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TOUR REPORT 

AMAZON RIVER CRUISE 

A BIRDING AND NATURAL HISTORY ODYSSEY IN NORTHEASTERN PERU 

January 20-28, 2007 

Leaders: Steve Hilty, Andrew Whittaker, and David Ascanio 

 

By Steve Hilty 

 

 

In such a large and diverse avifauna as that of the Iquitos area, much of one’s enjoyment comes 

from the sum of visiting the many different habitats in which birds live and in observing their 

behaviors, their unusual and often novel songs and duets, and their breeding activities. In a way, 

this is more important than numbers on a list. The great complexity and diversity of a rainforest 

avifauna is, perhaps, better illustrated in western Amazonia than anywhere else in the world. 

After spending a week searching for some of the avifaunal pieces in this greatest of all natural 

jigsaw puzzles, we came to appreciate, a little better, how this diversity fits together. And, not all 

the pieces are in the forest. A rich and varied river island fauna, some long distance migrants, and 

soil and water types strongly influence the natural vegetation and, in turn, the birds that live in 

these habitats. 

 

The weather during our trip was somewhat rainy, but generally quite pleasant—in short, what 

you’d expect in the rainforest. Rain showers were mostly during midday breaks or at night, 

interfered little with our activities and, overall, kept temperatures cool and pleasant. 

 

Near the end of the trip we also enjoyed two land-based outings around the Suite del Marañon 

and the rainforest walkway there. While not as high or as long as the one operated on the lower 

Río Napo, this one is, nevertheless, a marvel of engineering in an environment not kind to 

longevity. I would be the first to admit that one’s first trip across any elevated walkway is both 

exhilarating and frightening, but confidence builds quickly. For sheer access to upper levels 

within a tropical avifauna—in this case forest midlevel—a walkway is unparalleled.  

 

For decades the Iquitos areas has been under intense pressure from hunting and trapping of birds 

and mammals for food, and it has been a supplier of caged wildlife and wildlife products for 

international markets. The results of this history of persecution are immediately obvious to 

naturalists—species that are edible, or have value for their hides, feathers, or for cage purposes 

are absent or rare. More recently, selective cutting of trees for lumbering has become a problem, 

even in such remote areas as the upper Río Tapiche, which we visited. This, combined with a 

dramatic (almost frightening) increase in human population during this same period of time 

suggests a future of hard decisions and discipline if Iquitos is to remain as wild as it is now, 

much less return to its more pristine earlier condition. Still, the Iquitos area remains one of the 

top rainforest destinations anywhere in the New World with an overall diversity that may just be 

the highest in the world. 

 

This list includes the birds and mammals observed on our January 2007 Amazon River Cruise on 

the Ríos Amazon, Ucayali, Tapiche and Marañon.   
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Asterisk (*)  = heard only 

Boldface and underline: scarce, infrequently seen or of special interest 

 

