta concinna: E (3-10) seen well in flowering 

Eucalypts in Nhill on 30-31 Oct. 

Double-eyed Fig-Parrot Cyclopsitta diopthalma: Recorded on seven 

days (mostly heard only) with great views of a male at CE on 25 Oct and 

near CH on 26 Oct.  

Crimson Rosella Platycercus elegans: E (10) OR daily landing on your 

head and shoulders for a snack.  

Yellow Rosella Platycercus flaveolus: E (4-10) in Redgum forests on four 

days at Deni and at HLNP. Often considered a subspecies of Crimson 

Rosella. 

Eastern Rosella Platycercus eximius: E Recorded on four days with max. 

(10) Deni. 

Pale-headed Rosella Platycercus adscitus: E (2-10) OR on 16 Oct and (2-

6) on 21-24 Oct in FNQ. 

Mallee Ringneck Barnardius zonarius barnardi: E (4-6) daily HLNP but 

typically skittish and mostly seen in flight. Split in Clements-lumped in 

Australia. 

Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius: E (4-10) daily HLNP. 

Red-rumped Parrot Psephotus haematonotus: Recorded on five days 

with max. (20) Deni. 

Blue Bonnet Northiella haematogaster: E (2-4) on three days with high 

count on 27 Oct near Deni. 

Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulatus: E (5-50) on three days with high 

count at HLNP on 29 Oct. 

Australian King-Parrot Alisterus scapularis: E (10) OR on both days 

landing on your head if necessary for close views. Red-winged Parrot 

Aprosmictus erythropterus: E (2-4) on three days in FNQ mostly at MM. 

Superb Parrot Polytelis swainsonii: E (10) Deni on 27 Oct gave fantastic 

views. 

Regent Parrot Polytelis anthopeplus: E (10-20) HLNP on 28-30 Oct 

looked fantastic.  

 

Brush Cuckoo Cacomantis variolosus: Heard only in Cairns area on 21-

22 Oct. 



Chestnut-breasted Cuckoo Cacomantis castaneiventris: (2) at a 

caterpillar infestation at JSF on 23 Oct gave great scope views. 

Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites basalis: (1-2) seen well on three 

days in Deni-Victoria.  

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites lucidus: (1) on 27 Oct at Deni. 

Little Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites minutillus: (1-2) seen well at DR and JSF 

on 22-23 Oct.  

Eastern Koel Eudynamys scolopacea: (1) female at CL on 21 Oct and (5) 

DR giving great views. 

Channel-billed Cuckoo Scythrops novaehollandiae: (1-2) seen on three 

days with best scope views near Tolga on 24 Oct. 

Pheasant Coucal Centropus phasianinus: (1-2) seen well on four days in 

FNQ. 

 

Lesser Sooty Owl Tyto multipunctata: E (1) spotlit at KP on 21 Oct was a 

major highlight. 

Barn Owl Tyto alba delicatula: (1) spotlit at dusk at KP on 19 Oct with in 

excess of (20) seen at night at Deni on 27 Oct. Split as Eastern Barn Owl 

Tyto javanica by Christidis and Boles (2008). 

 

Southern Boobook Ninox boobook: (1) seen well at night at OR on 18 

Oct and (1) found in the day at Deni on 27 Oct. 

 

Australian Owlet-nightjar Aegotheles cristatus: (1) found in the day at 

OR on 20 Oct gave a good view. 

 

Tawny Frogmouth Podargus strigoides: E (1-2) OR on both 18-19 Oct 

were seen on nests in the day with (1) found at night at Deni on 27 Oct.  

Papuan Frogmouth Podargus papuensis: (1) KP on 21 Oct and (1) on a 

nest at DR on 22 Oct. 

 

Australian Swiftlet Aerodramus terraereginae: (10-50) seen on three 

days in North Queensland. 

White-throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus: (2) seen on 21 Oct 

at MW. 

