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Seychelles is world-renowned for its idyllic tropical beaches, coral reefs and, among birders, for its 

endemics and seabird colonies. We have the opportunity to find many (if not all) of the Seychelle’s 

12 endemic birds including the sleek Seychelles Paradise-Flycatcher, one of the world’s rarest 

species with only a handful of individuals on just one tropical island, the highly attractive Seychelles 

Blue Pigeon, plus Seychelles Kestrel, Seychelles Bulbul, Seychelles Sunbird, Seychelles Fody and 

the Aldabra Drongo – a species found nowhere else in the world but this extremely remote coral 

atoll.  We’ll also witness some of the wonderful conservation successes on Aride, and Cousin – 

superb island reserves with flourishing populations of Seychelles Brush-Warbler and Seychelles 

Magpie-Robin. There are abundant seabirds: exotic Red-tailed and White-tailed Tropicbirds, the 

ghostly White Tern, huge colonies of Common and Lesser Noddies, Bridled and Sooty Terns, 

mangroves full of Great and Lesser Frigatebirds and Red-footed Boobies, plus more secretive 

Audubon’s and Wedge-tailed Shearwaters. This is a great area too to see good numbers of the 

unique Crab Plover and we’ll find many other near-endemic Indian Ocean island species. On 

Aldabra, the White-throated Rail is virtually flightless, often absurdly tame and quite possibly to be 

elevated to full species status along with several other distinctive races of Malagasy birds found here 

in good numbers and easily seen. 

 

But this cruise isn’t just about birds. It is a true get-away to tiny, idyllic, uninhabited and rarely 

visited islands with palm-fringed white sandy beaches, and superb snorkelling in crystal-clear 

waters where healthy coral reefs support prolific numbers of undisturbed fishes of mind-boggling 

variety, color, size and shape. Our visit to Aldabra Atoll will be the highlight for many of us. The 

coral reefs here are pristine, and the birding very special. This is the only other place in the world 

apart from Galapagos where a large population (100,000) of Giant Tortoises survive – a totally 

different species and much more abundant. 

 

Seychelles comprises over 115 islands scattered across 1,374,000 km2 of the western Indian Ocean. 

They have a fascinating geology. Once sandwiched between Africa and India as part of 

Gondwanaland, they split off from Africa some 127 million years ago and from India about 65 

million years ago. Thus the 40 central islands are the only granitic oceanic islands in the world - 

and at 750 million years old, they are also the oldest. Many of the outer islands are classic low-lying 

coral islands and amongst them is Aldabra – the largest raised coral atoll in the world. Needless to 

say with such unique remoteness there is extraordinary and special botanical interest, personified in 

the bizarre Coco-de-mer palm. 
 

Our cruise vessel “Le Ponant” is a superbly well-appointed ship. 290 feet long, yet catering to an 

exclusive group of just over 50 voyagers. Built in France in 1991. Le Ponant is a sleek, three-masted 

sailing vessel built to the highest international standards for safety and elegance. When her 16,140 

square feet of sail are fully unfurled, Le Ponant will glide through the water at a swift 14-16 knots. 

She is fully equipped with a gourmet and open-air restaurant, a lounge, a bar, five Zodiacs, and has 

capabilities and equipment for both snorkeling and diving. All cabins are outside with either two 

lower or one double bed. Each has an en suite bathroom with shower and robes, minibar, safe, 

radio, individual air-conditioning control, and telephone! VENT’s Ultimate Seychelles cruise 
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promises to be a very special journey travelling in great style through some of the Indian Ocean’s 

most glorious and remote oceanic islands.  

 
March 8- 9, Day 1-2: Depart for Mahé, Seychelles. Tour participants flying from the USA will need to depart 
on March 8th in order to arrive Victoria, Mahé, Seychelles on March 10th.  At the time of this publication, the 
most desirable flight itinerary would be connecting through London Heathrow airport. 
 

