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Fisher's Lovebirds by Adam Riley 

 

24th February: VENT’s 20th Northern Tanzania tour started off this evening and a rarely observed 

African White-bellied Hedgehog was an early omen for great sightings to come! After everyone 

had arrived we transferred to the comfortable Arumeru Lodge on the outskirts of Arusha. 

 

25th February: Our first morning dawned bright and sunny, and the lodge grounds abounded 

with bird life. It wasn’t long before we had our first bird in the scope, a beautiful African Green 

Pigeon, quickly followed by a plethora of exciting African birds, quite overwhelming for several 

of the participants for whom this was their first time on the continent! Highlights included a 

family of 3 Brown-breasted Barbets, a Brown-hooded Kingfisher that we taped in, Nubian 

Woodpecker, White-eared Barbet, Trumpeter and Crowned hornbill and a stunning Golden-

backed Weaver. After a delicious breakfast interrupted on several occasions by new birds, we set 

off for the nearby Arusha National Park, where we enjoyed the rest of our day. 

 

Driving around this forested reserve on the slopes of Mt Meru 

afforded us superb views of snow-capped Kilimanjaro in the 

background and towering Mt Meru (Africa’s 5th highest mountain) 

itself. We were fortunate to have such a clear day. The forests 

were active despite the wind being stronger than we would have 

preferred. At the remarkable fig tree arch (a massive Strangler Fig 

that a Landcruiser can drive through!) we found a stunning male 

Bar-tailed Trogon that allowed extended scope views. A busy 

flock of birds feeding in the fig tree included Montane White-eyes 

with their massive eye-rings, Waller’s Starling and beautiful 

Hartlaub’s Turacos. In the heat of the day, we started hearing 

Crowned Eagles displaying overhead and ended up observing 4 

individuals of this powerful monkey-eating predator, quite a 

sight! Other raptors abounded and we had superb views of a huge 



female African Goshawk, a stunning male Pallid Harrier, migrant Steppe Eagles, a perched 

European Hobby and Mountain, Common (Steppe) and Augur buzzards. We scored several other 

great birds including a noisy flock of White-fronted Bee-eaters, all aglow with multiple colors, a 

quiet White-starred Robin, Brown Woodland Warbler, glistening Variable and Bronze sunbirds, 

Eastern Mountain Greenbul and a duetting pair of Tropical Boubou. In the late afternoon we 

drove to the Momela Lakes where we were treated to a smorgasbord of waterbirds including 

hundreds of Southern Pochard and large aggregations of pink Lesser Flamingos, with a few 

Greaters scattering in for good measure. These more open areas produced different birds 

ranging from a beautiful female Greater Painted Snipe, Spot-flanked Barbet, Mustached Grass 

Warbler, and Trilling Cisticola to Pink-backed Pelicans and a Grey Crowned Crane. We did really 

well on mammals too. We didn’t spend much time with the larger species that we were expecting 

to encounter numerous times over the following fortnight, but we concentrated on the smaller 

forest species. Guereza Colobus with their huge fluffy white tails and black and white coats were 

really popular and were often feeding together with the more numerous Syke’s Monkeys. 

Sometimes in association with them were glowing red Harvey’s Duikers and we even managed 

great sightings of two miniscule Blue Duikers. Wow what a start to the tour! 

 

26th February: This morning we took an early flight across Northern Tanzania, below us a 

seemingly endless expanse of wilderness. We were truly struck by the sheer size of the Serengeti 

Plain, before finally landing at Seronera in the central 

Serengeti. Here we were met by Geitan, our experienced 

driver for the rest of the tour. We immediately set off 

westwards towards Lake Victoria, 140km away, almost all of it 

in the Serengeti reserve! It seemed every few minutes we 

were pulled to a halt for new birds or mammals! One tree 

right next to the road literally teemed with new species, about 

10 birds added to our list in less than a minute flat! Great 

herds of game dotted the open savanna woodlands – Plains 

Zebra, Impala, Thompson’s and Grant’s gazelle, Cape Buffalo, 

Topi, Kongoni, Waterbuck, Blue Wildebeest, Giraffe and a 

wonderful herd of African Elephant that crossed the road right 

in front of us. Really popular were the numerous troops of 

characterful Olive Baboon and Warthog.  

 

Noteworthy birds included many species of the open plains, Ostrich, White-bellied Bustard, 

Secretarybird to mention but a few. Grassfires that burnt right next to the road attracted 

wheeling flocks of White and Abdim’s storks, it was fascinating watching them drop from the 

skies and land in the burning fields next to us! We also located several of the Serengeti specials 

including Grey-breasted Spurfowl, Usambiro Barbet (sometimes lumped with D’Arnaud’s 

Barbet), Eastern Plantain-eater, 2 male Steelblue Whydah and the strange Rufous-tailed Weaver. 

However the absolute star bird (and first sighting in 20 VENT tours of northern Tanzania) was 

the little known Karamoja Apalis. Adam and some friends actually rediscovered this bird in 

northern Uganda in 1998 after it was missing for over 50 years, and it has since been found in a 

tiny patch of Whistling Thorn in the Serengeti, where we enjoyed superb views of a pair.  We saw 

no less than 19 species of raptors today, absolutely remarkable! Particularly noteworthy was a 

superb adult African Hawk-Eagle, our first of many Bateleur, including one perched at close 

quarters (what a star!), a nearby perched Brown Snake Eagle, Long-crested Eagle and Grey 

Kestrel. 



 

We arrived in time for a late afternoon bird walk at 

our charming lodge perched on the shores of Lake 

Victoria. Once again, we were amazed at the 

abundance of birdlife and were soon honing in on the 

specials here. It wasn’t long before we located several 

roosting Three-banded Coursers, an absolute 

stunner! A scoped African Pygmy-Kingfisher was a 

hit and numerous Grey-headed Kingfishers added 

more brilliant colors. Lake Victoria targets that we 

enjoyed included Angola Swallow, stunning Red-

chested Sunbirds, Swamp Flycatcher, Papyrus Canary 

(another VENT Tanzania first) and Slender-billed and 

Yellow-backed weaver. A long day, but extremely rewarding! 

 

27th February: We woke early for a birding stroll around the grounds of the lodge. The bright 

morning light was stunning and we managed to locate the remainder of our targets as well as a 

few surprises! A pair of confiding Grey-capped Warblers were lovely, as was a pair of duetting 

Black-headed Gonolek and the localized Northern Brown-throated Weaver. Our biggest prize 

came in the form of a lovely full-plumaged male Semi-collared Flycatcher, a great rarity indeed. 

Other goodies included a roosting European Nightjar and a bevy of colorful birds attracted to a 

calling Pearl-spotted Owlet including Blue-capped Cordon-bleu, Purple Grenadier and Beautiful 

Sunbird. Later we found a perched African Fish-Eagle and whilst we were admiring him, a group 

of blissfully unaware Dwarf Mongoose scuttled towards the eagle. Before we knew it, the eagle 

had swooped down, grabbed an unfortunate mongoose and flew off to devour its victim, wow – 

right in front of our eyes!  

 

After a pleasant breakfast overlooking Lake Victoria, we spent some time studying the numerous 

waders and waterbirds thronging the beach in front of our lodge. A tern roost provided another 

major vagrant, a diminutive Saunder’s Tern, rare even on the Tanzanian coastline and great 

rarity, as well as a pair of Common Terns, also unusual at this inland location. Finally as we were 

about to leave, Darrell & Lee-Ann’s efforts paid off, they had located a pair of roosting Square-

tailed Nightjars that had earlier eluded us and we all enjoyed superb views of these cryptic birds. 

