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This was my 14th Spain tour—and it still brought surprises and new birds. Although this tour is so finely honed now 
that it would be difficult to improve upon, Alberto, my steadfast Spanish co-leader, and I always rack our brains to 
tweak the itinerary into something even more productive without excessive travel schedules. While all the sought-after 
species are nowadays just about guaranteed, and we know precisely when and where we’ll find them, there are odd, 
quirky, and unexpected sightings to keep Alberto and I as keen as ever to run this delightful tour. 
 
During our stay on the Spanish steppes, in the cool dawn redolent with the fragrance of crushed herbs, as the sun cast 
orange and ochre patterns on the mesas, we stood quietly, listening and looking for the elusive Dupont’s Lark. A 
wonderfully enigmatic “LBJ with attitude,” this bird’s world range is confined to central Iberia and a small area in 
northern Africa—and declining all the while as its habitat is destroyed by conversion into unneeded cereal fields. This 
was the only mandatory early rise of a fairly laid-back tour, because this wistful little lark sings its plaintive song only 
before and just after dawn. It usually sings from the sparse saltbush cover that is its entire life. We watched with 
patience, and it eventually made a move, sat atop a 6-inch-high shrub, and gave us that most precious and privileged 
view before slipping away into obscurity again. Into this hallowed vigil interjected the most bizarre (almost crude) 
sight and sound, as the throbbing hum of a huge, white Mute Swan flew directly overhead in this waterless semi-desert 
landscape! Alberto and I were speechless with mirth. The localized, globally threatened, and secretive Dupont’s Lark is 
found virtually every year in this one spot; the swan was our first ever on this tour. Which was the rarer bird? 
 
On the last day of an excellent tour we experienced another of those odd moments that make birding such a fascinating 
experience. Working our way up through the wetlands of the Ebro Delta, we had stunning views of Little Bitterns, 
Collared Pratincoles, Pied Avocets, and Slender-billed and Audouin’s gulls—all the riches and specialties of this great 
birding region, and especially exciting for a group of American birders fairly new to Europe. A phone call from what 
exists of the birding grapevine in Spain alerted us to something technically far more special. We pulled up to a tidal 
inlet full of glorious breeding-plumaged Curlew Sandpipers and Little Stints, and in their midst was a Wilson’s 
Phalarope—only the second or third record for Spain. I was elated; the group was politely interested to see this virtual 
“yard bird” somewhere different. Birding is a very personal experience! 
 
In between these extremes were moments that we all agreed were A-1/first-rate/top notch memorable: phenomenal 
aerial displays from a pair of close Spanish Eagles in Monfrague; a Bonelli’s Eagle on its nest; the high Pyrenean 
picnic with virtually hand tame Alpine Accentors, Ring Ouzels singing around us, and immense wheeling flocks of 
Yellow-billed Choughs in the air; finally finding good looks at that most special of raptors, the Lammergeier, at a spot 
where Alberto’s colleague (who is studying the species) provides the occasional handout of old bones; the flamboyant 
pink and black flights of sunlit Greater Flamingos and the equally dazzling Wallcreeper for the hardy few who 
persisted in that particular quest; the ethereal Barn Owl feeding young in the ancient church tower after we’d found that 
wonderful Red-necked Nightjar which so beautifully sat on the track in our headlights; and flocks of 35 Great Bustards 
in flight, gently grouped and feeding, can’t be forgotten. All in such wonderfully rich and historic settings, and with 
time to enjoy both the birds and their environment—how many stops did we make for photos of those unbelievably 
dense fields of intensely red poppies? 
 



COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Grebes Podicipedidae

1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 10 5
2 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 15 * 10
3 Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 6

Cormorants & Shags Phalacrocoracidae
4 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 1

Herons, Bitterns & Egrets Ardeidae
5 Gray Heron Ardea cinerea 1 2 4 6 * *
6 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 1 1 2 15 5
7 Great Egret Ardea alba 4 1
8 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 1 10 5 * *
9 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 25 10
10 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis * * 3 5
11 Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 20 5
12 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 2 2

Storks Ciconidae
13 Black Stork Ciconia nigra 1 8 2
14 White Stork Ciconia ciconia * * * * * * *

Ibises & Spoonbills Threskiornithidae
15 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 2

Flamingos Phoenicopteridae
16 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 350 *

Swans, Geese & Ducks Anatidae
17 Mute Swan Cygnus olor 1
18 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 6
19 Gadwall Anas strepera 1 50 15
20 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos * * * * *
21 Northern Pintail Anas acutta 1 1
22 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 5 1 1
23 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina * * *
24 Common Pochard Aythya ferina 6

