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South Africa is perhaps the most varied country on the continent, hence it’s a paradise for the visit-

ing birder. The terrain is scenic and remarkably diverse, with everything from the near-perfect Me-

diterranean climate of the southwestern Cape to the windy and cold grasslands of the highlands. In 

between lie acacia bush and shrub desert, wet evergreen forest and steamy tropical scrub, rolling 

veld and several unique plant associations. In many areas birds are remarkably common and easy to 

see, but even more tantalizing is the high degree of endemism of the avifauna. Over 165 species are 

found only in Africa south of the Zambezi and Cunene Rivers, and most of them can be seen in 

South Africa. The South Africa tour will focus on these specialties, from Jackass Penguins, Cape 

Cormorants, Bald Ibis and Blue Cranes, right on down the checklist through a plethora of larks, 

thrushes, and warblers. While many of these endemics are obviously related to species in other parts 

of the continent, a surprising number of them are very distinct forms with small ranges and without 

close relatives. This tour is scheduled for the southern springtime, the best time of year for birding 

the entire country. Many birds will be nesting, the intra-African migrants are arriving on their 

breeding grounds, and the Cape is especially beautiful with wildflowers at this season. We should 

find almost 450 species of birds on the tour, including almost 100 of the regional endemics, plus 

many favorite African birds with wider ranges. We include a pelagic trip into Cape seas which will 

give us access to the incredibly rich birdlife in the deep, cold waters off the Cape. The timing of this 

trip means that we should still see some of the southern ocean species as well as early arrivals from 

the northern hemisphere. And while this is not primarily a trip to see mammals, we’ll likely spot 

rhino, giraffe, and a wide array of antelope in the reserves. 

 

An added bonus for visitors to South Africa is the great tourism infrastructure. This agricultural 

and industrial giant is the only truly modern country on the continent. The accommodations, food, 

roads, and other facilities are generally excellent (in many cases better than in small towns in the 

United States). In addition there is a wealth of printed materials on the birds and other aspects of 

natural history. This tour promises to be the best of South Africa experienced through a productive, 

yet reasonably paced, itinerary. 

 

The Kruger National Park is one of Africa’s great wildlife reserves, with an amazingly high diversity 

of plants, invertebrates, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals. It also has one of the largest 

populations of elephant—over fourteen thousand of these spectacular giants—of any of the African 

national parks. Joining this extension increases your chance of seeing a number of “Bushveld” or 

savannah species which are not normally recorded on the South African itinerary. 
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The first part of our visit will be in the vicinity of the Sabie River, and our birding will focus on the 

habitat fringing this vital source of water. Raptors are common, and birds such as Martial and 

Wahlberg’s eagles; Bateleur; and White-backed, Hooded, and Lappet-faced vultures are all possi-

ble. Aquatic species that could be present include African Finfoot, Half-collared Kingfisher, and 

White-crowned Lapwing, plus a variety of herons and storks, including Marabou and the striking 

Saddle-billed Stork. Several hornbill species—Southern Yellow-billed, Red-billed, African Gray, and 

Crowned Hornbills—are likely. Cuckoos are also usually common in this area, and we could see 

Red-chested, Black, Diderik, Klaas’, Levaillant’s, and Jacobin (Pied) cuckoos. We could also see 

early arrivals of several Palaearctic migrants such as Willow Warblers, Spotted Flycatchers, and 

European Bee-eaters. The area is also one of the best in the park for leopard sightings. 

 

The open woodland we’ll see during the second part of our visit is great for viewing plains game 

such as wildebeest and zebra, as well as their predators such as lion, cheetah and spotted hyena. 

Spectacular birds in this region include Southern Ground Hornbill, Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl, and 

Kori, Red (Buff)-crested, and Black-bellied bustards. The area is particularly good for woodpeckers, 

plus a host of attractive smaller species such as starlings, shrikes, waxbills and weavers. 

 

Our visit coincides with the southern spring, and rain-showers are possible during our stay. Should 

showers trigger an emergence of termite alates (or “flying ants”), our birding is likely to be awe-

some, with virtually every bird species—from waxbills to eagles, in the area feasting on this rich 

source of food. 

 

Accommodations for our four nights in the park will be in chalets (known locally as huts or ron-

davels) with private baths and showers. 
 
October 2-3, Days 1-2: Travel to Cape Town. Participants have the option to arrive in Cape Town at any time 
on October 3. All participants arriving that day will be met and provided a transfer to our hotel. 
 
Direct overnight flights to Johannesburg from Washington Dulles, New York Kennedy and Atlanta depart on 
October 2 and will enable participants to connect to an October 3 afternoon or evening flight to Cape Town. For 
those wishing to avoid connecting through Johannesburg, non-stop overnight flights to Cape Town are available 
from Amsterdam, London and Frankfurt. Please contact Victor Emanuel Travel for the latest schedules and in-
formation. All flights and times are subject to change. 
 
Cape Town is an especially attractive city, and our lovely historic hotel is centrally located in a beautiful 
wooded suburb. Separated from the rest of the continent by a ring of mountains, the southwestern Cape Province 
is a world apart. Characterized by a pleasant Mediterranean climate (cool, wet winters and warm, dry summers), 
this region is scenically beautiful and has one of the most diverse floras in the world (spectacular when in 
bloom, as many plants should be at this season). The scrubby, small leafed shrubs typical of this climate are 
called “fynbos” (literally, “fine bush”). Many special birds can be found in the various types of fynbos, includ-
ing some of very restricted range. The rocky coastline, on the other hand, has its own group of endemics.  
 