 

We then passed again through the Western Corridor 

back to Seronera in the central Serengeti. As it was 

quite warm and we had already had our fill of Tsetse 

Flies the previous day we moved more rapidly, just 

stopping for new species along the way. Our most 

exciting moment was when Suzie shouted “Lion-

Tiger!” and we knew we were onto our first big cat, a 

young Lion right next to the road. Two more cubs 

appeared out of the bushes and both of them 

proceeded to climb a tall tree and literally “hang-out” 

in the upper branches, an interesting sighting indeed. 

Our most significant bird was superb views of the 

huge Levaillant’s Cuckoo. We arrived at our lodge, built within a koppie (rocky outcrop) with 

stunning views of the Serengeti woodlands and savanna, in time to enjoy a marvelous sunset and 



find our first Black-necked Rock Hyraxes with whom we shared the koppie for the next two 

nights! 

 

28th February: This morning we followed the Seronera stream, searching the massive Sausage 

Trees lining the watercourse for that most elusive of targets, the Leopard. We knew a female 

with 2 cubs had been frequenting the area. Elephants abounded and we found a Lioness suckling 

a cub in tall grass next to the road. Birds were everywhere – a pair of Grey Crowned Crane in 

brilliant light were well appreciated, surely one of the world’s most regal birds, a small pond 

attracted dozens of thirsty Chestnut-banded Sandgrouse, males soaking their specially modified 

chest feathers into the water in order to quench the thirst of their far-away chicks. Before long 

we noticed a larger pair of sandgrouse and were thrilled to add Yellow-throated Sandgrouse to 

our ever-growing list! Later a migrant Common Snipe flew into the open at the pond, thrusting 

his beak deep into the mud, unusual for such a secretive species.  We enjoyed finding a nest of a 

pair of massive Martial Eagles, Africa’s biggest eagle, and we watched as one of the pair flew to a 

nearby tree and broke off a branch to bring back to the nest. They weren’t the only nesting 

raptors; we later found a pair of Tawny Eagles repeating this behavior! 

 

However even though it seemed we were losing focus on spotted cats, we meandered along until 

we found a collection of vehicles and were informed that the Leopard mother and cubs were 

hidden at the base of a tree. Not the joy of finding our own cats as we had done yesterday with 

the Lions, but we waited it out and sure enough, one of the cubs effortlessly bounded up the 

thorny tree, fed on a cached kill, and descended again, only to repeat the procedure a few 

minutes later. Whilst we were waiting for more action, someone noticed a large Grey snake in a 

small thorn tree right next to us! We watched this for awhile, only to be amazed that another 

much larger green, yellow and black snake was curled up further down this diminutive tree! This 

was a pair of Boomslang (meaning “tree-snake” in Afrikaans, a deadly poisonous but non-

aggressive snake) – a first for a VENT Tanzania tour.  

 

Although it was getting late in the morning, we decided to push on deeper into the Serengeti 

wilderness, and what a great decision, out in a patch of grassland we spotted a Cheetah. Next a 

second body popped up, and then a third – it was a coalition of three males finishing off their 

meal of a recent kill! Wow, what a morning, we returned in high spirits to enjoy lunch and a well 

deserved afternoon siesta. 

 

Our late afternoon game drive scored us several more great sightings; several Spotted Hyena, 

some at close quarters, more big game, superb birding and again, a magnificent sunset at the 

deck above our lodge, with cold beverage in hand! 

 

1st March: Today we were due to head eastwards 

across the Serengeti National Park to Ndutu for 3 

nights. Ndutu falls within the Ngorongoro 

Conservation Area (NCA) and is an extension of the 

Serengeti ecosystem. It is a dry area that at this time 

of year is visited by great herds of migrating 

wildebeest and zebra. Here the Wildebeest calve and 

this abundance of food attracts numerous predators, 

this is serious big game territory! 

 



As we headed east, we explored various microhabitats within the Serengeti, in search for species 

that we hadn’t yet encountered. New birds kept being added to our list Green Woodhoopoe, 

Woodland Kingfisher, Black Coucal, the localized Red-throated Tit and many more besides. At a 

small river crossing, we were treated to another close Lion cub and from across the stream we 

spotted its mother who walked straight towards us in magnificent golden morning light, what a 

wonderful sighting! We came across a massive herd of thirsty Plains Zebra. Many people are not 

aware that more than a quarter million Plains Zebra follow the million and a half wildebeest on 

their migration! With numbers like this, predators couldn’t be far away and sure enough a burst 

of panic and dust erupted as a Lioness charged the zebras, closely watched by 3 cubs.  

 

We crossed an area of more arid grasslands, here migrant Montagu’s and Pallid Harriers 

quartered and small flocks of African Quail-Finch squeaked overhead. Flocks of Lesser Kestrel, 

sometimes in their hundreds hovered over concentrations of game, swooping on insects they 

disturbed. Thomson’s and Grant’s gazelles dominated but clusters of Kongoni, Topi and other 

grazers were regularly encountered.  

 

In time for lunch, we reached a beautiful koppie that marked the end of the Serengeti National 

Park and beginning of the NCA. During lunch we were frequently distracted by mobs of colorful 

birds – Superb and Hildebrandt’s starlings, Speckle-fronted and Rufous-tailed weavers and many 

more! A short walk to the top of the koppie produced vistas of the endless Serengeti and several 

new birds including the lovely Red-fronted Barbet and Black-faced Waxbill. As we entered the 

Ndutu area, we found a massive male Lion guarding the remains of a recent kill. The numbers of 

gazelle increased dramatically, amongst them were many Ostrich as well as our first Eland, the 

world’s largest antelope. A dry woodland zone surrounded our lodge and several nearby sodic 

lakes and marshes were where we explored for the following few days. 

 

2nd and 3rd March: These two full days in the Ndutu area were packed with adventures and 

remarkable sightings. At a marsh we located a resident pride of Lions and spent several 

enthralling hours with them over both days. The massive dominant male had a bad limp but he 

was nevertheless an impressive specimen. Several sleek, fat females were active hunters and the 

hordes of drinking zebra and wildebeest kept their attentions focused. Several cubs learnt by 

observation. We had two hunting encounters in particular, firstly we spotted a lost young 

wildebeest heading towards a sunning Lioness. 

She immediately crept behind a termite mound, 

assuming hunt mode. The young wildebeest 

found open water a little too far away from the 

Lioness, quenched his thirst and moved off 

without ever being aware of the danger he was in, 

much to the relief of the ladies on the tour! Soon 

thereafter we noticed a large herd of zebras 

approaching another Lioness hidden in short 

reeds. With bated breaths we watched as more 

and more zebras approached, closer and closer to 

the hidden cat. A mare with a young foal finally 

broke the Lionesses resistance and she charged, but her patience hadn’t held long enough and 

the zebras were just too quick, scattering Wattled Starlings in every direction as they bolted. 

