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I sit looking out the sixth-floor window of our hotel in La Paz, and I am surrounded by a sight 

like no other: a 360-degree panorama of red and tan brick buildings that line the near circular 

cauldron in which this city lies. It is as if I am looking at a modern-day counterpart of the ancient 

cliff-dwelling Anasazi of Arizona and New Mexico, buildings marching up to the cauldron rim 

one almost on top of another. It is a remarkable city―congested, busy, noisy, and the highest 

elevation capital city in the world. In the eastern background, as if watching over this remarkable 

assemblage of brick that has been pushed upward and now spills westward onto the altiplano in 

the form of the even larger city of Los Altos, is snow-covered Mt. Illimani, almost 19,000 feet 

high and, by any reckoning, one of the highest and most majestic mountains in the Andes. 

   

To the east of the city, we have driven over La Cumbre, the 15,322 feet mountain pass that 

provides a dramatic entrance into the cloud forests and yungas forests of the eastern Andean 

slope of Bolivia. The road from the pass downward is as magnificent as it is rich in diversity of 

bird life, and it ended, for us, at a tranquil and uncommonly pleasant country inn nestled in the 

yungas foothills. The view from my guest room windows at that inn near Coroico was as 

dramatic as the one in La Paz, but of a very different kind—a panorama of forested slopes and 

cloud-filled valleys, and with birds all around the hotel grounds. Without leaving the poolside of 

the beautifully sculptured hourglass pool that graces the front of the inn, we logged such enviable 

species as Versicolored Barbet, Ocellated Piculet, White-backed Fire-eye, Chestnut-crowned 

Becard, Two-banded Warblers, Swallow-Tanagers, Yellow-bellied Siskins, and Double-banded 

Seedeaters, among many others. 

 

Birding and travel in Bolivia, however, are more than simply a birding experience. One cannot 

travel in Bolivia without seeing, indeed rubbing shoulders with, the rich and colorful cultures of 

the lowlands and highlands, traveling some dusty roads, and encountering unexpected 

adventures. This is, in fact, what makes Bolivia so fascinating.  

 

Our trip began in the lowlands at the city of Santa Cruz where a mixture of palm savannas, 

gallery forests, and chaco-like desert scrub interface to bring together a remarkably diverse 

assemblage of birds from diminutive tody-tyrants to five-feet-high rheas. Our visit coincided 

with a huge influx of migrating Eastern Kingbirds that mingled with Chestnut-eared Aracaries 

and various resident birds along riverine forest. 

 

Our route increased in elevation in steps, first to about 5,000 feet in desert-like conditions around 

Comarapa where we saw at least six endangered Red-fronted Macaws, then to over 8,500 feet at 

Cochabamba where we ranged upwards into cloud forests and higher still into Polylepis forest 

and puna grassland, and finally to La Paz at nearly 12,000 feet for the last several days of the trip. 

Here, on the altiplano, we searched for the Titicaca Flightless Grebe at Lake Titicaca, and drove 

higher into the truly rarified air of high puna grasslands and wet bogs at over 16,000 feet—all 

(thanks to our acclimatization) without a hint of discomfort, even at these extreme elevations. 



To say that Bolivia is an easy trip, however, would not be wholly truthful. Some bus drives are 

long, and the solar radiation at high elevations―as well as the thin air―can be tiring. But, there 

is no place quite like Bolivia with its colorful markets, snowy mountain ranges, vast panoramas 

of undisturbed mountain forest, high lakes, deserts, breathtaking scenery at every turn, and large 

numbers of near-endemic birds. It is truly a land of roads less traveled and places less visited. In 

Bolivia you will feel a sense of exploration; that pioneering spirit will creep into your veins and, 

by the end of a trip, you will want to return again. It’s that kind of place.   

 

We hope that you enjoyed the trip, and look forward to seeing all of you again somewhere soon. 

 
ITINERARY: 
Day 1.  Arrival with afternoon birding at the Santa Cruz Botanical Garden 
Day 2.  Morning in vicinity of the Lomas de Arena Provincial Park and afternoon along 
the Rio Piray. 
Day 3.  Travel From Santa Cruz to Comarapa with birding en route. 
Day 4.  Tambo area 
Day 5.  Siberia cloud forest. 
Day 6.  Long travel day from Comarapa to Cochabamba with birding en route. 
Day 7.  The Cochabamba to Villa Tunari road (as far as the bridge washout. 
Day 8.  Cerro Tunari 
Day 9.  The high country of the Villa Tunari road. 
Day 10.  Long travel day from Cochabamba to La Paz with birding en route. 
Day 11.  La Paz to Coroico via the infamous Chuspipata-Coroico road. 
Day 12.  Return to La Paz 
Day 13.  Half-day trip to Lake Titicaca. 
Day 14.  The high country east of La Paz. 
Day 15.  Travel home. 
 
LIST OF MAJOR LOCALITIES AND ELEVATIONS: 
Santa Cruz Botanical Garden (475m) 
Lomas de Arena Provincial Park, Santa Cruz (475 m) 
Río Piray, Santa Cruz (475 m) 
Samaipata Trail and vicinity (760-970m) 
Tambo School (1500m) 
Comarapa (1650m) 
Siberia Forest (2500-2800m) 
Lope Mendoza (2850m) 
Cochabamba (2650m) 
Villa Tunari Rd (Tablas Montes Rd. 2900-3000m) 
Villa Tunari Rd (Cloud forest road, 2600m) 
La Paz (ca. 3600m) 
Altiplano and Lake Titicaca (ca. 3750m) 
Chuspipata (2950m) 
Coroico area (1250 to 1550m) 
Cotapata (3050m) 



La Cumbre (4699m) 
Our highest elevation (ca. 4800m) 
 
 
 
 
 
BIRD LIST AND TRIP REPORT: 
 
* (asterisk) = heard only;  [ ] brackets = seen/hd by S Hilty only.  Initials of participants 
are given for a few species observed by them and not the guide. 
 