BIRD LIST: Amazonian River Cruise 
*Great Tinamou, Tinamus tao 

*White-throated Tinamou, Tinamus guttatus 

*Cinereous Tinamou, Crypturellus cinereus 

*Undulated Tinamou, Crypturellus undulates 

*Variegated Tinamou, Crypturellus variegatus 

Neotropic Cormorant, Phalacrocorax brasilianus 

Capped Heron, Pilherodius pileatus 

Cocoi Heron, Ardea cocoi 

Great Egret, Ardea alba 

Little Blue Heron, Egretta caerulea 

Snowy Egret, Egretta thula 

Cattle Egret, Bulbulcus ibis 

Striated Heron, Butorides striatus 

Black-crowned Night-Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax 

Rufescent Tiger-Heron, Tigrisoma lineatum 

Green Ibis, Mesembrinibis cayennensis 

Horned Screamer, Anhima cornuta 

Muscovy Duck, Cairina moschata 

Black Vulture, Coragyps atratus 

Turkey Vulture, Cathartes aura 

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture, Cathartes burrovianus 

Greater Yellow-headed Vulture, Cathartes melambrotus 

King Vulture, Sarcoramphus papa 

Osprey, Pandion haliaetus 

Gray-headed Kite, Leptodon cayanensis 

Hook-billed Kite, Chondrohierax uncinatus 

Swallow-tailed Kite, Elanoides forficatus 

Slender-billed Kite, Rostrhamus sociabilis 

Double-toothed Kite, Harpagus bidentatus 

Plumbeous Kite, Ictinia plumbea 

Bicolored Hawk, Accipiter bicolor 

Crane Hawk, Geranospiza caerulescens 

Slate-colored Hawk, Leucopternis schistaceus 

Great Black Hawk, Buteogallus urubitinga 

Black-collared Hawk, Busarellus nigricollis 

Gray Hawk, Buteo nitida 

Roadside Hawk, Buteo magnirostris 

Ornate Hawk-Eagle, Spizaetus ornatus 

Black Caracara, Daptrius ater 

Red-throated Caracara, Daptrius americanus 

Yellow-headed Caracara, Milvago chimachima 

Laughing Falcon, Herpetotheres cachinnans 

Bat Falcon, Falco rufigularis 
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Peregrine Falcon, Falco peregrinus 

Speckled Chachalaca, Ortalis guttata 

*Wood-quail sp., Odontophorus sp. 

Hoatzin, Opisthocomus hoazin 

*Limpkin, Aramus guarauna 

Gray-breasted Crake, Laterallus exilis 

Purple Gallinule, Porphyrio martinica 

Sungrebe, Heliornis fulica 

Sunbittern, Eurypyga helias 

Wattled Jacana, Jacana jacana 

Pied Plover (Lapwing), Vanellus cayanus 

Spotted Sandpiper, Actitis macularia 

Large-billed Tern, Phaetusa simplex 

Yellow-billed Tern, Sterna superciliaris 

Rock Pigeon, Columba livia 

Pale-vented Pigeon, Columba cayennensis 

Plumbeous Pigeon, Columba plumbea 

*Ruddy Pigeon, Columba subvinacea 

Ruddy Ground-Dove, Columba pretiosa 

 White-tipped Dove, Leptotila verreauxi 

Gray-fronted Dove, Leptotila rufaxilla 

Blue-and-yellow Macaw, Ara ararauna 

Scarlet Macaw, Ara macao 

Red-and-green Macaw, Ara chloroptera 

Chestnut-fronted Macaw, Ara severa 

Red-shouldered Macaw, Orthopsittaca manilata 

White-eyed Parakeet, Aratinga leucophthalmus 

Dusky-headed Parakeet, Aratinga weddellii 

Painted (Red-crowned) Parakeet, Pyrrhura picta 

Blue-winged Parrotlet, Forpus xanthopterygius 

White-winged Parakeet, Brotogeris versicolurus 

Cobalt-winged Parakeet, Brotogeris cyanoptera 

Tui Parakeet, Brotogeris sanctithomae 

Black-headed Parrot, Pionites melanocephala 

Orange-cheeked Parrot, Pionopsitta barrabandi 

Short-tailed Parrot, Graydidascalus brachyurus 

Blue-headed Parrot, Pionus menstruus 

Festive Parrot, Amazona festiva 

Yellow-crowned Parrot, Amazona ochrocephala 

Orange-winged Parrot, Amazona amazonica 

Mealy Parrot, Amazona farinosa 

Squirrel Cuckoo, Piaya cayana 

Black-bellied Cuckoo, Piaya melanogaster 

Little Cuckoo, Piaya minuta 

Greater Ani, Crotophaga major 

Smooth-billed Ani, Crotophaga ani 

*Tropical Screech-Owl, Megascops choliba 
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Ferruginous Pygmy-owl, Glaucidium brasilianum 

