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NORTHERN TANZANIA

February 23-March 11, 2014

As has become the routine, virtually the entire group arrived in Tanzania a day early to
recover from the international flights and enjoy some relaxing birding on the lovely
grounds of Ngare Sero Mountain Lodge, an old estate converted to an intimate tourist
lodge. Here, amidst the spectacular gardens and remnant forest bordering a lily-covered
pond and trout stream, we gained an introduction to African birds, including several
species that we would not see elsewhere on the trip. Among our many prizes were such
iconic African birds as African Fish-Eagle and Hamerkop, as well as some confiding
African Black Ducks, spectacular Silvery-cheeked Hornbills, White-eared Barbet,
Mountain and Gray wagtails, and actively nesting Taveta Golden-Weavers and Grosbeak
Weavers. For all of that, the biggest hits may have been the spectacular pair of Giant
Kingfishers and the diminutive, but stunningly gorgeous Malachite Kingfisher. We
topped it off with nice views of an African Wood-Owl, and some extended studies of two
special primates—Guereza Colobus and Blue (Syke’s) Monkey.

Malachite Kingfisher, Ngare Sero Mountain Lodge, Tanzania, Feb 2014 (Kevin J. Zimmer)
Our first “official” day on safari took us to nearby Arusha National Park, lying in the

shadow of Mt. Meru. This park is small, but has many different habitats and offers a
wonderful variety of birds and big game. Topping the highlights here were our superb
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views of Hartlaub’s Turaco and our extended studies of a magnificent juvenile Crowned
Hawk-Eagle, but we also enjoyed the spectacle of alkaline lakes ringed with throngs of
Lesser and Greater flamingos (not to mention lots of Cape Teal), and picking off such
gems as the endemic Pangani Longclaw, White-fronted Bee-eater, Southern Pochard,
Moustached Tinkerbird, Brown-breasted Barbet and many more.

Early the next morning, we drove to Kilimanjaro Airport, where we caught a commercial
flight to Mwanza. From here, it was a two-hour drive to our lovely lodge at Speke Bay,
situated right on the shore of Lake Victoria. After devouring our late lunch of locally
caught tilapia, we ventured forth on a late afternoon bird walk around the lodge grounds.
Highlights came with dizzying speed, from easy-to-see but hard-to-identify Slender-tailed
and Square-tailed nightjars, to incandescent Black-headed Gonoleks, to ridiculously tame
but no less elegant Three-banded (or “Heuglin’s”) Coursers and Spotted Thick-knees. |
lured in a Pearl-spotted Owlet, which, in turn, brought all kinds of smaller birds intent on
mobbing the owl, among them, Silverbirds, Red-chested Sunbirds, and a variety of
weaver species. Before calling it quits for the night, we even picked up a Gray-breasted
Francolin, an endemic of Tanzania. We spent most of the next morning birding on foot
around the lodge, enjoying groups of Pied Kingfishers and Water Thick-knees, a very
responsive Dideric Cuckoo, and flashy Slender-billed, Northern Brown-throated, Golden-
backed, and Black-headed weavers.
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Three-banded Courser, Speke Bay, Tanzania, Feb 2014 (Kevin J. Zimmer)

After lunch, we headed east to begin our Serengeti adventure. We had a long way to go to
reach Seronera Lodge, so this first drive through the western corridor of the park
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provided more of an introduction than anything, Wwhat an introduction it was! After
securing nice studies of the highly localized KapgamApalis, we followed with a

raucous trio of Eastern Plantain-eaters, a riviéiofthippos and crocodiles, three species
of bustards, three species of whydahs (Pin-talledtern Paradise, and Steel-blue, all in
breeding plumage), a Black Coucal, a Serval the¢ gmief views, and, when we were
just minutes away from our lodge, a magnificentpaal, bathed in late afternoon sun, as
it straddled a bare limb.

Leopard, Serengeti NP, Tanzania, Feb 2014 (Kevin Zimmer)

The next two days were ones of high adventure,eaw/@re treated to two more Leopard
encounters, a lone Cheetah, and a couple of gwfugsns, one band of which had gone
off-script by climbing a tree. There were herdelgphants, all of the expected ungulates
and other big game, startlingly colorful Agama ks and birds galore. We also spent
one afternoon’s game drive getting way too famiah tsetse flies, the pesky scourge
of the migratory herds of big game. If | had tokpécsingle highlight though, it would be
the amazing Serval that crossed the dirt tracletwben our two Land Cruisers, only to
stop, cross again, and then stroll toward thevehicle after the lead vehicle had turned
around and come back. The long-legged, big-eareentied up walking right past our
Land Cruiser, at distances nearly too close todam By midday of our second day, we
had exited the park at Naabi Hills, but not befemeountering some impressively
immense herds of migratory wildebeest and zebrasn Naabi Hills, we made our way
across the dusty Naabi-Ndutu Triangle Plains totN@afari Lodge, our home for the
next three nights.
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