 

Azure Kingfisher Alcedo azurea: (4) seen well DR. 



Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher Tanysiptera sylvia: (1) on 23 Oct at 

KP gave repeat good views-very early returning migrants this year. 

Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguinae: E Recorded on eleven days 

with max. (4) on three dates.  

Blue-winged Kookaburra Dacelo leachii: (2-5) seen well on two days in 

FNQ with best views at CL on 21 Oct. 

Forest Kingfisher Todirhamphus macleayii: (2-4) seen on four days in 

FNQ.  

Sacred Kingfisher Todirhamphus sanctus: (2) seen well on 18 Oct at 

Daisy Hill and 27 Oct at Deni. 

Collared Kingfisher Todirhamphus chloris: (2) on 22 Oct at a nest in an 

arboreal termite mound at Newell’s Beach. 

 

Rainbow Bee-eater Merops ornatus: Seen on six days with max. (10) at 

HLNP on 28-29 Oct. 

 

Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis: Seen on four days with max. (5)  on 21 

Oct. 

 

Noisy Pitta Pitta versicolor: (1) on 19 Oct at OR with (1) on both 26 Oct 

near CH giving everyone a view. 

 

Albert’s Lyrebird Menura alberti: E Heard only this year on both 19-20 

Oct at OR-both times in steep valley sites with no chance for realistic 

access. 

 

Spotted Catbird Ailuroedus melanotis: (2) KP on 21 and 23 Oct and (2) 

CH on 24 Oct; great views. 

Green Catbird Ailuroedus crassirostris: E (2-6) OR on 19-20 Oct giving 

good views and the classic vocalisation.  

Tooth-billed Bowerbird Scenopoeetes dentirostris: E (1) ML on 23 Oct 

watched singing from display stage after a bit of patient stalking by just 

about everyone. 

Golden Bowerbird Prionodura newtoniana: E (1) male flew across the 

trail in front of us at ML and (2) females perched up quite well at the 

same location on 23 Oct. 



Regent Bowerbird Sericulus chrysocephalus: E (20) OR daily; 

sensational. 

Satin Bowerbird Ptilonorhynchus violaceus: E (20) OR daily including 

watching a male at the bower. 

 

White-throated Treecreeper Cormobates leucophaeus: E (1) responded 

to playback well at OR on 18-19 Oct; (1) of the distinctive subspecies 

minor at ML on 23 Oct.  

Red-browed Treecreeper Climacteris erythrops: E (2) gave a great view 

at OR on 19 Oct. 

Brown Treecreeper Climacteris picumnus: E Seen on three days with 

max. (10) Deni on 27 Oct and (4) of the subspecies melanota at 

Hurricane Dam on 22 Oct.  

 

Superb Fairy-wren Malurus cyaneus: E (2-10) seen on four days with 

max. (10) at OR and Deni. 

Splendid Fairy-wren Malurus splendens: E (2) including the stunning 

male at HLNP on 29 Oct. One of the great birds in the world.  

Variegated Fairy-wren Malurus lamberti: E (4) OR on 19 Oct at a nest 

with (5) Deni on 27 Oct and (4) LDNP on 31 Oct. 

Lovely Fairy-wren Malurus amabilis: E (2) on 22 Oct at DR took 

considerable patience to track down in dense vine tangles. 

White-winged Fairy-wren Malurus leucopterus: E (5) Deni on 27 Oct 

included males in breeding plumage. 

Red-backed Fairy-wren Malurus melanocephalus: E (2) OR on 19 Oct 

included a stunning male that gave a great view with (2) on both 21-22 

Oct in FNQ. 

Mallee Emu-wren Stipiturus mallee: E (1) HLNP gave some great views 

of this scarce skulker on 29-30 Oct.  

 

Eastern Spinebill Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris: E (2-4) OR on 19-20 Oct 

gave great views. 

Lewin’s Honeyeater Meliphaga lewinii: E Recorded on three days with 

max. (6) OR; also seen ML. 

