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I t may have been almost two decades when the first VENT tour came to eastern Venezuela, focused
mainly in the large number of endemic speciesand by the avifauna of the ancestral tepuis. Nowadays, this
excitement remains intact, although the region has changedin many ways. Back in the old days, going to Santa
Elena de Uairen was a difficult task, since reaching Sierra de Lema was already a challenge. Today, with the
paved road all the way to the border and with the refurbished road to El Pauji, the birdwatching opportunities
have been expanded, and therefore our itinerary was adapted.

The VENT Eastern Venezuela tour is the only one of its typeoffering birdwatching opportunities from the
Orinoco river all the way south to Santa Elena de Uairen, at the Venezuelan-Brazil border,. In our 2007 tour we
covered lowland tropical forest, humid premontane forest,premontane grassland and wetlands. We enjoyed
endemic bird species of the Orinoco basin such as the Orinocan Saltator, a good deal of the tepui endemics and
species restricted to the international border with Brazil, in the Pacaraima mountains.

As this is my favorite birding destinations, ratherthan writing a short story I decided to enclosed parts of my
journal, adding the birdlist at the end of the document. A bigthank you goes to Peter for sharing some of his
photos, and to all of you for joining me to bird this incredible region of Venezuela.
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JOURNAL.

7 March 2007.
We left the hotel very early for the one-hour flight to Puerto Ordaz. While o the air, we admired the Caribbean
coast of Venezuela and before landing I noticed the low waterlevel of the Orinoco. Once on Puerto Ordaz I
made comments that this land needed a bit of rain (see tomorrow for wishes becoming reality!). In Puerto Ordaz
we visited Cachamay park having photo opportunities for Orinocan Saltator, Russet-throated Puffbird (treated
sometimes as Two-banded Puffbird), Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl and many tyrant-flycatchers. After a long drive
we reached the gold-mining town of Las Claritas, our headquarters for the next three nights.

8 March 2007.
Today we spent the whole day in Sierra de Lema, starting at 850 meters and birding up to 1200 meters. While it
rained for most of the morning, the afternoon was overcast and nice. It is a shame that many birders believe that
birding in the rain is useless, and today was a good example ofit. In between the short episodes of rain we
managed to see (and scoped) Chestnut-tipped Toucanet, Masked Trogon and Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock. We
also started identifying species attending a feeding flockand had numerous opportunities to get better views of
several species. After ourbox lunch we had astonishing views of a pair of Guianan Toucanet and Short-tailed
Pygmy-Tyrant, being the last one the smallest passerine in the world. The day finished with views views of
Roraiman Antbird, Black-eared Fairy, two species of hermits and Blue-fronted Lancebill.

9 March 2007.
Our day was schedule to find as many tepui endemic and restricted-distribution species as we could, and I
believe we accomplished it. The morning started with views if the diminutive Ruddy Tody-Flycatcher, followed
by Streak-backed Antshrike and two pairs of Roraiman Barbtail, the last ones having a territorial confrontation.
The experience of seeing the barbtail singing and having agonistic behavior was unbeatable for the day.
Nevertheless, the day continued with scopeviews of both, the Red-banded Fruiteater (male and female) and also
a pair of Rose-collared Piha (Scoped as well). The afternoon was quieter, although golden-tufted mountain-
grackles appeared while Orange-bellied Manakin and Tepui Brush-Finch made the afternoon for us.

10 March 2007.
Today, we headed again to Sierra de Lema where we found the secretive and rare Roraiman Flycatcher foraging
in the understory. Also, we worked to see theduidaerace of Yellow-olive Flycatcher (Flatbill), a pair of tepui
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spinetails and a male Scarlet-horned Manakin. We explored the Tapir trail seeing some evidence of its recent
visit to the area. Late in the morning we located a male White Bellbird singing and projecting itÕs voice as far as
it could, getting some nice photos and video. In the afternoon we headed to the southern section of the Gran
Sabana, in Santa Elena de Uairen. In our drive across the transamazonic highway we had spectacular views of
Ilu, Wadacapiapue, Yuruani and Kukenam tepuis. We also discussed about the geology of the area and saw an
endemic species of termit. Gran Sabana road is indeed one of the most scenic highways of South America.
Before we arrived to Santa Elena we also enjoyed great views of about 1200 individuals of tepui parrotlets flying
to the roosting site in Roraima tepui while red-shouldered macaws were flying around the Morichal, and several
tawny-headed swallows were foraging low over the grassland.

11 March 2007.
Our day started in a area were we birded for three solid hours. The morning was loaded with barbets, tanagers,
flycatchers and scope views of Bicolored Hawk and Tiny Hawk.This year we were able to drive further west,
towards El Pauji, since the road have been improve dramatically. In this location welearned about the
Amazonian component of the avifauna t in this part of the guianan shield, and understood the differences about
the habitats and the composition of the guianan versus the amazonian avifauna.

12 March 2007.
This wasour only day to explore the southern Gran Sabana, and for thatwe had a tied schedule. We started in
the Morichal, where both red-shouldered and red-bellied macaws were enjoyed. Later, bicolored wrens, White-
throated Kingbird and Plain-crested Elaenia wereseen. The first surprise of the morning was a pair of ash-
throated crakes coming very close to our feet. Then, we explored secondary growth and riverine forest, finding a
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remarkable range extension for Cream-colored Woodpecker. Our drive back to Sierra deLema was filled with
astonishing views of the eastern chain of tepuis, being Wadacapiapue the favorite one.

13 March 2007.
This was what birders call a Òclean-up dayÓ. Among the many species
seen, the remarkable ones included Capuchinbird, Crimson Topaz.
Tepui Whitestart and the yet to-be-published Sierra de Lema Flycatcher
(Formerly MacconellÕs Flycatcher). After a drive northward we spent
the evening in El Palmar wetlands, which are an extension of the
Venezuelan llanos running mainly across the central part of the country.
Here we had an introduction of the birds of the llanos, and ended the
evening with views of Least Nighthawk soaring over the wetland.

