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Australia 2006

As a born and bred Australian from way back—of dubious convict ancestory, no less—I sometimes forget what a
brilliant place | live in! This really is a special tour that takes us to many of this country’s finest wild places. Truly
astonishing scenery accompanied by an array of colourful, remarkable, and unique birds, mammals, and reptiles
ensure this tour will be one of the most memorable and rewarding tours a birder can undertake. With over 350
endemic birds, a birding trip to Australia feels like all one’s Christmases have come at once! The oldest and
driest continent, Australia is truly an extraordinary place with a flora and fauna to match. A two or a four-week trip
to Australia will inevitably only scratch the surface—an appetizer that is sure to tempt one to seek more. | have
lived here all my life and traveled all around the country, but my homeland never ceases to amaze and enthrall
me.

Our tour was basically divided into two very contrasting sections; from the cool, green surrounds of Sydney, we
were transported into the very hot and humid Top End—the name given to the northern half of the Northern
Territory, Australia’s most remote and least populated region. From the most populous part of this land of wide,
open spaces we found ourselves in sleepy Darwin, the capital of the Northern Territory where the population is
only about 1% of that of the whole of Australia. The transition from the lush, steamy tropical environment of the
north to the semi-arid mulga scrubs, mallee, and sand dunes of the Centre is quite remarkable. For many
Australians, the Red Centre (Ayers Rock in particular), is the heart and soul of our national identity. Although in
recent years there have been more and more visitors to this remarkable monolith, it remains a very moving
experience; maybe it is because we know that we are standing in the exact center of the continent, or is it that we
have spent hours and hours traveling through a flat, featureless landscape to find ourselves confronted with this
awesome spectacle? Either way, it is an appropriate finale to a tour full of fabulous experiences.

One of the features of birding in Australia is that there is never a dull moment. Even if there is a lull in the birding,
others will step up to the plate! We braved some rough weather on our pelagic trip, but just when we thought the
day was over and we couldn’t do any better than our close views of breathtaking Wandering Albatrosses in flight,
we almost literally ran into a pair of humpback whales. An hour later we had to tear ourselves away, as they
breached continually right before our eyes! All thoughts of seasickness were forgotten. In the Capertee Valley we
found a pair of one of Australia’s most endangered species, the Regent Honeyeater. What a bittersweet
experience to see this once common and gorgeous bird in its natural environment, knowing that it may go extinct
in our lifetimes.

There can't be too many capital cities with such incredible birding! Our day birding around Darwin was one of the
most memorable of the tour—non stop action all the way, especially at Howard Springs where we found Rainbow
Pittas in pest proportions! Just when we’re thinking it doesn’t get much better, we find one of the world’s largest
owls in the botanic gardens, Beach Thick-knees came close to investigate us, and a Gray Goshawk was found
nesting in a backyard on a quiet street. Agile wallabies lazing in suburban parks merely added to the remarkable
ambience of this rapidly changing town.

Kakadu is one of those places justifiably renowned world-wide for its amazing scenery and profusions of
wildlife—wetlands literally teeming with thousands of whistling-ducks, pelicans, and cute pygmy-geese delighted
us all. But the best of all was a huge croc devouring an equally huge Arafura Filesnake! Not as easy for the croc
(or the snake for that matter) as you might think. The Yellow Water Billabong boat trip lived up to expectations,
for sure.

Never say | don't take you to all the best places! It used to be any easy matter to visit the wonderful Alice Springs
sewage works, but recent paranoia about litigation has seen it become a much more complex process. The effort
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was well worth it, however, with impressive congregations of Red-necked Avocets, Black-tailed Native-hens, and
wildfowl—including the celebrated Pink-eared Duck (did anyone see a pink ear?). Being dive-bomed by
aggressive nesting avocets was surely a new experience for me, too! A neat Australian Pratincole was a fitting
end to our day out in the picturesque MacDonnell Ranges.

Judging by the jovial atmosphere around the dinner table each night, and general reactions and comments, this
tour was thoroughly enjoyed by all. As a leader it is a great pleasure to enjoy the company of such a fine group!
Many thanks to you all for your friendship and great company. I'd especially like to thank Dion for his help on the
Sydney pelagic—he’s a much better sailor than I'll ever be, and a really great seabirder. Thanks to my friend
Niven McCrie for his helpful advice and good company in Darwin. We shouldn’t forget our drivers and in
particular Quinton, our driver in the Top End. He was more than just our driver though; he turned out to be an
enthusiastic spotter and | hope he will, in time, become a fully-fledged birder. Most importantly | hope you
enjoyed the trip—the scenery, the food and wine, the laughs and, not least, the birds! | look forward to seeing you
all again some time soon.

Susan Myers

Azure Kingfisher Susan Myers © 2006
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22 September

23 September

24 September

25 September

26 September

27 September

28 September

29 September

30 September

1 October

2 October

3 October

4 October

5 October

6 October

Diary
Centennial Gardens and the Royal Botanic Gardens of Sydney.

Royal National Park — visiting Wattle Forest and Lady Carrinton Drive in the Audley area,
Wattamola and the heathlands of Black Gin Ridge, and the Bola Creek picnic area at the
other end of Lady Carrington Drive.

Sydney pelagic boat trip on the “Halicat” departing from Rose Bay.

Drive from Sydney to Lithgow via Katoomba in the Blue Mountains; afternoon in the
Capertee Valley visiting Glenowlan Creek.

Morning in the Capertee Valley visiting Coco Creek, Crown Station Road, Glen Davis and
Glen Alice. Afternoon at Pierce’s Pass in the Blue Mountains off the Bell's of Line Road.

Flight from Sydney to Darwin (on an international flight bound for Mumbai, Indial);
afternoon at Darwin Botanic Gardens and East Point.