Yellow-spotted Honeyeater Meliphaga notatus: E Recorded on four 

days with max. (4) KP.  

Graceful Honeyeater Meliphaga gracilis: (1-2) daily KP and CH. 



Bridled Honeyeater Lichenostomus frenatus: E (4) ML seen well, others 

heard. 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater Lichenostomus chrysops: E (1-4) seen well on 

three days in Queensland. 

Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus virescens: E (1-2) seen well on three 

days in Victoria and Deni. 

Varied Honeyeater Lichenostomus versicolor: CE (4) on 21 Oct. 

Yellow Honeyeater Lichenostomus flavus: E Best views of (4) at CL on 

21 Oct and CE on 25 Oct. 

White-eared Honeyeater Lichenostomus leucotis: E (4) LDNP on 31 Oct 

gave great views. 

Purple-gaped Honeyeater Lichenostomus cratitius: E (2) seen at LDNP 

on 31 Oct after some seriously patient birding that is often necessary 

with this shy species! 

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater Lichenostomus ornatus: E (2-20) HLNP on 

28-30 Oct. 

Fuscous Honeyeater Lichenostomus fuscus: E (4) OR on 18 Oct. 

White-plumed Honeyeater Lichenostomus penicillatus: E (2-4) seen 

well on two days in Deni-Victoria. 

Bell Miner Manorina melanophrys: E (5) OR on 19 Oct in one of their 

typically “tinking” colonies required some effort to walk into the forest 

to see due to the colony relocating from last year. 

Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephalus: E Recorded on five days, a 

common bird in disturbed habitats. 

Yellow-throated Miner Manorina flavigula: E (2) Deni on 25 Oct with 

(2-4) around Ouyen daily. 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Acanthagenys rufogularis: E (3) HLNP on 29 

Oct gave the best views.  

Red Wattlebird Anthochaera carunculata: E Recorded on five days in 

Victoria. 

Brown-backed Honeyeater Ramsayornis modestus: E (4) on two days in 

FNQ including DR and CL. 

White-fronted Chat Epthianura albifrons: E (2-10) seen on three dates 

with max. at Deni on 27 Oct. 

Black Honeyeater Sugomel nigra: E (2) gave a great view at HLNP on 29 

Oct.  

Dusky Myzomela Myzomela obscura: E (1-10) seen on four days in FNQ. 



Scarlet Myzomela Myzomela sanguinolenta: E (2) OR on 19 Oct. 

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater Gliciphila melanops: E (3) LDNP in 

sandplain heathland on 30 Oct. 

Brown Honeyeater Lichmera indistincta: Recorded on six days with 

max. (6) on 21 Oct. 

New Holland Honeyeater Phylidonyris novaehollandiae: E (10-20) at 

LDNP on 30-31 Oct. 

White-fronted Honeyeater Phylidonyris albifrons: E (2) HLNP on 29 Oct 

gave good views.  

White-throated Honeyeater Melithreptus albogularis: (2) OR on 19 Oct. 

White-naped Honeyeater Melithreptus lunatus: E (2) OR on 19 Oct. 

Black-chinned Honeyeater Melithreptus gularis: E (1) OR was a major 

surprise on 18 Oct being a first record for the Kerry Valley; gave good 

views to playback. 

Brown-headed Honeyeater Melithreptus brevirostris: E (2-4) seen well 

on two dates in Deni-Victoria. 

Blue-faced Honeyeater Entomyzon cyanotis: Seen on six days-lots of 

good views of this handsome almost jay-like species. 

Helmeted Friarbird Philemon buceroides: (2-4) seen on three days in 

North Queensland. 

Noisy Friarbird Philemon corniculatus: E (1-10) seen on six days in 

Queensland. 

Little Friarbird Philemon citreogularis: Recorded on three days with 

max. (4) on 22 Oct. 