Gray (Common) Potoo, Nyctibius griseus 

Pauraque, Nyctidromus albicollis 

Ladder-tailed Nightjar, Hydropsalis climacocerca 

White-collared Swift, Streptoprocne zonaris 

Gray-rumped Swift, Chaetura cinereiventris 

Pale-rumped Swift, Chaetura egregia 

Short-tailed Swift, Chaetura brachyura 

Neotropical (Fork-tailed) Palm-Swift, Reinarda squamata 

Rufous-breasted Hermit, Glaucis hirsute 

White-bearded Hermit, Phaethornis hispidus 

Reddish Hermit, Phaethornis rubber 

Black-throated Mango, Anthracothorax nigricollis 

Blue-chinned Sapphire, Chlorostilbon (Chlorestes) notatus 

Fork-tailed Woodnymph, Thalurania furcata 

Olive-spotted Hummingbird, Leucippus chlorocercus 

Glittering-throated Emerald, Amazilia fimbriata 

Long-billed Starthroat, Heliomaster longirostris 

Amazonian White-tailed Trogon, Trogon viridis 

Amazonian Violaceous Trogon, Trogon violaceus 

*Collared Trogon, Trogon collaris 

Blue-crowned Trogon, Trogon curucui 

Black-tailed Trogon, Trogon melanurus 

Ringed Kingfisher, Ceryle torquata 

Amazon Kingfisher, Chloroceryle amazona 

Green-and-rufous Kingfisher, Chloroceryle inda 

Pygmy Kingfisher, Chloroceryle aenea 

*Blue-crowned Motmot, Baryphthengus ruficapillus 

White-eared Jacamar, Galbalcyrhynchus leucotis 

*jacamar sp., Galbula sp (cyanescens or tombacea) 

Paradise Jacamar, Galbula dea 

*White-necked Puffbird, Notharchus macrorhynchos 

 Pied Puffbird, Notharchus tectus 

Black-fronted Nunbird, Monasa nigrifrons 

White-fronted Nunbird, Monasa morphoeus 

Swallow-winged Puffbird, Chelidoptera tenebrosa 

Scarlet-crowned Barbet, Capito aurovirens 

Gilded Barbet, Capito auratus 

Lemon-throated Barbet, Eubucco richardsoni 

Lettered Aracari, Pteroglossus inscriptus 

Chestnut-eared Aracari, Pteroglossus castanotis 

Golden-collared Toucanet, Selenidera reinwardtii 

White-throated (Cuvier's) Toucan, Ramphastos cuvieri 

Lafresnaye’s Piculet, Picumnus lafresnayi 

Plain-breasted Piculet, Picumnus castelnau 

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker, Melanerpes cruentatus 

Little Woodpecker, Veniliornis passerinus 
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Spot-breasted Woodpecker, Chrysoptilus punctigula 

Scale-breasted Woodpecker, Celeus grammicus 

Chestnut Woodpecker, Celeus elegans 

Rufous-headed Woodpecker, Celeus spectabilis (Range extension) 

Cream-colored Woodpecker Celeus flavus, Celeus flavus 

*Ringed Woodpecker, Celeus torquatus 

Crimson-crested Woodpecker, Campephilus melanoleucus 

*Pale-legged Hornero, Furnarius leucopus 

Bay (Pale-billed) Hornero, Furnarius torridus (Scarce and local) 

Lesser Hornero, Furnarius minor 

Dark-breasted Spinetail, Synallaxis albigularis 

White-bellied Spinetail, Synallaxis propinqua 

Parker’s Spinetail, Cranioleuca vulpecula 

Red-and-white Spinetail, Certhiaxis vulpecula 

Orange-fronted Plushcrown, Metopothrix aurantiacus 

*(Eastern) Striped Woodhaunter, Hyloctistes subulatus 

Chestnut-winged Hookbill, Ancistrops strigilatus 

*Olive-backed Foliage-gleaner, Automolus infuscatus 

Plain-brown Woodcreeper , Dendrocincla fuliginosa 

Wedge-billed Woodcreeper, Glyphorynchus spirurus 

*Olivaceous Woodcreeper, Sittasomus griseicapillus 

Long-billed Woodcreeper, Nasica longirostris 

Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper, Dendrexetastes rufigula 

*Strong-billed Woodcreeper, Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus 