A full day birding at various sites around Darwin, with Niven McCrie a local birder. We
visited Palmerston sewage works, Howard Springs, and Knuckey’s Lagoons. In the
afternoon we visited Buffalo Lagoon and Lee Point.

After a stop at the delightful Humpty Doo for breakfast, we birded Fogg Dam before
proceeding to Kakadu National Park with stops at Adelaide River bridge, Mary River
excavation pits, Bird Lagoon, and Mamukala Wetlands. Overnight at Cooinda.

A two hour morning cruise onm Yellow Water, before a quick visit to Mardugal and on to
Nourlangie and Bardedijilidji (bar-de-jilly-jy).

An early morning visit to Nourlangie (where we had the place to ourselves for 2 hours!) and
Nawurlandja, return to Cooinda for lunch; afternoon drive to Katherine via Pine Creek for
lots of Hooded Parrots!

A long day out to Timber Creek with birding at Victoria River Crossing, and every creek
crossing thereafter. After a (surprisingly) pleasant lunch with Great Bowerbirds at Timber
Creek we birded at Timber Creek Airfield, Bullita Road and finally at Humbles Creek.

After a morning visit to Chinaman Creek we travelled from Katherine to Darwin with a quick
trip along the Edith Falls entrance road.

A full day out in the MacDonnell Ranges National Park with birding at Simpson’s Gap,
Ellery Creek, Ochre Pits and Glen Helen where we had lunch.

Drive from Alice Springs to Ayers Rock (Uluru) with numerous stops en route, notably near
Erldunda. Evening at Ayers Rock to watch the sunset.

Morning at Ayers Rock to watch the sunrise and then to the Olgas before flying out to
Melbourne or Sydney.
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BIRDS
NON-PASSERINES

Little Penguin Eudyptula minor
three birds bobbing around in the choppy waters of Sydney Harbour were seen with difficulty from our boat as we
lunched.

Australasian Grebe Tachybaptus novaehollandiae
a few in Sydney and surrounds; four at Palmerston sewage ponds.

Hoary-headed Grebe Poliocephalus poliocephalus
Alice Springs sewage ponds.

Wandering Albatross Diomedea exulans
wonderful close views of this amazing bird as they came into burley on our pelagic trip out of Sydney.

Black-browed Albatross Thalassarche melanophris
just one, seen well on our pelagic trip.

Yellow-nosed Albatross Thalassarche chlororhynchos
a total of six on the pelagic trip.

Great-winged Petrel Pterodroma macroptera
one on the pelagic trip.

Providence Petrel Pterodroma solandri
very common the Sydney pelagic trip.

Flesh-footed Shearwater Puffinus carneipes
a total of four observed.

Wedge-tailed Shearwater Puffinus pacificus
hundreds seen on the Sydney pelagic.

Short-tailed Shearwater Puffinus tenuirostris
just two on the Sydney pelagic.

Hutton's Shearwater Puffinus huttoni
possibly seen on the Sydney pelagic.

Fluttering Shearwater Puffinus gavial
one on the Sydney pelagic.

Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatus
up to 20 at Centennial Park, Sydney; at least 1000 at the Mamukala wetlands, Kakadu; a few at various wetlands
in Kakadu.

Australasian Gannet Morus serrator
quite common in waters off Sydney.

Little Black Cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris
seen on a humber of occasions around Sydney and in the Top End.

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
only seen at Centennial Park, Sydney.

Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax varius
one seen at Rose Bay as we boarded our boat for the pelagic trip.

Little Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax melanoleucos
quite common almost throughout.

Darter Anhinga melanogaster
a few in the Sydney area; very common in the Top End.
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White-necked Heron Ardea pacifica
a total of three birds were seen over a as many days in the Northern Territory.

Great-billed Heron Ardea sumatrana
one seen very briefly at Humbles Creek, unfortunately leader only.

Great Egret Ardea alba
common in the Top End.

Pied Heron Ardea picata
very common in the Top End, where seen dalily.

Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia
a few in the Top End.

White-faced Heron Egretta novaehollandiae
one at Wattle Forset in Royal National Park; quite a few around Alice Springs.

Little Egret Egretta garzetta
very common in the Top End.

Eastern Reef Egret Egretta sacra
many seen on the rocky shores around Darwin.

Cattle Egret Ardea ibis
quite common and widespread in the Top End.

Striated Heron Butorides striata
just one at East Point, Darwin.

Rufous Night-Heron Nycticorax caledonicus
huge numbers around Fogg Dam, Mamukala and Yellow Water, where there was a preponderance of juveniles,
in the Top End.

Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus

a great trip for this increasingly scarce and spectacular bird, we had a total of 20 birds over four days at
Knuckey's Lagoon and in the Kakadu National Park. Recent research has shown that the Black-necked Stork
has declined across Australia by more than 20% in the last 20 years.

Australian White Ibis Threskiornis molucca
seen almost daily except at Ayers Rock.

Straw-necked Ibis Threskiornis spinicollis
two at Centennial Park in Sydney were a slightly unusual sighting; very common in the Northern Territory.

Glossy lbis Plegadis falcinellus
great views of one bird on Yellow Water Billabong, Kakadu.

Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia
a handful were seen in the Kakadu area.

Yellow-billed Spoonbill Platalea flavipes
just seen briefly at a small dam as we made our way through the traffic of the Sydney suburbs.

Magpie Goose Anseranas semipalmata
this very unusual and spectacular bird was seen daily in the Top End.

Plumed Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna eytoni
huge numbers of this and many other waterbirds were seen in the Top End as the area dries out rapidly at the
end of the Dry Season leading to spectacular congregations at any remaining wetlands.

Wandering Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna arcuata
thouasands and thousands at Mamukala wetlands created an incredible spectacle.

Black Swan Cygnus atratus
quite a few at Centennial Park, Sydney and at the Alice Springs sewage ponds.
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Radjah Shelduck Tadorna radjah
common in the Top End although not in the numbers seen for other waterfowl.