Macleay’s Honeyeater Xanthotis macleayana: E KP (2) daily, CH (2) on 

24 Oct. 

Striped Honeyeater Plectorhyncha lanceolata: E (2) showed well on 

three days at OR, Deni and at HLNP. 

 

Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus: E Seen on four days, with (2) 

of the nominate red-rumped subspecies at OR on 19 Oct and (1-3) of the 

yellow-rumped subspecies xanthopygus at HLNP and LDNP on 29-31 

Oct. 

Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatus: E Seen on three days at OR, Deni 

and LDNP. 

 



Fernwren Oreoscopus gutturalis: E (2) gave a memorable view ML on 23 

Oct collecting moss to build a nest.  

Yellow-throated Scrubwren Sericornis citreogularis: E Seen on three 

dates with max. (10) at both OR and ML.  

White-browed Scrubwren Sericornis frontalis: E (5-10) OR daily of the 

buff-breasted subspecies levigaster.  

Atherton Scrubwren: Sericornis keri: E (4) ML gave a great view foraging 

with Yellow-throated Scrubwrens on 23 Oct. 

Large-billed Scrubwren Sericornis magnirostris: E Seen on four days 

with max. (6) OR, KP and ML. 

Speckled Warbler Chthonicola sagittarius: E (1) OR gave great views of 

this uncommon bird on 18 Oct.  

Rufous Fieldwren Calamanthus campestris: E (3) LDNP on 30 Oct gave 

great views. 

Shy Heathwren Hylacola cauta: E (2) LDNP on both 30-31 Oct gave a 

great view. 

Buff-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza reguloides: E (4) OR on 19 Oct.  

Slender-billed Thornbill Acanthiza iredalei: E (1) of the rare subspecies 

hedleyi in LDNP finally gave a great view on 30 Oct. 

Mountain Thornbill Acanthiza katherina: E (6) ML on 23 Oct. 

Brown Thornbill Acanthiza pusilla: E (1) OR on 10 Oct. 

Inland Thornbill Acanthiza apicalis: E (2) on 29 Oct at HLNP. 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza chrysorrhoa: E Recorded on two 

days with max. (4) on both 27 and 31 Oct. 

Chestnut-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza uropygialis: E Recorded on two 

days with max. (2) at both Deni and HLNP. 

Yellow Thornbill Acanthiza nana: E (2) Deni on 27 Oct. 

Striated Thornbill Acanthiza lineata: E (4) OR on 19 Oct. 

Weebill Smicrornis brevirostris: E (2-4) on 29-31 Oct at HLNP and LDNP.  

Fairy Gerygone Gerygone palpebrosa: (1) JSF on 23 Oct. 

Large-billed Gerygone Gerygone magnirostris: (2) CL on 21 Oct AND (4) 

DR on 22 Oct. 

White-throated Gerygone Gerygone olivacea: (1) showed well at OR on 

18 Oct. 

Brown Gerygone Gerygone mouki: E (6) at OR on 19-20 Oct. 

Western Gerygone Gerygone fusca: E (1) at Gulpa Forest, Deni on 27 

Oct. 



Southern Whiteface Aphelocephala leucopsis: E (2) Deni on 27 Oct. 

 

Grey-crowned Babbler Pomatostomus temporalis: E (1) OR on 18 Oct 

and (1) Deni on 27 Oct. 

White-browed Babbler Pomatostomus superciliosus: E (5) Deni on 27 

Oct. 

Chestnut-crowned Babbler Pomatostomus ruficeps: E (4) at HLNP on 29 

Oct. 

 

Australian Logrunner Orthonyx temminckii: E (4-6) OR great views on 

two days. 

Chowchilla Orthonyx spaldingii: E (6) ML gave great views. 

 

Eastern Whipbird Psophodes olivaceus: E (2) on 19-20 Oct at OR and (2) 

at ML and heard CH. 

 

Chestnut Quail-thrush Cinclosoma castanotum: E (1) splendid male 

performed superbly at HLNP on 29 Oct. 