14 March 2007.
This is our first of the two full days at Rio Grande, which is part of the Imataca forestry reserve, in the Delta
Amacuro. Our morning started in the grounds of Parador Taguapire, where we enjoyed VenezuelaÕs national
bird, the Venezuelan Troupial, as well as Social Flycatcherand White-eyed Parakeet. After breakfast we drove to
Rio Grande (which is indeed aRio Peque–o!). There we had astonishing views of Crimson Topaz (male and
female), White-necked Jacobin and Fork-tailed Woodnymph. We spent the rest of the morning exploringthe
reserve, having views of Cinnamon-rumped Foliage-Gleaner, Rufous-tailed Flatbill, Rufous-bellied Antwren,
Ferruginous-backed Antbird and Great Jacamar. We came across a feeding flock and studied the flock leaders,
and the many antwrens following the flock. In the afternoon we changed location, to Codaima, where the Harpy
Eagle nest of this year is located. There we spent the late afternoon, enjoying the 4 months old chick as well as
aracaries, parrots, nunbirds, woodpeckers and flycatchers. On our return drive we spotted Long-tailed Potoo,
Pauraque and a thirdCaprimulgidae, one that I could not identify.

15 March 2007.
Our second full day in this bird-rich region was a copy of yesterday. We started in Rio Grande,where we located
thebivouacof an army ant colony, experiencing the frenetic calls of rufous-throated and white-plumed antbirds,
and having extremely close views of both species. The beautiful Rose-breasted Chat was also seen. In the
afternoon we headed to the Harpy Eagle site, and spent most ofthe afternoon birding that area.

16 March 2007.
After a morning in the Harpy Eagle nest, we headed back to Puerto Ordaz to fly to Caracas. A delicious dinner
was a good momentum to refresh our memories of the best experiences of the tour.