NIGHT: Onboard Commercial Flights 
 
 March 10, Day 3: Victoria, Mahé, Seychelles. Participants need to arrive in the charming town of Victoria on 
Mahé Island, the sleepy capital of the Seychelles, sometime in the late afternoon  We will transfer to our hotel, 
the Le Meridien Barbarons, for dinner and overnight. The granitic islands of the Seychelles has an area of just 
235 sq km and the narrow rocky and hilly main island of Mahé accounts for well over half. The highest point of 
the Seychelles is Morne Seychellois at 905 m. The climate is tropical marine, hot and humid all year round. The 
country’s tiny population of c, 80,000 rely heavily on tourism for their income so will give us a warm welcome. 
This evening we will try and arrange an optional nocturnal visit to find the endemic Seychelles Scops-owl. 
 

NIGHT: Le Meridien Barbarons, Mahé 
 
March 11, Day: Day 4: Victoria, Mahé /Embark Le Ponant. Today we explore Victoria and Mahé’s 
countryside. Birders amongst us can take early walks in our hotel grounds where we’ve seen Seychelles Blue 
Pigeon, Seychelles Sunbird, Madagascar Turtle-dove and migrants such as Striated Heron, Yellow Bittern and 
Garganey. Charming Victoria on Mahé Island is the sleepy capital of the Seychelles. The Botanical Garden, 
founded a century ago, provides an introduction to endemic plants, with 80 indigenous species, including five 
palm varieties, the vanilla orchid, and such rarities as the Coco de Mer. Since these islands were only 
permanently inhabited a few hundred years ago, they retain their unique flora and fauna without the interference 
of introduced species. The Botanical Gardens is often a good site for Madagascar Fody, Seychelles Bulbul and 
Seychelles Swiftlet. We drive inland through sinuous mountain contours covered in thick, green forest on the 
island’s most stunning route, passing by vanilla, cinnamon, and tea plantations overlooking striking coastal 
vistas to the Morne Seychellois National Park. Here are insect-devouring pitcher plants, chameleons, and 
hopefully further good birds – Seychelles Kestrel and a chance for the scarce Seychelles White-eye. In the late 
afternoon we embark Le Ponant and set sail southward.  
 

NIGHT: Le Ponant 

 
March 12, Day 5: St. Francois – Bijoutier Atoll. Our first day heading south into the vast areas of the Indian 
Ocean will be one of real exploration, visiting a location that few, if any, ships have ever been. The land area is 
tiny – just c.50 acres of eroded coral atoll that once encompassed a huge, shallow lagoon of c.15,000 acres, 
which dries extensively at low tide. Vegetation is mainly coconut palms and Casuarina with many mangroves 
fringing the lagoon. There is no human settlement and the site is most important as a feeding area for migratory 
shorebirds. Crab Plovers numbers can exceed 1,500 and a whole range of other species such as Greater 
Sandplover, Marsh, Terek and Curlew Sandpipers may be present in smaller numbers. Breeding birds include 
very dense populations of the enchanting, tree-nesting White Tern. Other possibilities here include Bridled, 
Great and Lesser Crested Terns. This will be our first chance for world-class snorkeling and to appreciate the 
wonderful undisturbed white sandy beaches with nesting Green and Hawksbill Turtles – and, maybe to discover 
scarce migrants and make new records. 
 

NIGHT: Le Ponant 

 
March 13, Day 6: Sailing the Indian Ocean. Watch for whales, dolphin and porpoise cruising the waters as Le 

Ponant unfurls her 16,140-square-feet of majestic billowing white sails to catch the breeze, heading southwards 
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in the Indian Ocean. There will be an optional program of lectures during the day as we relax and enjoy our 
travels in such a splendid vessel. 
 

