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Colombia is back after more than a twenty-year absence.  Is it safe, you ask?  Our answer is an 

unequivocal Yes!  Most of the country is now back to normal and as safe as almost anywhere one 

can travel in Latin America.  A few areas, notably along the frontier with Ecuador, and east of the 

Andes remain problematic, but we do not visit these areas or areas anywhere near them.  In fact, we 

are not the first birding group to return to Colombia.  Several groups have preceded us during the 

last three years and we are using a similar route.  It is also worth noting that almost all of the areas 

where we stay are within well-established reserves where new facilities have been built to 

accommodate visitors.  These reserves have never experienced any security problems and the 

facilities, generally, are quite nice although still relatively small by eco-lodge standards in other 

Latin American countries.  You can be assured that Colombians are very excited to receive foreign 

visitors, every bit as excited to show their country and its avian riches to us, as we are to offer this 

trip.  

 

Simply put, more species of birds have been recorded in Colombia than anywhere else in the world.  

Colombia now boasts the largest list by a considerable margin, some 1865 species at present.  It is a 

remarkable testimony to the determination of a new generation of young and energetic Colombian 

students and ornithologists that this list, now a source of considerable national pride, continues to 

grow and observers continue to travel and work almost throughout the country.  Since the 

publication of Hilty and Brown’s landmark Guide to the Birds of Colombia in 1986, which was, 

incidentally, the last year that we offered a birding tour to Colombia, several species new to science 

have been described and more than one hundred and sixty species have been added to the country 

list and the list continues to increase. 

 

We know that for birders and naturalists have looked longingly at Colombia’s ever growing list of 

birds and of the enticing number of endemics—over 60 of them— found only within it’s borders.  

And, there are many other near-endemics in the west that barely extend beyond Colombia’s borders 

into Panama and Ecuador.  A number of reserves have now been established to protect these 

endemic species and our tour route takes maximum advantage of this, staying in key sites, 

throughout our trip.  We will begin near Bogotá with the chance of seeing two or three endemics, 

the Bogotá Rail, Apolinar’s Marsh-Wren and Silvery-throated Spinetail, even before we leave the 

city.  Then, leaving the wide plateau around Bogotá, we’ll descend into the Magdalena River Valley 

and settle in for two and a half days at the El Paujíl Reserve, which has been set aside especially for 

the rare Blue-billed Curassow as well as the endemic White-mantled Barbet, Sooty Ant-Tanager and 

others.  Then we’ll set sights on the small, newly established Reinita Cielo Azul, a reserve on the 

western slope of the Eastern Andes.  Also known as the Cerulean Warbler reserve, this area provides 

habitat for North American breeding migrants on their wintering grounds and also boasts many 
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Colombian endemics including the Gorgeted Wood-Quail, Parker’s Antbird and Black Inca.  Two 

other endemics, the Chestnut-bellied Hummingbird, and the Colombian Mountain-Grackles occur 

nearby.  Still on the western slope of the Eastern Andes we will visit one of Colombia’s newest 

reserves, called El Hormiguero de Torcoroma, set aside for the rare and poorly known Recurve-

billed Bushbird.   

 

We may fit a few other activities into our schedule near El Hormiguero before flying to Santa Marta 

on Colombia’s north coast for our last and potentially most productive birding site of all.  Here, 

nestled high in the lofty Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta mountains, is the El Dorado reserve, one of 

the newest in a string of reserves set up and administered by the privately funded ProAves 

organization, and this reserve is perhaps the crown jewel of them all with more than twenty species 

of endemics possible here.  Several occur in the garden around the lodge.  Most of these endemics 

are preceded by the name Santa Marta, so there’s a Santa Marta Parakeet, a screech-owl, an 

antpitta, a bush-tyrant, a wren, a brush-finch, a warbler, and so on and we are confident that we’ll 

be able to find a good many of these endemics.  The trip concludes with a morning in the foothills of 

the Santa Marta Mountains and some time in the picturesque desert scrub around Santa Marta 

before departing for home. 
 

ITINERARY:  

(endemic species noted in boldface) 
 
June 13, Day 1: Arrive in Colombia at El Dorado International Airport (airport code BOG).  Participants 
may arrive anytime today.  Upon arrival we will be met and transferred to our hotel in Bogotá for the night.  A 
bustling city of more than seven million, Bogotá boats the most spectacular array of pre-Colombian gold 
artifacts at its famous Gold Museum. In the past few decades, the city has transformed its internal transportation 
system with sleek, rapid double buses that enter and exit elevated stations and are capable of loading and 
unloading rapidly.  The views of the imposing eastern range of the Andes will be spectacular from almost 
anywhere in the city but Bogotá, at an elevation of 8600 feet, is high enough visitors may want to rest and relax 
upon arrival. 
 