Striped Woodcreeper, Xiphorhynchus obsoletus 

Spix’s Woodcreeper, Xiphorhynchus spixii 

Buff-throated Woodcreeper, Xiphorhynchus guttatus 

Straight-billed Woodcreeper, Xiphorhynchus picus 

Zimmer’s Woodcreeper, Xiphorhynchus 

*Lineated Woodcreeper, Lepidocolaptes albolineatus 

Fasciated Antshrike, Cymbilaimus lineatus 

*Great Antshrike, Taraba major 

*Black-crested Antshrike, Sakesphorus canadensis 

Barred Antshrike, Thamnophilus doliatus 

*Plain-winged Antshrike, Thamnophilus schistaceus 

Cinereous Antshrike, Thamnomanes caesius 

*Pygmy Antwren, Myrmotherula brachyura 

Amazonian Streaked-Antwren, Myrmotherula multostriata 

Plain-throated Antwren, Myrmotherula hauxwelli 

White-flanked Antwren, Myrmotherula axillaris 

Gray Antwren, Myrmotherula menetriesii 

*Dugand's Antwren, Herpsilochmus dugandi 

Gray Antbird, Cercomacra cinerascens 

Black-faced Antbird, Myrmoborus myotherinus 

Warbling Antbird, Hypocnemis cantator 

Band-tailed Antbird, Hypocnemoides maculicauda 

Black-and-white Antbird, Myrmochanes hemileucus 
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Spot-winged Antbird, Percnostola leucostigma 

Plumbeous Antbird, Myrmeciza hyperythra 

*White-shouldered Antbird, Myrmeciza melanoceps 

*Black-throated Antbird, Myrmeciza atrothorax 

Scale-backed Antbird, Hylophylax poecilinota 

*Rufous-capped Antthrush, Formicarius colma 

Rusty-belted Tapaculo, Liosceles thoracicus 

Screaming Piha, Lipaugus vociferans 

Purple-throated Cotinga, Porphyrolaema porphyrolaema 

Plum-throated Cotinga, Cotinga maynana 

Bare-necked Fruitcrow, Gymnoderus foetidus 

Purple-throated Fruitcrow, Querula purpurata 

Amazonian Umbrellabird, Cephalopterus ornatus 

White-bearded Manakin, Manacus manacus 

White-crowned Manakin, Dixiphia pipra 

Blue-crowned Manakin, Pipra coronata 

Golden-headed Manakin, Pipra erythrocephala 

Striped Manakin, Machaeropterus regulus 

Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin, Tyranneutes stolzmanni 

Wing-barred Piprites, Piprites chloris 

Greater (Várzea) Schiffornis, Schiffornis major 

*White-lored Tyrannulet, Ornithion inerme 

Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet, Tyrannulus elatus 

Forest Elaenia, Myiopagis gaimardii 

*Gray Elaenia, Myiopagis caniceps 

Small-billed Elaenia, Elaenia parvirostris 

Slender-footed Tyrannulet, Zimmerius gracilipes 

Lesser Wagtail-Tyrant, Stigmatura napensis 

*Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant, Myiornis ecaudatus 

Double-banded-Pygmy-Tyrant, Lophotriccus vitiosus 

Spotted Tody-Tyrant, Todirostrum maculatum 

Yellow-browed Tody-Tyrant, Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum 

*Ringed Antpitta, Corythopis torquata 

*Yellow-olive Flycatcher (Flatbill), Tolmomyias sulphurescens 

Gray-crowned Flycatcher, Tolmomyias poliocephalus 

Yellow-breasted Flycatcher, Tolmomyias flaviventris 

*Eastern Wood Pewee, Contopus virens 

Drab Water Tyrant, Ochthornis littoralis 

White-headed Marsh-Tyrant, Arundinicola leucocephala 

Cinnamon Attila, Attila cinnamomeus 

*Bright-rumped Attila, Attila spadiceus 

White-eyed Attila, Attila bolivianus 

Short-crested Flycatcher, Myiarchus ferox 

Lesser Kiskadee, Philohydor lictor 

Great Kiskadee, Pitangus sulphuratus 

Boat-billed Flycatcher, Megarynchus pitangua 

Social Flycatcher, Myiozetetes similis 
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Gray-capped Flycatcher, Myiozetetes granadensis 

