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Ok, DI’ve said it. The Manu lowlands were hot and humid on this trip, maybe more so than on some previous trips, but
then, it wouldn’t be an Amazonian rainforest without heat and humidity. The good news: no south polar cold fronts that
bring cold temperatures and days of rain. We experienced, in short, just what one would expect in the world’s largest
rainforest—a couple of brief rains and some muggy weather.

Mornings at the two canopy platforms provided opportunities to see species that one would rarely see from the forest
floor, and opportunities to witness little insights into the natural history of species that once could only have been
imagined from 40 m. below—a Bare-necked Fruitcrow fashioning her small round nest of bristling white lichens, or a
tiny Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher building a small hanging nest 50 m. up in the highest part of the crown of a Ceiba
tree. We watched a pair of White-lored Euphonias struggling with the decision of where to place their nest—she in
epiphytes on the side of a large limb, and he in similar epiphytes on another limb. On the third day they were nowhere to
be seen. Did a spat result? But on the sixth day they were back again—nbuilding at her site. The male, his lesson learned
perhaps, dutifully made repeated trips bringing fine, dry fibers.

The canopy platforms yielded much more than domestic activities, however. Birds large and small entered these large
Ceiba trees for various lengths of time and, doubtless, with various motives—woodcreepers to forage on bark surfaces;
tanagers and honeycreepers to examine leaf surfaces for insects or to check for fruit; Cream-colored and Scaly-breasted
woodpeckers, lured by playback of nonexistent competitors; Scarlet Macaws, perhaps by curiosity at the strange
earthlings standing in their midst; and Curl-crested Aracaries in search of fruit or on other unfathomable errands.
Others flew past the trees en route to unknown destinations—Amazonian Oropendolas perhaps to a colony, parrots and
parakeets to distant fruiting trees. A Black Hawk-Eagle, his cover exposed and now mercilessly harassed by four
protesting Red-and-green Macaws, beat a hasty retreat across the oxbow lake and disappeared into the shadowy forest in
an attempt to rid himself of those pesky tattletales.

Throughout the morning at these canopy platforms one can stand at the edge of the platform railing, peer far downward
into thick vegetation, palm fronts, and clutter below, or gaze across a nearby oxbow lake, and listen to one of the world’s
greatest symphonies—the dawn chorus of perhaps 300 species of birds spread below, a mostly unseen symphony, but
vibrant and alive nonetheless, with each member responding to hunger, predators, and mates, as they sing and search
Jor food and carry out life cycles that have persisted for tens of thousands of years. We are but the blink of an eye here,
brief witness to this cornucopia of life pulsing all around us.

The Manu region allows us to experience a true Amazonian wilderness and many facets of this great region in an all-
encompassing way that includes forest trails, the forest canopy, quiet lakes, rivers, clay river banks, mineral licks,
bamboo, clearings, and gardens. Yet, all of this is possible with a level of comfort almost unimaginable just a decade or
two ago—catamarans for languid mornings on oxbow lakes, canopy platforms, and sleek longboats with shaded roofs,
comfortable seats, and outboard power. We need bring only our curiosity and an open mind to enjoy this greatest of all
wildernesses.

Key:
MWC = Manu Wildlife Center (300m el)
*(asterisk) = species heard only



List of Birds: Order and taxonomy follow that of Clements checklist with updates. Note that SACC (South American
Checklist Committee) names differ somewhat from the Clements names but SACC will ultimately be the names and

taxonomy used by all.

Great Tinamou

Tinamus major

*Cinereous Tinamou

Tinamus cinereus

Undulated Tinamou

Crypturellus undulates

*Black-capped Tinamou

Crypturellus atrocapillus

Bartlett’s Tinamou

Crypturellus bartletti

Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus
Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga

Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatus

Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi

Great Egret Ardea alba

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea

Snowy Egret Egretta thula

Cattle Egret Bulbulcus ibis

Striated Heron Butorides striata

Wood Stork Mycteria Americana
Jabiru Jabiru mycteria

Green Ibis Mesembrinibis cayennensis

Roseate Spoonbill

Platalea ajaja

Horned Screamer

Anhima cornuta

Orinoco Goose

Neochen jubata

Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura

Greater Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes melambrotus
King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa
Osprey Pandion haliaetus
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus
Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus
Plumbeous Kite Ictinia plumbea
Gray-bellied Hawk Accipiter poliogaster