I hope you enjoyed this trip, the same way I have been doing for over 20 years. Please, stay posted with the
forthcoming birding tours in South America, where the sun brights every day and birds sing for the whole year!
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The Birdlist
Tinamous
Little TinamouCrypturellus soui. Heard frequently in
forested areas.
Variegated TinamouCrypturellus variegatus. Heard
mainly in Rio Grande.
Grebes
Least GrebeTachybaptus dominicus. Seen once in
Sierra de Lema.
Cormorants
Neotropic CormorantPhalacrocorax brasilianus
Common around Puerto Ordaz and in El Palmar
wetland.
Anhingas & Darters
AnhingaAnhinga anhingaSeen twice. Once in Puerto Ordaz and also in El Palmar.
Frigatebirds
Magnificent FrigatebirdFregata magnificensCommon species along the Caribbean sea.
Herons, Egrets & Bitterns
Whistling HeronSyrigma sibilatrix 4 along the road south of Tumeremo.
Capped HeronPilherodius pileatusGreat views in Cachamay.
Cocoi HeronArdea cocoiSeen twice in El Palmar.
Great EgretArdea albaCommon in El Palmar area.
Snowy EgretEgretta thulaSeen once in El Palmar.
Cattle EgretBubulcus ibisMany sights along the road.
Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum1 juvenile in Rio Grande.
Ibises & Spoonbills
Buff-necked IbisTheristicus caudatus3 individuals south of Tumeremo.
Green IbisMesembrinibis cayennensisSeen threetimes, in the Cuyuni river and in El Palmar.
Ducks and Geese
White-faced Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna viduataA handful of individuals in El Palmar.
Vultures
Black VultureCoragyps atratusCommon and widespread in non-forested areas.
Turkey VultureCathartesaura Common and widespread in non-forested areas.
Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianusA single individual in El Palmar savannas.
Greater Yellow-headed VultureCathartes melambrotusSeveral individuals flying over forested areas.
King VultureSarcoramphus papaGreat views in Rio Grande.
Osprey
OspreyPandion haliaetusVarious on La Llovizna park.
Hawks, Eagles & Kites
Swallow-tailed KiteElanoides forficatusVarious individuals flying usually over forested areas.
Pearl KiteGampsonyx swainsonii One individual in El Palmar.
White-tailed KiteElanus leucurusOne individual in El Palmar.
Double-toothed KiteHarpagus bidentatusSeen twice in Sierra de Lema.
Plumbeous KiteIctinia plumbeaSeveral sights.
Tiny Hawk Accipiter superciliosusA individual scoped in the Pacaraima mountains.
Bicolored HawkAccipiter bicolor 1 juvenile in the Pacaraima mountains.
White HawkLeucopternis albicollisSeen various times in Sierra de Lema.
Great Black-Hawk Buteogallus urubitingaOne flying across the Uairen river.
Savanna HawkButeogallus meridionalisSeveral times in El Palmar.
Gray HawkAsturina (Buteo) nitidaTwo individuals in Rio Grande.
Roadside HawkButeo magnirostrisSeen several times in disturbed habitat.
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Broad-winged HawkButeo platypterusOne in Sierra de Lema at 750m.
Short-tailed HawkButeo brachyurusScattered sights in Sierra de Lema.
White-tailed HawkButeo albicaudatusMostly dark morph individuals in Gran Sabana.
Harpy Eagle Harpia harpyjaDespite much effort, we saw the chick many times but not the adults.
Black-and-white Hawk-EagleSpizastur melanoleucusSeen twice in Sierra de Lema.
Black Hawk-EagleSpizaetus tyrannusOne individuals soaring overhead in Sierra de Lema.
Caracaras & Falcons
Red-throated CaracaraIbycter americanusSeen only once in Rio Grande. A possible sign of forest degradation.
Crested CaracaraCaracara cheriwayMany sights in disturbed areas.
Yellow-headed CaracaraMilvago chimachimaMany sights in disturbed areas.
Laughing FalconHerpetotheres cachinnansOne individual inEl Palmar.
Lined Forest-FalconMicrastur gilvicollisHeard twice in Cuyuni road and in Rio Grande.
Collared Forest-FalconMicrastur semitorquatusHeard in Rio Grande.
American KestrelFalco sparveriusSeen in the Gran Sabana and in the lowlands.
Bat Falcon Falco rufigularisSeen in Sierra de Lema and in Gran Sabana.
Guans, Chachalacas & Allies
Little ChachalacaOrtalis motmotWe enjoyed three individuals in the same spot where David found it in January
2007.
Spix's GuanPenelope jacquacuSeen twice in Sierra de Lema.
New World Quail
Crested BobwhiteColinus cristatusSeen twice in El Palmar.
Rails, Gallinules & Coots
Ash-throated Crake Porzana albicollisGreat views in Gran Sabana. A pair came almost to our feet!
Azure Gallinule Porphyrio flavirostrisOne flushed in El Palmar.
Common MoorhenGallinula chloropusFew in El Palmar wetland.
Jacanas
Wattled JacanaJacana jacanaSeen many times. Associated with wetlands.
Plovers & Lapwings
Southern LapwingVanellus chilensisSeen few times mainly in El Palmar.
Sandpipers & Allies
Solitary SandpiperTringa solitariaTwo individuals in El Palmar wetland.
Spotted SandpiperActitis maculariaSeen three times in the trip. One in the Cuyuni river and two inEl Palmar
area.
Least SandpiperCalidris minutilla More than eight individuals in El Palmar wetland.
Pigeons & Doves
Rock Pigeon ( I )Columba liviaYes, I know. This species shouldnÕt be hereÉIt is in the list just to point out that
is found exclusivelly associated with human populated areas. Not really a wild bird.
Scaled PigeonPatagioenas speciosaTwo sights for the whole trip. Scoped!
Pale-vented PigeonPatagioenas cayennensisCommon in semi-open areas as well as in riverine forest.
Plumbeous PigeonPatagioenas plumbeaHeard in Rio Grande.
Ruddy PigeonPatagioenassubvinaceaSeen in lema and near the Pacaraima mountains.
Ruddy Ground-DoveColumbina talpacotiCommon in the lowlands. Usually associated with scrubby
vegetation.
Scaled DoveColumbina squammataBasically in Puerto Ordaz.
Blue Ground-DoveClaravis pretiosaHeard in the Pacaraima mountains.
White-tipped DoveLeptotila verreauxiSeen regularly in El Palmar.
Gray-fronted DoveLeptotila rufaxillaSeen regularly in the upper Cuyuni area.
Parrots, Macaws & Allies
Red-and-green MacawAra chloropteraSeen in Sierra de Lema and in Rio Grande.
Red-bellied MacawOrthopsittaca manilataGroup leaving the roost area in Gran Sabana.
Red-shouldered MacawDiopsittaca nobilisSeen in Gran Sabana and in E Palmar, the last one being a range
extension.
White-eyed ParakeetAratinga leucophthalmusSeen in Tumeremo and in Rio Grande.
Brown-throated ParakeetAratinga pertinaxPair in Gran Sabana, in a Morichal.
Painted ParakeetPyrrhura pictaTwo groups flying across the road near the Pacaraima mountains.
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Fiery-shouldered Parakeet (E) Pyrrhura egregiaScoped in Sierra de Lema.
Green-rumped ParrotletForpus passerinusCommon around cities and farms.
Orange-chinned ParakeetBrotogeris jugularisA pair in Cachamay. This is the only site known for this species in
SE Venezuela. Although first found south of the Orinoco almost a decade ago, it hasnot expanded towards the
savannas of El Palmar or Tumeremo.
Golden-winged ParakeetBrotogeris chrysopterusA replacement of the previous species, usually restricted to
forested areas.
Tepui Parrotlet Nannopsittaca panychloraGreat views of 1500+ individuals flying over in Gran Sabana,
Black-headed ParrotPionites melanocephalaThree pairs. Always in the lowlands.
Caica ParrotPionopsitta caicaUsually flying by the road. Most common in Rio Grande.
Blue-headed ParrotPionus menstruusThe commonest Psittacid of the trip.
Dusky ParrotPionus fuscusA single individual scoped in Rio Grande.
Blue-cheeked ParrotAmazona dufresnianaHeard mostly in Sierra de Lema and in the alto Cuyuni road.
Yellow-crowned ParrotAmazona ochrocephalaScoped in El Palmar.
Orange-winged ParrotAmazona amazonicaalong with the Blue-headed Parrot, another very common species in