Green Pygmy-goose Nettapus pulchellus
one at Knuckey’s Lagoon in Darwin; up to 500 on the Mamukala lagoon; many at various other wetlands in
Kakadu.

Australian Wood Duck Chenonetta jubata
this unusual duck favours small farm dams and is very common in rural New South Wales.

Grey Teal Anas gracilis
Centennial Park, Sydney; Alice Springs sewage ponds.

Chestnut Teal Anas castanea
two seen at Centennial Park and two more in Rose Bay, Sydney.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos (introduced)
just one at Centennial Park (also another probable hybrid with Pacific Black Duck).

Pacific Black Duck Anas superciliosa
the Pac Black is widespread and we saw it almost daily where suitable habitat exists.

Pink-eared Duck Malacorhynchus membranaceus
although the name is somewhat bizarre, we eventually had some great views of this handsome waterfowl at the
Alice Springs sewage ponds. A better name would be the old one — Zebra Duck.

Hardhead Aythya australis
Centennial Park; Knuckey's Lagoon; Alice Springs sewage ponds.

Osprey Pandion haliaetus
one seen by Lee at the Palmerston sewage works (but after that Brolga, can we believe him?!).

Pacific Baza Aviceda subcristata
brilliant scope views of a pair in the car park at Howard Springs.

Black-breasted Buzzard Hamirostra melanosternon
the last great bird of our trip with great views at close quarters of a quartering bird over the sunset car park at
Ayers Rock.

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus axillaris
surprisingly, only two seen en route to Capertee Valley.

Black Kite Milvus migrans
very common to abundant in the Northern Territory.

Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus
not in quite the same numbers as the above but still very common in the Northern Territory.

Brahminy Kite Haliastur Indus
a total of three seen in the Darwin area.

White-bellied Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster
Royal National Park; Sydney Harbour; Lee Point; a high count of six on the Yellow Water Billabong.

Swamp Harrier Circus approximans
one was seen over heathland in Royal National Park.

Spotted Harrier Circus assimilis
superb views of one of the world’s most handsome raptors as we watched one quartering low grassland on the
Victoria Highway near the Victoria River Crossing.

Grey Goshawk Accipiter novaehollandiae

thanks to some info from Niven, we were able to watch a bird attending a nest in a quiet street in a Darwin
suburb — only to find ourselves the subject of a video being made by a local twitcher-watcher! Of course, we put
on an award winning performance!
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Brown Goshawk Accipiter fasciatus
rather poor views of a single bird disappearing over the horizon on the road north of Katherine.

Collared Sparrowhawk Accipiter cirrhocephalus
a single bird seen at the Glen Helen Gorge, Alice Springs.

Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax
up to four birds were observed in the Capertee Valley, while we saw a few in the Katherine area and found them
to be reasonably common on the road from Alice to Ayers Rock.

Little Eagle Hieraaetus morphnoides
up to three seen in the Capertee Valley.

Nankeen Kestrel Falco cenchroides
quite common in the Capertee Valley and the Red Centre.

Brown Falcon Falco berigora
a number of sightings in the Capertee Valley, Top End and Red Centre.

Black Falcon Falco subniger
good views of one in flight south of Cooinda in Kakadu.

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
we saw one distant bird in flight at East Point, Darwin.

Orange-footed Scrubfowl Megapodius reinwardt
the chook’s numbers have really exploded in recent years and they can now be seen everywhere in Darwin — not
just in parks and gardens but feeding on the roadsides and road divides.

Brown Quail Coturnix ypsilophora
super looks at a covey of eight birds on the roadside on our way back from Timber Creek; also a couple at
Chinaman Creek.

Chestnut-backed Button-quail Turnix castanota
a small group flushed from long grass out the back of Chinaman Creek in the Top End.

Brolga Grus rubicunda
four magnificent birds seen on the Yellow Water boat trip.

Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus philippensis
a rather tame bird was seen foraging on the path at the Sydney Botanic Gardens — right near Jill and Sandra’s
frogmouth!

White-browed Crake Porzana cinerea
in response to playback at least 20 birds started calling frantically and we were able to observe at least three
birds really well at Fogg Dam in the Top End.

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio
Centennial Park; Royal National Park; Fogg Dam; Alice Springs sewage works.

Dusky Moorhen Gallinula tenebrosa
Centennial Park; Royal National Park

Black-tailed Native-hen Gallinula ventralis
remarkably common at Alice Springs sewage works this year with at least 50 birds recorded.

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra
Centennial Park and Alice Springs sewage works.

Australian Bustard Ardeotis australis
one fabulous bird was spotted as we drove along the Victoria Highway on our return from Timber Creek. We
were able to get quite close and take some photos of this very impressive bird.

Comb-crested Jacana Irediparra gallinacean
a personal favourite and quite common at wetlands in the Top End.
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Sooty Oystercatcher Haematopus fuliginosus
four birds in flight on Sydney Harbour.

White-headed Stilt Himantopus leucocephalus
Sydney; Yellow Water billabong; Alice Springs sewage works.

Red-necked Avocet Recurvirostra novaehollandiae
many birds seen at Alice Springs sewage works; clearly many were protecting nests as we were dive-bombed
repeatedly by a number of birds, aiming right at us and veering off at the last minute.

Bush Stone-curlew Burhinus grallarius
isn’'t this a sensational bird?! A family group of three have made their home in the car park of Pee Wee’s
Restaurant — one of many good reasons for an evening out at this delightful spot.

Beach Stone-curlew Esacus neglectus

we were thrilled to find this scarce species on the rocky seashore at Lee Point in Darwin; as we approached the
bird, quite surprisingly his curiosity got the better of him and he came in to have a closer look at us as well!
Another excellent bird.

Australian Pratincole Stiltia Isabella
a bit of a bonus bird at Alice Springs sewage works.