 

Yellow-breasted Boatbill Machaerirhynchus flaviventer: (1) male on 23 

Oct at ML gave a superb view.   

 

White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorhynchus: Recorded on 

seven days with max. (10) on 22 Oct. 

Masked Woodswallow Artamus personatus: E (1-5) on 29-30 Oct at 

HLNP. 

White-browed Woodswallow Artamus superciliosus: E (50-200) 

recorded on three days at HLNP. 

Dusky Woodswallow Artamus cyanopterus: E (20) Deni on 27 Oct. 

 

Black Butcherbird Cracticus quoyi: Singles seen on three days in FNQ at 

CL and CH.  

Grey Butcherbird Cracticus torquatus: E (2) OR on 18 Oct and (1) HLNP 

on 29 Oct. 

Pied Butcherbird Cracticus nigrogularis: E Recorded on eight days with 

max. (6).  



Australian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen: Recorded on ten days with max. 

(50).  

Pied Currawong Strepera graculina: E Recorded on three days with 

max. (4) OR. 

Grey Currawong Strepera versicolor: E (1-2) HLNP of the scarce 

subspecies melanoptera. 

 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Coracina novaehollandiae: Recorded on nine 

days with max. (10) on 22 Oct. 

Yellow-eyed Cuckoo-shrike Coracina lineata: (2) CH on 26 Oct gave a 

good view. 

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike Coracina papuensis: (4) on 21 Oct. 

Cicadabird Coracina tenuirostris: (1) male on 19 Oct gave a great view 

at OR. 

White-winged Triller Lalage sueurii: (10) seen on 27 Oct at Deni and 

(10) on 28 Oct at HLNP. 

Varied Triller Lalage leucomela: (1-2) seen on three days in FNQ. 

 

Varied Sittella Daphoensitta chrysoptera: (5) Deni on 27 Oct of the 

orange-winged subspecies and (5) HLNP on 28 Oct of the black-capped 

subspecies. 

 

Crested Shrike-tit Falcunculus frontalis: E (1) Deni gave great views on 

27 Oct. This was the eastern nominate subspecies. 

Gilbert’s Whistler Pachycephala inornata: E (2) an adult male 

accompanied by a female gave a great view Deni on 27 Oct. 

Golden Whistler Pachycephala pectoralis: Recorded on five days with 

max. (6) ML on 23 Oct.  

Grey Whistler Pachycephala simplex: Single seen on 23 Oct at JSF. 

Rufous Whistler Pachycephala rufiventris: Recorded on seven days with 

best views of (4) in Deni on 27 Oct.  

Little Shrike-thrush Colluricincla megarhyncha: (2-4) seen well on four 

days in FNQ. 

Bower’s Shrike-thrush Colluricincla boweri: E (1) ML gave repeat poor 

views.  

Grey Shrike-thrush Colluricincla harmonica: (1-2) seen on five days. 



Crested Bellbird Oreoica gutturalis: E (4) seen very well at HLNP on 29 

Oct. 

 

Australasian Figbird Sphecotheres viridis: (1-10) recorded on eight days 

in Queensland.  

Yellow Oriole Oriolus flavocinctus: (1-4) on both 21-22 Oct in North 

Queensland. 

Olive-backed Oriole Oriolus sagittatus: (2) on 18 Oct at OR and (1) on 

22 Oct. 

 

Spangled Drongo Dicrurus bracteatus: (1-4) recorded on five days in 

Queensland.  

 

Rufous Fantail Rhipidura rufifrons: (1) on 19 Oct at OR was our only 

sighting this year. 

Grey Fantail Rhipidura albiscapa: Recorded on four days with max. (4) 

of the dark subspecies keasti  ML. 

Willie Wagtail R. leucophrys: Common, recorded almost daily. 

 

White-eared Monarch Carterornis leucotis: E (2) near CH gave great 

views on 26 Oct. 