 



The nearby grasslands were home to two groups of Cheetah who we visited on several occasions, 

a mother with three half grown cubs and a coalition of 3 males. We spent quality time observing 

both stalking and resting cheetah at close quarters. One of the cubs climbed a tree next to our 

vehicle providing superb photographic opportunities.  Other sightings of note were a wonderful 

pair of Bat-eared Fox, a brief African Wild Cat, a pair of frisky Steenbok and numerous cute Kirk’s 

Dikdik. The wildebeest were in the calving stage of their migration and large herds of them were 

accompanied by bouncing calves. In the evenings, no less than 5 Common Genets appeared in the 

rafters of the lodge where they interacted and showed off to great advantage before being 

rewarded by the lodge staff with food scraps. 

 

Birding was equally rewarding and highlights included amazing sightings of 5 species of vultures 

cleaning up the remains of kills. It was fascinating observing new individuals seemingly 

appearing from nowhere as they dropped from the skies, to join the fracas. Cute Pygmy Falcons 

were not uncommon, 4 species of wheatear enjoyed the open areas and wetlands held excellent 

wader numbers including the sought after Chestnut-banded Plover. Our comfortable lodge also 

provided excellent birding, during one lunch time we counted no less than 15 species coming 

down to drink at a tiny bird bath near our table, they included such delights as flocks of colorful 

Fischer’s Lovebird, the uncommon Grey-headed Silverbill and Straw-tailed Whydah. 

 

4th March: Sadly it was time to leave this natural showcase and a predawn departure had us on 

the open plains at dawn, surrounded by thousands of gazelle and less numbers of Eland and 

other antelope. We found numerous Golden Jackal and watched a pair almost catch a young 

Thomson’s Gazelle only to be thwarted by two male gazelle that boldly attacked the predators 

allowing the youngster to escape. Later we watched in amazement as a group of huge Eland 

chased and tried to kick a Spotted Hyena. Two shapes moving across the grassland turned out to 

be formidable predators, a pair of Rater or Honey Badger, feared by even Lions for their 

fierceness. A large Flap-necked Chameleon crossing 

the road in its unusual rocking form of locomotion 

was a popular find. We had two fascinating stops 

today, firstly at a Maasai villa where we were given a 

tour by the village people and introduced to their 

traditional lifestyle, little changed by modern times. 

Next we visited Olduvai Gorge, famous for the 

remarkable anthropological discoveries made here 

by the Leakeys and other researchers. After an 

introductory lecture we had time to explore the site’s 

museum and observe remains of both extinct 

animals and several species of prehumans that 

roamed these plains and valleys. Birding this area 

also produced some excellent additions to our list including the rare Southern Grosbeak Canary, 

White-breasted White-eye and Eastern Chanting Goshawk.  

 

From Olduvai, we continued eastwards, passing several more Maasai villages and their herds, as 

we slowly ascended the slopes of the great Ngorongoro Crater. Our excitement mounted until we 

finally crested the lip of the world’s largest unbroken caldera and for the first time viewed below 

us the wonder that is Ngorongoro. Below the steep crater walls lay a great plain and even from 

the rim, we could see thousands upon thousands of animals grazing the plains and Acacia forests 

of the crater. A large lake shimmered with a great flock of pink flamingo adding more color to the 



scene. We enjoyed our packed lunch on the descent and here found several exciting birds 

including the uncommon Wailing Cisticola (this form often split at Lynes’ Cisticola), Greater 

Whitethroat, Schalow’s Wheatear, and our first stunning Cinnamon-chested Bee-eaters. 

Continuing into the crater, we were soon rewarded with 2 Cheetah, but our first Black 

Rhinoceros were even more momentous, especially considering we found no less than four of 

these critically endangered beasts! Birding in a fever tree forest was disturbed by an unexpected 

downpour, but we picked up some goodies nevertheless including a brief Common Nightingale 

and a new bird for the route picked up by Kevin – Western Banded Snake-Eagle. We entered the 

grassland zone again, finding numerous giant Elephant bulls sporting massive gleaming white 

tusks and good numbers of Spotted Hyena and Lion. As we approached the far side of the crater, 

we stopped to admire a nearby Kori Bustard, the world’s heaviest flying bird, only to be treated 

to his display; he fluffed out his plumes as he sucked in air to expand his throat sac. Climbing the 

east slope of the crater, we passed through absolutely magnificent Mountain Acacia forest before 

reaching our luxurious lodge, built inside lush forest on the rim of the crater and affording 

absolutely spectacular sunsets from each room. What a fitting ending to a monumental day! 

 

5th March: Today we the full day to explore the great Ngorongoro Crater. It’s almost impossible 

to describe the experience of spending a day surrounded by such great numbers of wildlife, not 

just thousands of grazers but also the highest 

density of large predators in the world. For over a 

century, the crater has been protected from 

hunting, and the animals are extremely relaxed, 

we enjoyed observing Wildebeest, Elephant and 

even numerous Lion at extremely close quarters 

(a total count of 15 Lion seen today!) We also 

watched a Lioness stalk and hunt a Warthog, a 

thrilling chase but the Warthog was far too wily! 

Birding highlights included a well concealed 

Little Bittern, African Marsh Harrier, 

Hildebrandt’s Francolin, Lesser Honeyguide, the 

stunning Rosy-throated Longclaw, Pangani 

Longclaw, Rueppell’s Robin-Chat and the strange Jackson’s Widowbird. Again we were back at 

our lodge in time to enjoy a spectacular sunset, sundowner in hand! Birding around our lodge 

was also rewarding, the highlight being good numbers of absolutely stunning Golden-winged 

Sunbirds. 

 

6th March: This morning we had ample time to explore the Afro-montane forest in which our 

lodge was situated before slowly birding our way along the forested rim of the crater. Birds came 

thick and fast, the uncommon Brown Parisoma, stunning Schalow’s Turaco – what amazing 

views we enjoyed, glistening Tacazze and Eastern Double-collared Sunbirds, Mountain Yellow-

Warbler, excellent views of the seldom encountered Cabanis’ Greenbul, cheerful Hunter’s 

Cisticolas and arguably the highlight, a beautiful male Oriole Finch. It was somewhat limiting 

being stuck in the vehicle whilst birding these forests, but when we chanced upon two massive 

male Lions resting right next to the road, we were all glad we hadn’t taken a chance and broken 

the rules!  

 

After descending the thickly forested slopes of the Crater, we made our way to Gibb’s Farm, a 

wonderful lodge on an active coffee plantation on the lower slopes of the Crater. Here we were 



treated to the tastiest lunch of the trip before we tore ourselves away from their colorful gardens 

to walk in the surrounding forests. Although it was warm, we scored excellent birds during our 

time here. Two sightings of the rare Black-fronted Bushshrike were memorable, a Grey 

Cuckooshrike was special here, and after some effort, we finally coaxed a pair of Moustached 

Tinkerbirds into view. Other highlights included Jameson’s Firefinch, Yellow-bellied Waxbill, 

Brown-headed Apalis, White-tailed Blue-Flycatcher, Black-throated Wattle-eye and the shy 

Thick-billed Seedeater. At the impressive elephant caves, we found both Mountain and a vagrant 

Cape Wagtail foraging together. In the late afternoon we moved onwards to our luxurious lodge 

in the vicinity. 

 

7th March: We awoke to the strange calls of Montane Nightjar and before dawn, we taped a 

responsive male in for excellent views. Being out at this time had a further benefit as we watched 

two large owls coming in to roost and were treated to superb views of this pair of Spotted Eagle-

Owls. Soon after breakfast however we continued 

eastwards, dropping down the impressive western 

wall of the Great Rift Valley to explore Lake Manyara 

National Park. Stunning forests fed by ground water 

collected at the base of the rift walls are protected in 

this park and we spent quality time birding this area. 