Masked Lapwing Vanellus miles
almost throughout.

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva
many on the rocky shores around Darwin.

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola
just a few seen at East Point (sans scope!).

Red-capped Plover Charadrius ruficapillus
great views of two birds at Lee Point.

Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus
many on the rocky shores around Darwin.

Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultia
many on the rocky shores around Darwin.

Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus
two were found sheltering in shade on the Timber Creek airfield.

Black-fronted Dotterel Elseyornis melanops
an excellent sighting at Centennial Park in Sydney.

Little Curlew Numenius minutus
a single bird found on the foreshore at East Point.

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
many on the rocky shores around Darwin.

Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis
up to three on the rocky shores around Darwin.

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis
one seen on the Yellow Water boat trip.

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Lee Point; Yellow Water; Alice Springs sewage works.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
many on the rocky shores around Darwin.

Grey-tailed Tattler Heteroscelus brevipes
many on the rocky shores around Darwin.
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Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres
many at East Point.

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis
many at East Point.

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata
many on the rocky shores around Darwin and a few at Alice Springs sewage works.

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea
one at Alice Springs sewage works.

Brown Skua Catharacta antarctica
two were seen on the Sydney pelagic trip.

Silver Gull Larus novaehollandiae
daily around Sydney and Darwin.

Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica
up to three seen in the Darwin area.

Crested Tern Sterna bergii
Sydney pelagic trip; Buffalo Creek, Darwin.

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus
very common around Darwin and Alice Springs sewage works.

White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus
one in non-breeding plumage at Palmerston in the Top End.

Rock Dove Columba livia

Spotted Turtle-Dove Streptopelia chinensis
Sydney; Alice Springs.

Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica
two shot through in typival Emerald Dove style at Fogg Dam.

Common Bronzewing Phaps chalcoptera
a total of eight seen in the Capertee Valley.

Crested Pigeon Ocyphaps lophotes
a common bird around Sydney and in the Red Centre.

Partridge Pigeon Geophaps smithii
two groups of eight and ten respectively in Kakadu, excellent scope views.

Peaceful Dove Geopelia placida
common in the Capertee Valley; very common around the Top End.

Bar-shouldered Dove Geopelia humeralis
very common in the Top End.

Banded Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus alligator
brilliant, close views of two birds feeding in fig trees at the base of Nourlangie rock in Kakadu. This scarce bird is
only found in monsoon forest around the sandstone escarpments of Kakadu and Arnhem Land.

Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus regina
although this very attractive bird is quite common, it is nevertheless often very tricky to find so it was great to
have such nice looks of a pair feeding in a fruiting fig at Howard Springs.

Torresian Imperial-Pigeon Ducula spilorrhoa
seen daily in the Top End.

Note: this species is still sometimes, although rarely, considered a subspecies of D. bicolor. And while species
limits are still somewhat unclear, D. spilorhoa of New Guinea and Australia is sufficiently distinct to be considered
by most authorities as a distinct species.
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Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus banksii
common and spectacular throughout the Top End.

Galah Cacatua roseicapilla
seen almost daily outside Sydney.

Little Corella Cacatua sanguinea
seen almost daily except around Ayers Rock.

Major Mitchell's Cockatoo Cacatua leadbeateri
one seen in flight all too briefly.

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Cacatua galerita
seen almost daily throughout.

Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus
small groups seen twice along the roadside north of Katherine.

Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus haematodus

Red-collared Lorikeet T. h. rubritorquis

seen almost daily except in the Red Centre. In the Top End the distinctive-looking Red-collared Lorikeet is
treated by some authorities as a separate species.

Varied Lorikeet Psitteuteles versicolor
over 100 were seen in flight over the Chinaman Creek near Katherine, otherwise these nomadic birds were
rather scarce this year.

Little Lorikeet Glossopsitta pusilla
many seen in flight in the Capertee Valley this year and a handful seen very well in the scope.

Crimson Rosella Platycercus elegans
common in the Sydney area.

Eastern Rosella Platycercus eximius
great views of a few in the Capertee Valley.

Australian Ringneck Barnardius zonarius
not uncommon around Alice Springs.

Note: the taxonomy of this taxon is very complicated with a number of subspecies that are elevated to specific
status by some authors. All the subspecies intergrade throughout their ranges the general consensus at present
is that all taxa should be recognised as a single species.

Red-rumped Parrot Psephotus haematonotus
very common in open habitat in the Capertee Valley.

Hooded Parrot Psephotus dissimilis
we found at least 50 birds in the public park in the small town of Pine Creek — they are attracted to the flowing
water. We then saw a single, beautiful male in flight at Chinaman Creek near Katherine.

Turquoise Parrot Neophema pulchella
excellent scope views of a couple of birds in the Capertee Valley, with a number more seen in flight.

Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulates
this quintessentially Aussie bird was seen very well when three birds perched near a farm dam just north of
Elrdunda en route to Ayers Rock. A big highlight for many!

Australian King-Parrot Alisterus scapularis
Royal National Park; Capertee Valley.

Red-winged Parrot Aprosmictus erythropterus
a few sightings in the Top End.

Pallid Cuckoo Cuculus pallidus
only one seen just east of Timber Creek.
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Fan-tailed Cuckoo Cacomantis flabelliformis
heard more often than seen in the Sydney area, we enjoyed excellent views of one in the farmland in the
Capertee Valley.

Little Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx minutillus
one seen well at Bardedjilidji in Kakadu National Park.

Australian Koel Eudynamys cyanocephala
a male bird seen well in the garden of our mate Eddy!

Pheasant Coucal Centropus phasianinus
quite common in the Top End.

Rufous Owl Ninox rufa
success on our second attempt with a fabulous bird roosting in a very dense fig in the Darwin Botanic Gardens.

Barking Owl Ninox connivens
another fabulous nocturnal denizen seen in daylight — this time at a Darwin primary school.