Streaked Flycatcher, Myiodynastes maculatus 

Piratic Flycatcher, Legatus leucophaius 

Sulphury Flycatcher, Tyrannopsis sulphurea 

Tropical Kingbird, Tyrannus melancholicus 

Eastern Kingbird, Tyrannus tyrannus 

Chestnut-crowned Becard, Pachyramphus castaneus 

White-winged Becard, Pachyramphus polychopterus 

Black-capped Becard, Pachyramphus marginatus 

Cinereous Becard, Pachyramphus rufus 

Black-tailed Tityra, Tityra cayana 

Masked Tityra, Tityra semifasciata 

Brown-chested Martin, Progne tapera 

Gray-breasted Martin, Progne chalybea 

White-winged Swallow, Tachycineta albiventer 

White-banded Swallow, Atticora fasciata 

Bank Swallow, Riparia riparia 

Barn Swallow, Hirundo rustica 

Black-capped Donacobius, Donacobius atricapillus 

Thrush-like Wren, Campylorhynchus turdinus 

Coraya Wren, Thryothorus coraya 

Buff-breasted Wren, Thryothorus leucotis 

House Wren, Troglodytes aedon 

*White-breasted Wood-Wren, Henicorhina leucosticta 

Black-billed Thrush, Turdus ignobilis 

*Lawrence’s Thrush, Turdus lawrencii 

*White-necked thrush, Turdus albicollis 

Violaceous Jay, Cyanocorax violaceus 

Red-eyed (Chivi) Vireo, Vireo olivaceus  

*Lemon-chested Greenlet, Hylophilus thoracicus 

*Gray-chested Greenlet, Hylophilus semicinereus 

Dusky-capped Greenlet, Hylophilus hypoxanthus 

Rufous-browed Pepper shrike, Cyclarhis gujanensis 

Purple-throated Euphonia, Euphonia chlorotica 

Thick-billed Euphonia, Euphonia laniirostris 

White-lored euphonia, Euphonia chrysopasta 

White-vented Euphonia, Euphonia minuta 

Rufous-bellied Euphonia, Euphonia rufiventris 

Yellow Warbler, Dendroica petechia 

Blackpoll Warbler, Dendroica striata 

Magpie Tanager, Cissopis leveriana 

Orange-headed Tanager, Thlypopsis sordida 

Guira Tanager, Hemithraupis guira 

Hooded Tanager, Nemosia pileata 

Masked Crimson Tanager, Ramphocelus nigrogularis 

Silver-beaked Tanager, Ramphocelus carbo 

Blue-gray Tanager, Thraupis episcopus 
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Palm Tanager, Thraupis palmarum 

Paradise Tanager, Tangara chilensis 

Green-&-gold Tanager, Tangara schrankii 

Yellow-bellied Dacnis, Dacnis flaviventer 

Blue Dacnis, Dacnis cayana 

Purple Honeycreeper, Cyanerpes caeruleus 

Swallow-Tanager, Tersina viridis 

1 by ship at Suite del Marañon; a migrant here,  

Caquetá Seedeater, Sporophila muraliae 

Chestnut-bellied Seedeater, Sporophila castaneiventris 

Chestnut-bellied (Lesser) Seed-Finch, Oryzoborus angolensis 

Red-capped Cardinal, Paroaria gularis 

Yellow-browed Sparrow, Ammodramus aurifrons 

Grayish Saltator, Saltator coerulescens 

Buff-throated Saltator, Saltator maximus 

Slate-colored (Grosbeak) Saltator, Saltator (formerly Pitylus) grossus 

*Blue-black Grosbeak, Cyanocompsa cyanoides 

Yellow-hooded Blackbird, Chrysomus icterocephalus 

Shiny Cowbird, Molothrus bonariensis 

Giant Cowbird, Molothrus oryzivorus 

Orange-backed Troupial, Icterus croconotus 

Yellow-rumped Cacique, Cacicus cela 

Red-rumped Cacique, Cacicus haemorrhous 

Solitary (Black) Cacique, Cacicus solitarius 

*Casqued Oropendola, Clypicterus oseryi 

Crested Oropendola, Psarocolius decumanus 

Green Oropendola, Psarocolius viridis 

Russet-backed Oropendola, Psarocolius angustifrons 

Olive Oropendola, Psarocolius yuracares 

Oriole Blackbird, Gymnomystax mexicanus 

 

