VENT BRAZILIAN HIGHLIGHTS
2004

Birdlist complied by Andrew Whittaker.

July 28: Fly to Sao Paulo Brazil.

July 29: Fly to Curitiba and afternoon near Piraquara

July 30: Serra de Graciosa

July 31: Serra de Graciosa onto Guaratuba

Aug 1: Itapoa region

Aug 2: Itapoa region

Aug 3: Guaruva to Curitiba-onto Belo Horizonte and Serra do Cipo
Aug 4: Serra do Cipo

Aug 5: Serra do Cip6 onto Contagem and Sao Roque de Minas
Aug 6-8: Canastra National Park

Aug 9: Drive to Serra do Caraca

Aug-10-11: Caraga

Aug 12: Drive to Belo Horizonte part group to US other onto Montes Claros
and Northern Minas and Araguia trip.

Key;

SG = Serra do Graciosa
CU = Curitiba area

GU = Guaratuba area
IT = Itapoa area

CI = Serra do Cipo

CN = Canastra

CA = Caraga

CO = Contagem

*heard only

TINAMOUS ( Tinamidae )

Brown Tinamou ( Crypturellus obsoletus ) * SG, CA

Red-winged Tinamou ( Rhynchotus rufescens ) CN

Spotted Nothura ( Nothura maculosa ) CN This buff form (minor) was
flushed and seen well.



GREBES (podicipedidae)
Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) GU

GANNETS & BOOBIES ( Sulidae)
Brown Booby ( Sula leucogaster ) IT, pink billed birds!

CORMORANTS ( Phalacrocoridae )
Neotropic Cormorant ( Phalacrocorax brasilianus ) IT

FRIGATEBIRDS ( Fregatidae )
Magnificent Frigatebird ( Fregata magnificens ) IT, Spectacular aerial
fights at very close range!

HERONS, EGRETS & BITTERNS ( Ardeidae )
Whistling Heron ( Syrigma sibilatrix ) CU, CA
Capped Heron ( Pilherodius pileatus ) CN

Cocoi Heron ( Ardea cocoi ) CU, IT, CN,

Great Egret ( Ardea alba ) CU, GU, IT, CN, CI
Snowy Egret ( Egretta thula ) all sites

Cattle Egret ( Bubulcus ibis ) all sites

IBISES & SPOONBILLS ( Threskiornithidae )
Buff-necked Ibis ( Theristicus caudatus ) CN
Roseate Spoonbill ( Ajaia ajaja ) IT

DUCKS, GEESE & SWANS (Anatidae )

White-faced Whistling-Duck ( Dendrocygna viduata ) Sao Paulo

Brazilian Teal ( Amazonetta brasiliensis ) CU, GU, IT, CN

Brazilian Merganser (Mergus octosetaceus) CN, Good spotting Ray,
SPECTACULAR this was my birthday present, two adults in super light
observed by all repeatedly through the scope with 5 fluffy brown and
white youngsters. Fishing and sitting out on the rocks in crystal clear
water we could see the superb metallic green heads and crest held straight
back!

NEW WORLD VULTURES ( Cathartidae )

Black Vulture ( Coragyps atratus ) All sites

Turkey Vulture ( Cathartes aura ) All sites

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture ( Cathartes burrovianus ) CN
King Vulture ( Sarcoramphus papa ) CN



HAWKS, EAGLES & KITES ( Accipitridae )

White-tailed Kite ( Elanus leucurus ) GU, CU,

Snail Kite ( Rostrhamus sociabilis ) IT

Rufous-thighed Kite ( Harpagus diodon ) SG

Rufous-thighed Hawk ( Accipiter erythronemius ) CU, IT, CN, CA

Mantled Hawk ( Leucopternis polionota ) GU Nice spotting Molly, and big
thanks to our friendly farmer! Next trip we plan coffee break with him!
Savanna Hawk ( Buteogallus meridionalis ) CN, CI

Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle ( Geranoaetus melanoeucus ) CI, CN,
Spectacular studies of the close soaring bird at Canastra

Roadside Hawk ( Buteo magnirostris ) All sites

Short-tailed Hawk ( Buteo brachyurus ) GU, CI

White-tailed Hawk ( Buteo albicaudatus ) CN These birds were feeding on the
wing in the smoke of the large grassfire on flushed insects!

Black-and-white Hawk-Eagle ( Spizastur melanoleucus ) GU, Stunning
views through scope of perched bird, thanks to Molly. Later a nice
soaring bird.