Massive Silvery-cheeked Hornbills were amazingly 

abundant in the giant fig trees but we were even 

more impressed by a trio of giant Southern Ground 

Hornbill. Another major target that capitulated was 

the beautiful Purple-crested Turaco, but despite 

concerted effort, we failed to connect with Narina 

Trogon. A roosting Eurasian Nightjar was studied in 

the scope and a colorful Broad-billed Roller was a great spot by Darrell. At a patch of palms, we 

located the rare Collared Palm-Thrush and wetlands produced, even at this late stage, a plethora 

of new birds including Saddle-billed Stork, Goliath and Black herons, Black-tailed Godwit and 

Spur-winged Lapwing. Drier grasslands abounded with hundreds of Collared Pratincole and 

other goodies included a male Eurasian Golden Oriole and Long-tailed Fiscal. At the picnic site, 

we shared our lunch whilst marveling at a kaleidoscope of colors – brilliant Red-and-yellow 

Barbets paraded around our feet, the stunning Purple Grenadier showed to great advantage, 

Banded Parisoma sang beautifully and a Black Bishop was a stunner. Sandy spotted a movement 

in the undergrowth that turned out to be a family of nearly 30 Banded Mongoose, a great find 

indeed! 

 

In the afternoon, we ascended the rift again to relax and bird around our lodge perched atop the 

cliffs overlooking Lake Manyara. A magnificent Peregrine Falcon was studied in the scope and 

new birds included a family of Yellow-bellied Greenbul. In the distance a flock of over 100,000 

flamingo glowed pink in the sunset. 

 

8th March: After further early morning birding and a delicious breakfast, we left our lodge and 

dropped back down into the Rift Valley, heading to Tarangire National Park. Along the way, a 

stop in a patch of dry woodland produced excellent birds including a full male Eastern Paradise 

Whydah and an uncommon migrant in the form of Irania (also known as White-throated Robin.) 

An orange and black Banded Rubber Frog was a fascinating find, one of the only toxic frogs on 

the continent.  



 

The entrance gate to Tarangire must be one of the 

birdiest spots in the country and it took us several 

hours before we could tear ourselves away – new 

birds included the baobab-loving Mottled Spinetail, 

Black-necked Weaver and the endemic Ashy 

Starling. It didn’t take much time in this scenic, 

baobab-studded park to realize why it’s known as 

the home of the Elephant as we observed relaxed 

family groups almost at every turn. A massive 

Lioness near our lunch stop was impressive. Some 

sleuth work by Darrell & Lee-Ann produced us a 

cute African Scops-Owl and we all enjoyed a group of Orange-bellied Parrots. Lee-Ann then 

spotted a tiny Northern Stripe-bellied Sand Snake. Later we drove deep into park to our 

interesting lodge, built in the shape of an elephant, and festooned with Bush Hyraxes! A late 

afternoon bird walk was pleasant with a mob of colorful birds around a Pearl-spotted Owlet and 

scope views of a Lizard Buzzard.  

 

9th March: Today we spent the morning driving to a great marsh deep inside Tarangire. Along the 

way we heard the grunting of the giant Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl and managed to locate a pair. The 

marsh itself held numerous new birds for us including the rare Rufous-bellied Heron, Fulvous 

and Comb duck, Garganey, Long-toed Lapwing and best of all, a stunning adult Northern Carmine 

Bee-eater, here south of its normal range. Four massive male Lions were a nice find, some of 

them sported truly impressive manes. On the return trip, we flushed a Corn Crake, a rare migrant 

and new for the Tanzania VENT list. 

 

In the afternoon, we enjoyed another relaxed game drive, searching for the always elusive 

Leopard. Although this spotted cat eluded us, we had fabulous encounters with a herd of 

Elephants grazing right around our vehicle, a humbling experience indeed. It was also enjoyable 

watching an African Harrier-Hawk flapping upside-down on large branches as it surveyed 

crevices for anything edible. Other birding highlights in this park included the endemic Yellow-

collared Lovebird (long discussions ensued about which of the lovebirds was more beautiful!), 

noisy Yellow-necked and Red-necked spurfowl, African Fish Eagle, Black-faced Sandgrouse, 

gaudy White-bellied Go-away-birds, Blue-cheeked Bee-eater, Eurasian Hoopoe, Foxy Lark, the 

localized Northern Pied Babbler, Crimson-rumped Waxbill and a truly lovely pair of Cutthroat. 

This area had obviously received some recent rain and this had encouraged activity in the local 

cuckoos and we saw numerous individuals of African, Common, Black, Red-chested, Klaas’s, 

Diederik and Levaillant’s. 

 

10th March: Dawn on our final day in Africa found us 

already out in the Tarangire wilderness watching a 

stunning sunrise. We concentrated on following 

riverbeds and scouring Sausage Trees for Leopards 

to no avail, but this did produce more sightings of 

pink eye-lidded Verreaux’s Eagle-Owls, a superb 

African Hawk Eagle and finally a male Greater 

Honeyguide. Tarangire had one more surprise for us, 

within sight of the exit gate, we located a stunning 



Cheetah. Before long we were back in Arusha and enjoyed lunch and opportunities to purchase 

all the African curios and artworks that the heart may desire! Finally we had time to relax and 

freshen up in our day rooms at a lodge next to Kilimanjaro International Airport, before dinner 

and the trip home after the ultimate big game and birding safari to Africa! In the end we had seen 

the famous “Big 5”, thousands upon thousands of wildebeest, zebra, elephant, gazelle and other 

ungulates and good numbers of other predators from Spotted Hyena and Cheetah all the way 

through to Dwarf Mongoose. On the birding front, we smashed the previous VENT record of 425 

birds with 455, including 6 new records on this remarkable 20th tour!  
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SPECIES SCIENTIFIC NAME

Ostrich Struthionidae

Ostrich Struthio camelus 7 5 10 100 20 50 10 4 8 60

Ducks, Geese & Swans Anatidae

Fulvous Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna bicolor 4

White-faced Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna viduata 40 2 50

White-backed Duck Thalassornis leuconotus 3

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 10 6 15 10 10 2 200 300 100 20 10

Comb Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos 8

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 3 10 3

Cape Teal Anas capensis 20 10 12

Red-billed Duck Anas erythrorhyncha 5 6 10 20

Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota 2 10 12 4 30

Garganey Anas querquedula 5

Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 15

Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma 200

Pheasants, Partridges & Allies Phasianidae

Coqui Francolin Francolinus coqui 1 5 h h h

Crested Francolin Francolinus sephaena h 5 6

Scaly Francolin Francolinus squamatus 1

Hildebrandt's Francolin Francolinus hildebrandti 2 1 4

Yellow-necked Francolin (Spurfowl) Francolinus leucoscepus 10 20

Gray-breasted Francolin (Spurfowl) Francolinus rufopictus 8 6 10 10 8 2

Red-necked Francolin (Spurfowl) Francolinus afer 1 10

Harlequin Quail Coturnix delegorguei 1 1

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 30 150 200 100 50 30 20 50 20 10 30 30 50