Hawks, Eagles & Kites Accipitridae
25 European Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus 1
26 Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus 1 2
27 Red Kite Milvus milvus 1 1 2 2 3
28 Black Kite Milvus migrans 8 15 * * * * 2 5 * 1 10 8
29 Lammergeier Gypaetus barbatus 1 3 3
30 Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus 2 1 2 1 4 2
31 Eurasian Griffon Gyps fulvus 20 * * * * * * * * * * *
32 Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus 5
33 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus 1 1 1 3 1
34 Western Marsh-Harrier Circus aeruginosus 1 1 4 1 2
35 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 1 2 2 3 1
36 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 1
37 Eurasian Buzzard Buteo buteo 2 1 2 1 4 2 1
38 Spanish Eagle Aquila adalberti 1 2 2
39 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 1 1
40 Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciatus 1 2
41 Booted Eagle Aquila pennatus 1 1

Falcons & Caracaras Falconidae
42 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni 5 2 5 6
43 Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 2 1 1 1 2 1
44 Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo 1



COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
45 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus h

Pheasants & Partridges Phasianidae
46 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa h 4 10 2 2
47 Common Quail Coturnix coturnix h 1 h

Rails, Gallinules & Coots Rallidae
48 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus h 2 1
49 Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio 1 15 5
50 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 1 2 1 2 * *
51 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 20 * * *

Bustards Otididae
52 Great Bustard Otis tarda 55
53 Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax 1 h

Oystercatchers Haematopodidae
54 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 1

Avocets & Stilts Recurvirostridae
55 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 2 10 * *
56 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 35 35

Thick-knees Burhinidae
57 Eurasian Thick-knee Burhinus oedicnemus 1 4

Pratincoles & Coursers Glareolidae
58 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 10 20

Plovers & Lapwings Charadriidae
59 Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola 4
60 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 3
61 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 1 2
62 Snowy Plover Charadrius alexandrinus * *

Sandpipers & Allies Scolopacidae
63 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 2
64 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 1
65 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 4
66 Common Redshank Tringa totanus 1 10 *
67 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 20
68 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 1 1
69 Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos 1 h
70 Red Knot Calidris canutus 4
71 Sanderling Calidris alba 15 25
72 Little Stint Calidris minuta 15
73 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 150
74 Dunlin Calidris alpina 10
75 Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 1

Gulls Laridae
76 Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii * * *
77 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis 1 * * *
78 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus * * *
79 Slender-billed Gull Larus genei * *
80 Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 1 1

Terns Sternidae
81 Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica 25
82 Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 2 8
83 Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 10 15
84 Common Tern Sterna hirundo * *
85 Little Tern Sterna albifrons 50 *
86 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus * *
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Sandgrouse Pteroclidae

87 Pin-tailed Sandgrouse Pterocles alchata 12
88 Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis 5 11

Pigeons & Doves Columbidae
89 Rock Pigeon Columba livia * * * * * * * * * *
90 Stock Dove Columba oenas 6
91 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 8 2 4 2 5 5 2 6 2
92 Eurasian Turtle-Dove Streptopelia turtur h 1 1 3 1
93 Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto * * * * * * * * * * *

Cuckoos Cuculidae
94 Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius 5
95 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus h h h h h h 1 h 2 1

Barn Owls Tytonidae
96 Barn Owl Tyto alba 1

Typical Owls Strigidae
97 Eurasian Eagle-Owl Bubo bubo 1
98 Tawny Owl Strix aluco h 1 h h
99 Little Owl Athene noctua h 3

Nightjars & Allies Caprimulgidae
100 Red-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus ruficollis 2

Swifts Apodidae
101 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 6 10 10
102 Common Swift Apus apus * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
103 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus 4

Kingfishers Alcedinidae
104 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 2

Bee-eaters Meropidae
105 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 10 20 * * * * * * h

Rollers Coraciidae
106 European Roller Coracias garrulus 2 1

Hoopoes Upupidae
107 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops h h 2 5 1 5 1

Woodpeckers & Allies Picidae
108 Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla h h h
109 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 1 1 h h
110 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius 1

Larks Alaudidae
111 Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra 2 10 * *
112 Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla 10 * * 5
113 Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens * *
114 Dupont's Lark Chersophilus duponti h 1
115 Crested Lark Galerida cristata 10 * * * * * 3 * * *
116 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae 5 10
117 Wood Lark Lullula arborea 2 2
118 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis 1 2

