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After the first few days afield there was little doubt in anyone’s mind that they were 

in one of the world’s great tropical wildernesses. The macaws had something to do 

with it. Over 50 Red-and-green Macaws argued over a clay bank and draped 

themselves over tree limbs like animated pieces of brightly colored cloth, as they 

worked up the courage to leave the safety of the trees and descend to the open clay 

bank. Thirty minutes away, by boat, at the Manu Wildlife Center, Scarlet Macaws 

were leaving the clearing to feed at distant sites just as the sun’s first rays bathed 

the canopy in a golden glow. Pairs and trios of Blue-and-yellow Macaws were 

streaming back and forth. One perched atop a dead palm stub and excavated a 

cavity with its massive beak. Big gaudy macaws, like toucans, are quintessential 

icons of tropical latitudes, but they represent something else too. They are excellent 

indicators of truly wild areas where human impact is minimal, where hunting, 

poaching, and other activities degrade or alter the natural balance of animals and 

birds. 

   

And, there were other signs of the excellent health of the area. A Bartlett’s Tinamou 

crouched and preened by a trail for more than ten minutes. Five Pale-winged 

Trumpeters stalked past our assembled group, backs humped and black eyes 

glistening as they eyed us suspiciously for a few moments, then circled back and 

eventually paused to rest in the middle of the trail. They seemed almost oblivious to 

the assembling group of humans who were now snapping pictures of them. A pair of 

Orinoco Geese on a river sandbar shepherded their family of six goslings to safety at 

the approach of our boat. One morning, observing from a canopy platform in a 

large Ceiba tree, we saw several dozen toucans representing no less than six species. 

In trees bordering a quiet oxbow lake the calls of three families of Horned 

Screamers boomed and echoed back and forth across the lake at dawn as each, in 

turn, announced their presence. On branches overhanging this same lake, 50 

hoatzins dozed in disheveled indolence in the soft morning light. Nearby, three giant 

otters huffed and snorted, and dived for fish. Soon an otter held a fish aloft with 

both front paws. Backpedaling in the water, it unceremoniously chewed at its 

slippery prize, biting away first the head, then working rearward, bones crunching, 

lips smacking. 
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The Manu experience is all-encompassing, from the largest to the smallest creatures. 

A black spider monkey whoops from the canopy of a tall tree. A Pavonine Quetzal 

calls softly, its slow mournful cries betraying its presence in a fruiting tree, while a 

mixed species flock flits through foliage. Amidst this vibrancy of life humans seem 

almost an aberration, temporary observers of the ebb and flow of life in this great 

wilderness engine. 

 
*(asterisk) = species heard only 

List of Birds:  Order and taxonomy follow that of Clements checklist with updates. 

 

Great Tinamou Tinamus major 

*Cinereous Tinamou Tinamus cinereus 

Undulated Tinamou Crypturellus undulates 

*Black-capped Tinamou Crypturellus atrocapillus 

Bartlett’s Tinamou Crypturellus bartletti 

Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus 

Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus 

Anhinga Anhinga anhinga 

Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatus 

Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi 

Great Egret  Ardea alba 

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea 

Snowy Egret Egretta thula 

Cattle Egret Bulbulcus ibis 

Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum 

Wood Stork Mycteria Americana 

Green Ibis Mesembrinibis cayennensis 

Horned Screamer Anhima cornuta 

Orinoco Goose Neochen jubata 

Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata 

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 

Greater Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes melambrotus 

King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

Grey-headed Kite Leptodon cayanensis 

Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus 

Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis 

Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus 

Plumbeous Kite Ictinia plumbea 

Tiny Hawk Accipiter superciliosus 

Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens 

Slate-colored Hawk Leucopternis schistaceus 

Great Black-Hawk Buteogallus urubitinga 

Black-collared Hawk Busarellus nigricollis 
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Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus 