   NIGHT:  Hotel Chico Imperial Suites, Bogotá, dept Cundinamarca 
 
June 14, Day 2: Morning birding near Bogotá and afternoon descending into the Magdalena Valley. Our 
activities should include a visit to Parque La Florida, a small municipal park located near the international 
airport in the Sabana de Bogotá, a broad, flat and high elevation tableland (8600 ft). A small marsh within this 
park has continued to support a viable population of two Colombian endemics, the Bogotá Rail and diminutive 
Apolinar’s Marsh-Wren, both species of which occur only in the general vicinity of the Bogotá savanna and 
slightly northward.  Both species can usually be seen here and the marsh also is a good place to see Spot-flanked 
Gallinule, Common Moorhen and Pied-billed Grebe.  At times, varying numbers of waterfowl including 
Fulvous, White-faced, and Black-bellied whistling-duck (irregularly present); Blue-winged Teal (northern 
winter months only); Cinnamon Teal (a resident subsp. but irregular here); Masked Duck; Rufous-browed 
Conebill and Grassland Yellow-Finch occur here, as does Sora, American Coot; Sparkling Violet-ear; Brown-
bellied Swallow; Great Thrush; Black Flowerpiercer; Yellow-hooded Blackbird; Eastern Meadowlark; and the 
ubiquitous Rufous-collared Sparrow, among a few others. From La Florida we will leave (about 11 a.m.) 
straight away for the Magdalena Valley, spending most of the afternoon driving and stopping as we descend off 
the Bogotá plateau and into the warm, humid lowlands below. As we continue heading westwards and 
descending the western slope of the Eastern Andes we’ll make a few stops. We hope to reach our hotel, near the 
city of Honda, in time for some late afternoon birding Around our hotel. In addition to various common and 
widespread species such as Great Kiskadee; Social and Rusty-margined flycatcher; Tropical Kingbird; Gray-
breasted Martin; Black-billed and Pale-breasted thrush; Blue-gray and Palm tanager etc, we hope to locate Pearl 
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Kite; Plain-breasted Ground-Dove; Spectacled Parrotlet; Striped Owl; (Northern) White-fringed Antwren; Red-
billed Scythebill; Southern Bentbill; Tawny-crowned Pygmy-Tyrant; Apical Flycatcher (E) Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher; Panama Flycatcher; Scrub Greenlet; Velvet-fronted Euphonia (E); Large-billed Seed-Finch and 
Black-faced Grassquit. 
  

NIGHT: near Honda (hotel to be determined), Magdalena Valley 
 
June 15, Day 3: Early start birding on eastern slope of Central Andes opposite city of Honda; then on to 
El Paujíl reserve. We depart from Honda early (just before 5 AM) and drive for about an hour up the foothills 
of the Central Andes to remnant forest patches and coffee farms where we hope to find the rare and endemic 
Tolima Dove and Yellow-headed Brush-Finch in a newly created ProAves reserve named after the recently 
described Golden poison-dart frog.  Late morning we will continue our travel northward along the Magdalena 
river to the El Paujíl reserve. We’ll work our way northward along the bottom of the river valley to the base of 
the Serranía de las Quinchas, a low outlying ridge slightly west of the main Eastern Andean cordillera and a 
little east of the Magdalena River.  The road for this last section is unpaved and a bit slow and, if is rainy or 
water levels are high, we may access the reserve by boat from the nearby town of Puerto Pinzón; otherwise we 
will be able to enter the reserve by jeep. Most of the afternoon will be devoted to travel.  Our lodging tonight, at 
the reserve, is small and will likely consist of four rooms with private bathrooms and two dorm rooms with 
shared baths. 
 

NIGHT: Reserva Natural El Paujíl, dept Boyacá 
 

June 16-17, Days 4-5:  Reserva Natural El Paujíl. This new reserve was created to protect the endangered 
Blue-billed Curassow (Endemic), another species feared extinct, until an expedition by ProAves located a 
population here in 2003.  The area was, at that moment, being targeted for subdivision by a local company and 
with financial support from ABC (American Bird Conservancy) and Conservation International, ProAves was 
able to purchase 1300 hectares representing a prime tract of humid lowland forest in the Magdalena Valley and 
one of the few remaining that had not been disturbed.  In the future ProAves hopes to purchase an additional 
1200 hectares adjacent to the existing reserve and they are, at present, working with nearby communities to 
eliminate hunting in the reserve.  In addition to the curassow, several other rare and threatened species occur in 
the reserve including Saffron-headed Parrot, White-mantled Barbet (E), Antioquía Bristle-Tyrant (E), and 
Sooty Ant-Tanager (E), the latter fairly common here.  The near-endemic Black-billed Flycatcher, a 
distinctive race of Dull-mantled Antbird, and Black Antshrike are also found here, and in nearby areas as well as 
the western race of the Striped Manakin.  El Paujíl is quite low in elevation and therefore hot and humid, 
especially during mid-day. A few trails have been constructed within the reserve at Paujíl, including one in 
forest on the opposite side of the river from the lodge.  During our stay here we plan to explore trails, the 
entrance road and the forest edge habitat around the lodge.   
 
A partial list of species in this area includes Little Tinamou; Rufescent Tiger-Heron; White-throated Crake; 
Speckled (Colombian) Chachalaca; Laughing Falcon; Collared Forest-Falcon; Roadside Hawk; Black Hawk-
Eagle; Yellow-headed Caracara; Plumbeous Pigeon; White-tipped and Gray-chested dove; Common Potoo; 
Pauraque; Vermiculated Screech-Owl; Speckled Owl; Chestnut-fronted Macaw; Orange-chinned Parakeet; 
Blue-headed Parrot; Saffron-headed, Yellow-crowned, Orange-winged, and Mealy parrot; Greater Ani; White-
collared, Band-rumped and Short-tailed swift; Rufous-breasted and Western Long-tailed (Long-billed), and 
Stripe-throated hermit; Shining-green, Violet-bellied, and Blue-chested hummingbird; Violet-crowned 
Woodnymph; Northern White-tailed, Northern Violaceous, and Black-throated trogon; Rufous Motmot; Rufous-
tailed Jacamar; Black-breasted Puffbird; Barred Puffbird; White-fronted Nunbird; Collared Aracari; Citron-
throated (Channel-billed) Toucan; Black-mandibled Toucan; Golden-naped (Beautiful) Woodpecker; Red-
rumped, Cinnamon, Spot-breasted and Lineated woodpecker; Plain Xenops; Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner; 
Tawny-throated Leaftosser; Plain-brown, Olivaceous, Wedge-billed, Cocoa, Black-striped, Straight-billed, and 
Streak-headed Woodcreeper; Checker-throated Antwren; Bare-crowned, Chestnut-backed, Jet, and Bicolored 
antbird; Green (Lita) Manakin; White-bearded Manakin; Brown-capped, Southern-beardless-, Yellow and 
Yellow-crowned tyrannulet; Forest and Yellow-bellied elaenia; Southern Bentbill; Slate-headed Tody-
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Flycatcher; Olivaceous Flatbill; Sepia-capped Flycatcher; Long-tailed Tyrant; Panama, Great-crested (northern 
winter), and Dusky-capped flycatcher; Masked and Black-crowned tityra; Rufous Mourner; Purple-throated 
Fruitcrow; Black-bellied Wren; White-breasted Wood-Wren; Scaly-breasted (Southern Nightingale-) wren; 
Half-collared Gnatwren; Slate-throated Gnatcatcher (scarce); Yellow-browed Shrike-Vireo (hard to see); Scrub, 
Lesser and Rufous-naped greenlet; Yellow-backed, Gray-headed, Scarlet-browed, White-shouldered, Crimson-
backed, Flame-rumped (Lemon-rumped), and Plain-colored tanager; Thick-billed and Fulvous-bellied euphonia; 
Yellow-tufted (Black-faced) Dacnis; Large-billed Seed-Finch; Orange-billed and Black-striped sparrow; Giant 
Cowbird, Crested Oropendola, and Orange-crowned Oriole among others. 
 