SE Venezuela.
Mealy ParrotAmazona farinosaSeen mainly in the upper Cuyuni area.
Cuckoos
Squirrel CuckooPiaya cayanaSeen in Sierra de Lema and in the Gran Sabana.
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga aniVery common in shrubby areas and open grasslands.
Rufous-winged Ground-Cuckoo Neomorphus rufipennisHeard with the army ants but never responsive
to playback. Unfortunately only heard!
Typical Owls
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianumNice photos at Cachamay.
Potoos
Great PotooNyctibius grandisOne seen at day time on the Rio Grande trail entrance.
Long-tailed PotooNyctibius aethereusOne flushedwell inside the forest when driving back from the Harpy
Eagle.
Common PotooNyctibius griseusHeard in the alto Cuyuni forest.
Nightjars& Allies
Least NighthawkChordeiles pusillusMore than five individuals flying over the Inapuca wetland,in El Palmar.
Not a common species there!
Lesser NighthawkChordeiles acutipennisA commoner species. Many seen in El Palmar area.
PauraqueNyctidromus albicollisThe commonest of the goatsuckers. Seen daily along the road,although not in
dense forested areas and morelikely to occur in forest edge.
Swifts
White-collared SwiftStreptoprocne zonarisAbout six individuals were seen in the alto Cuyuni road.
Tepui Swift (E) Cypseloides chapmaniA single individual flying over the Sierra de Lema. Also seenin the
upper Cuyuni road.
Band-rumped SwiftChaetura spinicaudusCommon in Sierra de lema.
Short-tailed SwiftChaetura brachyuraVery common in the lowlands.
White-tipped SwiftAeronautes montivagusUsually scarce and difficult unless you gain enough elevation. See in
Sierra de Lema.
Fork-tailed Palm-Swift Tachornis squamataUsually associated with the Moriche palms. Seen in Gran Sabana.
Hummingbirds
Eastern Long-tailed HermitPhaethornis superciliosusCommon in the lowlands.
Straight-billed HermitPhaethornis bourcieriCommoner in the slopes of Sierra de Lema.
Reddish HermitPhaethornis ruberNice views of a male singing in the alto Cuyuni road.
Blue-fronted Lancebill Doryfera johannaeWhat a view of this rare species of SE Venezuela! Seen forraging in
Sierra de Lema at eyelevel.
Gray-breasted SabrewingCampylopterus largipennisCommon in the forested lowlands.
Rufous-breasted SabrewingCampylopterus hyperythrusA replacement of the previous species in the tepuis. A
guianan shield specialist. Seen in Sierra de Lema.
White-necked JacobinFlorisuga mellivoraVarious sights in the Cuyuni road and in Rio Grande.
Brown Violet-earColibri delphinaeCommon and singing regularly in Sierra de Lema.
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Crimson TopazTopaza pellaWhat a bird! Scoped in the upper Cuyuni road.
Blue-tailed EmeraldChlorostilbon mellisugusA male in the Rio Uairen, in Gran Sabana.
Fork-tailed WoodnymphThalurania furcataA common beauty in forested areas. Seen many times.
Rufous-throated SapphireHylocharis sapphirinaA male singing in a exposed branch insidethe forest in Rio
Grande.
White-chinned SapphireHylocharis cyanusHeard in Rio Grande.
Tepui Goldenthroat (E) Polytmus milleriWhat a view! After much effort we finally nailed one in Gran
Sabana.
Versicolored EmeraldAgyrtria versicolorA rather more difficult bird to see in comaprison with the next species.
We saw only one at Rio Grande.
White-chested EmeraldAgyrtria brevirostrisA common forested lowland species. Seen singing in Rio Grande.
Glittering-throated EmeraldPolyerata fimbriataCommon and widespread in the warm lands of the Orinoco.
Seen in Cachamay and in the edge habitat of Rio Grande.
Copper-tailed Hummingbird Saucerottia cupreicaudaA recent split from Green-bellied Hummingbird. One
seen in the Icabaru road. A near-endemic species.
Velvet-browed Brilliant (E) Heliodoxa xanthogonysGreat views of various individuals in Sierra de Lema.
Black-eared FairyHeliothryx auritaThis species is so beautiful that seems like an immaculate soul flying inside
the forest. We saw two individuals in Sierrade Lema.
Long-billed StarthroatHeliomaster longirostrisTwo individuals in the Icabaru road.
Trogons
White-tailed TrogonTrogon viridisSeen in the Pacaraima mountains and in Rio Grande.
Violaceous TrogonTrogon violaceusA male with a narrow creamy (notyellow) eyering in Rio Grande.
Masked TrogonTrogon personatusCommon in Sierra de Lema.
Black-tailed TrogonTrogon melanurusOne male in the Pacaraima mountains.
Kingfishers
Ringed KingfisherCeryle torquataMainly seen in El Palmar wetland.
Amazon KingfisherChloroceryle amazonaOne from the Rio Grande bridge.
Motmots
Blue-crowned MotmotMomotus momotaHeard on the Icabaru road.
Jacamars
Brown JacamarBrachygalba lugubrisFamily groups were seen a couple of times at Gran Sabana.
Green-tailed JacamarGalbula galbulaVery nice views (photographed!) in the edge of a river in El Palmar.
Paradise JacamarGalbula deaOne individual perched on a Cecropia branch in Rio Grande.
Great JacamarJacamerops aureusOne individual scoped in Rio Grande.
Puffbirds
Pied Puffbird Notharchus tectusOne perched on the canopy of an emergent tree in the upper Rio Cuyuni road.
Russet-throated PuffbirdHypnelus ruficollisGreat views in Cachamay.
Black NunbirdMonasa atraA family group from the Harpy eagle site, in El Palmar.
Swallow-wing Chelidoptera tenebrosaMany individuals seen. Specially fond to open areas surrounded by
forest.
Barbets
Gilded BarbetCapito auratusGreat views of a very responsive pair in the Pacaraima mountains.
Black-spotted Barbet. Only heard in Rio Grande.
Toucans
Chestnut-tipped ToucanetAulacorhynchus derbianusOne individual in Sierra de Lema at 900m.
Green AracariPteroglossus viridisSeen in Las Claritas and in Rio Grande.
Black-necked AracariPteroglossus aracariAlmost daily views. The most common Ramphastidae of the trip.
Guianan ToucanetSelenidera culikGreat views of a pair in Sierra de Lema.
Channel-billed ToucanRamphastos vitellinusSeen in the upper Cuyuni area as well as in Rio Grande.
Red-billed ToucanRamphastos tucanus(White-throated Toucan) Almost daily views while we were in Rio
Grande.
Woodpeckers & Allies
Golden-spangled PiculetPicumnus exilisHeard many times and finally seen in Rio Grande.
Yellow-tufted WoodpeckerMelanerpes cruentatusMany sights in open areas within forest.
Red-crowned WoodpeckerMelanerpes rubricapillusMainly in Puerto Ordaz and south to Tumeremo.
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Golden-collared WoodpeckerVeniliornis cassiniA pair in Sierra de Lema.
Yellow-throated WoodpeckerPiculus flavigulaAlthough one male was singing regularly in Rio Grande it wasnÕt
very responsive to playback. Only heard.
Golden-olive WoodpeckerPiculus rubiginosusSeen in various ocassions in Sierra de Lema.
Waved WoodpeckerCeleus undatusHeard in Sierra de Lema and seen well in Rio Grande.
Cream-colored WoodpeckerCeleus flavusAn important range extension. One responsive male was tape
recorded in the Uairen river, in the Gran Sabana.
Lineated WoodpeckerDryocopus lineatusSeen various times in Gran Sabana and in Rio Grande.
Red-necked WoodpeckerCampephilus rubricollis Two individuals working on a nest in the Pacaraima
mountains.
Crimson-crested WoodpeckerCampephilus melanoleucosMore than 6 individuals in Rio Grande.
Ovenbirds
Pale-breasted SpinetailSynallaxis albescensHeard various times in Gran Sabana and inRio Grande.
MacConnell's SpinetailSynallaxis macconnelliOne individual with nesting material in Sierra de Lema.
Plain-crowned SpinetailSynallaxis gujanensisGood views in Rio Grande.
Tepui Spinetail (E) Cranioleuca demissaGood views of a pair in Sierrade Lema.
Yellow-chinned SpinetailCerthiaxis cinnamomeaPair in El Palmar wetland.