Participants who will be in Cape Town prior to the tour (see below) or arriving early enough on October 3 can 
choose to join an optional afternoon excursion exploring the spectacular scenery and birds of the Cape. Depend-
ing on weather conditions, we’ll take a leisurely stroll through the world-renowned Kirstenbosch Botanical Gar-
dens looking for a number of endemic birds: Cape Sugarbird, Cape Bulbul, Cape Francolin, Orange-breasted 
and Southern Double-collared sunbirds, Forest Canary, Cape Siskin, and Black-faced Swee (Waxbills). We will 
also search the greenbelts above our hotel for the skulking Knysna Warbler and, if we are really lucky, a 
glimpse of a Buff-spotted Flufftail. 
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Participants wishing to rest up before the tour and/or assure being able to participate in the October 3 optional 
afternoon excursion should consider arriving prior to the tour and spending the night of October 2 in Cape 
Town. The VENT office will be happy to assist with any additional lodging arrangements. 
 

NIGHT (October 3): Alphen Hotel, Cape Town 
 
October 4, Day 3: Drive to Tulbagh. Today we’ll drive inland through the farmlands of the southwestern Cape 
and then over the rugged, rocky mountains to the pleasant town of Tulbagh. The town is situated in wine coun-
try and is surrounded by vineyards and orchards. Beyond the town, towards the interior, the fynbos (native chap-
arral) gives way to the thorny succulents and arid scrub typical of the Karoo. En route to Tulbagh, we’ll travel 
through extensive wine-producing country, stopping in the famous town of Paarl to explore the mountain above 
town. Many of the more common land birds of the Cape region can be found here, and it is one of the best areas 
for specialties of the montane fynbos like the Protea Canary, Malachite Sunbird, Cape Sugarbird, and Black-
faced Swee. Jackal Buzzards nest in the Cape Mountains, and both Gray-winged and Cape francolins occur. 

 
NIGHT: Rijk’s Hotel, Tulbagh 

 
October 5, Day 4: Birding the Karoo. Today we will need to make a very early start as we head for the Karoo, 
spending the day birding the dry “wasteland” that lies on the inland side of the Cape Mountains. Blocked from 
the moisture-laden clouds, here the bushes are low, scrubby, and widely-spaced; the grass is sparse; and only a 
few small trees are found along the usually dry watercourses. Some years the winter rains reach this area and 
when they do, the birds respond by displaying and nesting in abundance. If we’re lucky, this will be a wet year 
with spectacular wildflower displays. A surprising number of “hard-to-find” specialties are resident in this envi-
ronment, including Karoo Korhaan (Bustard), Karoo Chat, Layard’s Tit-Babbler, Cinnamon-breasted Warbler (a 
sneaky bird of the huge boulders and rocky hill-slopes), Rufous-eared Warbler, Namaqua Warbler (Prinia), Ka-
roo Eremomela, and Fairy Flycatcher. We will have a busy day searching for them! Other birds more typical of 
the still-drier Kalahari and Namib deserts to the north also occur in varying numbers, such as the Gray-backed 
Sparrow-Lark, Pririt Batis, Pale-winged Starling, White-throated Seedeater, Black-headed Canary (irregular), 
and Lark-like Bunting. 
 

NIGHT: Rijk’s Hotel, Tulbagh 
 
October 6, Day 5: The Karoo; Return to Cape Town. Depending on our success yesterday, we may return to 
the edge of the Karoo, searching for any local specialties that we’ve missed. We’ll then drive back to Cape 
Town through the wine country, birding en route. 

 
NIGHT: Alphen Hotel, Cape Town 

 
October 7, Day 6: Pelagic Trip out of Simon’s Town. Depending on sea conditions, today we make an early 
start and set out on a pelagic day trip from Simon’s Town. Cape seas offer spectacular pelagic birding, and at 
this time of year a number of albatross species plus a variety of other species are possible. Shy Albatross, Black-
browed Albatross, Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross, Southern Giant Petrel, White-chinned Petrel, Sooty Shear-
water, Great Shearwater, Pintado Petrel, Black-bellied Storm-Petrel, Wilson’s Storm-Petrel, Cape Gannet, 
Subantarctic Skua, Pomarine Jaeger, and Parasitic Jaeger are all recorded at this time of year, and there is also a 
chance of a late Wandering, Northern, or Southern Royal albatross or even a Gray-headed Albatross. At this 
time of year there is also an excellent chance that we will encounter cetaceans—particularly Southern Right 
Whales and various species of dolphin. 
 
Note: Wet-weather gear is required for this boat-trip! 
 