Tinamous Tinamidae  
Brown Tinamou Crypturellus obsoletus Siberia (hd); Villa Tunari (hd) 
Tataupa Tinamou Crypturellus tataupa Samaipata foothills; Coroico 
Red-winged Tinamou Rhynchotus rufescens Santa Cruz (4 together!) 
[Ornate Tinamou] Nothoprocta ornate Altiplano (seen only by SH) 
Andean Tinamou Nothoprocta pentlandii Cerro Tunari (3 seen) 
White-bellied Nothura Nothura boraquira Lomas de Arena (1 seen) 
   
Grebes Podicipedidae  
Least Grebe, Tachybaptus dominicus Santa Cruz (building nest) 
White-tufted Grebe Rollandia rolland Lago Alalay; Titicaca 
Titicaca Flightless Grebe 
(Short-winged Grebe) 

Rollandia microptera Lago Titicaca (pair; single 
carrying nest material 

   

Cormorants Phalacrocoracidae  
Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax olivaceus Lago Alalay 
   

Herons Ardeidae  
Whistling Heron Syrigma sibilatrix Santa Cruz 
Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea Lago Titicaca (1 ad.; vagrant 

here) 
Cocoi Heron  Ardea cocoi Santa Cruz 
Great Egret  Egretta alba Santa Cruz; Lago Alalay 
Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis Santa Cruz 
Black-crowned Night-
Heron  

Nycticorax nycticorax Lago Alalay 

   

Ibises Threskiornithidae  
White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi Lago Alalay 
Puna Ibis  Plegadis ridgwayi Altiplano; Titicaca 
   



Vultures Cathartidae  
Black Vulture  Coragyps atratus Santa Cruz to Tambo; Coroico 
Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura All locations up to ca. 2500m 
King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa Samaipata (1 flushed) 
Andean Condor  Vultur gryphus Pojo Valley (6-7 ads. & imms) 
   

Waterfowl Anatidae  
Fulvous Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna bicolor Santa Cruz (seen by some) 
Andean Goose  Chloephaga melanoptera La Cumbre (4400-4800m) 
Speckled Teal  Anas flavirostris Cochabamba; Altiplano; 

Titicaca; La Cumbre 
Crested Duck Lophonetta specularioides La Cumbre 
Yellow-billed Pintail Anas georgica Lago Alalay; Titicaca 
Puna Teal  Anus puna  Lago Alalay; Titicaca 
Cinnamon Teal  Anus cyanoptera Lago Alalay; Titicaca 
Rosy-billed Pochard Netta peposaca Lago Alalay (3 FF; vagrant here) 
Andean (Ruddy) Duck  Oxyura ferruginea Lago Alalay; Titicaca 
   

Hawks Accipitridae  
Swallow-tailed Kite  Elanoides forficatus Villa Tunari Rd. 
Snail Kite  Rostrhamus sociabilis Santa Cruz 
Plain-breasted Hawk  Accipiter ventralis Siberia 
Great Black-Hawk  Buteogallus urubitinga Santa Cruz 
Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis Santa Cruz (Lomas de Arena) 
Roadside Hawk  Buteo magnirostris Santa Cruz; Tambo; Siberia; 

Lope Mendoza (2800m) 
Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus Villa Tunari (3000m; 1 imm 

photographed); N. Amer migr. 
rare this far south 

White-throated Hawk  Buteo albigula Villa Tunari Rd. (1 imm at 
3300m; 1 ad. 3000m) 

Puna (Variable) Hawk Buteo polysoma Altiplano; La Cumbre; Titicaca 
   

Falcons, Caracaras Falconidae  
Mountain Caracara  Phalcoboenus magalopterus Cochabamba through La Paz 

(above 2600m) 
Southern Crested Caracara  Caracara plancus Santa Cruz 
*Barred Forest-Falcon  Micrastur ruficollis Villa Tunari Rd. (1 hd) 
American Kestrel  Falco sparverius Santa Cruz to Altiplano 
Aplomado Falcon  Falco femoralis Altiplano near Titicaca (3) 
   

Cracids Cracidae  
Speckled Chachalaca  Ortalis motmot Santa Cruz; Coroico 



   

Limpkins Aramidae  
Limpkin Aramus guarauna Santa Cruz (Lomas de Arena) 
   

Rails Rallidae  
Rufous-sided Crake  Laterallus melanophaius Botanical Garden 
*Gray-necked Wood-Rail  Aramides cajanea Santa Cruz (hd) 
*Ash-throated Crake Porzana albicollis Lomas de Arena (hd) 
Plumbeous Rail  Rallus sanguinolentus Lago Alalay 
Common  
Gallinule(Moorhen)  

Gallinule chloropus Santa Cruz; Alalay; Titicaca 

Andean (Slate-colored) 
Coot  

Fulica ardesiaca Lagos Alalay & Titicaca 

   

Jacanas Jacanidae  
Wattled Jacana  Jacana jacana Santa Cruz; Lago Alalay 
   

Stilts Recurvirostridae  

White-backed Stilt  Himantopus melanurus (This 
sp. not always split; if 
lumped it becomes H. 
mexicanus) 

Lago Alalay; Lago Titicaca 

   

Plovers Charadriidae  
Pied Lapwing  Hoploxypterus cayanus Lago Alalay (2600m; vagrant 

here) 
Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis Santa Cruz 
Andean Lapwing  Vanellus resplendens  
   