Roraiman Barbtail (E) Roraimia adustaGreat views of two males displaying and delivering agonistic behavior
and an ample repertoire.
Plain XenopsXenops minutusSeen in Sierra de Lema and in Rio Grande.
Striped WoodhaunterHyloctistes subulatusHeard in Sierra de Lema.
Cinnamon-rumped Foliage-gleanerPhilydor pyrrhodesSecretive pair in Rio Grande. It was indeed very dificult
to see it.
Woodcreepers
Plain-brown WoodcreeperDendrocincla fuliginosaOne individual with the army ants in Rio Grande.
Olivaceous WoodcreeperSittasomus griseicapillusSeen twice in Sierra de Lema.
Wedge-billed WoodcreeperGlyphorynchus spirurusThe commonest and widespread Dendrocolaptidae of the
trip.
Black-banded WoodcreeperDendrocolaptes picumnusOne individual with the army ants in Rio Grande.
Buff-throated WoodcreeperXiphorhynchus guttatusOne individual with the army ants in Rio Grande. Also seen
in the lower areas of Sierra de Lema.
Chestnut-rumped WoodcreeperXiphorhynchus pardalotusPartuiculary common in Sierra de Lema.
Streak-headed WoodcreeperLepidocolaptes souleyetiiPair in Cachamay.
Typical Antbirds
Great AntshrikeTaraba majorPair seen in Gran Sabana.
Black-crested AntshrikeSakesphorus canadensisPair also seen in the Gran Sabana.
Barred AntshrikeThamnophilus doliatusOne male in El Dorado road.
Mouse-colored AntshrikeThamnophilus murinusHeard in the Pacaraima mountains and in Rio Grande.
Northern (Guianan) Slaty-AntshrikeThamnophilus punctatusA male seen singing in the edge of premontane
forest in Gran Sabana.
Streak-backed Antshrike (E) Thamnophilus insignisA pair was seen singing spontaneously in Sierra de Lema.
Great views!
Plain AntvireoDysithamnus mentalisA male in the same location where we found the Roraiman Flycatcher in
Sierra de Lema.
Dusky-throated AntshrikeThamnomanes ardesiacusTwo individuals were seen leading a feeding flock in Rio
Grande.
Cinereous AntshrikeThamnomanes caesiusOne individual was also seenwith the same feeding flock of the
above species.
Pygmy AntwrenMyrmotherula brachyuraHeard in the Pacaraima mountains.
Guianan (Streaked) AntwrenMyrmotherula surinamensisOne male in Rio Grande.
Rufous-bellied Antwren Myrmotherula guttataGreat views ofa very responsive male inside the forest in Rio
Grande. One of my favorite antwrens!
Brown-bellied AntwrenMyrmotherula gutturalisInteresting enough, this species was very responsive this time.
Sometimes is heard but not see. We managed to see well in Rio Grande.
Long-winged AntwrenMyrmotherula longipennisSeen in Rio Grande with the feeding flock.
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Gray Antwren Myrmotherula menetriesiiA male seen in Sierra de Lema at 900m.
Spot-tailed AntwrenHerpsilochmus sticturusHeard in the upper Cuyuni road and inRio Grande. Although we
tried several times we did not manage to see this species.
Todd's Antwren Herpsilochmus stictocephalusPair seen in the upper Cuyuni road. A neck-killer!
Roraiman Antwren (E) Herpsilochmus roraimaeGreat views several times in Sierra de Lema!
Gray AntbirdCercomacra cinerascensOne male seen in Sierra de Lema at 900m.
Dusky AntbirdCercomacra tyranninaA pair was seen in Rio Grande.
Warbling AntbirdHypocnemis cantatorTwo races seen of this about-to-be-split species. The race flavescens was
seen in the Pacaraima mountains while the race notaea was seen in Rio Grande.
Black-chinned AntbirdHypocnemoides melanopogonOnly heard in the upper Cuyuni road. Not responsive to
playback.
Roraiman Antbird Schistocichla saturataThis recent split from Spot-winged Antbird was seen very well by
everyone in Sierra de Lema.
White-bellied AntbirdMyrmeciza longipesTwo individuals heard in Rio Grande.
Ferruginous-backed Antbird Myrmeciza ferrugineaAnother of my favorite antbirds. Great views of this
striking species in Rio Grande.
Black-throated AntbirdMyrmeciza atrothoraxPair seen in the Pacaraima mountains.
White-plumed Antbird Pithys albifronsWhat a view! We saw at least three individuals attending an ant swarm.
Great photos from Peter!
Rufous-throated Antbird Gymnopithys rufigulaAs good as the previous one, we saw at least seven individuals
attending the same ant swarm. Great shots as well!
Scale-backed AntbirdHylophylax poecilinotaOne male seen in the upper Cuyuni road.
Antthrushes & Antpittas
Antpittas were particularly quiet this year. Presumably due to the drought. We managed to see two species,
although the Antpitta was quite confiding and difficult to see.
Rufous-capped AntthrushFormicarius colmaGreat views of one individual in the upper Cuyuni road.
Tepui Antpitta (E) Myrmothera simplexGlimpsed only once. Basically heard.
Cotingas
SharpbillOxyruncus cristatusOne individual (presumably a male?) in Sierra de Lema.
Red-banded Fruiteater (E) Pipreola whitelyiGreat views (scoped) of avery responsive pair. What an
incredible contrast of colors! Certainly a very odd fruiteater.
Screaming PihaLipaugus vociferansApparently the loudest bird in the world. We went across a lekin Rio
Grande and scoped one individual singing.
Rose-collared Piha (E) Lipaugus streptophorusGreat views of a pair in Sierra de Lema.
Pompadour CotingaXipholena puniceaOne female in the Pacaraima mountains.
CapuchinbirdPerissocephalus tricolorThe lek was incredibly quiet this year. Presumably due to thedrought
although I am concerned about human disturbance. One male was forraging right along the road and was seen by
everyone.
White Bellbird Procnias albaA great view of a male singing atop a dead tree in Sierra de Lema.
Bearded Bellbird Procnias averanoSeveraltimes heard in Sierra de Lema and seen as well.
Guianan Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola rupicolaGreat scope views of this astonishing species. What a plumage!
What a beautiful bird!
Manakins
Olive Manakin (E) Chloropipo uniformisA male was seen singing in theSierra de Lema.
White-bearded ManakinManacus manacusA lek enjoyed in the Pacaraima mountains.
White-throated ManakinCorapipo gutturalisOne juvenile male in Rio Grande.
White-crowned ManakinDixiphia pipra Heard many times in the Pacaraima mountains.
Blue-crowned ManakinLepidothrix coronataThis is one of the least common manakins in SE Venezuela. We
saw four males in Sierra de Lema.
Golden-headed ManakinPipra erythrocephalaTwo males in Rio Grande.
Scarlet-horned Manakin Pipra cornutaWe enjoyed views of three males in Sierra de Lema. One male scoped!
Tepui Manakin Lepidothrix suavissimaAlthough is treated as Tepui Manakin in Clements, I encourage fellow
birders to use the name given in Hilty (2003) as Orange-bellied Manakin (Pipra suavissima). We enjoyed a male
singing in Sierra de Lema.
Dwarf Tyrant-ManakinTyranneutes stolzmanniHeard many times in the Pacaraima mountains.
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Tiny Tyrant-ManakinTyranneutes virescensAfter some effort we capture a great view of this species inside the
forest in Rio Grande. Scoped!
Wing-barred PipritesPiprites chlorisSeen twice always with feeding flocks.
Thrush-like SchiffornisSchiffornis turdinusOne male in Rio Grande.
Tyrant Flycatchers
Southern Beardless-TyrannuletCamptostoma obsoletumThis intrepid small species was seen harassing a
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl in Cachamay.
Mouse-colored TyrannuletPhaeomyias murinaHeard in the Rio Uairen, in Gran Sabana.
Forest ElaeniaMyiopagis gaimardiiHeard in El Dorado road, near the Cuyuni river.
Yellow-bellied ElaeniaElaenia flavogasterSeen in the Gran Sabana. ItÕs widespread along SE Venezuela.
Plain-crested ElaeniaElaenia cristataSeen in Gran Sabana, in a Morichal.
Ochre-bellied FlycatcherMionectes oleagineusSeen only once singing inside the forest in Rio Grande.