Black Hawk-Eagle ( Spizaetus tyrannus ) GU, Good spotting Ray of a
close bird flying across the road with prey

FALCONS & CARACARAS ( Falconidae)

Southern Crested Caracara ( Caracara plancus ) All sites
Yellow-headed Caracara ( Milvago chimachima ) All sites
Chimango Caracara (M. chimango) IT

Laughing Falcon ( Herpetotheres cachinnans ) IT

American Kestrel ( Falcon sparverius ) CU, SG, IT, CI, CN,
Aplomado Falcon ( Falcon femoralis ) CN

GUANS, CHACHALACAS & ALLIES ( Cracidae )

Speckled Chachalaca ( Ortalis guttata ) IT

Dusky-legged Guan ( Penelope obscura ) SG, CA Common and tame at
Caraca with 50 + coming into seed early am

LIMPKIN ( Aramidae)
Limpkin ( Aramus guarauna ) GU

RAILS, GALLINULES & COOTS ( Rallidae)
Rufous-sided Crake ( Laterallus melanophaius ) * CU
Gray-necked Wood-Rail ( Aramides cajanea ) * IT, CN



Slaty-breasted Wood-Rail ( Aramides saracura ) SG, GU, CA
Ash-throated Crake ( Porzana albicollis ) * IT

Blackish Rail ( Pardirallus nigricans ) * CU, CA finally seen well at duck
pool

Common Moorhen ( Gallinula chloropus ) CU

SERIEMAS ( Cariamidae )
Red-legged Seriema ( Cariama cristata ) CN Excellent studies of multiple
pairs

JACANAS (Jacanidae)
Wattled jacana ( Jacana jacana ) IT, CN

OYSTERCATCHERS (Haematopidae)
American Oystercatcher (Haematopus palliatus) IT

PLOVERS & LAPWINGS ( Charadriidae )
Southern Lapwing ( Vanellus chilensis ) CU, SG, GU, IT, CN
Collared Plover ( Charadrius collaris ) IT

SANDPIPERS & ALLIES ( Scolopacidae )
South American Snipe ( Gallinago paraguaiae ) IT
Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) IT

GULLS & TERNS( Laridae)

Kelp Gull ( Larus dominicanus ) IT
Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon nilotica) IT
South American Tern (Sterna hirundinacea) IT
Snowy-crowned Tern (S. trudeaui) IT

Cayenne Tern (S. eurygnatha) IT

Royal Tern (S. maxima) IT

DOVES & PIGEONS ( Columbidae )

Feral Pigeon ( Columba livia ) All sites

Picazuro Pigeon ( Patagioenas picazuro ) All sites

Pale-vented Pigeon ( Patagioenas [Columba] cayennensis ) CN
Plumbeous Pigeon ( Patagioenas [Columba] plumbea ) SG, IT, GU, CA
Eared Dove ( Zenaida auriculata ) All sites

Scaled Dove ( Columbina squammata ) CI, CN

Blue Ground-Dove ( Claravis pretiosa ) CI



White-tipped Dove ( Leptotila verreauxi ) IT, CN, CI
Gray-fronted Dove ( Leptotila rufaxilla’) * IT

PARROTS, MACAWS & ALLIES ( Psittacidae )

White-eyed Parakeet ( Aratinga leucophthalmus ) CN Including one
photographed with lots of scarlet on face.

Peach-fronted Parakeet ( Aratinga aurea ) CI, CN, CA

Golden-capped Parakeet (A. auricapillus) Stunning birds! CN
Maroon-bellied Parakeet ( Pyrrhura frontalis ) SG, CN Spectacular scope
studies at gate of Canastra! Also called Reddish-bellied Parakeet.
Blue-winged Parrotlet ( Forpus xanthopterygius ) IT, CN

Brown-backed Parrotlet (Touit melanonota ) GU * Alas heard only this
endemic and so difficult to see parrot. One of the most southern most
records

Yellow-chevroned Parakeet ( Brotogeris chiriri ) IT, CN

Pileated [Red-capped] Parrot ( Pionopsitta pileata ) SG, IT,

Scaly-headed Parrot ( Pionus maximiliani ) All sites

Turquoise fronted Parrot ( Amazona aestiva ) CU A surprise here

CUCKOOS ( Cuculidae)

Squirrel Cuckoo ( Piaya cayana ) IT, CI, CN, CA
Smooth-billed Ani ( Crotophaga ani ) All sites
Guira Cuckoo ( Guira guira) all sites

Striped Cuckoo ( Tapera naevia ) * CN

TYPICAL OWLS ( Strigidae )

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl ( Glaucidium brasilianum ) CN, CA Good spotting
John from the bus at high speed! Both interestingly gray forms.