NIGHTS: Reserva Natural El Paujíl, dept Boyacá 
 

June 18, Day 6: Early morning at El Paujíl followed by drive to Reinita Cielo Azul (Cerulean Warbler 
Reserve). We will have the early morning at El Paujíl to continue exploring this exciting area.  We realize that 
the rare Blue-billed Curassow, for which this reserve was established, is scarce and quite difficult to find and our 
two and a half days here may not seem nearly enough but we will leave here by mid-morning.  From here is a 
long drive (nearly eight hours) northward down the Magdalena Valley and then eastward and up into the 
mountains on the road toward Bucaramanga and finally southward into the Serranía de Chucurí where the 
Reinita Cielo Azul reserve is located. With only a few stops en route, the cooler and refreshing climate change 
once we reach the mountains near Reinita Cielo Azul, will be welcome.  A few mostly roadside species we may 
see en route today could include: Bare-faced Ibis; Northern Screamer; Roadside Hawk; Pearl Kite; Yellow-
headed Caracara; American Kestrel; Bat Falcon; Spectacled and Orange-chinned Parakeet; Pale-breasted 
Spinetail (voice); Vermilion Flycatcher; Cattle Tyrant; Rusty-margined Flycatcher; Great Kiskadee; Southern 
Rough-winged Swallow; Saffron Finch; Blue-black Grassquit, Ruddy-breasted Seedeater; and Shiny Cowbird. 
 

NIGHT: Reserva Reinita Cielo Azul, dept Santander 
 
June 19-20, Days 7-8:  Both days at Reserva Natural Reinita Cielo Azul. This tiny reserve of about 200 
hectares takes it namesake from the Spanish name of the Cerulean Warbler (literally “Little Sky Blue Queen).  
The Colombian organization ProAves maintains a small lodge on a coffee farm about an hours walk from the 
reserve.  There are four rooms with private bathrooms and some additional rooms with a shared bathroom in 
another building.  The forest at Cielo Azul is reached via a rock path that continues into the reserve and through 
lush cloud forest for several kilometers beyond.  While the reserve was officially designated as a protected 
“wintering” site for the Cerulean Warbler, many endemic and near endemic birds, as well as numerous others 
that are poorly-known, occur in this remarkable reserve and in adjacent areas, all of which are within walking 
distance, many right around the lodge itself.  A sampling of high-quality species here includes: Gorgeted 
Wood-Quail (E); Indigo-capped Hummingbird (E); Black Inca (E); Moustached Puffbird; Bar-crested 
Antshrike (E); Recurve-billed Bushbird; White-bellied Antpitta; Rufous-rumped Antwren; Parker’s Antbird 
(E); Upper Magdalena Tapaculo (E); Rufous-browed Tyrannulet; Plumbeous-crowned Tyrannulet; Yellow-
throated Spadebill; Rufous-naped Greenlet; Turquoise Dacnis-Tanager (E); the newly described yariguierum 

subspecies of Yellow-breasted Brush-Finch; and Colombian Mountain-Grackle (E). Other species, including 
some widespread species includes Barred Forest-Falcon; Wattled Guan; Band-tailed Pigeon; Lined Quail-Dove 
(mainly voice); Tropical and Rufescent screech-owl; Rufous-bellied Nighthawk; White-tailed Nightjar; 
Chestnut-collared and White-tipped swift; Green Hermit; Lazuline Sabrewing; all three violet-ears; Short-tailed 
Emerald; Rufous-tailed Hummingbird; Andean Emerald; Speckled Hummingbird; Green-crowned Brilliant; 
Long-tailed Sylph; Collared Trogon; Golden-tailed Quetzal;  Olivaceous Piculet; Golden-naped (Beautiful) 
Woodpecker; Smoky-brown Woodpecker; Azara’s Spinetail; Spotted Barbtail; Montane and Lineated foliage-
gleaner; Streak-capped Treehunter; Strong-billed and Olive-backed woodcreeper; Uniform Antshrike; Plain 
Antvireo; Slaty Antwren; Rusty-breasted Antpitta; Green-and-black Fruiteater; Golden-winged Manakin; Olive-
striped Flycatcher; Variegated Bristle-Tyrant; Rufous-browed Tyrannulet; Sooty-headed Tyrannulet; White-
throated Spadebill; Ornate and Cinnamon Flycatcher; Blue-and-white Swallow; Bicolored, Whiskered, and 
Rufous-and-white wren; Andean Solitaire; Yellow-legged, Pale-breasted and Black-billed thrush; Green Jay; 
Yellow-bellied Siskin; Golden-winged, Cerulean, Black-and-white, Blackburnian, Mourning, Canada, Rufous-
capped and Three-striped warbler; Common Bush-Tanager; Guira, Golden, Saffron-crowned, Bay-headed, 
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Scrub, Blue-necked, Beryl-spangled, and Black-capped tanager; Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager; Baltimore 
Oriole, Yellow-backed and Yellow-tailed oriole; Scarlet-rumped Cacique and Russet-backed Oropendola. 
 