If sea conditions are unfavorable, this pelagic trip will be re-scheduled for Day 7 or 8, and we will bird False 
Bay instead (see details below).  
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NIGHT: Alphen Hotel, Cape Town 
 
October 8, Day 7: False Bay. Today we will head out around the southern edge of False Bay to the tiny village 
of Betty’s Bay. Here we’ll visit the Harold Porter Botanical Garden—a sister of the better-known Kirsten-
bosch—where we should add to our list of Cape specialties. Our targets include the illusive Victorin’s Warbler, 
Cape Rock-Thrush, Cape Grassbird, Fiscal Flycatcher, and possibly even Protea Canary. We will also visit 
Stony Point, one of only two nesting colonies of African or Jackass Penguins on the mainland. We should also 
have an excellent chance of seeing all South Africa’s marine cormorants, including Bank, Crowned and Cape 
cormorants, as well as African Black Oystercatchers. Heading back to our hotel, we will call in at the tiny town 
of Rooi Els, which will give us our best chance of recording the striking and endemic Cape Rock-jumper. The 
drive should also give us a good chance of sighting Southern Right Whales, as well as the possibility of Bryde’s 
or Humpback Whales and Cape Fur Seals. 
 
The Cape Mountains are low and ancient compared to most ranges, but in rising just a few thousand feet above 
the sea, they catch the clouds whose constant moisture supports thick bunchgrass and dense scattered bushes. 
Typical of these jagged ridges are the Ground Woodpecker, Cape Rock-jumper, Victorin’s Scrub-warbler (se-
cretive), and Grassbird; lower down, in the protected pockets and vales, the famous Protea shrubs reach their 
greatest diversity, with their incredible flowers attracting the Cape Sugarbird, sunbirds, Protea Seedeater, and 
others. Today we’ll search for these specialties and other birds of the Cape Mountains, in most pleasant sur-
roundings. 
 

NIGHT: Alphen Hotel, Cape Town 
 
October 9, Day 8: Western Cape Coast. Today we make an early start, taking a packed breakfast and birding 
our way up the western coast of the Cape region. Much of the coastal plain has been converted to wheat farm-
ing, but the remnant patches of native grassland and fynbos that survive are alive with birds at this season. Many 
of them will be singing and giving flight displays, while others will already be nesting. Specialties here include 
Cape Long-billed, Large-billed and Karoo larks; Capped Wheatear; Karoo Robin; Southern Gray Tit; Cloud 
Cisticola; and Yellow Canary. Black Harriers, a declining species, hunt over the fields, and South African 
Shelducks and Cape Shovelers may be seen at marshy ponds en route. The variety of birds found in this region 
is substantial, and other possibilities include Southern Black Korhaan, Cape Thick-knee, White-backed Mouse-
bird, White-throated Swallow, Banded Martin, Southern Anteater-Chat, Karoo Prinia, Bokmakierie, and Pied 
Starling. Water levels vary, but at the southern end of the Langebaan Lagoon are vast marshes and reedbeds, 
tidal flats, and salt pans. A great variety of African waterbirds and migrant shorebirds can be found in this area, 
plus some specialized inhabitants of the marshes, including African Marsh Harrier, African Snipe, several war-
blers, cisticolas, Cape Weaver, and Red Bishop. Note: Depending on weather conditions and forecasts, it may be 
necessary to switch activities on Days 8 and 9.  
 

NIGHT: Alphen Hotel, Cape Town 
 
October 10, Day 9: The Southwestern Cape Region. This morning we will explore the Cape Peninsula. Our 
first stop will be at the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens to chase down any species that we missed. We’ll then 
continue around the rocky coastline of the Cape Peninsular, checking for Jackass Penguin, marine cormorants 
(including the Cape, Bank, and Crowned, all endemic to these waters), Cape Gannet, African Black Oyster-
catcher, Hartlaub’s and Kelp gulls, and also roosting terns. The more widespread specialties are common, in-
cluding Cape Francolin, Cape Bulbul, Fiscal Flycatcher, Cape Batis, Southern Boubou, Cape Starling, Cape 
White-eye, and Cape Canary. Next we will continue on to the Cape Point Nature Reserve. In this vast tract of 
windswept fynbos, birds like the Cape Rock-Thrush; Gray-backed Cisticola; Orange-breasted, Southern Double-
collared, and Malachite sunbirds; Cape Siskin; and Cape Bunting may be found. By now you should be getting 
the idea, from the number of species called “Cape,” that there are many specialties in this attractive region! 

 
NIGHT: Alphen Hotel, Cape Town 
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October 11, Day 10: Fly to Durban; Drive to Kwazulu-Natal Area. After a final morning in Cape Town, 
we’ll transfer to the Cape Town airport in time for the 11:35 a.m. departure of South African Airways Flight 612 
to Durban (subject to change). Upon arrival, we then transfer to the Kwazulu-Natal area, arriving at our hotel at 
the base of the Drakensberg escarpment in the evening. 
 

NIGHT: Sani Pass Hotel, Himeville 
 
October 12, Day 11: Sani Pass. Early this morning, we’ll depart in 4 x 4 vehicles for a trip up Sani Pass to the 
mountain kingdom of Lesotho (an altitude of 10,000 feet). The scrubby bush at the foot of the pass offers a 
chance of Rufous-necked Wryneck, the skulking Barratt’s Warbler, Bush Blackcap, and, with luck, a glimpse of 
the striking (but rare) Half-collared Kingfisher along the river. At higher altitudes a number of endemics or spe-
cial birds are possible, including Black Eagle, Jackal Buzzard, Cape Vulture, Ground Woodpecker, Cape and 
Sentinal rock-thrushes, Buff-streaked Chat, Cape Grassbird, Wailing Cisticola, and Gurney’s Sugarbird. The top 
of the pass has yet more specialties to offer: Bearded Vulture (Lammergeier), Fairy Flycatcher, Drakensberg 
Siskin, Orange-breasted Rock-jumper, Cape Bunting, and South African Rock- and Mountain pipits. Beyond the 
pass, the vegetation is an easterly extension of the arid Karoo, and Sickle-winged Chat and Large-billed Larks 
may be found here. 
 