Sandpipers Scolopacidae  
Puna Snipe Gallinago andina La Cumbre (3 at 4750m+)! 
Greater Yellowlegs  Tringa melanoleuca Lago Alalay 
Lesser Yellowlegs  Tringa flavipes Lago Alalay; Titicaca (1 hd) 
Solitary Sandpiper  Tringa solitaria  Santa Cruz 
Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularia Santa Cruz; Lago Alalay 
   

Gulls Laridae  
Andean Gull  Larus serranus Cochabamba to Altiplano (to 

4700m) 
   

Pigeons and Doves Columbidae  
Rock Dove Columba livia All urban areas 
Spot-winged Pigeon  Patagioenas (Columba) Lago Titicaca (highland race) 



maculosa 
Band-tailed Pigeon  Patagioenas (Columba) 

fasciata 
Villa Tunari; Coroico 

Pale-vented Pigeon  Patagioenas (Columba) 
cayennensis 

Santa Cruz 

[Plumbeous Pigeon] Patagioenas (Columba) 
plumbea 

Coroico (1 seen by SH and JP) 

*Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas (Columba) 
subvinacea 

Coroico (hd) 

Eared Dove  Zenaida auriculata All areas up to altiplano 
Picuí Ground-Dove  Columbina picui Santa Cruz 
Bare-faced Ground-Dove  Metriopelia ceciliae Cochabamba to altiplano 
Black-winged Ground-Dove Metriopelia melanoptera Cerro Tunari; Titicaca 
White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi Santa Cruz; Samaipata foothills 
White-faced (Large-tailed) 
Dove 

Leptotila megalura Siberia (1 in flight); also hd. 

*White-throated Quail-
Dove 

Geotrygon frenata Coroico (hd) 

   

Macaws and Parrots Psittacidae  

Red-fronted Macaw (E) Ara rubrogenys Tambo (up to 6 in flight; 1 at 
length in scope) 

Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severa Santa Cruz 
Golden-collared Macaw Primolius (Ara) auricollis Santa Cruz (6 seen in flight) 
Blue-crowned Parakeet Aratinga acuticaudata Santa Cruz to Tambo 
Mitred Parakeet  Aratinga mitrata Samaipata foothills; Tambo 
Dusky-headed Parakeet  Aratinga weddellii Santa Cruz 
Green-cheeked Parakeet Pyrrhura molinae Santa Cruz; Samaipata foothills; 

Villa Tunari; Coroico 
Gray-hooded Parakeet Bolborhynchus aymara Dry highlands from w of Siberia 

to above Cochabamba 
Blue-winged Parrotlet  Forpus xanthopterygius Santa Cruz 
Yellow-chevroned Parakeet Brotogeris chiriri Santa Cruz 
Black-winged Parrot (E) Hapalopsittaca melanotis Villa Tunari (excellent scope 

studies repeatedly) 
Red-billed Parrot  Pionus sordidus Villa Tunari; Coroico 
Scaly-headed Parrot Pionus maximiliani Samaipata foothills 
Scaly-naped Parrot  Amazona mercenaria Villa Tunari (prs flying high; 

never seen well) 
Blue-front. (Turquoise-fr) 
Parrot 

Amazona aestiva Samaipata foothills (scope 
views) 

   



Cuckoos Cuculidae  
Squirrel Cuckoo  Piaya cayana Santa Cruz; Coroico 
Smooth-billed Ani  Crotophaga ani Santa Cruz 
Guira Cuckoo Guira guira Santa Cruz 
Striped Cuckoo  Tapera naevia Santa Cruz (Loma de Arenas) 
   

Owls Strigidae  
*Tropical Screech-Owl Megascops choliba Coroico (hd) 
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum Botanical Garden 
Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia Santa Cruz; Titicaca 
   

 Nightjars Caprimulgidae  

[Band-winged Nightjar] Caprimulgus longirostris Siberia (seen only by SH) 
   
Swifts Apodidae  
White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris Villa Tunari (ca. 3000m) 
[Chestnut-collared Swift?] Cypseloides rutilus Villa Tunari (prob. this sp. with 

prev. sp.) 
Ashy-tailed Swift Chaetura meridionalis Santa Cruz 
White-tipped Swift Aeronautes montivagus Siberia; Villa Tunari (2400m); 

1800m) 
Andean Swift  Aeronautes andecolus W of Cochabamba (2600m) 
   

Hummingbirds Trochilidae  
violetear sp. Colibri (prob. thalassinus) Siberia 
Sparkling Violetear  Colibri coruscans Coroico (a couple seen well) 
Blue-tailed Emerald Chlorostilbon mellisugus Coroico (M briefly) 
Glittering-bellied Emerald Chlorostilbon aureoventris Tambo; Lago Alalay 
White-bellied 
Hummingbird  

Amazilia chionogaster Samaipata; Tambo; Coroico 

Speckled Hummingbird  Adelomyia melanogenys Chuspipata—Coroico Rd. 
(1850m) 

Black-hooded Sunbeam (E) Aglaeactis pamela Siberia area (many!) 
Andean Hillstar Oreotrochilus estella 1F w of Cochabamba (3000+m; 1 

near Pongo (3300m) 
Wedge-tailed Hillstar Oreotrochilus adela Cerro Tunari (2900m) 
Gould’s Inca Coeligena inca Villa Tunari; Coroico 
Violet-throated Starfrontlet Coeligena violifer Siberia (8+); Villa Tunari; 

Coroico 
Great Sapphirewing  Pterophanes cyanopterus Cotapata (brief look 2x) 
Giant Hummingbird  Patagona gigas 1 W of Cochabamba (3000+m) 
Amethyst-throated 
Sunangel  

Heliangelus amethysticollis Villa Tunari (3000m); Cotapata 
(3050m);  



Blue-capped Puffleg Eriocnemis glaucopoides Siberia (1M; ca. 2600m) 
Buff-thighed (Greenish) 
Puffleg 