Roadside Hawk  Buteo magnirostris 

Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus 

Black-and-white Hawk-Eagle Spizastur melanoleucus 

Black Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus tyrannus 

Ornate Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus ornatus 

Black Caracara Daptrius ater 

Red-throated Caracara Ibycter americanus 

*Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans 

Colared Forest-Falcon Micrastur semitorquatus 

Barred Forest-Falcon Micrastur gilvicollis 

Lined Forest-Falcon Micrastur gilvicollis 

Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis 

Speckled Chachalaca Ortalis guttata 

Spix’s Guan Penelope jacquacu 

Blue-throated Piping-Guan Penelope cumanensis 

Starred Wood-Quail Odontophorus stellatus 

Hoatzin Opisthocomus hoazin 

Limpkin Aramus guarauna 

Pale-winged Trumpeter Psophia leucoptera 

*Rufous-sided Crake Laterallus melanophaius 

*Gray-breasted Crake Laterallus exilis 

Gray-necked Wood-Rail Aramides cajanea 

Sungrebe Heliornis fulica 

Sunbittern Eurypyga helias 

Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana 

Pied Plover Vanellus cayanus 

Collared Plover Charadrius collaris 

Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia 

Large-billed Tern Sterna simplex 

Yellow-billed Tern Sterna superciliaris 

Black Skimmer Rynchops niger 

Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis 

Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea 

Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea 

*Blue Ground-Dove Claravis pretiosa 

Gray-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla 

Blue-and-yellow Macaw Ara ararauna 

Scarlet Macaw Ara macao 

Red-and-green Macaw Ara chloroptera 

Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severa 

Red-bellied Macaw Orthopsittaca manilata 



 - 4 - 

White-eyed Parakeet Aratinga leucophthalmus 

Dusky-headed Parakeet Aratinga weddellii 

Painted Parakeet Pyrrhura picta 

Dusky-billed Parrotlet Forpus sclateri 

Cobalt-winged Parakeet Brotogeris cyanoptera 

Tui Parakeet Brotogeris sanctithomae 

Amazonian Parrotlet Nannopsittaca dachilleae 

White-bellied Parrot Pionites leucogaster 

Orange-cheeked Parrot Pionopsitta barrabandi 

Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus 

Yellow-crowned Parrot Amazona ochrocephala 

Mealy Parrot Amazona farinose 

Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana 

Black-bellied Cuckoo Piaya melanogaster 

Little Cuckoo Piaya minuta 

Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani 

*Crested Owl Lophostrix cristata 

*Amazonian Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium hardyi 

Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus 

Sand-colored Nighthawk Chordeiles rupestris 

*Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis 

White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris 

Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris 

Pale-rumped Swift Chaetura egregia 

Short-tailed Swift Chaetura brachyura 

Fork-tailed Palm-Swift Tachornis squamata 

Rufous-breasted Hermit Glaucis hirsute 

Pale-tailed Barbthroat Threnetes niger 

White-bearded Hermit Phaethornis hispidus 

Great-billed hermit Phaethornis malaris 

Reddish Hermit Phaethornis ruber 

Gray-breasted Sabrewing Campylopterus largipennis 

White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora 

Fork-tailed Woodnymph Thalurania furcata 

White-chinned Sapphire Hylocharis cyanus 

Black-eared Fairy Heliothryx aurita 

Long-billed Starthroat Heliomaster longirostris 

*Amazonian Violaceous Trogon Trogon violaceus 

Collared Trogon Trogon collaris 

Blue-crowned Trogon Trogon curucui 

Black-tailed Trogon Trogon melanurus 

Pavonine Quetzal Pharomachrus pavoninus 

Ringed Kingfisher Ceryle torquata 

Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona 

Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana 
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Green-and-rufous Kingfisher Chloroceryle inda 

Blue-crowned Motmot Momotus momota 

Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum 

Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii 

Chestnut Jacamar Galbalcyrhynchus purusianus 

Bluish-fronted Jacamar Galbula cyanescens 

*Great Jacamar Jacamerops aureus 

White-necked Puffbird Notharchus macrorhynchos 

Striolated Puffbird Nystalus striolatus 

Black-fronted Nunbird Monasa nigrifrons 

White-fronted Nunbird Monasa morphoeus 

Swallow-winged Puffbird Chelidoptera tenebrosa 

Gilded Barbet Capito auratus 

Lemon-throated Barbet Eubucco richardsoni 

Brown-mandibled Aracari Pteroglossus mariae 

Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis 

Curl-crested Aracari Pteroglossus beauharnaesii 

Golden-collared Toucanet Selenidera reinwardtii 

Channel-billed Toucanet Ramphastos vitellinus 

White-throated Toucan Ramphastos tucanus 

Bar-breasted Piculet Picumnus aurifrons 

Rufous-breasted Piculet Picumnus rufiventris 

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker Melanerpes cruentatus 

Little Woodpecker Veniliornis passerinus 

Red-stained Woodpecker Veniliornis affinis 

White-throated Woodpecker Piculus leucolaemus 

*Yellow-throated Woodpecker Piculus flavigula 

Golden-green Woodpecker Piculus chrysochloros 

Scale-breasted  Woodpecker Celeus grammicus 

Cream-colored Woodpecker Celeus flavus 

Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus 

Red-necked Woodpecker Campephilus rubricollis 

Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos 

Pale-legged Hornero Furnarius leucopus 

*Dark-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albigularis 

Speckled Spinetail Cranioleuca gutturata 

Plain Softtail Phacellodomus fusciceps 

Orange-fronted Plushcrown Metropothrix aurantiacus 

Slender-billed Xenops Xenops tenuirostris 

Plain Xenops Xenops minutus 

Point-tailed Palmcreeper Berlepschia rikeri 

Chestnut-winged Foliage-gleaner Philydor erythropterum 

*Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Philydor rufum 

*Crested Foliage-gleaner Automolus dorsalis 

Chestnut-crowned Foliage-gleaner Automolus rufipileatus 
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Olive-backed Foliage-gleaner Automolus infuscatus 