 NIGHTS:  Reserva Reinita Cielo Azul, dept. Santander 
 
June 21, Day 9: Early morning in a coffee growing region near San Vicente; afternoon drive to Ocaña. 
This morning we plan to leave early for morning birding near San Vicente and the Río Chucurí, a region where 
shade coffee is grown.  It is a little drier here than at Reinita Cielo Azul reserve.  Here we will be searching for 
another Colombian endemic, the Chestnut-bellied Hummingbird, a species that was once feared extinct and only 
rediscovered recently.  While our chances of finding this little gem are fifty-fifty at best it would be a fine way 
to spend an hour or two before undertaking another long drive to the El Hormiguero de Torcoroma (Recurve-
billed Bushbird) Reserve near Ocaña, which we will probably not reach this reserve until almost dusk. Other 
birds of this region include White-eared Conebill and many of the commoner species mentioned on days 7 to 9. 
 

NIGHT: Hotel Plaza Real, Ocaña, dept. Norte de Santander 
 
June 22, Day 10: Bushbird reserve of El Hormiguero de Torcoroma. This tiny reserve is only 80 hectares in 
size at present (it is hoped that more adjacent land can be purchased) but also, it is only twenty minutes drive 
from the town of Ocaña, making it very convenient of access.  Despite its small size it contains a number of 
interesting species including several pairs of the rare Recurve-billed Bushbird and this species has generally 
been much easier to find here than at the Reinita Azul reserve.  This will be our second opportunity to look for 
it. We’ll spend as much time as possible looking for this species, bearing in mind that it is a genuine rarity and 
also quite shy.  Other interesting species known from this reserve include the Black-fronted Wood-Quail; Gray-
throated Warbler; Moustached Brush-Finch; Todd’s Parakeet (endemic if split); Chestnut-bellied Thrush. A 
sampling of commoner species from this area includes Little Tinamou (voice); White-necked Jacobin; Violet-
crowned Woodnymph; Moustached Puffbird (easily overlooked); Stripe-breasted Antbird; Long-tailed Antbird; 
Golden-faced Tyrannulet; Golden-crowned Flycatcher; Whiskered Wren; Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush; 
Yellow-legged and Black-hooded thrush; White-winged, Bay-headed, Speckled, Black-capped, Black-headed 
and Palm tanager; Swallow-Tanager; Chestnut-capped and Stripe-headed brush-finch; Golden-winged Sparrow; 
and Buff-throated Saltator   
 
If we are successful in locating the bushbird early this morning we may visit another nearby site as well.  Later 
in the afternoon we will relocate to the town of San Gil to look for yet another poorly known endemic, the 
Nicéforo’s Wren, a species that resembles the more widespread Rufous-and-white Wren but is known only 
from the state of Santander in Colombia.  This species’ whereabouts was unknown for several decades until it 
was recently rediscovered.  We have a good chance of seeing this species. 
 

NIGHT:  San Gil, dept. Santander 
 

June 23, Day 11:  Early morning at San Gil; flight from Bucaramanga to Bogotá and on to Santa Marta.  
Drive from Santa Marta to the El Dorado reserve. Aside from a short birding excursion early this morning in 
the vicinity of San Gil, where we have a second opportunity to see the Nicéforo’s Wren, this will be mostly a 
travel day and we expect that it will be nearly dusk before we reach the cool, refreshing lodge high in the Santa 
Marta mountains this evening.  The drive from the Santa Marta airport to our lodge in the mountains is 
approximately two hours and we’ll make a stop or two en route if time permits. 
 
   NIGHT:  Jeniam Lodge, Santa Marta Mts., dept. Magdalena 
 
June 24-25, Days 12-13.  El Dorado Reserve in the Santa Marta Mountains. The Santa Marta Mountains 
harbor over twenty species of endemic birds, the highest concentration of endemics of any locality in Colombia.  
Because of the large number of endemic birds this area is of special interest to birders and naturalists.  Most of 
this imposing mountain range is inaccessible but recently a lovely new lodge, located at about 6500 ft elevation 
along this road, has been built, making this area a must see locality and a birders delight.  All but two or three of 
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the endemics can be seen along the road leading up to the lodge and beyond, where the road finally ends at a 
communication facility at 9600 ft elevation.  Situated on the northern slopes of the lofty Santa Marta Mountains 
the views from the lodge are simply spectacular, with humid montane forest spreading away in all directions and 
a view of the Caribbean spread below and even the city of Barranquilla some sixty miles away in the lowlands.  
To the southeast it is  also possible, on clear mornings, to see the snow-capped peaks of the Santa Marta’s 
themselves, which reach to 5775 m (just over 19,000 ft), making them some of the highest on the continent.  The 
Colombian organization PROAVES has purchased about 680 hectares of forest near the lodge and much of the 
rest of this area is national park.  A few endemics can be seen right around the lodge and the remainder occur in 
the cool damp forests and roadside vegetation either above or below the lodge.  A few endemics are difficult to 
find but many of them are relatively common.  While the exact number of endemic birds here depends upon the 
taxonomy used, suffice to say, this area is endemic-rich and includes: Santa Marta Parakeet; White-tailed 
Starfrontlet; Santa Marta Metaltail (split from Tyrian Metaltail); Santa Marta Woodstar (split from 
Gorgeted Woodstar); Rusty-headed Spinetail; Santa Marta Antpitta; Santa Marta Tapaculo; Brown-
rumped Tapaculo; Santa Marta Bush-Tyrant; Santa Marta Wren (split from Mountain Wren); Yellow-
crowned Redstart; White-lored Warbler; Santa Marta Warbler; Santa Marta Mountain-Tanager; and 
Santa Marta Brush-Finch. Two others, the Santa Marta Sabrewing and Black-backed Thornbill occur in 
remote areas that are inaccessible to us.  Some taxonomists also recognize the endemic forms of Emerald 

Toucanet (Santa Marta Toucanet), Ruddy-Foliage-gleaner, and Vermiculated Screech-Owl (Santa Marta 
Screech-Owl) as full species as well.  One additional species, the Streak-capped Spinetail, long regards as an 
endemic, has recently been found in Venezuela but Colombia remains the only practical place to see it. 
 