NIGHT: Le Ponant 

 
March 14, Day 7: Cosmoledo. Cosmoledo is a small raised coral atoll lying c.120 km east-southeast of 
Aldabra, 700 km east of Africa and 400 km northwest of Madagascar. It comprises thirteen islands and a few 
tiny islets surrounding a roughly circular lagoon. Although quite similar in its geology to Aldabra with 
vegetation dominated by salt-tolerant scrub of Pemphis acidula, there are some extensive open grassy areas 
suitable for three species of ground-nesting seabirds not present on Aldabra: Brown and Masked Boobies (both 
of which have suffered drastic reductions elsewhere in the Indian Ocean, including extinction on some islands) 
and Sooty Tern – one of the largest colonies in the western Indian Ocean. There are also Crested and Black-
naped terns nesting. There used to be a small transient, resident human population surviving on coconut, fishing 
and the exploitation of seabirds, seabird eggs and turtles. However, the atoll has now been abandoned and the 
wildlife has burgeoned. Other species of interest are Dimorphic Little Egrets, large numbers of wintering Crab 
Plovers and unique races of landbirds such as Madagascar White-eye, Madagscar Turtle-dove and Madagascar 
Cisticola. This wonderfully remote island offers further exceptional opportunities for snorkeling on superb coral 
reefs, enjoying idyllic sandy beaches with nesting Green Turtles and soaking up more of that marvelous “away 
from it all” atmosphere. 

NIGHT: Le Ponant 
 
March 15-16, Days 8-9: Aldabra Atoll. We spend two full days exploring one of the world’s most remote 
coral atolls. Magnificent Aldabra, a UNESCO World Heritage Site will be one of the highlights of our travels. 
With a perimeter of 70 miles, Aldabra is one of the largest raised coral atolls in the world, consisting of four 
major islands separated by channels.  It is also one of the earth’s most spectacular wildlife islands; many of 
Aldabra’s species are unique endemics because of its extreme isolation. Giant, Indian Ocean Tortoises – 
estimated to number about 100,000 – roam wild over the island. These behemoths can weight 300 kg, live 150 
years and are now unique to this one island ( the small tortoise populations found on other Seychelles islands all 
originated from this breeding stock). We take our Zodiacs through the narrow pass, riding the rushing tide, to 
skim by a landscape of fascinating eroded limestone topography. Small islets known as champignons, or 
mushrooms, have been sculpted by the tides into fantastical formations. Hundreds of Lesser and Great 
Frigatebirds soar overhead, while Red-footed Boobies nest in the mangrove trees. Many of the birds are 
wonderfully confiding as we seek the rare flightless Aldabra White-throated Rail, Aldabra Drongo, Souimanga 
Sunbird, Madagascar Nightjar, Comoro Blue Pigeon, Madagascar Bulbul, Madagascar Coucal, Madagascar 
White-eye, Madagascar Sacred Ibis, Madagascar Kestrel, Red-headed Fody and Dimorphic Egrets. The 
snorkeling here is world-class as the area has been untouched by hunting for larger game fish. A drift-snorkel 
through one of the passes will be memorable. Apart from a bewildering array of classic reef fish we may find 
giant manta rays, green and hawksbill turtles, huge groupers, wrasse, parrotfish - and sharks: very benign and 
smallish! A visit to the small scientific research station on Picard Island may produce nesting Green Turtles, 
views of the amazing variety of crustaceans including the huge Robber Crabs and many opportunities to 
photograph the mighty tortoises of this spectacular island. 
 