Grebes Podicipedidae

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 30 1 2

Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 10

Flamingos Phoenicopteridae

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 100 500 500 1000

Lesser Flamingo Phoenicopterus minor 1000 500 500 10 5000

Pelicans Pelecanidae

Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 3 1 35

Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 6

Cormorants Phalacrocoracidae

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 1

Long-tailed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus 4 20 10 1 1

Darters & Anhingas Anhingidae

100,000 100,000
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Darter Anhinga melanogaster 1

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns Ardeidae

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 1

Gray Heron Ardea cinerea 3 3 6 1 2

Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 1 8 6 12 2 20 6 20 10

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 1

Great Egret Ardea alba 10

Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca 40

Intermediate Egret Mesophoyx intermedia 1 10

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 10 6 1 1

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 10 20 20 30 50 100 100 100 6

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 1 6 1

Rufous-bellied Heron Ardeola rufiventris 1

Striated Heron Butorides striata 1

Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 1 20

Ibises & Spoonbills Threskiornithidae

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 2 6 100 30

Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 1 1 10 8 40 100 50 10

Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 1 8 2 1 h

African Spoonbill Platalea alba 1 1

Hamerkop Scopidae

Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 1 3 3 5

Storks Ciconidae

African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus 100 80

Abdim's Stork Ciconia abdimii 400 1 2000 1000 6

Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 2

White Stork Ciconia ciconia 30 100 2 2 50 50 40

Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 2 1

Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus 3 30 100 30 20 12 20 40 5 2 1 1

Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 1 1 10 6 1 1 20

Osprey Pandionidae

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 1

Hawks, Eagles & Kites Accipitridae

European Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus 1

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus 1 1 1 1 3 4

Black Kite Milvus migrans 4 2 1 1 50 4 1

African Fish-Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 2 1 8

Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus 2 12 15

White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 6 2 20 20 10 12 20 20 50 20 10
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Rueppell's Griffon Gyps rueppellii 8 25 20 10

Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotus 4 1 2 6 8 10

White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis 2 2 1 1

Black-breasted Snake-Eagle Circaetus pectoralis 1 1 1

Brown Snake-Eagle Circaetus cinereus 1 2

Western Banded Snake-Eagle 1

Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 10 4 4 6 4 4 2 2 2 8 6

Eurasian Marsh-Harrier Circus aeruginosus 1 2 6 2

African Marsh-Harrier Circus ranivorus 1

Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 2

Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 12 8 4 30 4 20

African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus 1 2

Lizard Buzzard Kaupifalco monogrammicus 1 1 1

Dark Chanting-Goshawk Melierax metabates 4

Eastern Chanting-Goshawk Melierax poliopterus 1

Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 2 1 1

African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro 1

Commonn Buzzard Buteo buteo 2 2 1 1

Mountain Buzzard Buteo oreophilus 1 1 4

Augur Buzzard Buteo augur 1 2 4 2 6 10 4 1

Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina 2 10

Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 2 4 6 10 10 10 4 2 6

Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis 2 2 2 1 2 1

African Hawk-Eagle Aquila spilogaster 1

Wahlberg's Eagle Hieraaetus wahlbergi 1

Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 1 2 2 1

Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Crowned Hawk-Eagle Stephanoaetus coronatus 4

Secretary-bird Sagittariidae

Secretary-bird Sagittarius serpentarius 3 4 1 1 4 6 8 1 3

Falcons & Caracaras Falconidae

Pygmy Falcon Polihierax semitorquatus 2 1 5 1 3

Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni 20 15 400 100 50 200 400 20 30

Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides 1 1

Gray Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus 1 2

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo 1

Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 3

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 1

Rails, Gallinules & Coots Rallidae
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Corn Crake 1

Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra 3 6 2 4

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 2

Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 1

Bustards Otididae

Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 5 20 50 40

White-bellied Bustard Eupodotis senegalensis 5 1 4

Black-bellied Bustard Lissotis melanogaster 3 4 3 4 h

Cranes Gruidae

Gray Crowned-Crane Balearica regulorum 1 1 2 2 3 20 20 3 3

Thick-knees Burhinidae

Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 3 10

Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 2 2 2 3 3

Plovers & Lapwings Charadriidae

Long-toed Lapwing (Plover) Vanellus crassirostris 2 40

Blacksmith Plover Vanellus armatus 6 10 20 8 100 500 100 6 20

Spur-winged Plover Vanellus spinosus 20

Black-winged Lapwing (Plover) Vanellus melanopterus 6

Crowned Lapwing (Plover) Vanellus coronatus 2 4 6 20 10 20 30 20 6

Wattled Lapwing (Plover) Vanellus senegallus 2 1 1

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 12 6 6 4 1

Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 2 2 4

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 2 4 2 1 1

Chestnut-banded Plover Charadrius pallidus 10 2

Stilts & Avocets Recurvirostridae

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 10 6 6 6 40 20 10 2 1 1 8

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 10 10 6 2 4

Jacanas Jacanidae

African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 6 2 10 60

Sandpipers & Allies Scolopacidae

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 4 4 2 1 2 1

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 1 2

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 1 1 1 1

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 4 4 1 1 2 1

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 4 2 4 4 2 4 1 4 2

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 1

Little Stint Calidris minuta 40 20 100 200 40 1

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 1 10 2
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Ruff Philomachus pugnax 50 10 50 10 100 50 20 1 4 2

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 1 1 1 1

Coursers & Pratincoles Glareolidae

Temminck's Courser Cursorius temminckii 1 4 4

Double-banded Courser Smutsornis africanus 1 4 6

Three-banded (Heuglin's) Courser Rhinoptilus cinctus 4 3

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 100

Painted-Snipes Rostratulidae

Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis 1

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers Laridae

Saunder's Tern Sternula saundersi 1

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 12 6 8 20 50 4

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 10 6

White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 1000 2 6 2

Common Tern Sterna hirundo 2

Sandgrouse Pteroclidae

Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles exustus 100 200

Yellow-throated Sandgrouse Pterocles gutturalis 2 4 1 100 20 40

Black-faced Sandgrouse Pterocles decoratus 4 12

Pigeons & Doves Columbidae

Rock Pigeon ( I ) Columba livia 6

Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 2 2 2 6 6 2

Rameron (Olive) Pigeon Columba arquatrix 20 30 10

Dusky Turtle-Dove Streptopelia lugens 8 1

African Mourning Dove Streptopelia decipiens 10 30 40 20 6 10 4 4

Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 10 6 1 10 6 6 4

Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola 6 10 10 50 100 50 20 6 10 10 10

Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 6 4 2 6 2

Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove Turtur chalcospilos 2 h 2

Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria 2 h

Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 2 3 2 2 2 4

African Green-Pigeon Treron calvus 2 2 h 1 6

Macaws, Parrots & Allies Psittacidae

Fischer's Lovebird Agapornis fischeri 4 20 20 40 200 100 50 20

Yellow-collared Lovebird Agapornis personatus 30 50

Meyer's Parrot Poicephalus meyeri 10 6 6 4

Red (Orange)-bellied Parrot Poicephalus rufiventris 3 2

Turacos Musophagidae

Schalow's Turaco Tauraco schalowi h h h 3
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Hartlaub's Turaco Tauraco hartlaubi 5