MAMMALS AND HERPS: Amazonian River Cruise 

 

Sloths,  
Brown-throated three-toed Sloth, Bradypus variegatus 

Southern Two-toed Sloth, Choloepus didactylus 

Bats,  
Fishing (or Bulldog) bats, Noctilio spp. 

Long-nosed Bat, Rhynchonycteris naso 

Primates,  
Pygmy Marmoset, Cebuella pygmaea 

Saddleback Tamarin, Saguinus fascicollis 

*Night Monkey, Aotus sp. 

Dusky Titi-Monkey, Callicebus moloch 

Common Squirrel Monkey, Saimiri sciureus 

Equatorial Saki Monkey, Pithecia aequatorialis 

Red Howler Monkey, Alouatta seniculus 
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Squirrels,  
Northern Amazonian Red Squirrel, Sciurus igniventris 

Amazonian Dwarf Squirrel, Microsciurus flaviventer 

Procyonids,  
Kinkajou, Potos flavus 

Mustelids,  
Southern River Otter, Lutra longicauda 

Dolphins,  
Pink River Dolphin, Inia geoffrensis 

Gray Dolphin, Sotalia fluviatilis 

Frogs,  
Dart poison frog, Dendrobates ventrimaculatus 

Giant Gladiator Treefrog, Hyla boans 

Miscellaneous,  
Lantern Bug 

Rhinoceros Beetle 

Pink-toed Tarantula 
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 Lima Bird List:   
January 27, 2007 3:00 to 5:15 p.m (roads and beaches crowded with weekend traffic) 

Pantanos de Villa, Lima 

  

Pied-billed Grebe, Podilymbus podiceps 

Great Grebe, Podiceps major 

Peruvian Pelican, Pelecanus thagus 

Peruvian Booby, Sula variegata 

Neotropic Cormorant, Phalacrocorax olivaceus 

Great Egret, Egretta alba 

Snowy Egret, Egretta thula 

Little Blue Heron, Egretta caerulea 

Striated Heron, Butorides striatus 

Cattle Egret, Bubulcus ibis 

Black-crowned Night-Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax 

Puna Ibis, Plegadis ridgwayi 

White-cheeked Pintail, Anas bahamensis 

Cinnamon Teal, Anas cyanoptera 

Black Vulture, Coragyps atratus 

Turkey Vulture, Cathartes aura 

American Kestrel, Falco sparverius 

Plumbeous Rail, Rallus sanguinolentus 

Common Gallinule (Moorhen), Gallinula chloropus 

Slate-colored Coot (Andean Coot), Fulica ardesiaca 

Black-necked Stilt, Himantopus mexicanus 

Killdeer, Charadrius vociferous 

Band-tailed Gull, Larus belcheri 

Gray-headed Gull, Larus cirrocephalus 

Franklin’s Gull, Larus pipixcan 

Common Tern, Sterna hirundo 

Inca Tern, Larosterna inca 

Feral Pigeon, Columba livia 

Eared Dove, Zenaida auriculata 

Pacific Dove, Zenaida meloda (formerly asiatica) 

Croaking Ground-Dove, Columbina cruziana 

Groove-billed Ani, Crotophaga sulcirostris 

Amazilia Hummingbird, Amazilia amazilia 

Wren-like Rushbird, Phleocryptes melanops 

Many-colored Rush-Tyrant, Tachuris rubrigastra 

Vermilion Flycatcher, Pyrocephalus rubinus 

House Wren, Troglodytes aedon 

Long-tailed Mockingbird, Mimus longicaudatus 

Bananaquit, Coereba flaveola 

Chestnut-throated Seedeater, Sporophila telasco 

Rufous-collared Sparrow, Zonotrichia capensis 

 