Burrowing Owl ( Athene cunicularia ) IT, CI, CN, CA

Striped Owl (Rhinoptynx clamator) CN brief view as flew in front of van at
night

Rusty-barred Owl (Strix hylophila) * CA Alas heard only after much tape
playback

NIHTJARS & ALLIES ( Caprimulgidae )

Chestnut-banded Nighthawk (lurocalis nattereri) * CA
Band-winged Nightjar ( Caprimulgus longirostris ) CN Just too darn
unseasonably cold for these insectivores this year!



Kaempfer’s Tody-Tyrant [E] ( Hemitriccus kaempferi ) IT Crippling
studies of this extreme rarity

Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher ( Todirostrum plumbeiceps ) SG
Yellow-lored Tody-Flycatcher [E] ( Todirostrum poliocephalum ) IT, CA
Yellow-olive Flaycatcher ( Tolmomyias sulphurescens ) *SG, IT, CN seen
well pallescens subspecies; make sure you note what subspecies seen; many
splits on way.

White-throated Spadebill ( Platyrinchus mystaceus ) * GU, CA
Russet-winged Spadebill (P. leucoryphus) IT, A wonderful surprise and
great find of this endangered rare low-density species.

Bran-colored Flycatcher ( Myiophobus fasciatus ) IT, CN

Whiskered Flycatcher ( Myiobius barbatus ) IT

CIliff Flycatcher ( Hirundinea ferruginea ) CN, CI

Euler’s Flycatcher ( Lathrotriccus euleri ) IT, * CA

Tropical Pewee ( Contopus cinereus ) GU, IT

Vermilion Flycatcher ( Pyrocephalus rubinus ) IT,

Gray Monjita ( Xolmis cenerea ) CI, CN

White-rumped Monjita ( Xolmis velata ) CN

White Monjita (X. irupero) IT Most certainly a winter migrant due to
cold weather

Velvety Black-Tyrant [E] ( Knipolegus nigerrimus ) CN, CA

Crested Black-Tyrant ( Knipolegus lophotes ) CI, CN, CA

Masked Water-Tyrant ( Fluvicola nengeta ) CN

Cock-tailed Tyrant ( Alectrurus tricolor ) CN Great little birds
Streamer-tailed Tyrant ( Gubernetes yetapa ) CN What a spectacular
show these displaying pair put on for us!

Yellow-browed Tyrant ( Satrapa icterophrys ) IT

Long-tailed Tyrant ( Colonia colonus ) IT, CA

Cattle Tyrant ( Machetornis rixosus ) SG, CU, GU, IT, CI, CN
Shear-tailed Gray Tyrant ( Muscipipra vetula ) SG

Gray-hooded Attila [E] (Attila rufus ) IT Seen by some

Eastern Sirystes ( Sirystes sibilator ) IT, CA

Short-crested Flycatcher ( Myiarchus ferox ) CN

Brown-crested Flycatche ( Myiarchus tyrannulus ) CI, CN, CA

Great Kiskadee ( Pitangus sulphuratus ) All sites

Boat-billed Flycatcher ( Megarynchus pitangua ) CA

Social Flycatcher ( Myiozetetes similis ) IT, CI, CN, CA

Three-striped Flaycatcher ( Conopias trivirgata ) IT

Streaked Flycatcher ( Myiodynastes maculatus ) * CA Amazingly absent
wintering further north!



Tropical Kingbird ( Tyrannus melancholicus ) IT Only here and very few rest
in Amazonian Brazil.

Greenish Schiffornis ( Schiffornis virescens ) SG

Chestnut-crowned Becard ( Pachyramphus castaneus ) SG, CA
Green-backed Becard ( Pachyramphus viridis ) CA

SWALLOWS ( Hirundinidae )

Brown-chested Martin ( Progne tapera ) CI, CN

Gray-breasted Martin ( Progne chalybea ) IT, CN

White-rumped Swallow ( Tachycineta leucrrhoa ) IT, CI, CA

Blue-and-white Swallow ( Pygochelidon cyanoleuca ) All sites
Tawny-headed Swallow ( Stelgidoterryx fucata ) CI, CN Super close ups of
perched birds and responding to tape playback.