In addition to the twenty or more endemic species, many other species occur in these mountains.  Among them 
can be found a large number of species which are represented by endemic subspecies.  A sampling of species in 
the vicinity of the lodge (endemic subspp are marked with an asterisk*) includes all of the following: White-
rumped Hawk; Band-tailed Guan*; Sickle-winged Guan; Black-fronted Wood-Quail (voice); Band-tailed 
Pigeon; Scarlet-fronted and Barred parakeet; Red-billed Parrot*; Coppery Emerald (near endemic species); 
Blossomcrown*; White-tipped Quetzal*; Masked Trogon*; Golden-olive Woodpecker*; Yellow-billed 
Toucanet; Montane Foliage-gleaner*; Spotted Barbtail*; Streaked Xenops*; Gray-throated Leaftosser*; Strong-
billed Woodcreeper*; Rusty-breasted Antpitta; Rufous Antpitta*; Mountain Elaenia; Black-capped Tyrannulet; 
Venezuelan and White-throated tyrannulet*; Olive-striped flycatcher*; Black-throated Tody-Tyrant; Cinnamon 
Flycatcher*; Yellow-bellied Chat-Tyrant*; Golden-breasted Fruiteater*; Gray-breasted Wood-Wren (two 
endemic subspp)*; Orange-billed* and Slaty-backed* nightingale-thrush; Great Thrush*; Black-hooded 
Thrush*; Slate-throated Redstart*; Three-striped Warbler; White-sided Flowerpiercer; Blue-capped Tanager*; 
Blue-naped Chlorophonia; Stripe-headed Brush-Finch*; and Páramo Seedeater*. 
 
    NIGHTS:  Jeniam Lodge, Santa Marta Mountains 
 
June 26, Day 14:  Depart Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. This morning we’ll begin moving down slope 
through the coffee zone and toward the little town of Minca, which is located in the foothills, and finally on to 
our hotel near Santa Marta, arriving sometime this afternoon. Birds found at lower elevations in the coffee zone 
and foothills of the Santa Marta Mountains will be the focus of most of our activities today.  This is a 
particularly diverse area for birds and by descending through several elevational zones beginning with our lodge 
at 6500 feet and eventually ending in arid scrub zone at sea level near Santa Marta we are likely to amass one of 
the largest day lists of the trip.  A sampling of possible species, mostly from humid middle and lower elevations 
includes: Black Hawk-Eagle; Crested Bobwhite; Military Macaw; Scarlet-fronted and Orange-chinned parakeet; 
Red-billed Parrot; Yellow-crowned Parrot; White-tipped Dove; Lined Quail-Dove (voice); White-collared and 
Chestnut-collared swift; Blue-fronted Lancebill Green, and Brown Violetear; Coppery Emerald; Western (Blue-
tailed) Emerald (both emeralds near-endemics); White-vented Plumleteer; Blossomcrown (E); Steely-vented 
Hummingbird; Collared Aracari; Keel-billed Toucan; Golden-olive, Lineated and Crimson-crested woodpecker; 
Ruddy Foliage-gleaner (likely soon to be a separate species); Long-tailed Antbird; Greenish and Forest elaenia; 
Yellow-olive and Ochre-faced (Yellow-breasted) flycatcher; Ochre-bellied Flycatcher; Black-headed Tody-
Flycatcher; Social and Piratic flycatcher; Cinereous, Cinnamon and White-winged becard; Masked Tityra; 
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Rufous-breasted and rufous-and-white wren; Yellow-legged, Black-hooded, Pale-breasted, Clay-colored, and 
Black-billed thrush; Black-chested Jay; Golden-fronted Greenlet; Brown-capped Vireo; Orange-billed and 
Slaty-backed nightingale-thrush (voices); Red-legged and Purple honeycreeper;  Blue Dacnis; Rusty 
Flowerpiercer; Bay-headed, Black-headed, Black-capped, Glaucous, Blue-gray, Palm, White-lined and 
Crimson-backed tanager; Streaked and Grayish saltator; Golden-winged Sparrow; Yellow-bellied Seedeater; 
Yellow-backed Oriole; Crested Oropendola and Thick-billed Euphonia.  During the northern winter months 
these foothills harbor a good number of North American breeding migrants including Swainson’s Thrush; 
Yellow-throated Vireo; Tennessee, Golden-winged, Cerulean, Blackburnian, and Black-throated Green warbler; 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak and Summer Tanager.  Sometime this afternoon we will reach Santa Marta and make 
our way toward the coastal town of Río Hacha which lies well to the east of Santa Marta. It’s an interesting 
drive–picturesque desert scrub and tall columnar cactus around Santa Marta (much like Arizona’s Sonoran 
desert) which gradually changes to humid tropical forest along the northeastern base of the Santa Marta 
Mountains, and finally arid again as we approach Río Hacha.  We may make a stop or two en route if time 
permits, as there are sure to be a number of new species. 
 