Note: You will need to bring warm clothing / windbreakers and passports today. 
 

NIGHT: Sani Pass Hotel, Himeville 
 
October 13, Day 12: Kwazulu-Natal Area. We will begin today’s birding in the grasslands and wetlands 
around the town of Underberg in search of waterfowl, African Marsh-Harrier, Crowned and Wattled cranes, and 
Dark-capped Yellow Warbler. The grassland we pass through offers a chance to see Stanley’s Bustard, Black-
winged Plover, and Blue Crane, amongst others. We will end the day birding a patch of indigenous mist-belt 
forest near the town of Donnybrook. These relict forest patches are home to a variety of unusual and localized 
birds. Here we’ll be searching for Cape (or Brown-necked) Parrot, Knysna Turaco, African Olive Pigeon, Olive 
Woodpecker, Southern Black-Tit, Chorister Robin, Orange Ground-Thrush (rare and shy), Barratt’s Scrub-
Warbler, Bar-throated Apalis, Bush Blackcap, Olive Bush-Shrike, and Forest Canary, plus several colorful wax-
bill species. Note that activities on this and the next day might be switched to take local weather conditions into 
account.  
 

NIGHT: Sani Pass Hotel, Himeville 
 
October 14, Day 13: To Dlinza Forest and Mtunzini. Today we’ll have another early start, enjoying a packed 
breakfast at the small town of Howick before continuing towards the coast. We will visit another relict forest, 
this one in the foothills above the Natal lowlands. Dlinza Forest is best known as the premier site to observe the 
rare Spotted Ground-Thrush. Almost everything known about this mysterious species has been learned here, and 
we have a decent chance of finding it. Birds are generally common in this forest, and we may also see Purple-
crested Turaco, Green Malkoa (or Yellowbill), Narina’s Trogon, Gray Cuckoo-Shrike, several bulbuls, and East-
ern Olive Sunbird here.  
 

NIGHT: Umlalazi Nature Reserve 
 

October 15, Day 14: Ongoye Forest; Mtunzini Area. This morning we’ll bird the Ongoye Forest, one of only 
two sites from which the rare Green Barbet is known. Located on a low ridge of granitic hills, this forest is also 
home to Delegorgue’s Pigeon (rare), Narina’s Trogon, Yellow-streaked Bulbul (common), Mountain Wagtail 
(along the streams), Chorister Robin, White-Starred Robin, Gray Cuckoo-Shrike, and Dark-backed Weaver, 
among others. In the afternoon we will bird a variety of habitats, including freshwater marshes and scattered 
patches of coastal forest and scrub. With luck we may find a Buff-spotted Flufftail (but it’s a real skulker) or the 
strange Palm-nut Vulture. 
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NIGHT: Umlalazi Nature Reserve  
 
October 16, Day 15: Richard’s Bay, St. Lucia and on to Bonamanzi. This morning we’ll bird the Zululand 
coastal region, first stopping at a major wetland in the harbor-town of Richard’s Bay. This area typically pro-
duces large numbers of waterfowl, herons and pelicans, and also gives us our best chance for the tiny Lesser 
Jacana. The surrounding bush and reedbeds should add a variety of warblers, cisticolas, and weavers to our list. 
Our next stop will be the large estuarine lake of St. Lucia. Between this large lake and the ocean is a mix of 
grassland, bush, and dune forest harboring several specialties of very restricted range. Especially noteworthy in 
this region are the five Zululand endemics: Woodward’s Batis, Rudd’s Apalis, Neergard’s Sunbird, Pink-
throated Twinspot, and Lemon-breasted Canary. None of these endemics range beyond this small corner of the 
continent, and none are common or conspicuous. Many other birds of the area found only in the relict forests 
scattered up the entire eastern coast of Africa are present here, including Southern Banded Snake-Eagle, Trum-
peter Hornbill, White-eared Barbet, Yellow-spotted Nicator, Brown Robin, Black-bellied Starling, and Gray 
Sunbird. Weavers occur in the reedbeds, and sometimes waterbirds are numerous in the area. In the late after-
noon, we’ll continue on to the private reserve at Bonamanzi.  
 

NIGHT: Bonamanzi Game Reserve 
 
October 17-18, Days 16-17: Bonamanzi Game Reserve. We have two full days to explore Bonamanzi, Ezul-
wini and nearby Hluhluwe Reserves. Birds are generally abundant in the open woodlands and dense forests, and 
many scarce lowland species can be found in the area including Cuckoo-Hawk, Lizard Buzzard, Crested 
Guineafowl, Purple-crested Turaco, Green Malkoa, Giant and Brown-hooded kingfishers, Black-collared Bar-
bet, Golden-tailed Woodpecker, African Broadbill, Square-tailed Drongo, Eastern Bearded Scrub-Robin, and 
Pink-throated Twinspot. We’ll do some night work here, searching especially for Fiery-necked, Square-tailed 
and Natal Nightjars, while a drive to the vast floodplains offers the possibility of some exciting waterbirds. 
Amongst the more common species, we may find Goliath Heron, Woolly-necked Stork, Spur-winged Geese, 
Wattled Plover, Rosy-breasted Longclaw, and Collared Pratincole. 
 