NIGHT: Le Ponant 

 
March 17, Day 10: Astove Islands. At only 2 miles long Astove Island is a smaller atoll containing a truly 
beautiful lagoon, where predatory fish have been seen jumping out of the water trying to catch low-flying 
shorebirds! Now a deserted island, it was formerly inhabited by African slaves who escaped a Portuguese ship in 
1760. More recently an eccentric Englishman, Mark Veevers-Carter brought his wife and children to live here in 
the late 1960s. He went off the island to attend the dentist in Kenya in 1979 (hitching a lift on a passing freight 
ship!) but died in the dentist’s chair. Their abandoned homestead sits eerily quiet next to a historic cemetery, 
where graves are crafted from carved coral blocks. We’ll land by Zodiac on a sandy beach adjoined by turtle 
grass and dotted with sea turtle nest-sites, scooped out by female Hawksbill and Green Turtles. Abandoned 
coconut plantations are dotted with casuarinas and Indian almond trees, where special birds include the local 
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race of Souimanga Sunbird and the buchenorum race of Madagascar Cisticola. Zodiac cruises into the 
mangrove-edged lagoon may provide sightings of turtles, Crab Plovers, Caspian Terns and migrant shorebirds. 
Snorkelers will delight in the superb submerged kaleidoscope of undisturbed reefs with clouds of tropical fish of 
all varieties and sizes. 

NIGHT: Le Ponant 

 
March 18, Day 11: Sailing the Indian Ocean. Another relaxed day enjoying our onboard lectures, and 
watching for whales, dolphins, porpoises and seabirds from Le Ponant as we begin our return northward in the 
Indian Ocean. 

NIGHT: Le Ponant 

 
March 19, Day 12: African Banks. This is a small and rarely visited site, which will be a true exploration for 
us - and the ship! All sorts of surprises could await us. Located within the Amirantes group of low-lying oceanic 
islands, this was one island until 1976, but the flat sandstone base has now been eroded into two comprising 
about 2200 acres. All that remains of a past human occupation in this extremely remote place is a derelict 
lighthouse. The whole area is virtually treeless, covered in grass and low scrub and the nesting site for large 
colonies of ground-nesting seabirds such as Black-naped and Sooty Terns and Brown Noddy. Roseate Terns 
also breed, but may be absent at this time of year. One of the main attractions of exploring this location is its 
reputation as a magnet for shorebirds, migrants and vagrants. Few birders have ever reached this site, but those 
who have report counts of over 20,000 shorebirds on passage – a possibility well worth checking out as we head 
north back to the granitic Seychelles. 

NIGHT: Le Pontnat 

 
March 20, Day 13: Conception, Silhouette and Cousin Islands. As we return to the granitic Seychelles early 
this morning we may have the chance for a second attempt at finding Seychelles White-eyes. A healthy 
population of this scarce and declining species was discovered in 1997 on tiny Conception Island (just c.160 
acres and 1 mile off the northwest coast of Mahe), making the species’ future look slightly rosier. Access to 
Conception is difficult, with steep slopes covered in dense woodland and scrub growing over large rocks and 
crevasses. There is no beach, no water and has been uninhabited since 1970 – a wonderfully inhospitable 
location for a rare bird to survive! We may be able to find birds from our zodiacs or the ship as we 
circumnavigate.  
 
Silhouette is a high granitic island with rugged green contours. The Seychelles’ third largest island, it is named 
for an 18th-century French minister, Etienne de Silhouette. The island’s hamlets are linked by walking tracks 
used by the islanders, who cultivate sugar cane, coconut palms, and cinnamon. This densely forested island 
offers nature walks and spectacular snorkeling and diving. “Survival-of-the-fittest” walkers may hike uphill to 
search for the carnivorous pitcher plant in pockets of virgin forest.  
 
Cousin Island is a Special Nature Reserve that was purchased by the Royal Society for Nature Conservation 
(RSNC) in 1968 and held in trust for BirdLife International (then the ICBP). In 2002, agreement was reached to 
transfer ownership directly to BirdLife International. The island is now managed by Nature Seychelles (formerly 
BirdLife Seychelles). The three key birds here are Seychelles Magpie-Robin, Seychelles Brush-Warbler and 
Seychelles Fody. Both the magpie-robin and the warbler have, in the past, hovered on the brink of extinction. 
All are now locally common on the island. In addition, Audubon’s and Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, White-tailed 
Tropicbird, Brown and Lesser Noddies, Bridled and Fairy Terns all breed. Because this tiny, sandy, rocky island 
has never had a permanent human population, the birds breed densely, in their thousands and are very 
approachable. 
 