Purple-crested Turaco Tauraco porphyreolophus 3 h

Bare-faced Go-away-bird Corythaixoides personatus 4 1 3 2 2

White-bellied Go-away-bird Corythaixoides leucogaster 10 10

Eastern Plantain-eater Crinifer zonurus 1

Cuckoos Cuculidae

Levaillant's Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii 1

Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius 1

Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius h 4 4 2

Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus 1

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 1 1

African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis 1 1 h 2 1

Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas 1 h h 1

African Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus h

Dideric Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius 1 2 2 3 1 2 1 2

Black Coucal Centropus grillii 4 2 1

White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus 2 1 4 4 4 1 3 4 h 1 6

Owls Strigidae

African Scops-Owl Otus senegalensis 1 1

Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus 3

Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus 2

Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 1 1 4 h 1 3 h

Nightjars & Allies Caprimulgidae

Eurasian Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 1 1

Abyssinian (Montane) Nightjar Caprimulgus poliocephalus 1

Square-tailed (Gabon) Nightjar Caprimulgus fossii 2

Swifts Apodidae

Mottled Spinetail Telecanthura ussheri 4 1

Common Swift Apus apus 4 20 100 100 30

Nyanza Swift Apus niansae 4

Little Swift Apus affinis 50 50 50 50 20 2 50

White-rumped Swift Apus caffer 10 4 10 4 2 2 10

Alpine Swift Apus melba 4

Mottled Swift Apus aequatorialis 6 2 2 6 4

African Palm-Swift Cypsiurus parvus 6 20 10 10

Mousebirds Colidae

Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 10 6 4 6 20 20 50 10 10

Blue-naped Mousebird Urocolius macrourus h 5 10 20

Trogons Trogonidae
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Bar-tailed Trogon Apaloderma vittatum 1

Kingfishers Alcedinidae

Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata 1 2

African Pygmy-Kingfisher Ispidina picta 1

Gray-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala 4 6 2 2

Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis 1 h 2 1 6 6

Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris 1

Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti 3 1 1 3

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 20 50 2 1 1

Bee-eaters Meropidae

White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides 12

Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 4 6 12 6 1 4 2 1 2 6

Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater Merops oreobates 6 2 20 4

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus 4 20

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 1 50 h 4 50 2

Northern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicus 1

Rollers Coraciidae

European Roller Coracias garrulus 6 6 2 10 12 6 10 10 1 10 20

Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus 8 10 30 20 4 6 10 1 10 20

Rufous-crowned Roller Coracias naevius 1

Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus 1

Hoopoes Upupidae

Eurasian Hoopoe [African] Upupa epops 2 2 1 4

Woodhoopoes & Allies Phoeniculidae

Green Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus h 4 2 8 1 4

Abyssinian Scimitar-bill Rhinopomastus minor 2 2 4

Hornbills Bucerotidae

Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus 1 2 1 2 2 8 6

Von der Decken's Hornbill Tockus deckeni 6 2 1 1 6 6

Crowned Hornbill Tockus alboterminatus 1 20 2

African Gray Hornbill Tockus nasutus 6 10 6 10 10 10 10

Trumpeter Hornbill 2

Silvery-cheeked Hornbill Ceratogymna brevis 30 1

Southern Ground-Hornbill Bucorvus leadbeateri 3 4

African Barbets Lybiidae

Red-and-yellow Barbet Trachyphonus erythrocephalus 8 h 4

D'Arnaud's Barbet Trachyphonus darnaudii 3 4 2

White-eared Barbet Stactolaema leucotis 6

Moustached Tinkerbird Pogoniulus leucomystax 2
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Red-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus pusillus 2 1 h

Red-fronted Barbet Tricholaema diademata 4

Spot-flanked Barbet Tricholaema lachrymosa 2

White-headed Barbet Lybius leucocephalus 1

Brown-breasted Barbet Lybius melanopterus 4

Honeyguides Indicatoridae

Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator 1

Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor 3 h

Woodpeckers & Allies Picidae

Nubian Woodpecker Campethera nubica 1 2 h h 2 4 1 h

Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 2 4 h 2 1 2 2 h

Bearded Woodpecker Dendropicos namaquus 1 2 h h

Gray-headed (Gray) Woodpecker Dendropicos spodocephalus 2 2 5 2 2 1 2

Wattle-eyes Platysteiridae

Black-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira peltata 2

Short-tailed (Forest) Batis Batis mixta h

Chinspot Batis Batis molitor 6 2 2

Bushshrikes & Allies Malaconotidae

Brubru Nilaus afer h 4 h h h 2 2

Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla 1 2 2 4

Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus h h 1

Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 2 1 1 2 h

Tropical Boubou Laniarius aethiopicus 4 2 2 12 h h

Black-headed Gonolek Laniarius erythrogaster 2

Slate-colored Boubou Laniarius funebris h 1 h 4 1 2 6 h

Sulphur-breasted Bushshrike Telophorus sulfureopectus 2 h h

Black-fronted Bushshrike Telophorus nigrifrons 2

Cuckoo-shrikes Campephagidae

Gray Cuckoo-shrike Coracina caesia 1

Shrikes Laniidae

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 1 1 1

Rufous-tailed (Isabelline) Shrike Lanius isabellinus 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 1

Gray-backed Fiscal Lanius excubitoroides 30 20 30 20

Long-tailed Fiscal Lanius cabanisi 8 20 30

Taita Fiscal Lanius dorsalis 1 2 2

Common Fiscal Lanius collaris 12 2 30 20 6 2 6

Magpie Shrike Corvinella melanoleuca 20 20 6 20 10 20

White-rumped (Wh.-crowned)  Shrike Eurocephalus rueppelli 12 20 20 30 30 40 10 4 20 15

Old World Orioles Oriolidae
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African Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 2 1

Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 1

Drongos Dicruridae

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 2 2 8 6 6 2 12

Monarch Flycatchers Monarchidae

African Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis 1 1 1 8 2

Crows, Jays & Magpies Corvidae

Cape Crow (Cape Rook) Corvus capensis 3

Pied Crow Corvus albus 6 2 2

White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis 2 2 2

Larks Alaudidae

Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana 1 4 2 2 12 2 h 6 10

Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea 1

Foxy Lark Calendulauda alopex 3

Fawn-colored Lark Calend. (Mirafra) africanoides

Fischer's Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix leucopareia 20 6 6 50 100 500 100 10 10 4 2

Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea 20 20 20 100

Swallows Hirundinidae

Plain Martin Riparia paludicola 6 2 3 20

Banded Martin Riparia cincta 6 1 5 10

Bank Swallow Riparia riparia 6

Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula 2 3 2 2 6 2 4

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 100 500 400 1000 1000 50 100 50 400 20 50 500 200

Angola Swallow Hirundo angolensis 10 50

Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 2 2

Black Sawwing Psalidoprocne pristoptera 40

White-headed Sawwing Psalidoprocne albiceps 2

Lesser Striped-Swallow Cecropis abyssinica 2 6 6 50 20 30 20

Rufous-chested Swallow Cecropis semirufa 2

Mosque Swallow Cecropis senegalensis 2

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 3 2 50 50 20

Common House Martin Delichon urbicum 10 20 20 1 1 10 20 10

Gray-rumped Swallow Pseudhirundo griseopyga 2

Fairy Flycatchers Stenostiridae

White-tailed Blue-Flycatcher Elminia albicauda 3

Chickadees & Tits Paridae

Red-throated Tit Melaniparus fringillinus 2 2 1

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae

Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus 30 10 6 4 6 12 20 40 20 12
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Eastern Mountain-Greenbul Andropadus nigriceps 4 1 10