Crane Hawk

Geranospiza caerulescens

Slate-colored Hawk

Leucopternis schistaceus

Great Black-Hawk

Buteogallus urubitinga

Black-collared Hawk

Busarellus nigricollis

Roadside Hawk

Buteo magnirostris

Black Hawk-Eagle

Spizaetus tyrannus

Ornate Hawk-Eagle

Spizaetus ornatus

Black Caracara

Daptrius ater

Red-throated Caracara

Ibycter americanus

Laughing Falcon

Herpetotheres cachinnans

Barred Forest-Falcon Micrastur gilvicollis
Lined Forest-Falcon Micrastur gilvicollis
Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis
Speckled Chachalaca Ortalis guttata
Spix’s Guan Penelope jacquacu

Blue-throated Piping-Guan

Penelope cumanensis

Razor-billed Curassow

Mitu tuberosum

*Marbled Wood-Quail

Odontophorus gujanensis

Hoatzin

Opisthocomus hoazin

Limpkin

Aramus guarauna

Pale-winged Trumpeter

Psophia leucoptera

*Rufous-sided Crake

Laterallus melanophaius
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Gray-necked Wood-Rail

Aramides cajanea

Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica
Sungrebe Heliornis fulica
Sunbittern Eurypyga helias
Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana

Pied Plover Vanellus cayanus
Collared Plover Charadrius collaris

Greater Yellowlegs

Tringa melanoleuca

Baird’s Sandpiper

Calidris bairdii

Spotted Sandpiper

Actitis macularia

Large-billed Tern

Sterna simplex

Yellow-billed Tern

Sterna superciliaris

Black Skimmer Rynchops niger
Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis
Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea

Ruddy Pigeon

Patagioenas subvinacea

Gray-fronted Dove

Leptotila rufaxilla

Ruddy Quail-dove

Geotrygon montana

Blue-and-yellow Macaw

Ara ararauna

Scarlet Macaw Ara macao
Red-and-green Macaw Ara chloroptera
Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severa

Red-bellied Macaw

Orthopsittaca manilata

White-eyed Parakeet

Aratinga leucophthalmus

Dusky-headed Parakeet

Aratinga weddellii

Black-capped Parakeet

Pyrrhura rupicola

*Dusky-billed Parrotlet

Forpus sclateri

Cobalt-winged Parakeet

Brotogeris cyanoptera

Tui Parakeet

Brotogeris sanctithomae

White-bellied Parrot

Pionites leucogaster

Orange-cheeked Parrot

Pionopsitta barrabandi

Blue-headed Parrot

Pionus menstruus

Yellow-crowned Parrot

Amazona ochrocephala

Mealy Parrot Amazona farinose
Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana
Black-bellied Cuckoo Piaya melanogaster
Little Cuckoo Piaya minuta
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani
*Crested Owl Lophostrix cristata

* Amazonian Pygmy-Owl

Glaucidium hardyi

Ferruginous Pygmy-owl

Glaucidium brasilianum

Sand-colored Nighthawk

Chordeiles rupestris

*Pauraque

Nyctidromus albicollis

White-collared Swift

Streptoprocne zonaris

Gray-rumped Swift

Chaetura cinereiventris

Short-tailed Swift

Chaetura brachyura

Fork-tailed Palm-Swift

Tachornis squamata

Rufous-breasted Hermit

Glaucis hirsute

White-bearded Hermit

Phaethornis hispidus

Needle-billed Hermit

Phaethornis phillippii

‘White-necked Jacobin

Florisuga mellivora

Fork-tailed Woodnymph Thalurania furcata
Golden-tailed Sapphire Chrysuronia oenone
Black-eared Fairy Heliothryx aurita

Long-billed Starthroat

Heliomaster longirostris

(Amazonian) Violaceous Trogon

Trogon violaceus

Collared Trogon

Trogon collaris
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Blue-crowned Trogon

Trogon curucui

Black-tailed Trogon

Trogon melanurus

Pavonine Quetzal

Pharomachrus pavoninus

Ringed Kingfisher Ceryle torquata
Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona
Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana

Green-and-rufous Kingfisher

Chloroceryle inda

Blue-crowned Motmot

Momotus momota

Broad-billed Motmot

Electron platyrhynchum

Purus (Chestnut) Jacamar

Galbalcyrhynchus purusianus

Bluish-fronted Jacamar

Galbula cyanescens

*QGreat Jacamar

Jacamerops aureus

Chestnut-capped Puffbird

Bucco macrodactylus

*Striolated Puffbird

Nystalus striolatus

Semicollared Puffbird

Malacoptila semicincta

Black-fronted Nunbird

Monasa nigrifrons

White-fronted Nunbird

Monasa morphoeus

Swallow-winged Puffbird

Chelidoptera tenebrosa

Gilded Barbet

Capito auratus

Lemon-throated Barbet

Eubucco richardsoni

Golden-collared Toucanet

Selenidera reinwardtii

Lettered Aracari

Pteroglossus inscriptus

Ivory-billed (Brown-mandibled)Aracari

Pteroglossus azara (mariae)

Chestnut-eared Aracari

Pteroglossus castanotis

Curl-crested Aracari

Pteroglossus beauharnaesii

Channel-billed Toucanet

Ramphastos vitellinus

White-throated Toucan

Ramphastos tucanus

[Rufous-breasted Piculet]

Picumnus rufiventris

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker

Melanerpes cruentatus

*Red-stained Woodpecker

Veniliornis affinis

White-throated Woodpecker

Piculus leucolaemus

Golden-green Woodpecker

Piculus chrysochloros

Spot-breasted Woodpecker Piculus punctigula
Scaly-breasted Woodpecker Celeus grammicus
Cream-colored Woodpecker Celeus flavus

Rufous-headed Woodpecker

Celeus spectabilis

Lineated Woodpecker

Dryocopus lineatus

Red-necked Woodpecker

Campephilus rubricollis

Crimson-crested Woodpecker

Campephilus melanoleucos

Pale-legged Hornero

Furnarius leucopus

*Dark-breasted Spinetail

Synallaxis albigularis

*Cabanis Spinetail

Synallaxis cabanisi

Plain Softtail

Phacellodomus fusciceps

Peruvian Recurvebill

Simoxenops ucayalae

Chestnut-winged Hookbill

Ancistrops strigilatus

Rufous-tailed Foliage-gleaner Philydor ruficaudatum
Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Philydor rufum
*Cinnamon-rumped Foliage-gleaner Philydor pyrrhodes

Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner

Automolus ochrolaemus

Olive-backed Foliage-gleaner

Automolus infuscatus

Chestnut-crowned Foliage-gleaner

Automolus rufipileatus

*Black-tailed Leaftosser

Sclerurus caudacutus

Slender-billed Xenops

Xenops tenuirostris

Plain Xenops

Xenops minutus

*Long-tailed Woodcreeper

Deconychura longicauda

Olivaceous Woodcreeper

Sittasomus griseicapillus

Wedge-billed Woodcreeper

Glyphorynchus spirurus
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Long-billed Woodcreeper

Nasica longirostris

Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper

Dendrexetastes rufigula

Amazonian Barred Woodcreeper

Dendrocolaptes certhia

Black-banded Woodcreeper

Dendrocolaptes picumnus

Ocellated Woodcreeper

Xiphorhynchus ocellatus

Elegant Woodcreeper

Xiphorhynchus elegans insignis

Buff-throated Woodcreeper

Xiphorhynchus guttatus

Straight-billed Woodcreeper

Xiphorhynchus picus

Lineated Woodcreeper

Lepidocolaptes albolineatus

*Red-billed Scythebill

Campylorhamphus pucherani

Fasciated Antshrike

Cymbilaimus lineatus

Bamboo Antshrike

Cymbilaimus sanctaemariae

Great Antshrike

Taraba major

*Plain-winged Antshrike

Thamnophilus schistaceus

Spot-winged Antshrike

Pygiptila stellaris

Dusky-throated Antshrike

Thamnomanes ardesiacus

Bluish-slate Antshrike

Thamnomanes schistogynus

Pygmy Antwren

Myrmotherula brachyura

Amazonian Streaked-Antwren

Myrmotherula multostriata

Plain-throated Antwren

Myrmotherula hauxwelli

White-eyed Antwren

Myrmotherula leucophthalma

White-flanked Antwren

Myrmotherula axillaries

Long-winged Antwren

Myrmotherula longipennis

Gray Antwren

Myrmotherula menetriesii

Striated Antbird Drymophila devillei
Chestnut-shouldered Antwren Terenura humeralis
*Blackish Antbird Cercomacra nigrescens
Gray Antbird Cercomacra cinerascens
Manu Antbird Cercomacra manu
White-browed Antbird Myrmoborus leucophrys
Black-faced Antbird Myrmoborus myotherinus