*Black-tailed Leaftosser Sclerurus caudatus 

Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa 

*Long-tailed Woodcreeper Deconychura longicauda 

Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus 

Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus 

Long-billed Woodcreeper Nasica longirostris 

Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper Dendrexetastes rufigula 

Buff-throated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus guttatus 

Lineated Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes albolineatus 

Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus pucherani 

Fasciated Antshrike Cymbilaimus lineatus 

*Bamboo Antshrike Cymbilaimus sanctaemariae 

Great Antshrike Taraba major 

Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus 

*Plain-winged Antshrike Thamnophilus schistaceus 

Spot-winged Antshrike Pygiptila stellaris 

Dusky-throated Antshrike Thamnomanes ardesiacus 

Bluish-slate Antshrike Thamnomanes schistogynus 

Pygmy Antwren Myrmotherula brachyura 

Sclater’s Antwren Myrmotherula sclateri 

Amazonian Streaked-Antwren Myrmotherula multostriata 

Plain-throated Antwren Myrmotherula hauxwelli 

Stipple-throated Antwren Myrmotherula haematonota 

White-flanked Antwren Myrmotherula axillaries 

Long-winged Antwren Myrmotherula longipennis 

Gray Antwren Myrmotherula menetriesii 

Striated Antbird Drymophila devillei 

Chestnut-shouldered Antwren Terenura humeralis 

Blackish Antbird Cercomacra nigrescens 

Manu Antbird Cercomacra manu 

White-browed Antbird Myrmoborus leucophrys 

Black-faced Antbird Myrmoborus myotherinus 

Warbling Antbird (white-breasted 

form) 

Hypocnemis cantator 

Warbling Antbird (yellow-breasted 

form) 

Hypocnemis cantator 

Band-tailed Antbird Hypocnemoides maculicauda 

Silvered Antbird Sclateria naevia 

White-lined Antbird Percnostola lophotes 

Southern Chestnut-tailed Antbird Myrmeciza hemimelaena 

Plumbeous Antbird Myrmeciza hyperythra 

Goeldi’s Antbird Myrmeciza goeldii 

*Black-throated Antbird Myrmeciza atrothorax 

*Scale-backed Antbird Hylophylax poecilinota 
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*Black-spotted Bare-eye Phlegopsis nigromaculata 

Rufous-capped Antthrush Formicarius colma 

Black-faced Antthrush Formicarius analis 

Rusty-belted Tapaculo Liosceles thoracicus 

White-browed Purpletuft Iodopleura isabellae 

Screaming Piha Lipaugus vociferans 

Purple-throated Cotinga Porphyrolaema porphyrolaema 

Plum-throated Cotinga Cotinga maynana 

Spangled Cotinga Cotinga cayana 

Bare-necked Fruitcrow Gymnoderus foetidus 

Purple-throated Fruitcrow Querula purpurata 

Band-tailed Manakin Pipra fasciiicauda 

Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin Tyranneutes stolzmanni 

Wing-barred Piprites Piprites chloris 

*Greater Schiffornis Schiffornis major 

*Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum 

*Mouse-colored Tyrannulet Phaeomyias murina 

Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardii 

River Tyrannulet Serpophaga hypoleuca 

Sepia-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon amaurocephalus 

Plain Tyrannulet Inezia inornata 

Flammulated Bamboo-Tyrant; Hemitriccus flammulatus;  

White-bellied Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus griseipectus 

Johannes’ Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus johannis 

Spotted Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum maculatum 

Yellow-browed  Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum 

*Large-headed Flatbill Ramphotrigon megacephala 

*Dusky-tailed Flatbill Ramphotrigon fuscicauda 

[Rufous-tailed Flatbill] Ramphotrigon ruficauda 

Gray-crowned Flycatcher Tolmomyias poliocephalus 

*Golden-crowned Spadebill Platyrinchus coronatus 

*White-crested Spadebill Platyrinchus platyrhynchos 

Bran-colored Flycatcher Myiophobus fasciatus 

Subtropical Doradito Pseudocolopteryx 

Tropical Pewee  Contopus fumigatus 

Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus 

Drab Water-Tyrant Ochthoeca littoralis 

Little Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola fluviatilis 

White-eyed Attila Attila bolivianus 

*Cinereous Mourner Laniocera hypopyrra 

Sirystes Sirystes sibilator 

Grayish Mourner Rhytipterna simplex 

Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer 

Swainson’s Flycatcher Myiarchus swainsoni 

Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus ferox 
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Lesser Kiskadee Philohydor lictor 