Southern Rough-winged Swallow ( Stelgidopteryx ruficollis ) CN, CI

WAGTAILS & PIPITS ( Motacillidae )

Yellowish Pipit ( Anthus lutescens ) CI

Ochre-breasted Pipit ( Anthus nattereri ) CN Super studies of singing
birds and a skulker

WRENS ( Troglodytidae )

Donacobius ( Donacobius atricapillus ) CN, CA

Long-billed Wren [E] ( Thryothorus longirostris ) GU Brief views

House Wren ( Troglodytes aedon ) all sites

Grass Wren ( Cistonthorus platensis ) CN After an effort great views and
what a song!

MOCKINGBIRDS & THRASHERS ( Mimidae)
Chalk-browed Mockingbird ( Mimus saturninus ) It, CI, CN, CA

THRUSHES & ALLIES ( Turdidae)

Yellow-legged Thrush ( Platycichla flavipes ) SG, CA
Pale-breasted Thrush ( Turdus leucomelas ) IT, CI, CN
Creamy-bellied Thrush ( Turdus amaurochalinus ) IT, CA
White-necked Thrush ( Turdus albcollis ) IT
Rufous-bellied Thrush (T. rufiventris) CU, SG, IT, CN, CA

GNATCATCHERS ( Polioptilidae )
Long-billed Gnatwren ( Ramphocaenus melanurus ) IT A surprise



CROWS, JAYS & MAGPIES ( Corvidae)
Azure Jay ( Cyanocorax caeruleus ) IT,
Plush-crested Jay ( Cyanocorax chrysops ) CN Seen by some

OLD WORLD SPARROWS ( Passeridae )
House Sparrow ( Passer domesticus ) CU, IT, GU, CN,

VIREOS & ALLIES ( Vireonidae)

Rufous-crowned Greenlet ( Hylophilus poicilotis ) SG, IT, CN
Gray-eyed Greenlet [E] ( Hylophilus amaurocephalus ) CA
Rufous-browed Peppershrike ( Cyclarhis gujanensis ) SG

SISKINS, CROSSBILLS & ALLIES ( Fringilidae)
Hooded Siskin ( Carduelis magellanica ) CI, Thanks to good spotting by
George; a spectacular pair of males

WAXBILL (Estrildidae)
Common Waxbill (Estridae astrild) CU

NEW WORLD WARBLES ( Parulidae)

Tropical Parula ( Parula pitiayumi ) IT, CN

Masked Yellowthroat ( Geothlypis aequinoctialis ) CU, GU, CI
Golden-crowned Warbler ( Basileuterus culicivorus ) IT

White-bellied Warbler ( Basileuterus hypoleucus ) CN, CA

White-rimmed Warbler ( Basileuterus leucoblepharus ) SG

White-striped Warbler [E] ( Basileuterus leucophrys ) CN Great find and
super studies of this endemic localized bird

Neotropical River Warbler ( Basileuterus rivularis ) * GU

BANANAQUIT ( Coerebidae )
Bananaquit ( Coereba flaveola ) All sites

TANAGERS & ALLIES ( Thraupidae)

Brown Tanager (Ochesticus abeillei) (E) SG Good views of this odd
monotypic endemic Tanager

Chestnut-vented Conebill ( Conirostrum speciosum ) IT

Cinnamon Tanager ( Schistochlamys ruficapillus ) CI, CN

White-rumped Tanager ( Cypsnagra hirundinacea ) CN Almost took off
our heads in response to playback

Magpie Tanager ( Cissopis leveriana ) CA



Rufous-headed Tanager [E] ( Hemithraupis ruficapilla ) IT, CA
Olive-green Tanager ( Orthogonys chloricterus ) IT
Flame-crested Tanager ( Tachyphonus cristatus ) SG
Ruby-crowned Tanager ( Tachyphonus coronatus ) IT, CA
Lowland Hepatic Tanager (Piranga flava) CA

Black-goggled Tanager ( Trichothraupis melanops ) IT, CA, CN
Red-crowned Ant-Tanager ( Habia rubica ) IT

Brazilian Tanager ( Ramphocelus bresilius ) GU, IT Stunning
Sayaca Tanager ( Thraupis sayaca ) All sites

Azure-shouldered Tanager [E] ( Thraupis cyanoptera ) IT, CA
Golden-chevroned Tanager [E] ( Thraupis ornata ) CA

Palm Tanager ( Thraupis palmarum ) IT, CN, CI, CA

Diademed Tanager ( Stephanophorus diadematus ) IT
Fawn-breasted Tanager ( Pipraeidae melanonota ) IT
Purple-throated Euphonia ( Euphonia chlorotica ) *CI, CN
Violaceous Euphonia ( Euphonia violacea ) IT

Blue-naped Chlorophonia (Chlorophonia cyanea) CA A stunner
Chestnut-bellied Euphonia ( Euphonia pectoralis ) GU, IT
Green-headed Tanager ( Tanager seledon ) IT A stunner!
Red-necked Tanager ( Tanager cyanocephala ) IT Another crippling
endemic tanager!