Tawny Frogmouth Podargus strigoides
thanks to some sharp work by Jill and Sandra, we had great looks of this really intriguing bird on a nest in the
Royal Botanic Gardens of Sydney.

Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus
heard at East Point, Darwin.

Spotted Nightjar Eurostopodus argus
poor views of a number of birds in flight as we drove along the Victoria Highway before dawn.

Azure Kingfisher Alcedo azurea
a trip favourite for many, we enjoyed superb views of this gem on the Yellow Water boat trip in Kakadu.

Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineae
another quintessential Aussie bird seen a number of times around Sydney where they are fond of attending
barbeques!

Blue-winged Kookaburra Dacelo leachii
an outstanding bird, seen many times in the Top End. The call sounds like a Laughing Kooka being strangled!

Red-backed Kingfisher Todiramphus pyrrhopygia
we were able to approach this bird very closely at the Old Homestead in Alice Springs.

Collared Kingfisher Todiramphus chloris
common in the Top End.

Sacred Kingfisher Todiramphus sanctus
one at Glen Helen in the Capertee Valley; a few seen around Darwin.

Rainbow Bee-eater Merops ornatus
a few in the Capertee Valley but very common in the Northern Territory.

Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis
most common around Katherine in the Top End.

PASSERINES

Rainbow Pitta Pitta iris
this sensational bird was first seen at East Point, where we stopped traffic, and then at Howard Springs where we
were treated to close up views of up to six birds as they foraged in the leaf litter.

Superb Lyrebird Menura novaehollandiae
eventually we had excellent looks at three or four of this highly sought-after species.

White-throated Treecreeper Cormobates leucophaeus
great looks at a pair in the Royal National Park on the Lady Carrinton Drive; another pair at Pierce’s Pass in the
Blue Mountains.
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Brown Treecreeper Climacteris picumnus
many seen in the Capertee Valley especially around the picnic area.

Black-tailed Treecreeper Climacteris melanura
super scope views of two at Nourlangie Rock in Kakadu. A very smart bird.

Red-backed Fairy-wren Malurus melanocephalus
quite common in suitable habitat in the Top End, although breeding-plumage males were scarce.

White-winged Fairy-wren Malurus leucopterus
despite our best efforts we could not find a male in breeding plumage, despite the fact that the bird was common
in desert scrub en route to Ayers Rock.

Superb Fairy-wren Malurus cyaneus
very common around Sydney.

Splendid Fairy-wren Malurus splendens
as Ben pointed out, this bird is splendid! We were treated to a couple of sightings of the magnificent male in
breeding plumage.

Variegated Fairy-wren Malurus lamberti
two of the nominate race seen well in Royal National Park; another two of the race assimilis were seen at the
Ochre Pits in MacDonnell National Park.

Purple-crowned Fairy-wren Malurus coronatus

another of many contenders for Bird of the Trip — this striking purple colour is not often encountered in the natural
world; we delighted in fabulous close views of a very responsive male bird in canegrass on the banks of the
Victoria River. A real stunner!

Southern Emu-wren Stipiturus malachurus
unfortunately only heard at Pierce’s Pass.

Red Wattlebird Anthochaera carunculata
a common garden bird in the Sydney suburbs.

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Acanthagenys rufogularis
common in the MacDonnell Ranges National Park.

Striped Honeyeater Plectorhyncha lanceolata
good spotting by Grace got us on to a pair of birds in the Capertee Valley.

Helmeted Friarbird Philemon buceroides
seen regularly in the Top End.

Silver-crowned Friarbird Philemon argenticeps
common in Kakadu National Park, especially around Nourlangie Rock.

Noisy Friarbird Philemon corniculatus
very common in the Capertee Valley, this species follows the flowering Eucalypts and was very noisy and
conspicuous, living up to its name, around any areas where flowering was occurring.

Little Friarbird Philemon citreogularis
a few seen around Darwin and Kakadu.

Regent Honeyeater Xanthomyza Phrygia

one of the best birds of the tour both in terms of asthaetics and rarity, two of this highly endangered, colourful
honeyeater was seen remarkably well in the Capertee Valley. The Regent Honeyeater is endemic to south-east
Australia and most sightings come from a few sites in north-eastern Victoria, the western slopes of the Great
Dividing Range and the central coast of New South Wales. It is threatened by clearance of habitat for agricultural
and residential development resulting in unreliable nectar-sources through the reduction of large mature trees on
which it relies. Suitable habitat over its range is now highly fragmented and often degraded by removal of larger
trees and this fragmentation has apparently advantaged more aggressive honeyeaters, particularly Noisy Miner
Manorina melanocephala, which may be excluding the species.
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Blue-faced Honeyeater Entomyzon cyanotis
a common albeit spectacular garden bird in the Top End.

Bell Miner Manorina melanophrys
heard on the Bell of Line Road on our return to Sydney from Capertee.

Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala
very common and conspicuous in the Sydney area.

Yellow-throated Miner Manorina flavigula
a common garden bird in Alice Springs.

Lewin's Honeyeater Meliphaga lewinii
very common in the wet forests in Royal National Park.

White-lined Honeyeater Meliphaga albilineata

a very localised north-western endemic, we found them at Nourlangie Rock without too much difficulty.

Yellow-faced Honeyeater Lichenostomus chrysops
very common in the Royal National Park and the Capertee Valley.

Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus virescens
a delightful songster that accompanied us on our travels in the Red Centre.

White-gaped Honeyeater Lichenostomus unicolour
one of the commoner honeyeaters in the Top End, especially around Darwin.

White-eared Honeyeater Lichenostomus leucotis
this handsome honeyeater was found in the heathland at Pierce’s Pass.

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater Lichenostomus melanops
four seen at Coco Creek in the Capertee Valley.

Grey-headed Honeyeater Lichenostomus keartlandi
arguably the most common bird in the MacDonnell Ranges.