Sierra de Lema Flycatcher (E)Mionectes macconnelli roraimaeA split-to-come of McConellÕs Flycatcher.
This will be a new pantepui endemic. A male seen in the lek where Hilty and myself recorded this species for the
first time some years ago.
Black-fronted Tyr annulet (E) Phylloscartes nigrifronsMore than four individuals seen in Sierra de Lema.
Sooty-headed TyrannuletPhyllomyias griseicepsSeen in the Harpy site, in El Palmar.
Slender-footed TyrannuletZimmerius gracilipesOnly heard in the upper Cuyuni road.
Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant Myiornis ecaudatusGreat views in Sierra de Lema. The smallest passerine in the
world!
Helmeted Pygmy-TyrantLophotriccus galeatusSeen well in Sierra de Lema and heard several times in the trip.
Slate-headed Tody-Tyrant (Flycatcher)Poecilotriccus sylviaPair seen in Rio Grande. Another small beauty!
Ruddy Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus russatusGreat views of this diminutive beauty in Sierra de Lema.
Painted Tody-FlycatcherTodirostrum pictumOne individual (presumably a male) seen in the tree contiguous to
the Harpy Eagle tree, in Rio Grande.
Common Tody-FlycatcherTodirostrum cinereumRemember, a nose attached to a bird! We saw in edge of dry to
moist forest in El Palmar, Cahcamay and Tumeremo.
Rufous-tailed FlatbillRamphotrigon ruficaudaGreat views of a pair inside the forest in Rio Grande.
Yellow-olive FlycatcherTolmomyias sulphurescensSeen three times. The most important record is the one from
Sierra de Lema (race duidae). Expect a multiple split here!
Yellow-margined Flycatcher (Zimmer's Flatbill)Tolmomyias assimilisGood views in Sierra de Lema. Quite
vocal this time of the year.
Gray-crowned Flycatcher (Gray-crowned Flatbill)Tolmomyias poliocephalusThis tree-top dweller was seen in
Rio Grande.
Yellow-breasted Flycatcher (Ochre-lored Flatbill)Tolmomyias flaviventrisHeard in El Palmar. Not seen this
time!
Golden-crowned SpadebillPlatyrinchus coronatusTwo individuals were scoped in Rio Grande. They were
quite active vocalizing regularly.
White-throated SpadebillPlatyrinchus mystaceusPair vocalizing and seen in Sierra de Lema, at 1320m . 
Race ptaritepui?
White-crested SpadebillPlatyrinchus platyrhynchosHeard in Rio Grande.
Roraiman Flycatcher Myiophobus roraimaeThis was the surprise of the trip since I have been lookig for this
species in Sierra de Lema for decades. Our individual was forraging with a loose feeding flock, very low (1.5
meters from the ground), in the understory of the forest. It did not pay attention to the playback of the song from
the birds in Bolivia. Surely, this species is calling for a taxonomical revision!
Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferrugineaPair in the monument in Sierra de Lema.
Euler's FlycatcherLathrotriccus euleriOne individual in the riverine forest of the Rio Uairen.
Olive-sidedFlycatcherContopus cooperiAn interesting photo record of one individual in northern Gran Sabana.
Not a common species there!
Smoke-colored PeweeContopus fumigatusCommon in Sierra de Lema.
White-headed Marsh-TyrantArundinicola leucocephalaA pair alongthe road to Tumeremo and another two in
la Llovizna, in Puerto Ordaz.
Long-tailed TyrantColonia colonusThree individuals in the road to Icabaru.
Cattle TyrantMachetornis rixosusSeen in the farmland of El Palmar.
Cinnamon AttilaAttila cinnamomeusHeard in Rio Grande and seen very well (eye level) in El Palmar.
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Bright-rumped AttilaAttila spadiceusHeard only in El Palmar.
Grayish MournerRhytipterna simplexOne seen picking insects on the ground on the upper Cuyuni road.
Interesting behavior.
Dusky-capped FlycatcherMyiarchus tuberculiferHeard in the upper Cuyuni road.
Swainson's FlycatcherMyiarchus swainsoniOne individual in the riverine forest of the Rio Uairen.
Short-crested FlycatcherMyiarchus feroxSeen in southern Gran Sabana and heard in ElPalmar.
Lesser KiskadeePhilohydor lictorPair in the bridge of Rio Grande.
Great KiskadeePitangus sulphuratusCommon in disturbed areas and in farmland.
Boat-billed FlycatcherMegarynchus pitanguaSeveral sights in dry country.
Rusty-margined FlycatcherMyiozetetes cayanensisSeen in riverine habitat and in El Palmar.
Social FlycatcherMyiozetetes similisSeen only in El Palmar. Race without dusly cheeks and faint wing bars.
Yellow-throated FlycatcherConopias parvaOne in the Pacaraima mountains. Found usually in the top of ample-
canopy trees.
Streaked FlycatcherMyiodynastes maculatusSeveral sights in Cuyuni, Rio Grande and El Palmar.
Piratic FlycatcherLegatus leucophaiusSeen in Tumeremo, Cuyuni and Rio Grande. A pair nesting in a Red-
rumped Cacique nesting colony, west of Santa Elena de Uairen.
Variegated FlycatcherEmpidonomus variusOne in Rio Grande.
White-throated Kingbird Tyrannus albogularisThis species is restricted to the SE corner of Venezuela. We
saw two males in southern Gran Sabana.
Tropical KingbirdTyrannus melancholicusSeen many times. Regularly in open country.
Fork-tailed FlycatcherTyrannus savanaSeveral individuals seen in Gran Sabana.
Black-capped BecardPachyramphus marginatusHeard in the upper Cuyuni road.
Black-tailed TityraTityra cayanaVarious sights in El Palmar and in the Pacaraima mountains.
Black-crowned TityraTityra inquisitorOne male in El Palmar.
Swallows
Gray-breasted MartinProgne chalybeaCommon around El Palmar, and in the Cuyuni bridge.
White-winged SwallowTachycineta albiventerMany sights in wetlands along the road.
Blue-and-white SwallowNotiochelidon cyanoleucaVarious sights in Sierra de Lema. A breeding colony below
the checkpoint.
Black-collared SwallowAtticora melanoleucaTwo adults and four chicks in Cachamay.
White-thighed SwallowNeochelidon tibialisGreat views of this rare species restricted to southern Venezuela.
We enjoyed 3 individuals perched along the Icabaru road.
Tawny-headed SwallowAlopochelidon fucataMany good views of individuals flying over the Gran Sabana.
Southern Rough-winged SwallowStelgidopteryx ruficollisSeen near Santa Elena de Uaire.
Barn SwallowHirundo rusticaVarious sights in both Gran Sabana north ans south.
Pipits & Wagtails
Yellowish PipitAnthus lutescensOne individual flushed in the area of the large termite nests.
Wrens
Bicolored WrenCampylorhynchus griseusTwo individuals in southern Gran Sabana.
Coraya WrenThryothorus corayaSeen well in Sierra de Lema. A future split from the lowland forms.
Buff-breasted WrenThryothorus leucotisHeard from the Rio Cuyuni bridge.
House WrenTroglodytes aedonUsually found in human populated areas. Fairly common in El Palmar.
White-breasted Wood-WrenHenicorhina leucostictaHeard in Rio Grande.
Flutist Wren (E) Microcerculus ustulatusHeard in Sierra de Lema. Not very responsive this time.
Musician Wren Cyphorhinus aradusVery good views of two individuals in Rio Grande.
Mockingbirds
Tropical MockingbirdMimus gilvusMany sights in open dry areas.
Thrushes
Rufous-brown SolitaireCichlopsis leucogenysSights in Sierra de Lema.
Yellow-legged Thrush Platycichla flavipes A male in Sierra de Lema.Race polionota.
Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelas Sights in Cachamay, in the Gran Sabana and in El Palmar.
Black-billed ThrushTurdusignobilisScattered sights in Sierra de Lema.
Bare-eyed ThrushTurdus nudigenisHeard in riverine forest of the Rio Uairen.
White-necked ThrushTurdus albicollisA family group in Rio Grande.
Gnatcatchers
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Long-billed GnatwrenRamphocaenus melanurusTwo individuals came all the way to the ground after playback
in Rio Grande. Very good views!
Tropical GnatcatcherPolioptila plumbeaMany pairs at Cachamay.
Jays