Stripe-cheeked Bulbul Andropadus milanjensis 1

Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris 3 3

Cabanis's Greenbul Phyllastrephus cabanisi 4

Leaf Warblers Phylloscopidae

Brown Woodland Warbler Phylloscopus umbrovirens 2

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 6 4 10 10 4 4 4 4 2 1 2

Reed-Warblers & Allies Acrocephalidae

Mountain Yellow Warbler Chloropeta similis 1

Eastern Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais pallida 4 1 8 6

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 1 1 1

Eurasian Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 1

African Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus 1

Lesser Swamp-Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 3

Grassbirds & Allies Megaluridae

Cinnamon Bracken-Warbler Bradypterus cinnamomeus h 1

Cisticolas & Allies Cisticolidae

Bar-throated Apalis Apalis thoracica 2 4

Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida 2 2 2 1 4 1

Brown-headed Apalis Apalis alticola 3

Karamoja Apalis 2

Green (Gray) - backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura h 1 1 2 h 2 10 5 6 4

Red-faced Cisticola Cisticola erythrops h h 2 3

Singing Cisticola Cisticola cantans h

Trilling Cisticola Cisticola woosnami 1

Hunter's Cisticola Cisticola hunteri 10 20

Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana 2 4 4 6 10 10 4 4 4 6 10 6

Wailing Cisticola Cisticola lais 3

Winding Cisticola Cisticola galactotes 2 2 6 1 10 6 10

Stout Cisticola Cisticola robustus 1

Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis 2 6 6 h

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 1 2 2 2 h h

Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus 1 h h

Pectoral-patch Cisticola Cisticola brunnescens h h 6 4

Gray-capped Warbler Eminia lepida 2 1 2

Buff-bellied Warbler Phyllolais pulchella 2 10 2 10 6 2 3

Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 2 4 3 2 2 10 3

Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis 2

Old World Warblers Sylviidae
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Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 1

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 1 2

Greater Whitethroat Sylvia communis 1

Brown Warbler (Parisoma) Parisoma lugens 1 1

Banded Warbler (Parisoma) Parisoma boehmi 2 1 2 1

Moustached Grass-Warbler Melocichla mentalis 1

Red-faced Crombec Sylvietta whytii 1 6 1 2 1

Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae

Silverbird Empidornis semipartitus 6 20 10 6 2 2

Pallid Flycatcher Bradornis pallidus 4

African Gray Flycatcher Bradornis microrhynchus 6 4 1 10 10

White-eyed Slaty-Flycatcher Melaenornis fischeri 1 6 20

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 3 4 2 6 1 2 1 1 4 6

Swamp Flycatcher Muscicapa aquatica 6

African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta 10 1

Ashy Flycatcher Muscicapa caerulescens 1 h

Semi-collared Flycatcher Ficedula semitorquata 1

White-starred Robin Pogonocichla stellata 1 1

Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 1

White-throated Robin Irania gutturalis 1

Cape Robin-Chat Cossypha caffra 4 10

Rueppell's Robin-Chat Cossypha semirufa 1

White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini 2 2 4 4

Collared Palm-Thrush Cichladusa arquata 1

Spotted Morning-Thrush Cichladusa guttata 1 4 3 h

Red-backed (White-brow.) Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys 1 h 1 1 h 2 h

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 2 1 2 4 1 20 2 2 1

Mourning (Schalow's) Wheatear Oenanthe lugens 10 2

Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka 1

Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata 4 10

Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina 1 4 1

Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 2 1 10 6

Northern Anteater-Chat Myrmecocichla aethiops 1 6

Thrushes & Allies Turdidae

Rufous-tailed Rock-Thrush Monticola saxatilis 4 1 1 1

Olive Thrush Turdus olivaceus 2 2

Babblers Timalidae

African Hill Babbler Pseudoalcippe abyssinica h

Rufous Chatterer Turdoides rubiginosa 2
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Black-lored Babbler Turdoides sharpei h 6 3 6 6 10

Northern Pied-Babbler Turdoides hypoleuca 3 10

Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 4 6 10

Broad-ringed (Montane) White-eye Zosterops poliogaster 20 10

White-breasted (Abyss.) White-eye Zosterops abyssinicus 3

Starlings Sturnidae

Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 200 50 10 500 50 100 50 30 20

Greater Blue-eared Glossy-Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 4

Rueppell's (Long-tailed) Glossy-Starling Lamprotornis purpuropterus 6 10 10 20

Superb Starling Lamprotornis superbus 50 50 100 200 100 100 200 20 10 100 50

Hildebrandt's Starling Lamprotornis hildebrandti 1 2 12 20 20 10 2

Ashy Starling Spreo unicolor 50 100

Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 1 6 40 10 10 6

Waller's Starling Onychognathus walleri 2 2

Oxpeckers Buphagidae

Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus 20 10 10

Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus 10 6 1 2 1 4 10 10 10

Sunbirds Nectarinidae

Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris 4 12

Green-headed Sunbird Cyanomitra verticalis 1

Eastern Olive Sunbird Cyanomitra olivacea 2

Amethyst Sunbird Chalcomitra amethystina 1

Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis 2 4 2 1

Tacazze Sunbird Nectarinia tacazze 4 1

Bronze Sunbird Nectarinia kilimensis 2 2 10 6

Golden-winged Sunbird Drepanorhynchus reichenowi 10 10

Eastern Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris mediocris 6 10

Beautiful Sunbird Cinnyris pulchellus 1 6 1 10 6 4 2 8 10

Mariqua Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis 1 2

Red-chested Sunbird Cinnyris erythrocercus 2 6 4

Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus 4 1 10 10 4 6

Wagtails & Pipits Motacillidae

African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 2 4 20 2 1 2 2 2

Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 1 50 50 10

Cape Wagtail 1

Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara 1 2

Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys 1 2

African (Grassland) Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 1 1 2 10 6

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 1 1
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Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus 1 1 2 4 1

Rosy-throated Longclaw Macronyx ameliae 1 4

Pangani Longclaw Macronyx aurantiigula 1

Siskins, Crossbills & Allies Fringillidae

Oriole Finch Linurgus olivaceus 1

Southern Citril Serinus hypostictus 6 12 1

Papyrus Canary 3

Reichenow's (Yell.-rump.) Seedeater Serinus (atrogularis) reichenowi 20 10 4

Southern Grosbeak-Canary Serinus buchanani 1

White-bellied Canary Serinus dorsostriatus 10 10 6 10 2 20 10 2 2

Streaky Seedeater Serinus striolatus 1 20 10 2

Thick-billed Seedeater Serinus burtoni 12

Old World Sparrows Passeridae

House Sparrow ( I ) Passer domesticus 4 10 6 6

Gray-headed Sparrow Passer griseus 20 20

Swaheli Sparrow Passer suahelicus 6 6 10 20 20 10 2

Chestnut Sparrow Passer eminibey 40 20 10 100 20

Yellow-spotted Petronia Petronia pyrgita 6 6

Weavers & Allies Ploceidae

Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver Bubalornis niger 10 20 4 50 50 30 50 20 50