Yellow-tinted Honeyeater Lichenostomus flavescens
a number of sightings on our day trip out to Timber Creek in the Top End.

Fuscous Honeyeater Lichenostomus fuscus
very common to abundant in the Capertee Valley.

White-plumed Honeyeater Lichenostomus penicillatus
common in the Capertee Valley and the MacDonnell Ranges.

White-naped Honeyeater Melithreptus lunatus
up to ten birds were seen in the Capertee Valley and at Katoomba in the Blue Mountains.

White-throated Honeyeater Melithreptus albogularis
one or two were seen daily in the Top End.

Black-chinned Honeyeater Melithreptus gularis
great looks at this charismatic honeyeater in the Capertee Valley.

Brown Honeyeater Lichmera indistincta
one of the most common birds in the Northern Territory.

New Holland Honeyeater Phylidonyris novaehollandiae

one of the most common birds in the Sydney area — but still a great bird! New Holland is an historic name for
Australia. The name was first applied to Australia in 1644 by the Dutch seafarer Abel Tasman, and remained in
usage for over 150 years. In 1804, Matthew Flinders (the first explorer to circumnavigate the continent)
recommended that the name Australia be adopted in preference to New Holland, but it was not until 1824 that the

name change received official sanction from the powers that be in Britain.

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater Phylidonyris melanops

another charming honeyeater — this one favours heathlands and we enjoyed nice looks at a number of birds in

Royal National Park.
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Dusky Honeyeater Myzomela obscura
Buffalo Creek, Darwin.

Red-headed Honeyeater Myzomela erythrocephala
reasonably common in the Darwin area especially in or near mangrove forest.

Banded Honeyeater Certhionyx pectoralis
quite scarce this year, we found one gorgeous bird feeding in eucalypts in a dry creek bed (along with dozens of
other honeyeaters) near Timber Creek.

Bar-breasted Honeyeater Ramsayornis fasciatus
for some reason | really like this bird so it was good to catch up with it at a couple of sites in the Kakadu National
Park.

Rufous-banded Honeyeater Conopophila albogularis
fairly common and widespread in the Top End.

Rufous-throated Honeyeater Conopophila rufogularis
only seen in dry creekbeds on the road out to Timber Creek.

Eastern Spinebill Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris
no shortage of this charming bird in the wet forests around Sydney.

Crimson Chat Epthianura tricolour
this remarkably-coloured bird was seen in a dry creek bed just out of Simpson’s Gap, MacDonnell Ranges.

Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus

although a common bird on Australia’s seaboard and the South West, this diminutive gem is a perennial favourite.
Its call is one of the characteristic sounds of the Australian bush, but the bird’s small size means that it is less
commonly seen. One at Royal National Park and one in the Capertee Valley were greeted with much rapturous
admiration!

Red-browed Pardalote Pardalotus rubricatus

All the pardalotes are just great birds and this oneis no exception. Again it is much more often seen than heard
and even more difficult to track down, at times! We found three birds en route to Timber Creek and another in the
MacDonnell Ranges.

Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatus
Super looks at birds in the Capertee Valley (race ornatus) and at the Edith Falls near Katherine (race uropygialis).

Pilotbird Pycnoptilus floccosus

a pair of super-sneaky birds were eventually seen well, with a lot of persistence, at Pierce’s Pass. The name
comes from the bird’s habit of following foraging lyrebirds in hopes of catching invertebrates put up by the larger
birds — although this is not their sole means of finding food.

Rockwarbler Origma solitaria
this localised endemic proved rather recalcitrant this year, we heard them quite close at one stage and Jean got a
good view of one on the Lady Carrinton Drive trail at Royal National Park.

White-browed Scrubwren Sericornis frontalis
a few in the Royal National Park and Capertee Valley.

Chestnut-rumped Heathwren
brief views for a lucky few of this very skulking species in heathland at Royal National Park.

Weebill Smicrornis brevirostris
a few in the Katherine area. Australia’s smallest bird.

Brown Gerygone Gerygone mouki
a couple in rainforest in the Royal National Park.

Mangrove Gerygone Gerygone levigaster
one at Palmerston in the Top End.

Green-backed Gerygone Gerygone chloronotus
at least two seen at Fogg Dam.
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Brown Thornbill Acanthiza pusilla
common in suitable habitat around Sydney.

Inland Thornbill Acanthiza apicalis
three or four in scrub on the Larapinta Trail at the Simpson’s Gap.

Yellow-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza chrysorrhoa
surprisingly scarce at Capertee where we saw a couple of small groups.

Chestnut-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza uropygialis
some very responsive birds in scrub near Erldunda en route to Ayers Rock.

Yellow Thornbill Acanthiza nana
Centennial Park and Royal National Park, Sydney.

Striated Thornbill Acanthiza lineate
two seen in Royal National Park; heard in the Capertee Valley.

Southern Whiteface Aphelocephala leucopsis
just one seen in farmland in the Capertee Valley.

Jacky Winter Microeca fascinans
a few seen in the Capertee Valley.

Lemon-bellied Flycatcher Microeca flavigaster
seen daily in low numbers in the Darwin area.

Red-capped Robin Petroica goodenovii
another gorgeous bhird, one seen at Simpson’s Gap in the MacDonnell Ranges National Park.

Hooded Robin Melanodryas cucullata
this declining woodland species was seen well in the Capertee Valley, we also saw one male near Erldunda.

Eastern Yellow Robin Eopsaltria australis
up to 20 birds were recorded in the Royal National Park; two seen in the Capertee Valley.

Mangrove Robin Eopsaltria pulverulenta
excellent looks at up to three in thick mangrove forest at Palmerston sewage works.

Buff-sided Robin Poecilodryas cerviniventris
a terrific encounter with two great birds on the billabong trail at Mardugal in Kakadu — I'm glad we found these
enigmatic birds so quickly because it was getting mighty hot and sweaty out there!