Peruvian Warbling Antbird

Hypocnemis (cantator) peruviana

Yellow-breasted Warbling Antbird

Hypocnemis(cantator) subflava

Band-tailed Antbird

Hypocnemoides maculicauda

Silvered Antbird

Sclateria naevia

White-lined Antbird

Percnostola lophotes

Chestnut-tailed Antbird

Myrmeciza hemimelaena

Plumbeous Antbird

Myrmeciza hyperythra

Goeldi’s Antbird

Myrmeciza goeldii

*Black-throated Antbird

Myrmeciza atrothorax

Hairy-crested Antbird

Rhegmatorhina melanosticta

*Black-spotted Bare-eye

Phlegopsis nigromaculata

Rufous-capped Antthrush

Formicarius colma

Black-faced Antthrush

Formicarius analis

Rufous-fronted Antthrush

Formicarius rufifrons

Rusty-belted Tapaculo

Liosceles thoracicus

White-browed Purpletuft

Iodopleura isabellae

Screaming Piha

Lipaugus vociferans

Plum-throated Cotinga

Cotinga maynana

Spangled Cotinga

Cotinga cayana

Bare-necked Fruitcrow Gymnoderus foetidus
*Purple-throated Fruitcrow Querula purpurata
Band-tailed Manakin Pipra fasciicauda

Round-tailed Manakin

Pipra chloromeros

*Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin

Tyranneutes stolzmanni

*Wing-barred Piprites

Piprites chloris

*QGreater Schiffornis

Schiffornis major
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Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardii
Large Elaenia Elaenia spectabilis
Small-billed Elaenia Elaenia parvirostris

White-lored Tyrannulet

Ornithion inerme

Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet

Camptostoma obsoletum

River Tyrannulet

Serpophaga hypoleuca

[Mouse-colored Tyrannulet]

Phaeomyias murina

Slender-footed Tyrannulet

Zimmerius gracilipes

Sepia-capped Flycatcher

Leptopogon amaurocephalus

Olive-striped Flycatcher

Mionectes olivaceus

Plain Tyrannulet

Inezia inornata

Flammulated Bamboo-Tyrant; also called
Flammulated Tody-Tyrant

Hemitriccus flammulatus;

White-bellied Tody-Tyrant

Hemitriccus griseipectus

Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher

Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum

Yellow-margined Flycatcher

Tolmomyias assimilis

Gray-crowned Flycatcher

Tolmomyias poliocephalus

Bran-colored Flycatcher

Myiophobus fasciatus

Euler’s Flycatcher

Lathrotriccus euleri

Vermilion Flycatcher

Pyrocephalus rubinus

Drab Water-Tyrant

Ochthoeca littoralis

Little Ground-Tyrant

Muscisaxicola fluviatilis

Piratic Flycatcher

Legatus leucophaius

Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similes
Gray-capped Flycatcher Myiozetetes granadensis
Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus
Lesser Kiskadee Philohydor lictor
Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua

Variegated Flycatcher Empidonomus varius

Crowned Slaty-Flycatcher Griseotyrannus aurantioatrocristatus
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus

Grayish Mourner Rhytipterna simplex

Sirystes Sirystes sibilator

Dusky-capped Flycatcher

Mpyiarchus tuberculifer

Swainson’s Flycatcher

Myiarchus swainsoni

Short-crested Flycatcher

Mpyiarchus ferox

Brown-crested Flycatcher

Myiarchus tyrannulus

Large-headed Flatbill

Ramphotrigon megacephala

Dusky-tailed Flatbill

Ramphotrigon fuscicauda

Dull-capped (White-eyed) Attila

Attila bolivianus

Cinereous Mourner

Laniocera hypopyrra

Masked Tityra

Tityra semifasciata

Black-tailed Tityra

Tityra cayana

Black-capped Becard

Pachyramphus marginatus

Pink-throated Becard

Pachyramphus minor

White-winged Swallow

Tachycineta albiventer

Brown-chested Martin

Progne tapera

White-banded Swallow

Atticora fasciata

Southern Rough-winged Swallow

Stelgidopteryx ruficollis

Black-capped Donacobius

Donacobius atricapillus

Thrush-like Wren

Campylorhynchus turdinus

Moustached Wren Thryothorus genibarbis
*Buff-breasted Wren Thryothorus leucotis
*House Wren Troglodytes aedon
*Scaly-breasted (Southern Nightingale-) Wren Microcerculus marginatus
*Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis

*Hauxwell’s Thrush

Turdus hauxwelli
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White-necked Thrush

Turdus albicollis

Purplish Jay

Cyanocorax cyanomelas

Violaceous Jay

Cyanocorax violaceus

Red-eyed Vireo

Vireo olivaceus

Dusky-capped Greenlet

Hylophilus hypoxanthus

Tawny-crowned Greenlet

Hylophilus ochraceiceps

Thick-billed Euphonia

Euphonia laniirostris

White-lored Euphonia

Euphonia chrysopasta

Rufous-bellied Euphonia

Euphonia rufiventris

Buff-rumped Warbler

Basileuterus fulvicauda

Magpie Tanager

Cissopis leveriana

White-winged Shrike-Tanager

Lanio versicolor

Flame-crested Tanager

Tachyphonus cristatus

Yellow-crested Tanager

Tachyphonus rufiventer

White-shouldered Tanager

Tachyphonus luctuosus

Red-crowned Ant-Tanager

Habia rubica

Masked Crimson Tanager

Ramphocelus nigrogularis

Silver-beaked Tanager

Ramphocelus carbo

Blue-gray Tanager

Thraupis episcopus

Turquoise Tanager

Tangara mexicana

Paradise Tanager

Tangara chilensis

Green-and-gold Tanager

Tangara schrankii

Yellow-bellied Tanager

Tangara xanthocephala

Opal-crowned Tanager Tangara callophrys
Black-faced Dacnis Dacnis lineata
Yellow-bellied Dacnis Dacnis flaviventer
Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana
Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza
Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus
Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina

Chestnut-bellied Seedeater

Sporophila castaneiventris

Red-capped Cardinal

Paroaria gularis

Yellow-browed Sparrow

Ammodramus aurifrons

Grayish Saltator

Saltator coerulescens

Buff-throated Saltator

Saltator maximus

Pale-eyed Blackbird

Agelasticus xanthophthalmus

Giant Cowbird

Molothrus oryzivorus

Epaulet Oriole

Icterus cayanensis

Orange-backed Troupial

Icterus croconotus

Yellow-rumped Cacique

Cacicus cela

*Solitary (Black) Cacique

Cacicus solitarius

Russet-backed Oropendola

Psarocolius angustifrons

Crested Oropendola

Psarocolius decumanus

Casqued Oropendola

Psarocolius oseryi

Amazonian (Olive) Oropendola

Gymnostinops bifasciatus

LIST OF MAMMALS
Long-nosed Bat Nasorhynchus
Saddleback Tamarin Saguinus fascicollis

Dusky Titi-Monkey

Callicebus moloch

Common Squirrel Monkey

Saimiri sciureus

Brown Capuchin

Cebus apella

White-fronted Capuchin

Cebus albifrons

Red Howler Monkey

Alouatta seniculus
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Black Spider Monkey

Ateles paniscus

Southern Tamandua

Tamandua tetradactyla

Southern Amazon Red Squirrel

Sciurus spadiceus

Neotropical Pygmy Squirrel

Sciurillus pusillus

Brown Agouti

Dasyprocta variegata

Giant Otter

Pteronura brasiliensis

White-lipped Peccary

Tayassu pecari

Brazilian Tapir

Tapirus terrestris

LIST OF REPTILES

Yellow-spotted Amazon River Turtle

Podocnemus ignophyllus

Small lizard

Ameiva sp

Tegu lizard

Tupinambis sp.

Large “Indigo” type snake

Colubridae