Swallows Hirundinidae
119 Bank Swallow Riparia riparia * *
120 Eurasian Crag-Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris * 10 5 * * * * *
121 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
122 Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica *
123 House Martin Delichon urbica * * * * * * * * * * * *

Wagtails & Pipits Motacillidae
124 White Wagtail Motacilla alba 2 1 2 2 2 2 2 2
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125 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 10 5
126 Gray Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 2
127 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris 2 2 1
128 Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta h 3

Kinglets Regulidae
129 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus 1 1

Dippers Cinclidae
130 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus 2

Wrens Troglodytidae
131 Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 1 1 h h

Accentors Prunellidae
132 Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris 2
133 Dunnock Prunella modularis 1 4 h

Thrushes & Allies Turdidae
134 Rufous-tailed Rock-Thrush Monticola saxatilis 1
135 Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitarius 2 1
136 Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 2
137 Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula 4 2 2 2 2 6 6 * 5
138 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 3 1
139 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 1 2 2 1

Cisticolas & Allies Cisticolidae
140 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis h h h * *

Old World Warblers Sylviidae
141 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 1 1 h 1 h 1 h
142 Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides h 1 2
143 Eurasian Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus h h h 5 2
144 Great Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 1 h 2 1 10 2
145 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta 1 15
146 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 3 10 1
147 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 1 h
148 Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli h * h
149 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 1 1 h 1 1 1 2
150 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 1
151 Greater Whitethroat Sylvia communis 1 1 2
152 Western Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis 1 h 1 h h
153 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 1
154 Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans h 4 1 h
155 Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata 1
156 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata 2

Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae
157 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 6 4
158 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 4 1
159 European Robin Erithacus rubecula 1 h
160 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos h h h h 1 h 1 2 1 1
161 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 1 1 h 1 10 4 1 1
162 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 2
163 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 5 2 3
164 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola 1 1 1 1
165 Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura 1
166 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 3 15 6
167 Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica 5 1 1

Parrotbills Paradoxornithidae
168 Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus 1
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Long-tailed tits Aegithalidae

169 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 2 h h h
Chickadees & Tits Paridae

170 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris 2
171 Coal Tit Periparus ater 2 4 h
172 Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus 3 h h
173 Great Tit Parus major 2 2 1 2 1 2 * * *
174 European Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 6 5 4 2 * * *

Nuthatches Sittidae
175 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea 1 1

Wallcreeper Tichodromidae
176 Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria 1

Creepers Certhiidae
177 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla 1 h h h h

Penduline Tits Remizidae
178 Eurasian Penduline-Tit Remiz pendulinus 1 1 h

Old World Orioles Oriolidae
179 Eurasian Golden-Oriole Oriolus oriolus h h h h

Shrikes Laniidae
180 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 1
181 Southern Gray Shrike Lanius meridionalis 1
182 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 2 2 1 5 10

Crows, Jays & Magpies Corvidae
183 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 2 h h h 2 1
184 Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cyana 20 5 6 6
185 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica * * * * * * * * * * * 10 *
186 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 2 4 10 20
187 Yellow-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus 350
188 Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula 6 * 2 10 * *
189 Carrion Crow Corvus corone 2 2 4 * * 1 5 2 *
190 Common Raven Corvus corax 2 1 1 1 4 8 2 2 2

Starlings Sturnidae
191 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 1
192 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor * * * * * * * * * * *

Old World Sparrows Passeridae
193 House Sparrow Passer domesticus * * * * * * * * * * * * *
194 Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 6 4
195 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 6
196 Rock Petronia Petronia petronia 15 h 2

Siskins, Crossbills & Allies Fringillidae
197 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 5 * 6 * * * * * 5
198 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra h h 10
199 European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 2 h 2 2 h
200 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 5 2 6 8 * 10
201 Eurasian Linnet Carduelis cannabina 2 2 3 2 6 5 h
202 European Serin Serinus serinus * 4 2 * 5 * 10
203 Citril Finch Serinus citrinella 2 2

Buntings, Sparrows & Allies Emberizidae
204 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 1
205 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus 1 h 4 h 1
206 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia 1
207 Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 1
208 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra * * * * * * h * * *
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OTHER WILDLIFE

Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 3 3
Wild Boar Sus scrofa 1
Chamois Rupicapra rupicapra 20
European Hare Lepus europaeus. 2
European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 1 5 1
Alpine Marmot Marmota marmota 1
Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 1 2
Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 1
Ocellated Lizard Lacerta lepida 1