Note: recent taxonomic work has recommended that the three taxa currently lumped under White-browed Robin
would better be treated as three distinct species (the third is P. hypoleuca in New Guinea). Thus this dicrete
population in north and northwest Australia is now often treated as a separate species based on allopatry, and
morphological differences including larger size and plumage differences.

Grey-crowned Babbler Pomatostomus temporalis

this species really has a lot of character — in the past farmers would refer to this species as the Yahoo Bird, in
recognition of its rowdy and uncouth behaviour (I know, terribly anthropomorphic) — we encountered it first in the
Capertee Valley and later near the Palmerston sewage works and at Edith Falls near Katherine.

White-browed Babbler Pomatostomus superciliosus
one seen briefly in the Capertee Valley; a group of four near Erldunda.

Eastern Whipbird Psophodes olivaceus
up to 10 seen in Royal National Park — very confiding this year.

Chiming Wedgebill Psophodes occidentalis
weather conditions were very much against us on our journey down to Ayers Rock this year and we unfortunately
were only able to record this bird as heard only.

Varied Sittella Daphoenositta chrysoptera
this is our Australian version of the nuthatch and a great bird! We saw them in the Royal National Park and the
Capertee Valley (race chrysoptera) and in the Top End (race leucoptera).

-17 - Susan Myers 2006



Australia Tour Part One 2006

Crested Shrike-tit Falcunculus frontatus
this very unusual bird, recently placed in its own family Falcunculidae with the equally unusual Wattled Ploughbill
from New Guinea, was scoped in the Capertee Valley at Coco Creek.

Crested Bellbird Oreoica gutturalis
a bit tricky this year due to very windy conditions, we did find one eventually at the sunset car park at Ayers Rock.

Golden Whistler Pachycephala pectoralis
two seen in the Royal National Park; heard in the Capertee Valley.

Mangrove Golden Whistler Pachycephala melanura
a female bird feeding two young at the Mary River Crossing, near Kakadu.

Brown Whistler Pachycephala simplex
one seen in swamp forest at Fogg Dam.

Rufous Whistler Pachycephala rufiventris
common in the Top End and the Red Centre.

Little Shrike-thrush Colluricincla megarhyncha
up to six were seen at Howard Springs, Darwin.

Sandstone Shrike-thrush Colluricincla woodwardi
really excellent looks at this very localised endemic at Bardedjilidji and Nawurlandja in Kakadu National Park.

Grey Shrike-thrush Colluricincla harmonica
Royal National Park; Capertee Valley; MacDonnell Ranges.

Broad-billed Flycatcher Myiagra ruficollis
seen at Howard Springs, Fogg Dam and Yellow Water Billabong.

Restless Flycatcher Myiagra inquieta
two birds were seen in farmland in the Capertee Valley.

Paperbark Flycatcher Myiagra nana
common and seen daily in the Top End.

Note: this is often treated as a subspecies of Restless Flycatcher M. i. nana but recent work has shown this
allopatric population should be treated as a separate species based on significant morphological (size and
plumage), vocal, and behavioural differences.

Shining Flycatcher Myiagra alecto
a number of sightings of this bird at Howard Springs and Yellow Water Billabong.

Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca
seen every day of the tour.

Arafura Fantail Rhipidura dryas
one seen at Howard Springs, Darwin.

Grey Fantail Rhipidura fuliginosa
Royal National Park and Capertee Valley.

Northern Fantail Rhipidura rufiventris
one or two seen daily around Darwin.

Willie Wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys
seen almost daily throughout.

Spangled Drongo Dicrurus bracteatus
one or two seen daily around Darwin; one at Nourlangie Rock attending a nest.

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Coracina novaehollandiae
seen almost daily throughout.

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike Coracina papuensis
very common in the Top End.
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White-winged Triller Lalage tricolour
seen well in the Capertee Valley and around Alice Springs.

Varied Triller Lalage leucomela
seen almost daily in the Top End.

Yellow Oriole Oriolus flavocinctus
common in forests and gardens in the Top End.

Olive-backed Oriole Oriolus sagittatus
four recorded in the Howard Springs park in Darwin; one or two near Katherine.

Figbird Sphecotheres viridis flaviventris
very common in the Top End.

White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus
quite common around Katherine.

White-browed Woodswallow Artamus superciliosus
this highly nomadic species was seen in impressive numbers — hundreds — in the Capertee Valley.

Black-faced Woodswallow Artamus cinereus
very common around Katherine and Timber Creek and in the Red Centre.

Dusky Woodswallow Artamus cyanopterus
common in the Capertee Valley.

Grey Butcherbird Cracticus torquatus
just one seen all too briefly in the Capertee Valley.

Pied Butcherbird Cracticus nigrogularis
seen almost daily in the Top End and Red Centre.

Black Butcherbird Cracticus quoyi
great looks at two birds in the Darwin Botanic Gardens.

Australian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen
very common in the Sydney area.

Pied Currawong Strepera graculina
very common in the Sydney area.

Australian Raven Corvus coronoides
very common in the Sydney area; a few near Ayers Rock.

Little Crow Corvus bennetti
common in the Red Centre.

Torresian Crow Corvus orru
common in the Top End.

White-winged Chough Corcorax melanorhamphos
common in the Capertee Valley.

Apostlebird Struthidea cinerea
up to 10 were seen daily in the Katherine area.

Green Catbird Ailuroedus crassirostris
this glamorous bird was seen at Wattle Flat in the Royal National Park.

Satin Bowerbird Ptilonorhynchus violaceus
three were seen the Royal National Park, including one attending a bower.

Western Bowerbird Chlamydera guttata
great looks at a very striking bird at the Old Homestead in Alice Springs.