Set sail in the late afternoon for Praslin Island. Overnight at anchor along her shores. 
 
March 21, Day 14: Praslin and La Digue Islands. Praslin Island’s enchanting Vallée de Mai National Park is 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Its high-canopied primeval palm forest is home to 4,000 endemic coco-de-mer 
palms with mammoth, fan-shaped fronds. These astonishing, long-lived trees grow over 100 feet tall. The palm 
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bears the world’s largest nut, weighing 20-40 pounds and requiring 7-10 years to mature. The enormous double-
lobed coconut was once thought to be produced by giant sub-oceanic trees, as the nut was occasionally found 
washed up in the Maldives (hence its scientific name Lodoicea maldivica. Several other endemic palm species 
populate this magical valley. The target bird here is the Seychelles  subspecies of Black Parrot (Lesser Vasa 
Parrot) now sometimes treated as a distinct species Seychelles Black Parrot - Coracopsis barklyi. The core of 
the species’ range is the Vallée de Mai National Park where they feed extensively on the fruits of an endemic 
palm Vershaffeltia splendida, which grows along the river valleys. There are many other chances here to find 
other special Seychelles birds and perhaps Seychelles Flying Fox. 
 
La Digue’s beauty surpasses the imagination. Giant, pink granite boulders and tall, waving palms offset 
postcard-perfect white beaches including one of the world’s most justly famed beaches, Anse La Source 
d’Argent. La Digue is a tiny, relaxed and picturesque island with quaint, balconied houses and shops with 
Seychellois handicrafts. It is also the only island where the spectacular Seychelles Paradise Flycatcher occurs. 
Although it is a rare bird (<200 individuals), it should be fairly easy to find. We can walk or take an ox-drawn 
cart just a kilometre or so to the La Digue Veuve Reserve (Veuve is the local name for the flycatcher) to look for 
this gem amongst patches of mature coastal broad-leaved woodland on which it depends. 
  

NIGHT: Le Ponant 

 
March 22, Day 15: Curieuse and Aride Islands. Our ship anchors at Curieuse, a tiny paradise island with a 
sanctuary for giant land tortoises. There are Giant Tortoise species in only two locations worldwide – Galapagos 
and Aldabra. However, they were formerly more widespread on oceanic islands, including a species of a 
different genus occurring on the granitic Seychelles. Individuals in the sanctuary on Curieuse may be from this 
species, once presumed extinct. We can hear more about this intriguing possibility at the breeding project’s HQ. 
 
Aride is a striking island and fantastic seabird colony. It has been protected since 1973 when purchased by 
Christopher Cadbury on behalf of RSNC. It has had legal status as a Special Reserve since 1979 and is now 
managed by the Island Conservation Society of Seychelles. Once ashore, we find a treasure-trove of rare plants 
and more breeding seabirds than anywhere else in the region; White-tailed and Red-tailed Tropicbirds, Sooty 
Terns, Audubon’s and Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, the Seychelles’ largest colony of Lesser Noddys along with 
Brown Noddys. Great and Lesser Frigatebirds are common offshore. There are some very special endemic 
plants including the magenta Wright’s Gardenia, found nowhere else in the world. The island also boasts one of 
the world’s largest concentration of lizards including the endemic Wright’s Skink which have a fascinating 
ecological connection with the birds and special plant-life. There are also healthy relocated populations of some 
of Seychelles most scarce and threatened landbirds easily found here: Seychelles Brush-Warbler, Seychelles 
Magpie-Robin and Seychelles Fody. Seychelles Blue Pigeon and Seychelles Sunbird have both recently returned 
to breed on Aride without assistance. 