Cayenne JayCyanocorax cayanusThe species was seen well in the upper Cuyuni road and also in Rio Grande.
Vireos & Allies
Red-eyed VireoVireo olivaceusSeen mainly in Cachamay. Sometimes treated as a separate species: Chivi
Vireo.
Tepui Greenlet (E)Hylophilus sclateriGreat views of two individuals in Sierra de Lema.
Buff-cheeked GreenletHylophilus muscicapinusHeard in Sierra de Lema, upper Cuyuni road and in Rio Grande.
Not seen by everyone.
Scrub GreenletHylophilus flavipesVarious sights in Cachamay.
Tawny-crowned GreenletHylophilus ochraceicepsOne individual in the slope of Sierra de Lema.
Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo Vireolanius leucotisHeard in Sierra de Lema.
Rufous-browed PeppershrikeCyclarhis gujanensisCommon species in forested regions. Notice the ones south of
the Orinoco have orange iris.
Siskins & allies
Plumbeous EuphoniaEuphonia plumbea Two individuals in an old Phelps museum collecting site, Minas del
Polaco.
Purple-throated EuphoniaEuphonia chloroticaTwo in the upper Cuyuni road. Veery similar to Trinidad
Euphonia and male plumages almost inseparable in the field althought theyhave different habitat preference.
Trinidad EuphoniaEuphonia trinitatisThree individuals in El Palmar.
Finsch's EuphoniaEuphonia finschiOnly heard in the riverine forest of the Uairen river.
Violaceous EuphoniaEuphonia violaceaThew commonest Euphoniaof the trip. Seen in almost every forested
region.
Orange-bellied EuphoniaEuphonia xanthogasterCommon only in Sierra de Lema. Individuals from SE
Venezuela donÕt show much orange on the belly.
Blue-naped ChlorophoniaChlorophonia cyaneaHeard in Sierrade Lema.
Hooded SiskinCarduelis magellanicaSeen by Nancy in Gran Sabana. Good one!
New World Warblers
Tropical ParulaParula pitiayumiSeen in Cachamay and in Sierra de Lema.
Yellow WarblerDendroica petechiaMany in dryer regions.
Blackburnian WarblerDendroica fuscaOne in Sierra de Lema. Not so common to see boreal migrants in this
part of the country.
Blackpoll WarblerDendroica striataA male in winter plumage in the road to Icabaru, in Pacarima.
American RedstartSetophaga ruticillaOne male in Sierra de Lema.
Slate-throated Redstart(Slate-throated Whitestart)Myioborus miniatusCommon in the slope of Sierra de Lema.
Tepui Redstart (E) (Tepui Whitestart)Myioborus castaneocapillusGreat views in Sierra de Lema.
Roraiman Warbler Basileuterus (b.) roraimaeSometimes treated as Two-banded Warbler (Basileuterus
bivittatus). Many pairs were vocalizing in Sierra de Lema. Great views of this one.
Rose-breasted ChatGranatellus pelzelniOne male in Rio Grande. Everyone loved this one!
Bananaquit
BananaquitCoereba flaveolaAlthough itÕs a widespread species it will face some taxonomical challenges. We
saw two races, the lowlands one bolivari, which resembles the ones of the rest of the country and the more
distinctive roraimae, with diferent plumage and voice, restricted to the tepui area.
Tanagers & Allies
Black-faced TanagerSchistochlamys melanopisTwo adulst. One carrying nesting material. Gran Sabana.
Magpie TanagerCissopis leverianaOne in the Icabaru road.
Guira TanagerHemithraupis guiraPair responding very well to vocalizations from the Atlantic rainforest of
Brazil. Rio Uairen, Gran Sabana.
Yellow-backed TanagerHemithraupis flavicollisFour individuals (family group) in the Icabaru road.
Olive-backed Tanager (E)Mitrospingus oleagineusA coupleof family groups in Sierra de Lema.
Fulvous Shrike-TanagerLanio fulvusWe saw about four individuals with a feeding flock in Sierra de Lema.
Flame-crested TanagerTachyphonus cristatusTwo males in the Pacaraima mountains.
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Fulvous-crested TanagerTachyphonus surinamusA couple of encounters of individuals singing in the upper
Cuyuni road.
White-lined TanagerTachyphonus rufusA pair in El Dorado road and another pair in El Palmar.
Red-shouldered TanagerTachyphonus phoeniciusTwo pairs in Sierra de Lema.
Hepatic TanagerPiranga flavaSoemtimes treated as Highland Hepatic TanagerPiranga (f.) lutea. One adult and
one sub-adult in Sierra de Lema.
White-winged TanagerPiranga leucopteraA pair in Sierra de Lema.
Silver-beaked TanagerRamphocelus carboA commonedge species. Seen almost every day.
Blue-gray TanagerThraupis episcopusCommon and widespread. Very tolerant to various habitats.
Palm TanagerThraupis palmarumSeen almost every day but less numerous than previous species.
Turquoise TanagerTangara mexicanaA pair in the upper Cuyuni river and another one in Rio Grande.
Paradise TanagerTangara chilensisCertainly one of the most striking tanagers of the neotropics. We went
across various flocks in Sierra de Lema and in the upper Cuyuni road.
Green-and-gold TanagerTangara schrankiiThis one was seen in the Pacaraima mountains. Is one of those
amazonian species that spread into the W corner of SE Venezuela.
Yellow-bellied TanagerTangara xanthogastraFew sights in Sierra de Lema.
Spotted TanagerTangarapunctataOnly three individuals seen in the Pacaraima mountains.
Speckled TanagerTangara guttataThis one of the three similar species (including the two above) was seen in
Sierra de Lema and in Gran Sabana, at the ecotone forest-savanna.
Bay-headed TanagerTangara gyrolaCommon in Sierra de Lema.
Burnished-buff TanagerTangara cayanaSeen on the Gran Sabana and in El Palmar area.
Masked TanagerTangara nigrocinctaVarious individuals in the road to Icabaru and in the Rio Uairen riverine
forest.
Black-headed TanagerTangara cyanopteraVarious pairs. Finally tape recorded! Expect some taxonomical
revision of this race.
Black-faced DacnisDacnis lineataAdult and juveniles on Gran Sabana.
Blue DacnisDacnis cayanaSeen on Gran Sabana and in the upper Cuyuni road.
Green HoneycreeperChlorophanes spizaPair in the riverine forest of Rio Uairen.
Purple HoneycreeperCyanerpes caeruleusMany in Sierra de Lema. Also in Rio Grande.
Red-legged HoneycreeperCyanerpes cyaneusLess common than the previous species. Seenin Kama falls (Gran
Sabana).
Swallow-TanagerTersina viridisPair in the riverine forest of the Rio Uairen.
Sparrows, Seedeaters
Blue-black GrassquitVolatinia jacarinaVarious males displaying. Unfortunatelly expanding southdue to the
forest degradation.
Plumbeous SeedeaterSporophila plumbeaOne female seen on the road to Icabaru. Also a male flushed on the
same road.
Gray SeedeaterSporophila intermediaSeen in Cachamay and in El Dorado road.
Yellow-bellied SeedeaterSporophila nigricollisCouple of sights in El Palmar. This species have an interesting
tendency to occur in the slopes of the mountains, but in the Orinoco delta as well as in the south of the country
apparently spread into the flat grasslands.
Ruddy-breasted SeedeaterSporophila minutaVarious sights in El Palmar.
Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch (Lesser Seed-Finch)Oryzoborus angolensisThis species is almost extincted in
Suriname and Guyana and under tremendous pressure in Venezuela by the bird trappers. We enjoyed two males
and a female.
Saffron FinchSicalis flaveolaSights in Tumeremo and El Palmar.
Wedge-tailed Grass-FinchEmberizoides herbicolaOne scoped in northern Gran Sabana.
Red-capped CardinalParoaria gularisGreat views in Cachamay. Actually under taxonomical revision.
Sometimes treated as Masked Cardinal.
Tepui Brush-Finch (E) Atlapetes personatusPair in Sierra de Lema. Not particularly common this time!
Pectoral SparrowArremon taciturnusA very responsive species this time of the year. Heard many times and
seen twice, in Sierrade Lema and in Rio Grande.
Rufous-collared SparrowZonotrichia capensisA common and widespread andean species. We saw the race
roraimae over Gran Sabana.
Saltators, Cardinals & Allies