NIGHT: Hotel Gimaura, Río Hacha 
 
June 27, Day 15: Morning in desert scrub near Río Hacha followed by afternoon drive westward through 
the city of Santa Marta and Salamanca National Park and on to Barranquilla.  We will spend the morning 
in desert scrub vegetation–indeed among the driest anywhere in Colombia—near the small town of Río Hacha 
with a good chance of adding many new species this morning. While the scrub around Santa Marta, with its 
many large columnar cactus, is more picturesque, the even drier region we’ll visit this morning is much more 
favorable for finding some of the true “arid habitat” specialties of the Caribbean coast, among them such 
striking species as White-whiskered Spinetail (one of the prettiest on the continent and the lovely Vermilion 
Cardinal. A sample of desert scrub species possible here, near the coast, includes Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl; 
Harris’s Hawk; Bare-eyed Pigeon; Brown-throated and Blue-crowned parakeet; Green-rumped Parrotlet; 
Burrowing Owl; Red-billed Emerald; Buffy Hummingbird; Blue-crowned Motmot; Russet-throated Puffbird; 
Chestnut Piculet; Red-crowned Woodpecker; Straight-billed Woodcreeper; Caribbean (Pale-legged) Hornero; 
Pale-breasted Spinetail; Black-crested and Black-backed antshrike; (Northern) White-fringed Antwren; 
Northern Scrub-Flycatcher; Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet; Slender-billed Tyrannulet; Pale-eyed Pygmy-
Tyrant; Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant; Vermilion Flycatcher; Brown-crested and Venezuelan flycatcher; Streaked 
Flycatcher; Bicolored Wren; Black-chested Jay; Clay-colored Thrush; Tropical Gnatcatcher; Tropical 
Mockingbird; Scrub Greenlet; Blue-gray and Glaucous tanager; Golden-winged and Tocuyo sparrow; Black-
faced Grassquit; Grayish and Buff-throated saltator; Saffron Finch; and Yellow Oriole.  This afternoon we will 
make our way back westward, passing through Santa Marta and on through Salamanca National Park, a large 
coastal wetland, with its mangroves (and mosquitoes) and waterbirds, making a few stops en route. A sampling 
of species here includes Common Black-Hawk; Chestnut-winged Chachalaca; Pale-vented Pigeon; Red-rumped 
Woodpecker; Yellow-chinned Spinetail; Pied Water-Tyrant; Cattle Tyrant; and Bicolored Conebill.  We should 
arrive in Barranquilla sometime late in the afternoon. 
  

NIGHT: El Prado Hotel, Barranquilla 
  
June 28, Day 16.  We plan to spend about an hour at dawn somewhere near Barranquilla (airport code is BAQ) 
before returning to the hotel for breakfast and bags and our departure to the nearby airport. Our primary 
objective this morning will be to find Chestnut-winged Chachalaca which is confined to northern Colombia. 
Other species are likely to be similar to the list for June 27.  Most tour participants will be taking the 
Barranquilla to Miami none stop flight scheduled to depart at 10:00 a.m., which should get everyone into Miami 
in time to catch late afternoon flights homeward. We ask that participants do not book flights prior to 10:00 a.m. 
 
TOUR SIZE: Limited to 8 participants.  
 
TOUR LEADERS:  Steve Hilty and local guide 
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Steve Hilty is the senior author of A Guide to the Birds of Colombia, and the recently published Birds of 

Venezuela, both by Princeton University Press. Other credits include Birds of Tropical America, A watcher's 

introduction to behavior, breeding and diversity, which has just been republished by the University of Texas 
Press. He has also written a number of scientific papers on birds and plants, and is presently preparing the text 
and species accounts for the tanagers for a forthcoming volume of the acclaimed Handbook of Birds of the 

World, published by Lynx Press in Barcelona. Steve holds a Ph.D. in zoology from the University of Arizona 
and has worked at the Arid Lands Department at the University of Arizona, as a consultant to The Nature 
Conservancy, and as a stockbroker. He is currently a research associate at the University of Kansas Museum of 
Natural History. Since 1975, he has led tours throughout North and South America, and co-led trips to India, the 
Orient, and Australasian regions. With three decades of experience in South America and a wide range of 
natural history interests, he brings a unique breadth of expertise to his Neotropical tours. At night he often turns 
his binoculars towards the skies for stargazing. Steve lives in Kansas City with his wife, Beverly. They have two 
college age daughters. 
 

 
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: The fee for Colombia is $6,198 per person in double occupancy from 
Bogotá. This includes all meals from breakfast on Day 2 to breakfast on Day 15, accommodations as stated in 
the itinerary, one internal flight as stated in the itinerary, ground transportation during the tour, and guide 
services provided by the tour leaders. It does not include airfare from your home to Bogotá (one way) nor your 
return from Barranquilla back to your home (one way), airport departure taxes, alcoholic beverages, special 
gratuities, phone calls, laundry, or items of a personal nature. Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does 
not have sufficient registration, a small-party supplement may have to be charged. 
 
A single supplement can only be provided in Bogotá and the last night in Santa Marta. The single supplement 
charge is $590. Because most of the lodges are small, we cannot provide single rooms at the reserves and, in 
most or all lodges, members of the group will be required to share rooms.  Rooms with private bathrooms 
are generally available but hot water is not always available. 
 
TOUR REGISTRATION: To register for this tour, complete the VENT registration form and return it with a 
deposit of $500 per person per tour or extension (check or money order in US dollars.) If registering by phone, 
the deposit must be received within 10 days or the space will be released. Full payment of the tour fee is due 120 
days prior to the tour departure date. 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Cancellation Penalties and Refunds are based on the following schedule: if 
cancellation is made 120 days or more before the tour departure date, the deposit less $300 per person is 
refundable. If cancellation is made fewer than 120 days before departure date, no refund is available. This policy 
and fee schedule also applies to pre-trip and post-trip extensions, as well as any transfers from one tour to 
another. We strongly recommend the purchase of trip cancellation insurance for your protection. 
 
  If you cancel:     Your refund will be: 
  120 days or more before departure date  Your deposit minus $300. 
  Fewer than 120 days before departure date No refund available. 
 
FUEL AND FUEL SURCHARGES: In the uncertain, often volatile oil market of late, it is difficult – if not 
impossible – to predict fuel costs over the long term, and more specifically, at the time of operation of this 
departure. Our prices are based upon the prevailing fuel rates at the time of itinerary publication. While we will 
do everything possible to maintain our prices, if the fuel rates increase significantly, it may be necessary to 
institute a fuel surcharge. 
 
EXCHANGE RATE SURCHARGES: In the erratic global financial markets of today, it is difficult to predict 
foreign currency exchange rates over the long term or at the time of operation of a tour or cruise departure. Tour 
prices are based upon the rate of exchange at the time of itinerary publication. If exchange rates change 
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drastically, it may be necessary to implement a surcharge. If a surcharge is necessary, every effort will be made 
to minimize the amount. In many cases, these additional foreign exchange rate surcharges are passed to VENT 
by its vendors and suppliers.  
 