NIGHT: Le Ponant 

 
March 23, Day 16: Victoria, Mahé/Disembark/Flights home. We disembark after breakfast and transfer to 
our hotel dayrooms. We have lunch in Mahé and then transfer to the airport for international flights home. 
 

NIGHT: Onboard Commercial Flights 

 

March 24, Day 17: Arrive home.  Depending on each participant’s flights and final destination, you will 
arrive home either late in the evening on March 23rd or sometime on March 24th. 
 
TOUR SIZE: This tour will be limited to 56 participants. 
  
TOUR LEADERS:  Peter Roberts, Victor Emanuel, Barry Lyon, Joel Simon and Ross Wanless. 
 
Peter Roberts is based in Britain and has been a keen naturalist since childhood in London. While birds remain 
his main interest, close contenders include whale-watching, the big game animals of Africa, snorkeling, and the 
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study of insects. A varied, lifelong career has included conservation and wildlife related work from nature 
reserve management and teaching wildlife field courses to ornithological survey and research, environmental 
consulting, and work for the United Kingdom government's Department of the Environment. Wardening the 
bird-banding station on the Welsh island of Bardsey for seven years, and a year managing the Aldabra Research 
Station in the Indian Ocean, stimulated a passion for seabirds and islands. His work has taken him to 
archipelagos worldwide from Antarctica, Falklands, New Zealand, Juan Fernandez, Galapagos, Hawaii, 
Seychelles, and Sao Tome north to the Shetlands, Spitsbergen, Pribilofs, and Aleutians. Peter has an MSc in 
woodland invertebrate ecology. He has published research on various subjects from the feeding ecology of fruit 
bats to bird migration, identification, and behavior to ecology of seabirds and Red-billed Choughs. Tour-leading 
for over 30 years has now become virtually full-time and resulted in travel to over 75 countries on all seven 
continents, concentrating in particular on the birds, history, and wildlife of Europe and Africa. 
 
Victor Emanuel started birding in Texas 59 years ago at the age of eight. His travels have taken him to all the 
continents, with his areas of concentration being Texas, Arizona, Mexico, Panama, and Peru. He is the founder 
and compiler for 40 years of the record-breaking Freeport Christmas Bird Count, and served a term as president 
of the Texas Ornithological Society. Birds and natural history have been a major focus throughout his life. He 
derives great pleasure from seeing and hearing birds, and sharing with others these avian sights and sounds, both 
the common ones and the more unusual ones. He initiated the first birding camps for young people, and 
considers that one of his greatest achievements. Victor holds a B.A. in zoology and botany from the University 
of Texas and an M.A. in government from Harvard. In 1993, he was the recipient of the Roger Tory Peterson 
Excellence in Birding Award, given by the Houston Audubon Society in recognition of a lifetime of dedication 
to careful observation, education, and addition to the body of avian knowledge. In 2004, he received the Roger 
Tory Peterson Award from the American Birding Association, and the Arthur A. Allen Award from the Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology. Victor is a member of the board of the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, and the 
American Bird Conservancy.  
 
Barry Lyon’s passion for the outdoors and birding has its roots in his childhood where he grew up in southern 
California. Through his early and teenage years his developing interests were nurtured by summertime camping 
trips to southern Arizona and road trips throughout the American West. He attended three VENT/ABA youth 
birding camps, which would ultimately pave the way for his future involvement with VENT. While in college, 
Barry studied history and political science, with an emphasis on environment and development politics. He 
holds a B.A. from the University of Arizona at Tucson from which he graduated in 1994.  He joined the VENT 
team in 1995 and hasn’t looked back. Barry has guided tours throughout the United States and Canada, as well 
as to Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, and the Caribbean. In the summer of 2004 he relocated to Austin and joined 
the staff in an administrative position. Barry will continue to lead a limited number of tours, but his increased 
responsibilities include new tour development and assisting in marketing and advertising efforts. 
 