Black-faced Monarch Monarcha melanopsis: (2) seen OR on 19 Oct with 

(1-2) seen on two days at KP. 

Spectacled Monarch Monarcha trivirgatus: (2-5) daily at KP. 

Pied Monarch Arses kaupi: E Single male seen well on 23 Oct at JSF. 

Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca: Common, recorded almost daily.  

Leaden Flycatcher Myiagra rubecula: (2) at OR on 19 Oct and (1) female 

on both 21-22 Oct. 

Shining Flycatcher Myiagra alecto: (10) DR gave some great views on 22 

Oct. 

 

Australian Raven Corvus coronoides: E Recorded on five days in western 

Victoria. 

Little Raven Corvus mellori: E Recorded on four days in Riverina-

Victoria.  

Torresian Crow Corvus orru: Recorded on four days in Queensland with 

max. (20) OR on 18 Oct.  



White-winged Chough Corcorax melanorhamphus: E Recorded on five 

days with max. (20) at Deni. 

Apostlebird Struthidea cinerea: E (12) at Hurricane Station on 22 Oct 

and (12) at HLNP on 28 Oct. 

 

Paradise Riflebird Ptiloris paradiseus: E (1) male seen well on both 19-

20 Oct at OR. 

Victoria’s Riflebird Ptiloris victoriae: E (1) male on 23 Oct at ML and (4) 

at CH including male, female and two dependent fledgelings.  

 

Jacky Winter Microeca fascinans: (1-2) seen on four days including 

HLNP and Deni. 

Lemon-bellied Flycatcher Microeca flavigaster: Heard only near Mount 

Molloy on 24 Oct.  

Red-capped Robin Petroica goodenovii: E (4) Deni on 27 Oct included 

some colourful males. 

Scarlet Robin Petroica boodang: E (1-2) LDNP on both 30-31 Oct 

included one male. 

Rose Robin Petroica rosea: E (2) both males seen at OR on 19 Oct. 

Hooded Robin Melanodryas cucullata: E (4) Deni on 27 Oct and (2) 

HLNP on 29 Oct.  

Pale-yellow Robin Tregallasia capito: E (5-10) KP daily and (2) CH on 

both visits. 

Eastern Yellow Robin Eopsaltria australis: E (6) OR daily. 

Grey-headed Robin Heteromyias albispecularis: E (5) ML  

Southern Scrub-Robin Drymodes brunneopygia: E (2) LDNP on 31 Oct 

gave a wonderful view of this delightful skulker including the famous 

fence individual!  

 

Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena: Common, recorded daily. 

Tree Martin Hirundo nigricans: (5-10) seen on four days. 

Fairy Martin Hirundo ariel: E (2-10) seen on four days.    

 

Golden-headed Cisticola Cisticola exilis: (2) seen well on 18 Oct at OR 

and (2) on 21 Oct. 

 



Australian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus australis: E (2) seen at Deni on 

27 Oct. 

 

Little Grassbird Megalurus gramineus: E (5) at Deni on 27 Oct. 

Rufous Songlark Cincloramphus mathewsi: E (10) at Deni on 27 Oct with 

(2-5) at HLNP. 

Brown Songlark Cincloramphus cruralis: E (5) seen on 27 Oct in Deni 

with singles at LDNP and HLNP. 

 

Silvereye Zosterops lateralis: Recorded on eight days with max. (6) on 

20 Oct at OR. 

 

Bassian Thrush Zoothera lunulata: E (1) OR on 19 Oct responded to 

playback. 

Russet-tailed Thrush Zoothera heinei: E (2) OR responded to playback 

and gave a good view on 19 Oct. 

*Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula: (2-5) almost daily in Deni and 

Victoria. 

 

Metallic Starling Aplonis metallica: (20-100) KP, DR daily 

*European Starling Sturnus vulgaris: Recorded on six days with max. 

(50). 

*Common Myna Acridotheres tristis: (2-20) recorded on eight days in 

Queensland.   