White-headed Buffalo-Weaver Dinemellia dinemelli 10 6 15 20 15 40

Speckle-fronted Weaver Sporopipes frontalis 10 50 20 20 20 10 30

Rufous-tailed Weaver Histurgops ruficauda 10 10 30 30 20 50 50 1

Gray-headed Social-Weaver Pseudonigrita arnaudi 50 10 6 10

Baglafecht Weaver Ploceus baglafecht 2 3 20 20 2 4

Slender-billed Weaver Ploceus pelzelni 6 40

Lesser Masked-Weaver Ploceus intermedius 20 20 10

Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis h 2

Black-necked Weaver Ploceus nigricollis 3

Holub's Golden-Weaver Ploceus xanthops 3 1

Northern Brown-throated Weaver Ploceus castanops 1 10

African (Vitelline) Masked-Weaver Ploceus (velatus) vitellinus 6 6 2 10

Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 100 20 1

Speke's Weaver Ploceus spekei 4 10

Black-headed (Yellow-backed) Weaver Ploceus melanocephalus 3 200

(Jackson's) Golden-backed Weaver Ploceus jacksoni 1 2 1

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 6 4 50 20

Black Bishop Euplectes gierowii 6 2

(Southern) Red Bishop Euplectes orix 10
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Yellowrumped Widowbird Euplectes capensis 6 6

Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris 80

Red-collared Widowbird Euplectes ardens 6 4

Jackson's Widowbird Euplectes jacksoni 50

Grosbeak Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons 20 10

Waxbills & Allies Estrildidae

Yellow-bellied Waxbill Coccopygia (Estr.) quartinia 6

Crimson-rumped Waxbill Estrilda rhodopyga 12 2

Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 15

Black - (faced) cheeked Waxbill Estrilda erythronotos 6 4 2

Red-cheeked Cordonbleu Uraeginthus bengalus 2 6 4 15 20

Blue-capped Cordonbleu Uraeginthus cyanocephalus 4 10 2 4 2 10 6 4 10 10

Purple Grenadier Granatina  ianthinogaster 2 2 2 2 2 2

Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba 1 4 1 4 15

Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 8 2 4 1

Jameson's Firefinch Lagonosticta rhodopareia 2

Cut-throat Amadina fasciata 2

African Quail-Finch Ortygospiza fuscocrissa 10

Gray-headed Silverbill Odontospiza (Lon.) griseicapilla 2 6

Bronze Mannikin Spermestes (Lonch.) cucullata 10 20 6 2 10 6

Black-and-White Mannikin Spermestes bicolor 1 2

Indigobirds Viduidae

Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata 2

Steel-blue Whydah Vidua hypocherina 2

Straw-tailed Whydah Vidua fischeri 1

Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura 3 2 6 1 1 1

Eastern Paradise-Whydah Vidua paradisaea 1 2
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MAMMALS SCIENTIFIC NAME

Colobid monkeys Colobidae

Guereza (Black & White) Colobus Colobus guereza 20

Cheek-pouch Monkeys Cercopithecidae

Vervet Monkey Cerc. (aethiops) pygerythrus 6 62 20 20 6 20 10 20

Gentle (Blue/Syke's)  Monkey Cercopithecus (nictitans) mitis 20 12 30 6

Olive Baboon Papio anubis 150 300 300 30 4 250 50 h

Galagos or Bushbabies Galagonidae

Greater Galalgo Otolemur crassicaudatus h

(Thick-tailed Bushbay)

Large-winged Bats Megadermatidae

Yellow-winged Bat Lavia frons 1

Unidentified Small Bats Microchiroptera

Bat sp. 20 200

Hedgehogs Erinaceidae

African White-bellied Hedgehog Atelerix albiventris 1
Rabbits & Hares Leporidae

Scrub Hare / Cape Hare Lepus saxatalis / capensis 1 3 1

Squirrels & Chipmunks Sciuridae

Ochre Bush Squirrel Paraxerus ochraceus 2 4 8 10

Rats & Mice Muridae

Grass Rat sp. 6 2 4 20

Mouse sp. 1

Foxes, Jackals & Dogs Canidae

Common (Golden) Jackal Canis aureus 20 2

Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 2 1 2 10 1 1 2 2 1

Bat-eared Fox Otocyon megalotis 2

Weasels, Otters, Zorilla, Ratel Mustelidae

Ratel  (Honey Badger) Mellivora capensis 2

Mongooses Herpestidae

Ichneumon (Egyptian) Mongoose Herpestes ichneumon 1 1

Dwarf Mongoose Helogale parvula 4 12 8 10

Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo 10 25 3

Hyenas & Aardwolf Hyaenidae

Spotted Hyena Crocuta crocuta 1 5 8 5 20 40

Genets & Civets Viverridae

Common (Small-spotted) Genet Genetta genetta 2 5 5 3

Cats Felidae

African Wild Cat Felis sylvestris 1
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Leopard Panthera pardus 1

Lion Panthera leo 3 2 6 7 8 5 15 2 1 4

Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus 3 7 4 2

Hyraxes Procavidae

Black-necked Rock Hyrax Procavia johnstoni 10 30 10 1

Bush (Yellow-spotted) Hyrax Heterohyrax brucei 50 50

Elephants Elephantidae

African Elephant Loxodonta africana 80 2 100 10 1 40 20 6 3 250 500

Zebras, Asses & Horses Equidae

Common Zebra Equus africanus (burchellii) 30 500 500 2000 10,000 1000 4000 1000 500 10 50

Rhinoceroses Rhinoceridae

Black Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis 4 3 1

Hippopotamidae Hippopotami

Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius 3 2 30 100 30 40 50 50 50

Pigs Suidae

Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus 40 30 50 40 30 30 50 20 30 20

Giraffe & Okapi Giraffidae

Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis 40 20 20 6 15 6 10 40 5 20 50

Antelope & Buffalo Bovidae

African (Cape) Buffalo Syncerus caffer 100 1000 500 50 50 10 500 500 100 50 300

Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus 12 1 1 6

Common Eland Taurotragus oryx 100 10 50

Harvey's Duiker Cephalophus harveyi 4

Blue Duiker Cephalophus monticola 2 1

Steinbuck Raphicerus campestris 4

Kirk's Dik-dik Madoqua kirkii 4 4 10 15 20 6 2 6 10

Bohor Reedbuck Redunca redunca 3 2 2

Common Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus 20 20 30 20 20 1 5 4 40 60

Grant's Gazelle Gazella granti 10 20 500 20 40 500 50 10

Red-fronted (Thomson's) Gazelle Gazella rufifrons (thomsonii) 200 50 10 3000 50 100 3000 200

Impala Aepyceros melampus 800 500 300 500 150 50 50 100 100 100

Topi Damaliscus lunatus 100 50 100 50

Kongoni (Coke's Hartebeest) Alcelaphus buselaphus 12 12 50 2000 50 50 6

Brindled Gnu (Wildebeest) Connochaetes taurinus 400 500 1000 2000 2000 5000 3000 50 10
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REPTILES SCIENTIFIC NAME

Nile Crocodile Crocodilus niloticus 6 6 1 3

Nile Monitor Lizard Varanus niloticus 1

Leopard Tortoise Geochelone pardalis 1

Flap-necked Chameleon Chamaeleo diplepis 1

Red-headed (Common) Agama Agama agama 2 2 2

Mwanza Flat-headed Agama Agama mwanzae 4 10

Blue-headed Tree Agama Acanthocerus atricollis 2

Striped Skink Mabuya striata 1 1

Tropical House Gecko Hemidactylus mabouia 2 10 10

Banded Rubber Frog Phrynomantis bifasciatus 1

Boomslang Dispholidus typus 2

Northern Stripe-bellied Sand Snake Psammophis sudanensis 1
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