NIGHTS: Bonamanzi Game Reserve (October 17) & Ezulwini Game Reserve (October 18) 
 

October 19, Day 18: Drive to Wakkerstroom. After morning birding, we’ll travel to the Wakkerstroom area 
of the central plateau. Here on the “highveld” the habitat is largely rolling grassland, but, as is true of native 
prairie almost everywhere, much of the grassland has now been greatly reduced in extent and quality by farming 
and overgrazing. A surprising number of endemics have evolved in these grasslands, and many of them are now 
very localized in occurrence. Our lodging for the next two nights will be Weaver’s Nest, a guesthouse that caters 
to birders and has current information on finding many of the toughest grassland endemics. You’ll love the 
homey atmosphere and special attention here. 
 

NIGHT: Weaver’s Nest Country Lodge, Wakkerstroom 
 
October 20, Day 19: Wakkerstroom. We have a full day to search for the special grassland endemics of the 
Wakkerstroom area, including Southern Bald Ibis, Blue Crane, Blue Korhaan (or Bustard), Yellow-breasted Pi-
pit, Rudd’s and Botha’s larks (both very rare and localized birds with tiny ranges), Buff-streaked Chat (on the 
boulder-strewn hills), Sentinel Rock-Thrush, Wailing Cisticola, and Long-tailed Widow. Other less localized, 
but very special birds of the area include Stanley’s Bustard, Black-winged Plover, Greater Striped-Swallow, 
Cape Longclaw, Pale-crowned Cisticola, Yellow-rumped Widow, and Quail-Finch. 
 

NIGHT: Weaver’s Nest Country Lodge, Wakkerstroom 
 
October 21, Day 20: Wakkerstroom to Johannesburg. After a final search for the specialties of the highveld, 
we’ll drive to Johannesburg, stopping for lunch and to bird the Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve. The far corner of 
this reserve is characterized by dry thornveld habitat and gives us a chance of several new species: Red-eyed 
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Bulbuls, Ashy Tits, Black-chested Prinias, and Kalahari Scrub-Robins which we won’t have seen elsewhere on 
the tour. 
 

NIGHT: Southern Sun O.R. Tambo International Airport, Kempton Park 
 
October 22-23, Days 21-22: Johannesburg Area; Departure for Home or Begin Kruger National Park Ex-
tension. Depending on actual flight departure times, we should have the opportunity to bird either Bushveld 
habitat north of Pretoria or some wetland preserves near Johannesburg. The exact plans will be determined by 
your tour leader during the tour based on local conditions and also on what we have recorded on the trip up to 
this point. 
 
In the afternoon, participants not continuing on the Kruger National Park Extension will be transferred to the 
Johannesburg airport in time for late-afternoon or early-evening flights to Atlanta, New York Kennedy, Wash-
ington Dulles, Amsterdam, London, and Frankfurt which will arrive on October 23, allowing time for homeward 
connections.  
 

KRUGER NATIONAL PARK EXTENSION 
OCTOBER 22-29, 2008 

 
October 22, Day 1: Overnight in Johannesburg. In preparation for our October 23 morning departure, we’ll 
have dinner and spend the night in Johannesburg.  

 
NIGHT: Southern Sun O.R. Tambo International Airport, Kempton Park 

 

October 23, Day 2: Johannesburg to Kruger National Park. We will depart in the morning for Kruger Na-
tional Park. The drive will take us through the heart of South Africa’s maize (corn) growing area as well as 
some high-lying grasslands and, as we descend into the lowveld, extensive areas of commercial forestry. Birds 
we may see en route include a variety of raptors and, as we reach the Park, a variety of hornbills, rollers, shrikes, 
and cuckoos.  
 

NIGHT: Skukuza Camp, Kruger National Park 
 

October 24, Day 3: Southern Section of Kruger National Park; Sabie River. The day will be spent birding 
and game-viewing in the southern section of the park. Our activities today will concentrate on the Sabie River, a 
major perennial river which attracts a wide variety of birds and game. Birds we will look for include statuesque 
Saddle-billed Storks, Ground Hornbills, and Bateleur, Wahlberg’s and Martial eagles. Water birds possible in-
clude White-crowned Lapwings and the elusive African Finfoot. This area also boasts a high density of leop-
ards, and we will be hoping for great views of these gorgeous cats! 

 
NIGHT: Skukuza Camp, Kruger National Park 

 

October 25-26, Days 4-5: Central Section of Kruger National Park. Both days will be spent in the central 
section of the park, which has a high concentration of plains game and mammalian predators. Birds in this area 
include Secretary Bird, Kori and Black-bellied bustard, Double-banded Sandgrouse, Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver, 
and, if we are lucky, Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl. Birding in this area is usually rewarding, as Bennett’s Woodpecker, 
African Mourning Dove, African Scops-Owl, and Brown-headed Parrot are all possible 

 
NIGHTS: Talamati Bushveld, Kruger National Park 

 

October 27, Day 6: Morning at Kruger National Park; Drive to Johannesburg. After an early-morning 
game-drive followed by breakfast, we will leave the park via Orpen Gate and return to Johannesburg via the 
Strydom Tunnel. En route, we will search for the extremely rare and elusive Taita Falcon, which could be nest-
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ing at this time. This site is probably one of the most reliable (but not infallible) sites for this stunning small fal-
con. 