2007 VENT Eastern Venezuela Birdlist. D. Ascanio.

Red-and-black GrosbeakPeriporphyrus erythromelasAlthough we heard amale very close it did not respond
to playback. We spent about 40 minutes trying to get this one,but unfortunatelly we only heard it.
Grayish SaltatorSaltator coerulescensSometimes treated as Northern Grayish Saltator. One individual seeing at
the entrance of Rio Grande.
Slate-colored GrosbeakSaltator grossusHeard in Rio Grande.
Orinocan Saltator Saltator orenocensisGreat views and photos in Cachamay.
Yellow-green GrosbeakCaryothraustes canadensisVarious sights in Sierra de Lema and in Rio Grande.
Blue-black GrosbeakCyanocompsa cyanoidesOne juvenile in the upper Cuyuni river.
Troupials & Allies (Icterids)
Red-breasted BlackbirdSturnella militarisSeveral males in the El Palmar grasslands.
Eastern MeadowlarkSturnella magnaSeen over Gran Sabanaand along the El Palmar grasslands.
Carib GrackleQuiscalus lugubrisRestricted to Puerto Ordaz and in El Palmar. A well distributed species north
of the Orinoco.
Giant CowbirdMolothrus oryzivorusPair in El Palmar.
Moriche OrioleIcterus chrysocephalusThe individual seen at 900m in Sierra de Lema represents the highest for
SE Venezuela.
Yellow Oriole Icterus nigrogularisSeen many times in El Palmar.
Orange-crowned OrioleIcterus auricapillus10+ individuals around the Harpy eagle nest site. Interesting
flocking behavior.
Venezuelan TroupialIcterus icterusA regular visitor to the feeder of El Palmar hotel. VenezuelaÕs national
bird.
Yellow-rumped CaciqueCacicus celaVarious sights mainly along the El Palmar road.
Red-rumped CaciqueCacicus haemorrhous Impressive views of three large nesting colonies on the roadto
Icabaru.
Crested OropendolaPsarocolius decumanusActually expanding due to the primary forest degradation. Common
nowadays along the main road across the lowlands.
Green OropendolaPsarocolius viridisSeen mainly in the lower slope of Sierra de Lema. Declining inSE
Venezuela.
Golden-tufted GrackleMacroagelaius imthurniVarious groups in Sierra de Lema.