Haplophaedia (aureliae) 
assimili 

Chuspipata—Coroico Rd 
(2200m) 

Red-tailed Comet Sappho sparganura Near Siberia; Cerro Tunari 
Tyrian Metaltail  Metallura tyrianthina Siberia (95%MM); Villa Tunari 

(mostly FF) 
Scaled Metaltail  Metallura aeneocauda Siberia (1-2); Villa Tunari (1-2) 
Olivaceous Thornbill Chalcostigma olivaceum Above Pongo (3400m) 
Long-tailed Sylph  Aglaiocercus kingi Siberia (2600m) 
Trogons Trogonidae  
Blue-crowned Trogon  Trogon curucui Lomas de Arena (2FF; 1M) 
   

Motmots Momotidae  
Blue-crowned Motmot  Momotus momota Botanical Garden, Santa Cruz 
   

Pied and Green 
Kingfishers 

Cerylidae  

Ringed Kingfisher  Ceryle torquata Botanical Garden, Santa Cruz 
   

Puffbirds Bucconidae  
Spot-backed Puffbird Nystalus maculatus Lomas de Arena (pr) 
   

New World Barbets, 
Toucans 

Ramphastidae  

Versicolored Barbet  Eubucco versicolor Coroico (pr; M studied at length) 
Blue-banded Toucanet  Aulacorhynchus 

coeruleicinctis 
Villa Tunari (1900m); Coroico 
Rd. 

Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis S Cruz (Río Piray (2); Coroico (1) 
   

Woodpeckers Picidae  
Ocellated Piculet Picumnus dorbygnianus Santa Cruz; Tambo; dry 

intermontane valley w of Siberia 
(2700m); Coroico 

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker  Melanerpes cruentatus Botanical Garden (1) 
White-fronted Woodpecker Melanerpes cactorum Tambo area (common) 
Little Woodpecker Veniliornis passerinus Santa Cruz at Río Piray (1) 
Golden-olive Woodpecker  Piculus rubiginosus Coroico 
Golden-breasted Flicker Colaptes melanolaimus Santa Cruz (by some lumped 

with Green-barred Woodpk.) 
Andean Flicker Colaptes rupicola Several highland areas including 

Lago Titicaca; La Cumbre etc. 
Campo Flicker Colaptes campestris Santa Cruz 
Crimson-crested Campephilus melanoleucos Santa Cruz (Río Piray); 1M 



Woodpecker 
Cream-backed 
Woodpecker 

Campephilus leucopogon Above Coroico (ca. 1650m) 

   

Furnariids Furnariidae  
Puna Miner Geositta punensis Lago Titicaca (Pto. Perez) 
Miner sp. (prob. Common) Geositta sp. La Cumbre (4700m) 
Rock Earthcreeper Upucerthia andaecola Lope Mendoza (pr.) 2800m 
Straight-billed Earthcreeper Upucerthia W of Cochabamba (3100m) 
Bolivian Earthcreeper (E) Upucerthia harterti Tambo (scope study) 
Bar-winged Cinclodes  Cinclodes fuscus Throughout higher els. 
White-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes atacamensis Pr. in canyon above Pongo 
Rufous Hornero Furnarius rufus Santa Cruz to Cochabamba 
Brown-capped Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura fuliginiceps W of Cochabamba (3000m+) 
Tawny Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura yanacensis Cerro Tunari; near Pongo 
Wren-like Rushbird Phleocryptes melanops Lago Alalay; Lago Titicaca 
Chotoy Spinetail Schoeniophylax phryganophila Lomas de Arena 
*Ochre-cheeked Spinetail Poecilurus scutatus Samaipata Yungas forest (hd) 
Azara's Spinetail  Synallaxis azarae W of Siberia 92700m); Villa 

Tunari (3000m); Coroico 
Sooty-fronted Spinetail Synallaxis frontalis Tambo 
Light-crowned Spinetail 
(E) 

Cranioleuca albiceps Pr. w of Siberia (2700m); this is 
the “orange” crowned race 

Stripe-crowned Spinetail Cranioleuca pyrrhophia Tambo area (several) 
Yellow-chinned Spinetail Cranioleuca cinnamomea Botanical Gardens (2) 
Black-throated Thistletail 
(E) 

Schizoeaca harterti Villa Tunari (3000m+); Cotapata 
(3050m) 

Rusty-vented Canastero Asthenes dorbignyi Cerro Tunari (2900m); w of 
Cochabamba (3450m) 

Maquis (Iquico) Canastero 
(E) 

Asthenes heterura Lope Mendoza (2850m) 1 seen 
nicely (also called Iquico 
Canastero) 

Scribble-tailed Canastero Asthenes maculicauda Pr near Pongo (3300m) 
Streak-fronted Thornbird Phacellodomus striaticeps W of Siberia; W of Cochabamba 

(3400m) 
Greater Thornbird Phacellodomus ruber Santa Cruz 
Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger Cotapata trail 
*Buff-browed Foliage-
gleaner  

Syndactyla rufosuperciliata Siberia (hd. only) 

   

Woodcreepers Dendrocolaptidae  
*Olivaceous Woodcreeper  Sittasomus griseicapillus Botanical Garden (hd only) 
Buff-throated Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus guttatus Botanical Garden (pr. seen) 



*Straight-billed 
Woodcreeper  

Xiphorhynchus picus Botanical Garden (hd. only) 

Narrow-billed 
Woodcreeper 

Lepidocolaptes angustirostris Tambo area 

Montane Woodcreeper  Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger Santa Cruz; Villa Tunari (pr., 
1970m) 

Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus 
trochilirostris 

Santa Cruz 

   

Typical Antbirds Thamnophilidae  

Giant Antshrike Batara cinerea N of Comarapa (1950m) 
*Chestnut-backed 
Antshrike  

Thamnophilus palliatus Villa Tunari (hd, 1970m) 

Upland Antshrike Thamnophilus aroyae Villa Tunari (1M 2500m!)  
Variable Antshrike  Thamnophilus caerulescens Tambo (F); another above 

Coroico (2000m) 
Rufous-capped Antshrike Thamnophilus ruficapillus Tambo (M seen well) 
White-backed Fire-eye  Pyriglena leuconota Coroico (never seen well at all) 
   
Ground Antbirds Formicariidae  

*Stripe-headed Antpitta Grallaria andicola Hd near Pongo (not responsive) 
Rufous Antpitta Grallaria rufula Villa Tunari (hd); Cotapata (1 

seen beautifully, 3000m) 
Rufous-faced Antpitta Grallaria erythrotis Siberia (1 seen by part of group); 

hd Villa Tunari; above Coroico 
etc. 