 
NIGHT: Southern Sun O.R. Tambo International Airport, Kempton Park 

 
October 28-29, Days 7-8: Johannesburg Area; Departure for Home. Depending on actual flight departure 
times, we should have the opportunity to bird either Bushveld habitat north of Pretoria or some wetland pre-
serves near Johannesburg before returning to the airport in time for late-afternoon or early-evening flights to 
Atlanta, New York Kennedy, Washington Dulles, Amsterdam, London and Frankfurt.  
 
TOUR LEADER: Geoff Lockwood (assisted by local guides at various locations) 
 
Geoff Lockwood’s interest and involvement with birds dates back to his early years at school and forms part of 
a wider interest in the biodiversity of the Southern African sub-region. After leaving school, he began a career as 
a bird artist, illustrator, and author. In 1981, he published Garden Birds of Southern Africa and later also con-
tributed half the illustrations to the 5th and 6th editions of Roberts’ Birds of Southern Africa. Geoff is currently 
based at the Delta Environmental Centre in Johannesburg where he acts as part-time manager and education of-
ficer, working to instill an environmental ethos in teachers and school groups that visit the Centre. For the past 
30 years he has been involved with local birding organizations and has served on the Council of the Southern 
African Ornithological Society―now BirdLife South Africa, for most of that time. He travels widely in the re-
gion, presenting lectures, talks, and courses on bird identification, ecology, and behavior, and is also involved in 
the training of local bird guides as part of a BLSA initiative to give communities a vested interest in the conser-
vation of their local birds. With 870 species listed within southern Africa, Geoff is amongst the region’s top 
birders. He has led tours to many destinations in Southern and Central Africa, as well as Kenya and Israel. 
 
TOUR SIZE: Each section will be limited to 10 participants.* 
 
*VENT reserves the right to increase the tour size to 11 participants based on group configuration and/or to ac-
commodate a late registration from a couple or pair of participants.  
 
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: The fee for South Africa is $7395 per person in double occupancy from 
Cape Town (tour ends in Johannesburg). This includes all food from lunch on Day 2 to lunch on Day 21, all 
lodging as described in the tour itinerary, ground transportation during the tour, and guide services provided by 
the tour leader. The tour fee does not include airfare from your home to Cape Town and return from Johannes-
burg, airport departure taxes, the commercial flight from Cape Town to Durban (See AIR INFORMATION 
section below), alcoholic beverages, special gratuities, telephone calls, laundry, or items of a personal nature. 
Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration, a small-party supplement 
may have to be charged. 
 
The single supplement for South Africa is $1030. You will be charged a single supplement if you desire single 
accommodations, or if you prefer to share but have no roommate and we cannot provide one for you.  
 
The fee for South Africa: Kruger National Park Extension is $2395 per person in double occupancy from Johan-
nesburg. This includes all food from dinner on Day 1 to lunch on Day 7, all lodging as described in the tour itin-
erary, ground transportation during the tour, and guide services provided by the tour leader. The tour fee does 
not include airfare from your home to Johannesburg and return, airport departure taxes, alcoholic beverages, 
special gratuities, telephone calls, laundry, or items of a personal nature. Rates are based upon group tariffs; if 
the tour does not have sufficient registration, a small-party supplement may have to be charged. 
 
The single supplement for South Africa: Kruger National Park Extension is $560. You will be charged a single 
supplement if you desire single accommodations, or if you prefer to share but have no roommate and we cannot 
provide one for you.  
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TOUR REGISTRATION: To register for this tour, please contact the VENT office. The deposit for this tour is 
$500 per person per tour. If you prefer to pay your deposit by check, your tour space will be held for 10 days to 
allow time for the VENT office to receive your deposit and completed registration form. If you prefer to pay 
your deposit using a credit card, your deposit must be made with MasterCard or Visa at the time of registration. 
The VENT registration form should then be completed, signed, and returned to the VENT office. Full payment 
of the tour fee is due 120 days prior to the tour departure date. 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Refunds are made according to the following schedule: if cancellation is made 
120 days or more before the tour departure date, the deposit less $125 per person is refundable. If cancellation is 
made fewer than 120 days before departure date, no refund is available. This policy and fee schedule also ap-
plies to pre-trip and post-trip extensions, as well as any transfers from one tour to another. We strongly recom-

mend the purchase of trip cancellation insurance to protect yourself. 
 
  If you cancel:     Your refund will be: 
  120 days or more before departure date  Your deposit minus $125. 
  Fewer than 120 days before departure date No refund available. 
 
TRIP CANCELLATION INSURANCE: Application forms for optional coverage for baggage, illness, and 
trip cancellation can be obtained through the VENT office. We strongly recommend that you purchase trip 
cancellation insurance to protect yourself against losses due to accidents or illness. Check with your insurance 
agent regarding coverage you may presently have via other insurance policies that may cover illness during your 
trip. Waiver for pre-existing conditions is available; however, stipulations apply, usually requiring the 
purchase of the insurance soon after registering. Contact the VENT office prior to registration for details. 
 