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus 

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua 

Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similes 

Gray-capped Flycatcher Myiozetetes granadensis 

Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculates 

Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius 

Crowned Slaty-Flycatcher Griseotyrannus aurantioatrocristatus 

Sulphury Flycatcher Tyrannopis sulphurea 

Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 

White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus 

[Black-capped Becard] Pachyramphus marginatus 

Pink-throated Becard Pachyramphus minor 

Black-tailed Tityra Tityra cayana 

Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata 

Black-crowned Tityra Tityra inquisitor 

Brown-chested Martin Progne tapera 

White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer 

White-rumped Swallow Tachycineta leucorrhoa 

Blue-and-white Swallow Neochelidon cyanoleuca 

White-banded Swallow Atticora fasciata 

Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapillus 

Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus 

Moustached Wren Thryothorus genibarbis 

*Buff-breasted Wren Thryothorus leucotis 

House Wren Troglodytes aedon 

*Southern Nightingale-Wren Microcerculus marginatus 

*Musician Wren Cyphorhinus aradus 

Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis 

Hauxwell’s Thrush Turdus hauxwelli 

Purplish Jay Cyanocorax cyanomelas 

Violaceous Jay Cyanocorax violaceus 

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus 

Dusky-capped Greenlet Hylophilus hypoxanthus 

Tawny-crowned Greenlet Hylophilus ochraceiceps 

Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris 

White-lored Euphonia Euphonia chrysopasta 

White-vented Euphonia Euphonia minuta 

Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster 

Rufous-bellied Euphonia Euphonia rufiventris 

Magpie Tanager Cissopis leveriana 

Red-billed Pied-Tanager Lamprospiza melanoleuca 

Orange-headed Tanager Thlypopsis sordida 
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Guira Tanager Hemithraupis guira 

White-winged Shrike-Tanager Lanio versicolor 

Yellow-crested Tanager Tachyphonus rufiventer 

White-shouldered Tanager Tachyphonus luctuosus 

Red-crowned Ant-Tanager Habia rubica 

Masked Crimson Tanager Ramphocelus nigrogularis 

Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo 

Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus 

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum 

Turquoise Tanager Tangara mexicana 

Paradise Tanager Tangara chilensis 

Green-and-gold Tanager Tangara schrankii 

Yellow-bellied Tanager Tangara xanthocephala 

Opal-rumped Tanager Tangara velia 

Opal-crowned Tanager Tangara callophrys 

Black-faced Dacnis Dacnis lineata 

Yellow-bellied Dacnis Dacnis flaviventer 

Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana 

Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza 

Swallow-Tanager Tersina viridis 

Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina 

Double-collared Seedeater Sporophila caerulescens 

Chestnut-bellied Seedeater Sporophila castaneiventris 

Red-capped Cardinal Paroaria gularis 

Yellow-browed Sparrow Ammodramus aurifrons 

Grayish Saltator Saltator coerulescens 

Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus 

Pale-eyed Blackbird Agelasticus xanthophthalmus 

Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus 

Epaulet Oriole Icterus cayanensis 

Orange-backed Troupial Icterus croconotus 

Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela 

*Solitary (Black) Cacique Cacicus solitarius 

Casqued Oropendola Psarocolius oseryi 

Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus 

Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons 

Amazonian (Olive) Oropendola Gymnostinops bifasciatus (or Psaracolius 

yurucares if not split) 

 

   

LIST OF MAMMALS 

Long-nosed Bat Nasorhynchus    

Nine-banded Armadillo Dasypus novemcinctus 

Saddleback Tamarin Saguinus fascicollis 

Emperor Tamarin Saguinus imperator 
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Dusky Titi-Monkey Callicebus moloch 

Common Squirrel Monkey Saimiri sciureus 

Brown Capuchin Cebus apella 

White-fronted Capuchin Cebus albifrons 

Red Howler Monkey Alouatta seniculus 

Black Spider Monkey Ateles paniscus 

Southern Tamandua Tamandua tetradactyla 

Southern Amazon Red Squirrel Sciurus spadiceus 

Capybara Hydrochaeris hydrochaeris 

Brown Agouti Dasyprocta variegata 

Tayra Erica barbara 

Giant Otter Pteronura brasiliensis 

Brazilian Tapir Tapirus terrestris 

 

 

LIST OF REPTILES 

Spectacled Caiman Caiman crocodylus 

Yellow-spotted Amazon River 

Turtle 

Podocnemus ignophyllus 

Small lizard Ameiva sp 

 