TRIP CANCELLATION INSURANCE: Application forms for optional coverage for baggage, illness, and 
trip cancellation can be obtained through the VENT office. We strongly recommend that you purchase trip 
cancellation insurance to protect yourself against losses due to accidents or illness. Check with your insurance 
agent regarding coverage you may presently have via other insurance policies that may cover illness during your 
trip. Waiver for pre-existing conditions is available, however, stipulations apply, usually requiring the 
purchase of the insurance soon after registering. Contact the VENT office prior to registration for details. 
 
Victor Emanuel Nature Tours is not a participant in the California Travel Consumer Restitution Fund. 
California law requires certain sellers of travel to have a trust account or bond. This business has a bond 
issued by Travelers in the amount of $50,000. CST #2014998-50. 
 
Victor Emanuel Nature Tours is not a participant in the California Travel Consumer Restitution Fund. 
California law requires certain sellers of travel to have a trust account or bond. This business has a bond 
issued by Travelers in the amount of $50,000. CST #2014998-50.  
 
AIR INFORMATION: Victor Emanuel Travel is a full-service travel agency and wholly owned subsidiary 
of VENT. Victor Emanuel Travel will be happy to assist you in making air arrangements. Airline tickets carry 
restrictions due to the airfare used. You may find that your ticket cannot be reissued or exchanged for another air 
carrier or routing. Cancellation penalties and change fees may be assessed for any changes to the ticket. These 
charges are solely your responsibility. First- and business-class travel is available on some flights.  All requests 

for travel assistance (air tickets, additional hotels, etc.) must be received no later than 60 days prior to 

departure date.  Within 60 days, arrangements must be made on your own. 
 
BAGGAGE LIMITS: All tour participants are asked to limit their baggage to a single bag of no more than 
forty pounds and a single carry on item such as a small back pack. Please pack in duffels if possible as 
these will fit better in our buses and will be more useful in the lodges where we stay which are relatively small.  
In general, this is a fairly vigorous trip and amenities at the lodges where we stay vary (but should include the 
transport and movement of luggage from buses to lodges, in and out of boats, etc.).  When packing, we urge 
you to give some thought to traveling lighter rather than heavier.  We also recommend that you bring a 
few plastic bags large enough to protect your clothing and/or luggage in case of rain. 
 
LAUNDRY: Laundry services will be limited or unavailable in most areas.  We recommend that you bring 
sufficient clothes to see you through the trip and, especially, bring items that can be washed easily and will dry 
quickly (i.e. cool-max shirts etc). A limited laundry service (for a small number of items) should be available at 
the Cerulean Warbler reserve on days 7 and 8 in the middle of the trip.  
 
CLIMATE: Weather conditions can be somewhat variable on this trip due to the wide range of habitats and 
elevations visited. Lowland areas such as the El Paujíl Reserve in the Magdalena Valley will be hot and humid 
(temperatures in the high 80s to low 90s).  Most other sites where we stay are in the mountains and some, such 
as in the Santa Marta Mts., are cool (and sometimes damp and foggy and windy) and require a medium weight 
jacket and/or sweater. Participants should dress with layers for changing conditions. Early morning 
temperatures can be chilly in the mountains but are likely to be warm mid-days.  Although this is not a peak 
rainy period (rains are heaviest April and May and Sept to early Nov) participants should expect some rain as 
the Colombian Andes, generally, receive fairly high rainfall. 
 
CLOTHING: Lightweight field clothing is the rule. Please do not wear white or brightly colored clothes, 
including hats or raingear, as it may frighten shy birds and animals and is likely to emphasize any movements 
that you make. We suggest loose-fitting khaki clothing or other cotton clothing in a dark green, dark blue, tan or 
brown shade. Military camouflage clothing should not be worn as it conveys an inappropriate image to police 
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and military personnel, whom we are likely to encounter at various highway checkpoints. Also, please avoid 
nylon or plastic jackets and/or rainwear of similar materials; noisy clothing is annoying to others and may 
frighten birds and animals. Long pants and long-sleeved shirts are recommended as protection against insects. A 
long, waterproof poncho (ponchos are better than rain jackets for protecting optical equipment) or rain jacket; 
warm sweater or down jacket (or light jacket and down vest combination in layers); warm hat; and gloves may 
be needed for the higher elevation sites which can be cold (but not freezing) early in the morning. Bring a broad-
brimmed hat for sun protection and a good sunscreen. Footwear should include gore-tex water-
resistant/waterproof hiking boots (some trails are sure to be muddy), and a second pair of sturdy walking shoes 
and/or sneakers.  Rubber boots should not be necessary.  Shower thongs will be very useful, especially with the 
likelihood of shared bathroom facilities. 
 
HEALTH PRECAUTIONS: Malaria has been confirmed in Colombia, including the chloroquine-resistant strain 
in rural areas. It is not expected to be a problem on this route. There are two malaria prophylaxis recommended in 
areas where chloroquine-resistant malaria is present: Mefloquine (Lariam) and Malarone. For travelers who are 
unable to take either Malarone or Mefloquine, the CDC recommends the drug Doxycycline as an alternative. 
Please consult with your physician or local travel clinic for recommendations. 
 
Hepatitis A vaccination (two series shot – costing about $100) is strongly recommended as a precaution. While not 
a requirement for entry into Colombia unless you are arriving from an infected area in another country, a yellow 
fever vaccination is a good idea for most people traveling to third word, tropical countries, and the vaccination is 
good for 10 years. People with compromised immune systems should consult with their personal physician before 
getting any vaccination. Your polio, tetanus, and typhoid protection should be current. Leishmaniasis is a disease 
transmitted by a small fly that is mainly active at dusk or during the night. It is not a common insect and only a few 
of the flies are disease carriers; proper clothing and the use of insect repellent are the best protection.  Dengue fever 
also is very infrequent and in transmitted by day-flying Aedes egypti mosquitoes.  Again, proper clothing and use 
of some insect repellent, especially in lowland areas, is the best protection.  You may check with the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta at 877-FYI-TRIP or www.cdc.gov/ for further health information. 
  