Brassy-breasted Tanager [E] ( Tangara desmaresti ) CA
Gilt-edged Tanager [E] ( Tangara cyanoventris ) CN, CA
Burnished-buff Tanager ( Tangara cayana ) CI, CN, CA
Black-backed Tanager ( Tangara peruviana) IT seen poorly by some
Chestnut-backed Tanager ( Tangara preciosa ) SG

Blue Dacnis ( Dacnis cayana ) All sites

Swallow-Tanager ( Tersina viridis ) CN

BUNTINGS, SPARROWS & ALLIES ( Emberizidae )

Black-masked Finch ( Coryphaspiza melanotis ) CN After getting good
tape of song, exceptional views of this superb bird, behaving more like a
pipit on landing in grass. A poorly-known bird with odd distribution in
South America.

Blue-black Grassquit ( Volatinia jacarina)

Cinerous Warbling Finch (Poospiza cinerea) CI Excellent studies of this
poorly-known endemic, including possibly first sightings of the juvenile
plumage. A highlight for your leader, with great views of two responsive
pairs.

Plumbeous Seedeater ( Sporophila plumbea ) CN Leader only



Yellow-bellied Seedeater ( Sporophila nigricollis ) CI, CN, CA
Dubois’Seedeater [E] ( Sporophila ardesiaca ) CA
Double-collared Seedeater ( Sporophila caerulescens ) CI, CA
Saffron Finch ( Sicalis flaveola ) IT, CN,

Stipe-tailed Yellow-Finch ( Sicalis citrina ) CN

Wedge-tailed Grass-Finch ( Emberizoides herbicola ) CN
Pale-throated Serra-Finch [E] ( Embernagra longicauda ) CI Great
studies of this endemic

Great Pampa-Finch ( Embernagra platensis ) CU, CN
Grassland Sparrow ( Ammodramus humeralis ) CN
Rufous-collared Sparrow ( Zonotrichia capensis ) All sites

SALTATORS, CARDINAL & ALLIES ( Cardinalidae)

Black-throated Grosbeak ( Saltador fuliginosus ) * SG

Green-winged Saltator ( Saltador similis ) IT, CN, CA

Thick-billed Saltator ( Saltator maxillosus ) SG Good spotting John
Black-throated Saltator ( Saltador atricollis ) CN

Blue Finch ( Porphyrospiza caerulescens ) CN Good spotting George two
males presumably birds moving through as odd habitat.

TROUPIALS & ALLIES ( Icteridae)

White-browed Blackbird ( Sturnella superciliaris ) GU — Who can forget our
friendly farmer!

Shiny Cowbird ( Molothrus bonariensis ) most sites

Giant Cowbird ( Molothrus oryzivorus ) CN

Yellow-rumped Cacique ( Cacicus cela ) CN

Red-rumped Cacique ( Cacicus haemorrhous ) IT, GU

Golden-winged Cacique ( Cacicus chrysopterus ) * SG

Crested Oropendola ( Psarocolius decumanus ) CN, CA

Yellow-rumped Marshbird ( Pseudoleistes guiaruhuro ) CN Wow Fred
and his buddies certainly gave us an incredible show of tape playback.
Presumably the dominant male was the bold bird perched a few feet from
us.

Chopi Blackbird ( Gnorimopsar chopi ) CN

Bird total = 362 species!

MAMMALS + other interesting sightings

Southern Masked Titi Monkey CN



Giant Anteater CN

Brazilian Cottontail CN

Guianan Squirrel, SG, CI, CA

Mained Wolf- CN, CA Spectacular my favorite South American
Mammal!

Pampas Deer CN

Grison CU Seen by only a few

Paca IT A rare site during the day!

Black-ear-tufted Marmoset- Spectacular displays of this cute primate with
twins on one mum’s back!