Victor Emanuel Nature Tours is not a participant in the California Travel Consumer Restitution Fund. 
California law requires certain sellers of travel to have a trust account or bond. This business has a bond 
issued by Travelers in the amount of $50,000. CST #2014998-50. 
 
AIR INFORMATION: Victor Emanuel Travel is a full-service travel agency and wholly-owned subsidiary if 
Victor Emanuel Nature Tours (VENT). We will be happy to make any air arrangements for this tour. 
 
Note that the group will take a specific commercial flight from Cape Town to Durban on Day 8 which is not 
covered by the tour fee. Please contact Victor Emanuel Travel for more information. 
 
CLIMATE: South Africa is a land of great physical contrasts, from semi-deserts to grasslands, mountains, and 
forests. September-October is the time when the season changes, thus the climate should vary from the warm to 

hot days (90°) and possibly cool nights (50°) of the dry interior, to the coastal humidity of Zululand where day-
time temperatures are in the low 80s. There could be cold weather during the high-altitude Sani Pass excursion 
on Day 12. The western Cape can be cold or marvelously full of clear, spring freshness, depending on the pas-
sage of cold fronts. Rain is possible, although spring occurs before the main rains in Natal and the Transvaal and 
after the main rains in the western Cape. For the duration of the tour, expect an extreme temperature range from 
lows in the high 20’s/30s to highs in the 90s.  
 

CLOTHING AND LUGGAGE: Lightweight field clothing is the norm (drab colors such as olive or khaki pre-
ferred), with a warm sweater or jacket for cooler weather. Southern Africa’s spring climate (see above) is vari-
able, and conditions often change markedly during a single day, so layers that can be put on and discarded as 
required are ideal.  
 
Good walking shoes or light boots should suffice at most locations. People with balance problems and/or weak 
ankles might find ankle boots and a light cane useful. However, the possibility of rain plus the risks of being wet 
by spray on our pelagic trip (see below) make waterproof footwear advisable. 
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Dress is informal in most overnight accommodation.. Although some hotels have a swimming pool, there will 
not be much time to swim during daylight hours.  
 
Depending on sea conditions, the pelagic trip (Day 6) can get very wet, and a rain suit and waterproof footwear 
is strongly recommended. Warm clothing and windbreakers will be necessary for the trip up Sani Pass (Day 12).  
 
Please restrict your luggage to one medium-sized soft-sided suitcase or duffel bag and one small carry-on be-
cause of space limitations on the bus. 
 
LAUNDRY: Laundry services are available at the Alphen Hotel, Sani Pass Hotel, Bonamanzi Game Reserve 
(no underwear or socks here), and the Southern Sun O.R. Tambo International Airport. 
 
DIFFICULTY: There is very little walking on this tour. Any walking we do is largely on fairly level, even 
ground. However, some short stretches have steeper inclines. The altitude in some locations (approximately 
6,000 feet) requires a moderate level of physical fitness.  
 
The Sani Pass Excursion (Day 11) goes up to about 12,000 feet but involves minimal physical exertion, as we 
will bird from the vehicle(s). 
 
There are two travel days when we will spend most of the day in vehicles except for comfort and birding stops. 
 
CURRENCY: South African Rand (ZAR). MasterCard and Visa are more widely accepted than American Ex-
press, but all are useful, particularly in major centers. 
 
DOCUMENTS: A passport valid for at least six months beyond your planned departure with sufficient blank 
pages for various border crossings is required for U.S. citizens to enter South Africa and Lesotho. Visas are not 
required (subject to change). Non-U.S. citizens should check with their closest South African consu-
late/embassy for instructions. 
 
EQUIPMENT: Of course, everyone should have a pair of binoculars in good repair. Your tour leader will be 
carrying a spotting scope; however, you are welcome and encouraged to bring your own if you wish. You 
should also bring a hat, sunscreen, chapstick, small alarm clock, washcloth, insect repellant (not a major prob-
lem), and a small flashlight or headlamp. A dust mask may be helpful on the back-roads. It is advisable to bring 
along all of the film and medicines you will require for the trip, although the large cities will provide for most of 
your needs. 
 
HEALTH AND COMFORT: Although South Africa is one of the few countries in Africa where you can drink 
the water in major cities, eat salads or unpeeled fresh vegetables, and assume that Western sanitation standards 
are followed, a powerful anti-biotic for any possible GI problems could be useful. 
 
A portion of the tour visits a low-risk malaria area. Although the timing of the tour is outside the peak time for 
this disease, suitable prophylaxis is recommended. Consult your doctor for the most appropriate medication. 
 
Yellow fever certificates are required if you happen to be arriving from an infected area. For further health in-
formation, contact the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta at 877-FYI-TRIP or access 
their website (www.cdc.gov/travel). 
 
Please be sure to bring insect repellent, sunscreen, lip-ointment, and normal travel medications (motion sickness 
prevention, Imodium etc.). Other suggested items include a canteen or leak-proof water bottle, rubber bands, a 
calculator, and plastic bags. 
 
If you are taking prescription medication or over-the-counter medicine, be sure to bring an ample supply that 
will allow you to get through the tour safely. Please consult your physician as necessary. Remember to pack all 
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medication in your carry-on baggage, preferably in original containers or packaging. As airline baggage restric-
tions can change without warning, please check with your airline for procedures for packing medication. 
 