INSECTS: Insects should not be a problem over most of our route (the highlands should be particularly free of 
biting insects), but depending on rain, we could encounter some biting insects, as well as chiggers, in the 
lowland sites. Wear loose-fitting long pants and long-sleeved shirts, and bring bottles or roll-on sticks of Cutter's 
or similar insect repellents.  Spraying shoes, socks and lower portion of pants with insect repellent will help 
reduce problems with chiggers.  Pants pretreated with permethrin are also helpful. 
 
CURRENCY: Colombian Peso: as of July 9, 2008: 1.00 USD = 1,729.00 COP 
 
 
DOCUMENTS: For U.S citizens, a passport valid for at least six months beyond your planned departure is 
required. A visa is not required; a tourist card will be issued by the airline. Non-United States citizens should 
check with their local Peruvian consulate or embassy.  
 
EQUIPMENT:  We strongly recommend that participants bring a wide-mouth water bottle that can be easily 
refilled; a day pack; plastic bags for water-proofing gear in the field; plenty of snacks such as trail mix or dried 
fruit; and any personal medications. A small, compact umbrella is highly recommended, and raingear (rainjacket 
or poncho) may also be useful. Earplugs may come in handy at a couple of the lodges or hotels.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS:  There will be some opportunities to recharge batteries for electronic equipment 
but participants should bring enough spare batteries to last several days between charges.  Electrical plug-ins in 
Colombia are two flat-pin type and current may be 110 or typically 220 to 240 volts so those planning to 
recharge batteries should bring appropriate converters; a surge protector also is strongly recommended.  Because 
much of this route traverses relatively remote regions where the variety (although not quantity) of food may be 
limited, we recommend that everyone, including especially those persons with dietary restrictions or other 
dietary requirements, bring at least some trail snacks and other emergency food items that are portable. 
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SUGGESTED READING: Our website at www.ventbird.com offers an online store that carries a wide variety 
of items for birding and nature lovers including over 6,000 books. A portion of the sales from our store benefits 
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. You might also want to visit such other online stores as www.amazon.com, and 
for those out-of-print and hard-to-find titles, www.abebooks.com or www.buteobooks.com, which specializes in 
ornithology books. 
 

Field Guides: 
 
Hilty, S. L.  and W. L. Brown.  Guide to the Birds of Colombia.  Princeton University Press, Princeton, NJ.  

1986.  Now a classic and your best source for Colombia bird identification.  Fine source of information 
on voice, behavior, breeding and status and habitat; range maps for almost all species.  

 
Restall, R., C. Rodner, and M. Lentino.  Birds of Northern South America. Vol. 2. Plates and maps.  Christopher 

Helm, London.  More up-to-date taxonomy and very different color plate style, but similar in size and 
weight, to previous book.  Covers seven countries (over 7000 images) which complicates field identification. 

 
 
 

 

Natural History: 
 
Hilty, Steven. Birds of Tropical America: A Watcher's Introduction to Behavior, Breeding and Diversity.  

University of Texas Press, 2005.  Highly recommended for background information on how things work in 
bird communities in tropical latitudes. 

 
Kricher, John C. A Neotropical Companion. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989.  Excellent broad-based 

resource on just about everything from plants and birds to insects, herps and mammals in the Neotropics. 
 
Snow, David. The Web of Adaptation: Bird Studies in the American Tropics. Quadrangle, New York Times Book 

Co.: Demeter Press, 1976. A classic. Deals with fruit-eating birds and their adaptations in the American 
tropics. 

 

Recordings: 

 
Alvarez, M., V. Caro, O. Laverde and A. M. Cuervo.  Guía sonora de las aves de los Andes Colombianos (A Guide 

to the Bird Sounds of the Colombian Andes).  CD discs 1-7.  Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology.  2007.  
Good source for bird sound recordings for the Andes of Colombia (over 600 species).  Songs are not 
introduced at beginning of each track (follow with booklet). 

 
TIPPING: As noted in our itineraries, tipping (restaurants, porters, drivers, and local guides) is included on 
VENT tours. However, if you feel one or both of your VENT leaders or any local guides have given you 
exceptional service, it is entirely appropriate to tip. We emphasize that such tips are not expected and are 
entirely optional. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY: Victor Emanuel Nature Tours, Inc. (VENT) and/or its Agents act only as agents for the 
passenger in regard to travel, whether by railroad, motorcar, motorcoach, boat, or airplane and assume no 
liability for injury, damage, loss, accident, delay, or irregularity which may be occasioned either by reason of 
defect in any vehicle or for any reason whatsoever, or through the acts or default of any company or person 
engaged in conveying the passenger or in carrying out the arrangements of the tour. VENT and its agents can 
accept no responsibility for losses or additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other services, 
sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, or other causes. All such losses or expenses will have to be borne by 
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the passenger, as tour rates provide for arrangements only for the time stated. The right is reserved to substitute 
hotels of similar category for those indicated and to make any changes in the itinerary where deemed necessary 
or caused by changes in air schedules. The right is reserved to cancel any tour prior to departure, in which case 
full refund will constitute full settlement to the passenger. The right is reserved to substitute leaders on any tour. 
Where this is necessary, notification will be given to tour members. No refund will be made for any unused 
portion of the tour unless arrangements are made in sufficient time to avoid penalties. The prices of the tours are 
based on tariffs and exchange rates in effect on June 20, 2008 and are subject to adjustment in the event of any 
change therein. The right is reserved to decline to accept or to retain any person as a member of any tour. 
Baggage is at owner's risk entirely. The airlines concerned and their agents and affiliates are not to be held 
responsible for any act, omission, or event during the time passengers are not on board their aircraft. The 
passenger ticket in use by said airlines, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the airlines and 
the purchaser of these tickets and/or passenger. The services of any I.A.T.A.N. carrier may be used for these 
tours, and transportation within the United States may be provided by any member carrier of the Airline 
Reporting Corporation. 
 

  
  
  
 