Joel Simon came to the travel industry after a long history of independent travel. Specializing in educational 
group travel since 1980, he has participated in over 200 land, sea, train, and plane-based programs for 
organizations such as the Smithsonian Institution, World Wildlife Fund, American Museum of Natural History, 
Stanford, Harvard, MIT, and California Academy of Sciences. In doing so, he has designed and implemented 
marine ecology programs to tropical destinations across the globe. As a marine biologist, Joel has extensive 
experience in the Caribbean and much of the South Pacific, especially Fiji, Tonga, and Australia’s Great Barrier 
Reef. His background in marine biology, coupled with his knowledge of the travel industry, makes him an ideal 
resource for travel programs focused on shallow aquatic environments. 
  
Joel’s interest in marine biology began in grade school. While an adolescent he started an Explorer’s troop 
focused on marine biology. While in high school, he was a camp counselor and marine biology instructor at the 
YMCA Camp on Catalina Island. At age 12, he designed, built, and somehow survived using his own SCUBA 
equipment. Later, at the ripe old age of 15 (the minimum legal age), he became an NAUI certified SCUBA 
diver. 
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While a student at Stanford, Joel studied marine biology and engineering, and received both undergraduate and 
graduate degrees from the university. He also co-taught the SCUBA program at Stanford for five years. For five 
summers, he worked as a Marine Biology and SCUBA instructor for the Northfield/Mt. Hermon college-
accredited summer program on St. Croix in the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
 
Joel is a nationally-recognized advocate for marine conservation, especially when it concerns snorkelers. During 
the 1990s he was an Editor for Skin Diver Magazine writing 40 articles on snorkeling and shallow-water marine 
biology. In 1995, he founded Sea for Yourself, www.seaforyourself.com, based in Menlo Park, California. The 
company offers small group marine ecology programs designed specifically for snorkelers of all ages and skill 
levels to a variety of destinations worldwide. 
 
The numerous photographs Joel has taken during his travels to over 90 countries on all seven continents are 
available through his stock agency, Joel Simon Images. For more information, visit the site at 
www.joelsimonimages.com. 
 
Ross Wanless is based in Cape Town, South Africa and is a professional ornithologist, conservation biologist 
and, whenever time permits, birder and naturalist guide. There are two great passions in his professional life, 
islands and seabirds. Ross’s interest in islands started on Aldabra Atoll, where he did the fieldwork for his MSc 
degree, reintroducing the flightless rail to Picard Island. In between extended stays on Aldabra, he visited and 
birded virtually all the significant islands in the Seychelles, as well as Mauritius, Reunion, and Comoros. From 
the Seychelles, he went on to study islands from the deep south subantarctic to the Tropics, and has specialized 
in spending lots of time on islands that very few people ever get to visit. Ross holds a PhD from the University 
of Cape Town for research done on Gough Island in the South Atlantic. He has used the results of this work to 
drive several conservation initiatives for the seabirds as well as the restoration of Gough’s ecology. Ross has 
traveled widely and birded wherever he goes, and if he is not producing scientific papers for international 
journals, he writes popular articles and publishes his photographs in birding magazines. At home, he regularly 
indulges in his passion for seabirds by arranging and leading pelagic birding trips to the legendary seas off Cape 
Town. 
 
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: Cabins are $12,500 per person based on double occupancy. All 

staterooms are outside cabins with double or twin beds, private bathroom facilities (with showers, wash basin, 
and bath robes), dressing gowns, mini-bar, private safe, hi-fi system, plasma screen TV/DVD, telephone, 
individual air conditioning. Cabins will be reserved on a first-come, first-served basis. Those single travelers 
who wish to share their cabin room will be guaranteed the double occupancy fare, whether or not a cabin-mate is 
available. Limited singles are available at 1.7 times the share rate.  
 
Please Note: If you are traveling alone and wish to share accommodations, a roommate will be assigned to you 
whenever possible. VENT pairs participants based on same sex. If a roommate cannot be found, you may be 
asked to pay a single supplement for the land portion of the program. 
 