 

Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum: (2) seen well on three dates.  

Olive-backed Sunbird Nectarinia jugularis: (1-2) seen well on three days 

in north Queensland. 

 

Australasian Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae: Recorded on four days with 

max. (5) Deni. Name change follows Christidis and Boles 2008. 

 

*European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis: (2) at Horsham on 31 Oct. 

 

*House Sparrow Passer domesticus: Recorded on nine days with max. 

(20) Nhill. 

 



Diamond Firetail Stagonopleura guttata: E (1) at Deni on 27 Oct was 

difficult to pin down; a declining species. 

Red-browed Finch Neochmia temporalis: E Recorded on seven days 

with max. (50) daily KP. 

Double-barred Finch Taenopygia bichenovii: E (10) MW and Hurricane 

Dam on 21-22 Oct.  

Black-throated Finch Poephila cincta: E (6) Hurricane Dam on 22 Oct 

gave a great view of this scarce bird. 

*Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata: (2) on 21 Oct at CE. 

Chestnut-breasted Munia Lonchura castaneothorax: (20) at MW on 21 

Oct and (2) KP on 25 Oct. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Koala at O’Reillys 

Photo: Bill Clark 

 

MAMMALS 
 

Platypus Ornithorhynchus anatinus: (1) KP on both 21 and 23 Oct.  

 



Fat-tailed Dunnart Sminthopsis crassicaudata: (1) whilst spot-lighting 

for the Plains-wanderer in Deni on 27 Oct gave a brief view of this fleet-

footed insectivorous marsupial.  

Rusty Antechinus Antechinus adustus: (1) at ML on 23 Oct. 

 

Northern Brown Bandicoot Isoodon macrourus: (2-4) KP came in 

around the feeders at night. 

Long-nosed Bandicoot Perameles nasuta: (1) OR at night on 18 Oct and 

(2) KP at night on 22 Oct. 

 

Mountain Brushtail Possum Trichosurus caninus: (1) OR at night on 18 

Oct was a black morph. 

Common Brushtail Possum Trichosurus vulpecula: (1) seen at night at 

Deni on 27 Oct. 

 

Koala Phascolarctos cinereus: (1) at OR on 19 Oct was a big hit. 

 

Common Ringtail Pseudocheirus peregrinus: (5) seen at night at OR on 

18 Oct. 

 

Musky Rat Kangaroo Hypsiprymnodon moschatus: (2) CH on 24 Oct. 

 

Red-necked Pademelon Thylogale thetis: (2-6) daily OR  

Red-legged Pademelon Thylogale stigmatica: (1) seen at OR on 19 Oct 

giving a good view of this scarcer species at this location with another 

seen at CH by Mickey and Bob. 

Red-necked Wallaby Macropus rufogriseus: (10) OR on 18 Oct.   

Agile Wallaby Macropus agilis: (1-4) seen on three days in FNQ. 

Pretty-faced Wallaby Macropus parryi: (10) OR on 18 Oct. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo Macropus giganteus: (10) OR district on 18 Oct 

and (100) at Mareeba on 21 Oct. 

Western Grey Kangaroo Macropus fuliginosus: (1-10) daily HLNP and 

(3) LDNP on 13 Nov. 

Red Kangaroo Macropus rufa: (6) at Deni on 27 Oct and a surprise 

sighting of (2) at Hattah on 30 Oct. 

Mareeba Rock Wallaby Petrogale mareeba: (2) near Tolga on 24 Oct 

gave a good view. 



Spectacled Flying-fox Pteropus conspicillatus: (20-100) seen on three 

nights in FNQ. 

 

Water Rat Hydromys chrysogaster: (1) at Deni put on a good 

performance as we watched it fishing on 27 Oct. 

White-tailed Giant Rat Uromys caudimaculatus: (1-2) seen well on two 

nights at KP. 

Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes: (2) on both nights at KP secretively feeding 

near the feeders.  