   

Tapaculos Rhinocryptidae  

Olive-crown. Crescentchest Melanopareia maximiliani Above Comarapa (seen nicely) 
Trilling Tapaculo Scytalopus parvirostris Villa Tunari (seen briefly, 

3000m); glimpsed Siberia; hd. 
above Coroico (2500m+) 

*Bolivian Tapaculo Scytalopus bolivianus Hd. near Coroico (1650m); part 
of “white-crowned” complex 

*Diademed Tapaculo Scytalopus schulenbergi Hd. Villa Tunari; Cotapata 
Puna Tapaculo Scytalopus simonsi Lope Mendoza (seen well); also 

above Pongo (pr. carrying food) 
   

Flycatchers Tyrannidae  
Southern Beardless 
Tyrannulet  

Camptostoma obsoletum Santa Cruz; Coroico 

Mouse-colored Tyrannulet  Phaeomyias murina Santa Cruz 
Yellow-bellied Elaenia  Elaenia flavogaster Santa Cruz 



White-crested Elaenia  Elaenia albiceps All highland areas (mid els.) 
Highland Elaenia  Elaenia obscura Siberia; Villa Tunari 
Sierran Elaenia  Elaenia pallatangae Siberia; Villa Tunari; Cotapata 
White-crested Tyrannulet Serpophaga subcristata Santa Cruz; w of Cochabamba 

(?) 
White-bellied Tyrannulet or 
Unnamed “Gray-crowned” 
Tyrannulet 

Serpophaga munda/(or sp.? Tambo (prob. also Santa Cruz); 
identity of this taxa not fully 
resolved.  It is different than 
prev. sp. but apparently it is not 
White-bellied Tyrannulet 

Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant Pogonotriccus ophthalmicus Yungas above Samaipata 
Streak-necked Flycatcher  Mionectes striaticollis Villa Tunari; Coroico Rd. 
Tawny-rumped Tyrannulet Phyllomyias uropygialis Coroico Rd. (ca. 2000m) 
Bolivian Tyrannulet Zimmerius bolivianus Villa Tunari (2600-3000m) 
Chaco Suiriri Suiriri suiriri Tambo (building lichen-covered 

cup nest; in eucalyptus fork; 25 
ft up) 

White-throated Tyrannulet  Mecocerculus leucophrys Siberia; Villa Tunari; Cotapata 
White-banded Tyrannulet  Mecocerculus stictopterus Cotapata (1 in mixed spp. flock) 
Plain Tyrannulet  Inezia inornata Santa Cruz (many) 
Greater Wagtail-Tyrant Stigmatura budytoides Tambo; w of Cochabamba to 

2550m el in scrub 
Yellow-billed Tit-Tyrant Anairetes flavirostris Siberia (2500m); Lope Mendoza 

(2800m); Cerro Tunari (3000m) 
Tufted Tit-Tyrant Anairetes parulus Cerro Tunari (2600m); w of 

Cochabamba (3450m); Cotapata 
(build. nest 3050m) 

Many-colored Rush-Tyrant Tachuris rubrigastra Lago Alalay; Titicaca 
Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus 

margaritaceiventer 
Santa Cruz and Tambo (many) 

Ochre-faced Tody-
Flycatcher 

Todirostrum plumbeiceps Villa Tunari Rd.; Coroico Rd. 

Rusty-fronted Tody-
Flycatch. 

Todirostrum latirostris Santa Cruz (Río Piray) 

Yellow-olive Flatbill  Tolmomyias sulphurescens Santa Cruz 
Ochraceous-breasted 
Flycatcher 

Myiophobus 
ochraceiventris 

Cotapata (pr. 3000m) 

Bran-colored Flycatcher  Myiophobus fasciatus Tambo (at dawn; 1600m) 
Cinnamon Flycatcher  Pyrrhomyias cinnamomea Siberia; Villa Tunari; Coroico 

Rd. 
Cliff Flycatcher  Hirundinea ferruginea Comarapa; near Siberia; Villa 

Tunari; Coroico Rd.; pr. nesting 
on hotel ledge in Cochabamba 



Smoke-colored Pewee Contopus fumigatus Villa Tunari (1970m); Coroico 
Rd. (2000m) 

Wood Pewee sp.  Contopus sp. (sordidulus?) Coroico (1500m); n migrant 
Black Phoebe  Sayornis nigricans Samaipata foothills; Villa Tunari; 

Coroico (1300m) 
Vermilion Flycatcher  Pyrocephalus rubinus Santa Cruz 
Golden-browed Chat-
Tyrant 

Ochthoeca pulchella Villa Tunari (2600m); earlier 
placed in genus Silvicultrix 

Rufous-breasted Chat-
Tyrant  

Ochthoeca rufipectoralis Villa Tunari and Coroico Rd 
(2900-3100m; common!) 