Great Bowerbird Chlamydera nuchalis
we shared a memorable lunch (for many reasons) with these characters at Timber Creek and were treated to the
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sight of one bird actually displaying his bright purple-pink nape crest — something that is not often seen. We
found this species to be common in Kakadu and further south to Katherine.

Singing Bushlark Mirafra javanica
Capertee Valley.

Australasian Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae
Capertee Valley.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Capertee Valley and Sydney.

Beautiful Firetail Stagonopleura bella
this species certainly lives up to its name; we saw a pair at Pierce’s Pass in the Blue Mountains near Sydney.

Diamond Firetail Stagonopleura guttata
just one in the Capertee Valley.

Red-browed Finch Neochmia temporalis
six seen at Coco Creek, Capertee Valley.

Crimson Finch Neochmia phaeton
present in large numbers along the Victoria Highway to Timber Creek.

Zebra Finch Taeniopygia castanotis
common in farmland in the Capertee Valley; common en route to Ayers Rock.

Double-barred Finch Taeniopygia bichenovii
very common in the Top End, where we saw this little gem daily. Dubbed the “Double-barrelled Finch” by the
Group Wag!

Masked Finch Poephila personata
a few seen en route to Kakadu, bathing in a small water seep; also at the Victoria River Crossing.

Long-tailed Finch Poephila acuticauda
happily, quite common in the Top End — one of the most attractive of a very appealing group.

Chestnut-breasted Mannikin Lonchura castaneothorax
just one seen in company with Crimson Finches at the Victoria River Crossing.

Gouldian Finch Erythrura gouldiae

a wonderful highlight as we watched this amazing gem in good numbers bathing and cavorting in a small,
shrinking water seep just off the Arnhem Highway north of Kakadu. This endangered nomad is happily making a
bit of a comeback in recent years.

Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum
great looks at a few in Capertee Valley; two or three in the Top End; in remarkable numbers in one small area
near a farm dam, south of Erldunda in the Red Centre.

White-backed Swallow Cheramoeca leucosternus
after missing this scarce bird in the Capertee Valley, we were pleased to find them near Erldunda en route to
Ayers Rock.

Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena
recorded almost daily in the Sydney area.

Tree Martin Petrochelidon nigricans
seen at various sites throughout.

Fairy Martin Petrochelidon ariel
seen (along with nests under culverts) at a number of sites near Sydney and in the Top End.

Australian Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus australis
heard at Glen Helen in the MacDonnell Ranges National Park.

Tawny Grassbird Megalurus timoriensis
two seen at Fogg Dam.
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Rufous Songlark Cincloramphus mathewsi
this remarkable songster was seen a number of times in the Capertee Valley and in the Red Centre.

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis
just two seen at Fogg Dam.

Golden-headed Cisticola Cisticola exilis
a lot of this species in grassland near Humbles Creek off the Victoria Highway in the Top End.

Yellow White-eye Zosterops luteus
a little tricky to track down this year at Palmerston sewage works.

Silvereye Zosterops lateralis
quite common in forested areas around Sydney.

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris (introduced)
Sydney area.

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis (introduced)
Sydney area.

MAMMALS

Northern Brushtail Possum Trichosurus arnhemensis
a delightfully cooperative character in the car park at Fogg Dam. Unususal to see in the middle of the day!

Agile Wallaby Macropus agilis
very common in the Top End.

Black Wallaroo Macropus bernardus
a very approachable female was seen at the base of Nourlangie and then a very cute youngster; a distant male
was seen just before the infamous camera dropsy at the lookout, Nourlangie.

Eastern Grey Kangaroo Macropus giganteus
quite common in the Capertee Valley.

Red-necked Wallaby Macropus rufogriseus
quite common and many seen on the roadsides in the Capertee Valley.

Red Kangaroo Macropus rufus
a couple seen briefly in the MacDonnell Ranges.

Wallaroo (Euro) Macropus robustus
one very approachable animal at the Old Homestead in Alice Springs.

Black-footed Rock-wallaby Petrogale lateralis
super looks at this very engaging marsupial at Simpson’s Gap and Stanley Chasm in the MacDonnell Ranges.

Grey-headed Flying-fox Pteropus poliocephalus
big roosts in the Sydney Botanic Gardens.

Little Red Flying-fox Pteropus scapulatus
multitudes around Katherine.

Dingo Canis familiaris dingo
up to three seen on the road to Timber Creek.

Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus

Donkey Equus asinus
Kakadu.

Brumby Equus caballus
Kakadu.
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Pig Sus scrofa
a few on the Yellow Water boat trip.

One-humped Camel Camelus dromedarius
a group of 30 or more en route to Ayers Rock.

Swamp Buffalo Bubalus bubalis
one at Victoria River Crossing.

Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis
seen briefly on the Sydney pelagic.

Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae
a trip highlight with two giants breaching right in front of boat more than forty times!

REPTILES & Others

Saltwater Crocodile Crocodylus porosus
many in the Top End especially on the Yellow Water cruise where we watched one slowly devouring an Arafura
Filesnake — like someone trying to swallow a plate of spaghetti without biting or chewing! Remarkable.

Eastern Snake-necked Turtle Chelodina longicollis
Centennial Park, Sydney.

Short-necked Turtle Emydura signata
Centennial Park, Sydney.

House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus

Gilbert's Lashtail Lophognathus gilberti
quite common in the Top End.

Canegrass Dragon Diporiphora winneckei
photographed at Ayers Rock.

Eastern Water Dragon Physignathus lesueurii
Royal National Park.

Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard Tiliqua scincoides
we spotted one crossing the road as we travelled to the Capertee Valley.

Arafura Filesnake Acrochordus arafurae
unfortunately the first one | have ever seen was in the jaws of the aforesaid croc — but what an amazing sight!

Hermit Crab
on our return from a brief birding stop, we were surprised to find a pretty shell collected by Judith walking around
the bus! Naturally, we returned him to his natural state on the seashore...
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