Fawn-footed Melomys Melomys cervinipes: (2) at KP at the feeder. 

 

*Dingo Canis lupus dingo: (1) a pup at OR on morning of 19 Oct gave a 

great view. Dingos are a primitive dog originating from the now extinct 

Pallid Wolf of south east Asia. They arrived in Australia about 3000 years 

ago traded to Australian aboriginals by seafarers from Indonesia. 

 

*European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus: A few seen on most days in 

Deni and Victoria. 

 



 

 

 
 

Southern Cassowary at Kuranda 

Photo: Bill Clark 

 

 

REPTILES  

 

Eastern Shortneck Turtle Emydura signata: (5) OR on 18 Oct. 

Saw-shelled Turtle Elseya latisternum: (1) KP on 23 Oct. 

 

Green Turtle Chelonia mydas: (2) MC on 25 Oct. 

 



Gould’s Monitor Varanus gouldii: (2) HLNP on 26 Oct. 

 

Eastern Water Dragon Physignathus lesueurii: (2) seen on two days at 

KP. 

Coastal Bearded Dragon Pogona barbata: (1) OR on 18 Oct. with (1-2) 

HLNP on 25 and 27 Oct. 

Boyd’s Forest Dragon Hypsilurus boydi: (1) at KP 21 Oct. 

Mallee Dragon Ctenophorus fordi: (1) HLNP on 30 Oct. 

 

Shingleback Tiliqua rugosa: (1) HLNP on 29 Oct. 

Major Skink Egernia major: (1) seen well by several folks at KP. 

 

AMPHIBIANS 

 

Northern Dwarf Tree Frog Litoria bicolor: (2) KP on 21 and 23 Oct. 

Desert Tree Frog Litoria rubella: (1) KP on 23 Oct. 

Jungguy Tree Frog Litoria jungguy: (2) KP on 22-23 Oct. 

White-lipped Tree Frog Litoria infrafrenata: (1) DR came on our boat 

trip with us. 

Growling Bell Frog Litoria raniformis: It was great to hear this 

endangered species north of Deniliquin on 27 Oct; hopefully it is staging 

a comeback. 

 

Fleay’s Barred Frog Mixophyes fleayii: (1) at OR on 19 Oct. 

Cogger’s Barred Frog Mixophyes coggeri: (1-5) on two nights at KP. 

 

FISH 

 

A list of some of the distinctive fish species identified whilst snorkelling 

and scuba diving on the Hastings Reef on 25 Oct. 

  

Foxface Rabbitfish Siganus vulpinus 

Moorish Idol Zanclus cornutus 

Striped Surgeonfish Acanthurus lineatus 

Bird Wrasse Gomphosus varius 

Harlequin Tuskfish Chareodon fasciatus 

Black Anemonefish Amphiprion melanopus 



Threadfin Butterflyfish Chaetodon auriga 

Many-spotted Sweetlips Plectorhynchus chaetodonoides 

Six-banded Angelfish Pomacanthus sexstriatus 

Peacock Rock Cod Cephalophis argus 

Epaulette Shark Hemiscyllium ocellatum 

Black-tipped Reef Shark Carcharinus melanopterus 

Orange-lined Triggerfish Balistapus undulatus 

Humphead Maori Wrasse Chelinus undulatus 

 

BUTTERFLIES 

 

Some of the more distinctive butterflies pointed out whilst birding. 

 

Green Spotted Triangle Graphium agamemnon 

Orchard Swallowtail Papilio aegeus 

Chequered Swallowtail Papilio demoleus 

Clearwing Swallowtail Cressida cressida 

Cairns (Northern) Birdwing Ornithoptera priamus 

 

Black Jezebel Delias nigrina 

Red-banded Jezebel Delias mysis 

 

Tailed Emperor Polyura sempronius 

Leafwing Doleschalia 

 

Danaid Eggfly Hypolimnas misippus 

 

Large Green-banded Blue Danis danis 
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