D'Orbigny's Chat-Tyrant  Ochthoeca oenanthoides Cerro Tunari (2 at treeline at ca. 
4000m) 

Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant  Ochthoeca fumicolor Cerro Tunari (1 in Polylepis at 
3000+m) 

White-browed Chat-Tyrant  Ochthoeca leucophrys Lope Mendoza (2850m); Cerro 
Tunari 

Black-billed Shrike-Tyrant  Agriornis montana 16km E of Lope Mendoza 
(3000m); 1 near La Cumbre 
(4400m) 

Puna Ground-Tyrant  Muscisaxicola juninensis La Cumbre (4600m) 
Cinereous Ground-Tyrant  Muscisaxicola cinerea La Cumbre (4600m; 1 seen only 

by SH) 
White-fronted Ground-
Tyrant  

Muscisaxicola albifrons La Cumbre (4400m and 4600m) 

Ochre-naped Ground-
Tyrant 

Muscisaxicola flavinucha La Cumbre (4 at 4600m) 

Plumbeous (Andean) 
Tyrant 

Knipolegus signatus W of Siberia (2MM; 2700m+) 

White-winged Black-Tyrant  Knipolegus aterrimus Tambo; Cerro Tunari; E and W 
of Cochabamba; Titicaca 
(generally in high arid areas) 

Yellow-browed Tyrant Satrapa icterophrys Tambo (1 seen well) 
Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosus Santa Cruz 
Rufous Casiornis  Casiornis rufa Santa Cruz; Lomas de Arena, 1 
Dusky-capped Flycatcher  Myiarchus tuberculifer Villa Tunari (1960m) 
Swainson's Flycatcher  Myiarchus swainsoni Santa Cruz 
Short-crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus ferox Santa Cruz 
Great Kiskadee  Pitangus sulphuratus Santa Cruz 
Boat-billed Flycatcher  Megarynchus pitangua Santa Cruz 
Rusty-margined Flycatcher  Myiozetetes cayanensis Santa Cruz 
Golden-crowned Flycatcher  Myiodynastes chrysocephalus Villa Tunari 
Streaked Flycatcher  Myiodynastes maculatus Santa Cruz; Coroico 
[Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes luteiventris Santa Cruz (1 in scope by SH at 



Río Piray; n migrant; not seen by 
any of group) 

*Piratic Flycatcher  Legatus leucophaius Coroico (hd only, 1350-1500m) 
Crowned Slaty-Flycatcher Griseotyrannus 

aurantioatrocristatus 
Santa Cruz area 

Tropical Kingbird  Tyrannus melancholicus Santa Cruz; Coroico 
Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus Santa Cruz (1000+ along Rio 

Piray) 
Fork-tailed Flycatcher  Tyrannus savanna Santa Cruz 

Chestnut-crowned Becard  Pachyramphus castaneus Coroico (1500m; seen well) 
   
Cotingas Cotingidae  
White-tipped Plantcutter Phytotoma rutila Tambo; Lago Alalay (2600m) 
Red-crested Cotinga  Ampelion rubrocristatus Siberia; Cerro Tunari (building 

large stick nest cup, 3800m); 
Villa Tunari 

Band-tailed Fruiteater  Pipreola intermedia Villa Tunari (2600m); Coroico 
Rd. at 3050m 

   
Swallows Hirundinidae  

Brown-chested Martin  Progne tapera Santa Cruz 
Blue-and-white Swallow  Notiochelidon cyanoleuca Most mid-elevations 
Brown-bellied Swallow  Notiochelidon murina Treeline Villa Tunari; Cotapata 
Andean Swallow Hirundo andecola (by some 

placed in genus 
Stelgidopteryx) 

Altiplano areas (common, i.e. 
Cerro Tunari, Titicaca) 

South. Rough-winged 
Swallow  

Stelgidopteryx ruficollis Santa Cruz 

Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica Santa Cruz (common); 
Chuspipata; Titicaca 

   

Pipits Motacillidae  
Short-billed Pipit Anthus furcatus Altiplano near Titicaca 
   

Dippers Cinclidae  
White-capped Dipper  Cinclus leucocephalus Coroico Rd. 
   

Wrens Troglodytidae  
Thrush-like Wren  Campylorhynchus turdinus Botanical Gardens  
Fulvous Wren  Cinnycerthia fulva Coroico Rd (ca. 2000m; 

Sacramento Alto) 
Moustached Wren  Thryothorus genibarbis Samaipata Trail 
House Wren  Troglodytes aedon Almost all els. 



Mountain Wren  Troglodytes solstitialis Siberia and Villa Tunari 
*Gray-breasted Wood-Wren  Henicorhina leucophrys *Villa Tunari; Coroico Rd. 
   

Mockingbirds Mimidae  
Chalk-browed Mockingbird Mimus saturninus Santa Cruz (Lomas de Arena) 
Brown-backed Mockingbird Mimus dorsalis W of Cochabamba (ca. 2900m) 
   

Thrushes Turdidae  
Andean Solitaire  Myadestes ralloides Siberia (hd); Villa Tunari (seen 

well); Coroico Rd. (hd) 
Spotted Nightingale-
Thrush  

Catharus dryas Siberia (hd); Villa Tunari (2 seen 
briefly) 

Swainson’s Thrush Catharus ustulatus Samaipata foothills (several at 
960m); Tambo (1600m); Coroico 
(1350m) 

Pale-eyed Thrush  Platycichla leucops Siberia (1 glimpsed ca. 6x; very 
difficult to see); 2600m 

Chiguanco Thrush  Turdus chiguanco Drier areas from w of Siberia to 
w of Cochabamba 

Great Thrush  Turdus fuscater Humid areas of Villa Tunari; La 
Paz to Coroico Rd; visually 
differs little from prev. sp. 
except slightly darker 

Glossy-black Thrush  Turdus serranus Siberia (scope views); Villa 
Tunari (hd); Coroico Rd  

Rufous-bellied Thrush Turdus rufiventris Samaipata foothills; Tambo 
Creamy-bellied Thrush  Turdus amaurochalinus Santa Cruz; Tambo; Lago Alalay 

(drier areas) 
Black-billed Thrush  Turdus ignobilis Santa Cruz (Botanical Gardens 

etc.) 
   