As standard travel precautions, you should always be up to date with tetanus shots, and strongly consider inocu-
lations against Hepatitis types A and B.  
 
In addition to your physician, a good source of general health information for travelers is the United States Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta. The CDC operates a 24-hour recorded Travelers’ In-
formation Line 877-FYI-TRIP (394-8747) or you can check their website at www.cdc.gov/travel. Canadian citi-
zens should check the website of the Public Health Agency of Canada: www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/new_e.html (click 
on travel health). 
 
MISC:  

Departure Tax:  None (subject to change without notice)  
Electricity: The electrical supply is 220 volts, and it is recommended that you bring an ap-

pliance designed for this voltage with three round prongs arranged in a triangle. 
Note that some adapters sold in the United States “for Africa” may not work in 
South Africa. 

Language:  The official languages are Afrikaans and English. There are nine main African 
languages, the most widely spoken being Xhosa, Zulu and Sesotho. 

Time:   7 hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time (GMT +2:00) 
 
SUGGESTED READING: Our website at www.ventbird.com offers an affiliated online store that carries a 
wide variety of items for birding and nature lovers, including over 6,000 books. A portion of the sales from the 
store benefits the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. You might also want to visit such other online stores as 
www.amazon.com, and for those out-of-print and hard-to-find titles, www.abebooks.com, or 
www.buteobooks.com, which specializes in ornithology books. 
 
A great deal has been written about all aspects of South Africa’s history, and you will find a variety of selections 
in any library. Browse around a little and you will discover many resources not listed here. This list includes 
some basic field guides and reference volumes of use to the visitor. 
 

Birds: 
Newman, Kenneth. Newman’s Birds of Southern Africa. Cape Town: New Holland/ Struik Publishers, 2002. 
 

Sinclair, Ian, Phil Hockey, and Warwick Tarboton. Sasol Birds of Southern Africa. 3rd ed. Cape Town: Struik 
Publishers, 2002.  

 
Kemp, Alan and Meg. SASOL Birds of Prey of Africa and its Islands. Cape Town: Struik New Holland Publish-

ers, 1998. 
 
Allan, David. A Photographic Guide to Birds of Prey of Southern, Central and East Africa. Cape Town: Struik 

New Holland Publishers, 1996. 
 
Maclean,Gordon Lindsay. Roberts’ Birds of Southern Africa, 6th Ed. John Voelcker Bird Book Fund, 1993. This 

is more of a handbook, with extended information on behavior, breeding, diet, etc. 
 
Ginn, P., W. G. McIlleron, and P. le S. Milstein. The Complete Book of Southern African Birds. Cape Town: 

Struik New Holland Publishers, 1989. Excellent photographs with anecdotal text. 
 

Mammals: 
Stuart, Chris and Tilde Stuart. Field Guide: Mammals of Southern Africa. Cape Town: Struik New Holland Pub-

lishers, 1999. 
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Kingdon, Jonathan. The Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals. London: Academic Press, 1997. 
 
Estes, Richard Despard. The Behavior Guide to African Mammals. Berkeley: University of California Press, 

1991. 
 
General Social, Historical and Geographical Background: 
Johnson-Barker, Brian. South Africa The Beautiful. Cape Town: Struik New Holland Publishers, 1991. 
 
Cubitt, Gerald S. and Peter Joyce. Journey through South Africa. Cape Town: Struik New Holland Publishers, 

1986. OUT OF PRINT. 
 
Davenport, Rodney and Christopher Saunders. South Africa, a Modern History, 5th ed. New York: Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2000.  
 
RESPONSIBILITY: Victor Emanuel Nature Tours, Inc. (VENT) and/or its Agents act only as agents for the 
passenger in regard to travel, whether by railroad, motorcar, motorcoach, boat, or airplane and assume no liabil-
ity for injury, damage, loss, accident, delay, or irregularity which may be occasioned either by reason of defect 
in any vehicle or for any reason whatsoever, or through the acts or default of any company or person engaged in 
conveying the passenger or in carrying out the arrangements of the tour. VENT and its Agents can accept no 
responsibility for losses or additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness, 
weather, strike, war, quarantine, or other causes. All such losses or expenses will have to be borne by the pas-
senger, as tour rates provide for arrangements only for the time stated. The right is reserved to substitute hotels 
of similar category for those indicated and to make any changes in the itinerary where deemed necessary or 
caused by changes in air schedules. The right is reserved to cancel any tour prior to departure, in which case full 
refund will constitute full settlement to the passenger. The right is reserved to substitute leaders on any tour. 
When this is necessary, notification will be given to tour members. No refund will be made for any unused por-
tion of the tour unless arrangements are made in sufficient time to avoid penalties. The prices of the tours are 
based on tariffs and exchange rates in effect on February 27, 2008 and are subject to adjustment in the event of 
any change therein. The right is reserved to decline to accept or to retain any person as a member of any tour. 
Baggage is at owner’s risk entirely. The airlines concerned and their agents and affiliates are not to be held re-
sponsible for any act, omission, or event during the time passengers are not on board their aircraft. The passen-
ger ticket in use by said airlines, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the airlines and the pur-
chaser of these tickets and/or passenger. The services of any I.A.T.A.N. carrier may be used for these tours, and 
transportation within the United States may be provided by any member carrier of the Airline Reporting Corpo-
ration. 
 
 