Gnatcatchers Polioptilidae  
Masked Gnatcatcher  Polioptila dumicola Santa Cruz; Samaipata foothills; 

Tambo 

Jays Corvidae  
Purplish Jay  Cyanocorax cyanomelas Santa Cruz; Samaipata foothills; 

Tambo; Villa Tunari (to 1900m); 
Coroico (1500m) 

Plush-crested Jay Cyanocorax chrysops Samaipata foothills (960m) 
   

Weaver Finches Ploceidae  
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus Almost all towns/urban areas 
   



Vireos Vireonidae  
Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys Villa Tunari (1970m) 
Red-eyed Vireo  Vireo olivaceus Samaipata foothills; Tambo 
Rufous-browed 
Peppershrike  

Cyclarhis gujanensis Santa Cruz; Samaipata foothills; 
Tambo (hd) 

   

Siskins, etc Fringillidae  
Hooded Siskin  Carduelis magellanica Tambo; Siberia; Cochabamba up 

to near altiplano 
Yellow-bellied Siskin Carduelis xanthogastra Coroico (1500m) 
Black Siskin  Carduelis atrata Titicaca (6+ beautifully) 
   

Warblers Parulidae  

Tropical Parula  Parula pitiayumi Santa Cruz to Tambo; Coroico  
Masked Yellowthroat  Geothlypis aequinoctialis Tambo; above Coroico (1650m) 
Slate-throated Whitestart  Myioborus miniatus Villa Tunari (1970m); Coroico 

(1500m)  
Brown-capped Whitestart Myioborus brunneiceps Tambo (to 1800m); Siberia; w of 

Cochabamba (3450m) 
Spectacled Whitestart  Myioborus melanocephalus Siberia; Villa Tunari; Coroico Rd 

(humid higher els) 
Two-banded Warbler  Basileuterus bivittatus Samaipata foothills (960m); 

Coroico (1500m); Yungas zone 
Pale-legged Warbler Basileuterus signatus Siberia (2600m) 
Citrine Warbler  Basileuterus luteoviridis Cotapata (3050m) 
Three-striped Warbler  Basileuterus tristriatus Villa Tunari (1970m; song very 

unlike northern Andean birds) 
   

Bananaquit Coerebidae  
Bananaquit  Coereba flaveola Coroico (1500m) 
   

Tanagers and Allies Thraupidae  
Cinereous Conebill  Conirostrum cinereum Lope Mendoza (2850m); Titicaca 

(3700m) 
Blue-backed Conebill  Conirostrum sitticolor Cotapata (3050m) 
Black-faced Tanager Schistochlamys melanopis Coroico (1300m) 
Common Bush-Tanager Chlorospingus ophthalmicus Siberia; Villa Tunari; Chuspipata 
Orange-browed 
Hemispingus 

Hemispingus superciliaris Cotapata (1 at 3050m) 

Superciliaried Hemispingus Hemispingus superciliaris Cotapata (4-6 in mixed spp. 
flock) 

Drab Hemispingus Hemispingus 
xanthophthalmus 

Cotapata (same as prev. sp) 



Three-striped Hemispingus Hemispingus trifasciatus Cotapata (4+ with prev. 3 spp) 
Rust-and-yellow Tanager  Thlypopsis ruficeps  Siberia; Villa Tunari (to 3000m); 

Coroico Rd. (upper end) 
Black-goggled Tanager Trichothraupis melanops 1 presum. this sp. seen by C 

Cohen in Yungas near Coroico 
(not seen by SH) 

Highland Hepatic-Tanager Piranga lutea 1F at 2850m near Lope Mendoza 
Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo Santa Cruz; Coroico (1500m) 
Sayaca Tanager Thraupis Sayaca All areas up to 2500m 
Blue-capped Thraupis Thraupis cyanocephala Villa Tunari; Coroico Rd 

(common as “dirt”) 
Blue-and-yellow Tanager Thraupis bonariensis Samaipata foothills; Tambo; dry 

areas of Cochabamba 
Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum Coroico (1500m) 
Hooded Mountain-Tanager Buthraupis montana Villa Tunari Rd (2900m); above 

Cotapata (3250m 
Scarlet-bellied Mt-Tanager Anisognathus igniventris Villa Tunari; Cotapata (many) 
(Southern) Blue-winged Mt-
Tanager 

Anisognathus somptuosus 
flavinuchus 

Siberia (singing); Villa Tunari 
(mostly hd); Coroico Rd (hd); 
possible split from N birds 

Golden-collared Tanager Iridosornis jelskii Cotapata (seen 2x briefly) 
Chestnut-bellied Mt-
Tanager 

Delothraupis castaneoventris Cotapata (3-4) 

Purple-throated Euphonia  Euphonia chlorotica Santa Cruz; Tambo; Coroico 
Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris Coroico 
Saffron-crowned Tanager  Tangara xanthocephala Villa Tunari (1900m); Coroico 

Rd (2000-2500m) 
Blue-and-black Tanager Tangara vassorii Villa Tunari; Coroico Rd. 
Swallow-Tanager Tersina viridis Coroico (6+ at 1500m) 
Plush-capped Finch  Catamblyrhynchus 

diadema 
Cotapata (1 at 3050m) 

   

Emberizids Emberizidae  

Red crested Finch Coryphospingus cucullatus Tambo (1M seen well) 
Black-hooded Sierra-Finch Phrygilus atriceps Lope Mendoza; Cerro Tunari; w 

of Cochabamba  
Peruvian Sierra-Finch Phrygilus punensis Titicaca (3750m); La Cumbre 

(4300 m) 
Plumbeous Sierra-Finch Phrygilus unicolor Cerro Tunari; near Pongo 
Ash-breasted Sierra-Finch  Phrygilus plebejus Cerro Tunari (10+) 
Gray-crested Finch Lophospingus griseocristatus Tambo area; w of Cochabamba 

(2550-3000m) 
White-winged Diuca-Finch Diuca speculifera La Cumbre (4300-47750m) 



Short-tailed Finch Idiopsar brachyurus Cerro Tunari (ca. 4000m) 
Rufous-sided Warbling-
Finch 

Poospiza hypochondria E and W of Cochabamba (dry 
zones, 2600-3000m) 

Rusty-browed Warbling-
Finch 

Poospiza erythrophrys Siberia (2500m) 

Ringed Warbling-Finch Poospiza torquata Tambo; Cerro Tunari; w of 
Cochabamba (2550m) 

Black-capped Warbling-
Finch 

Poospiza melanoleuca Tambo 

Cochabamba Mountain-
Finch (E) 

Poospiza garleppi Cerro Tunari (2600m) 

Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina Above Coroico (1650m) 
Double-collared Seedeater Sporophila caerulescens Coroico (1350-1650m) 
White-bellied Seedeater Sporophila leucoptera Santa Cruz 
*Chestnut-bellied Seed-
Finch 

Oryzoborus angolensis Above Coroico (hd; 1650m) 

Band-tailed Seedeater  Catamenia analis Siberia to Pongo (high open els) 
Plain-colored Seedeater  Catamenia inornata Lope Mendoza (2); La Cumbre 

(3800-4000m); open areas 
Paramo Seedeater Catamenia homochroa Cotapata (3200m; forest edge) 
[Rusty Flowerpiercer ] Diglossa sittoides Coroico (seen by SH only) 
Moustached Flowerpiercer  Diglossa mystacalis Cotapata (seen in fog) 
Black-throated 
Flowerpiercer  

Diglossa brunneiventris Titicaca and Pongo 

Gray-bellied Flowerpiercer Diglossa carbonaria Siberia to W of Cochabamba 
(common, 2500-3400m) 

Masked Flowerpiercer  Diglossa cyanea Siberia; Villa Tunari; Cotapata 
Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola S Cruz to w of Cochabamba (up 

to 2800m); Coroico  
Grassland (Misto) Yellow-
Finch 

Sicalis luteola Santa Cruz; 1 in scope at Lomas 
de Arena  

Greenish Yellow-Finch Sicalis olivascens Cerro Tunari (100+) 
Wedge-tailed Grass-Finch Emberizoides herbicola Santa Cruz (Lomas de Arena) 
Great Pampa-Finch Embernagra platensis Siberia (2500m); w of 

Cochabamba 
Red-crested Cardinal Paroaria coronata Santa Cruz 
Red-capped Cardinal  Paroaria gularis Santa Cruz 
Bolivian Brush-Finch (E) Atlapetes boliviana (In past 

most often regarded as a 
race of widespread A. 
rufinucha) 

Almost all mid-el forest zones 

Fulvous-headed Brush-
Finch 

Atlapetes fulviceps Cerro Tunari (2600m) 



Stripe-headed Brush-Finch Atlapetes torquatus Villa Tunari (1970m); briefly by 
part of group 

Saffron-billed Finch Arremon flavirostris Tambo (2 beautifully) 
Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis All foothill and mt. areas 
   

Finches Cardinalidae  

Grayish Saltator Saltator coerulescens Santa Cruz (several) 
*Buff-throated Saltator  Saltator maximus Coroico (hd) 
Golden-billed Saltator  Saltator aurantiirostris Common in dry to arid 

highlands (1600-3400m) 
Rufous-bellied Saltator Saltator rufiventris W of Churo (2800m); Cerro 

Tunari (2600-2800m) 
Black-backed Grosbeak  Pheucticus aureoventris Tambo; Siberia; Villa Tunari; 

Coroico 
Ultramarine Grosbeak Cyanocompsa brissonii Tambo (pair close) 
   

Blackbirds Icteridae  

Yellow-winged Blackbird Agelasticus thilius Lago Titicaca (a dozen or more) 
Bay-winged Cowbird Molothrus badius Tambo; C Tunari; Cochabamba 
Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis S. Cruz; Tambo; Cochabamba 
Epaulet Oriole  Icterus cayanensis Tambo 
Orange-backed Troupial Icterus croconotus Santa Cruz 
Solitary Black-Cacique  Cacicus solitarius Santa Cruz (Lomas de Arena) 
Crested Oropendola  Psarocolius decumanus Santa Cruz; Coroico 
Dusky-green Oropendola  Psarocolius atrovirens Villa Tunari; Coroico Rd. 
Chopi Blackbird Gnorimopsar chopi Santa Cruz (common) 
Bolivian Blackbird (E) Oreopsar bolivianus Cochabamba area including 

Cerro Tunari (2700m) 
 
Taxonomy and order generally follow J. V. Remsen and  M. Traylor, 1989, An annotated 
List of the Birds of Bolivia; or R. S. Ridgely and G. Tudor, 1989 and 1994, The Birds of South 
America, vols. I and II, with some updates from James F. Clements, Birds of the World: A 
Checklist, 2000.  
 
Mammal List: 

*Brown Capuchin Cebus apella Botanical Garden (hd) 
Tayra Eira barbara Siberia forest (seen by FS) 
Cavi sp. Cavia aperea or C. tschudii Tambo area 
Bolivian Squirrel Sciurus ignitus (?) Santa Cruz and Coroico 

area  
 