Price includes one pre-cruise night at the Le Meridien Barbarons in Mahe, including breakfasts and all taxes 
and service charges; 12 nights aboard the Le Ponant  in outside staterooms with lower beds, individual 
temperature controls, and private bathroom facilities; all meals during the cruise, starting with dinner on Day 3 
and ending with breakfast on Day 16; sightseeing and shore excursions included throughout the voyage; all port 
charges; all transfers between airport, hotel, and ship for VENT passengers traveling on scheduled dates of 
departure and return; services of the tour leaders; Captain’s welcome aboard and farewell receptions and dinners 
aboard the Le Ponant; services of Le Ponant’s staff, including a cruise director; and port charges. 
 
Not included in the cruise price is air transportation from the passenger’s home to Mahé and return; fuel 
surcharges assessed by Compagnie Des Iles Du Ponant; meals other than those previously noted; excess 
baggage charges; international and domestic departure taxes; passport or visa fees (if applicable); beverages, 
wines, liquors, or refreshments additional to meals provided; personal and baggage insurance; accommodations, 
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meals, and transfers prior to joining/after leaving the group; gratuities to the staff and crew of Le Ponant; and all 
items of a personal nature. 
 
TOUR REGISTRATION: To register for this tour, please contact the VENT office. The deposit for this tour is 
$2,500 per person. If you prefer to pay your deposit by check, your tour space will be held for 10 days to allow 
time for the VENT office to receive your deposit and completed registration form. If you prefer to pay your 
deposit using a credit card, your deposit must be made with MasterCard or Visa at the time of registration. The 
VENT registration form should then be completed, signed, and returned to the VENT office. Full payment of the 
tour fee is due 120 days prior to the tour departure date. 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Refunds are made according to the following schedule: if cancellation is made 
120 days or more before the tour departure date, the deposit less a $1,000 per person administrative fee is 
refundable. Cancellations made between 90 and 119 days prior to departure are subject to a cancellation fee of 
60% of the expedition fare. If cancellation is made fewer than 90 days before departure date, no refund is 
available whether previous paid or not. This policy and fee schedule also applies to pre-trip and post-trip 
extensions, as well as any transfers from one tour to another. We strongly recommend the purchase of trip 

cancellation insurance to protect yourself. 
 
  If you cancel:     Your refund will be: 
  120 days or more before departure date  Your deposit minus $1,000. 
  90 through 119 days before departure date 60% of expedition fare 
  Fewer than 90 days before departure date No refund available. 
 
 
TRIP CANCELLATION INSURANCE: Application forms for optional coverage for baggage, illness, and 
trip cancellation can be obtained through the VENT office. We strongly recommend that you purchase trip 
cancellation insurance to protect yourself against losses due to accidents or illness. Check with your insurance 
agent regarding coverage you may presently have via other insurance policies that may cover illness during your 
trip. Waiver for pre-existing conditions is available, however, stipulations apply, usually requiring the 
purchase of the insurance soon after registering. Contact the VENT office prior to registration for details. 
 
Victor Emanuel Nature Tours is not a participant in the California Travel Consumer Restitution Fund. 
California law requires certain sellers of travel to have a trust account or bond. This business has a bond 
issued by Travelers in the amount of $50,000. CST #2014998-50. 
 
FUEL AND FUEL SURCHARGES: In the uncertain, often volatile oil market of late, it is difficult – if not 
impossible – to predict fuel costs over the long term, and more specifically, at the time of operation of this 
voyage. Our prices are based upon the prevailing fuel rates at the time of brochure printing. While we will do 
everything possible to maintain our prices, if the fuel rates increase significantly, it may be necessary to institute 
a fuel surcharge. 
 
EXCHANGE RATE SURCHARGES: In the erratic global financial markets of today, it is difficult to predict 
foreign currency exchange rates over the long term or at the time of operation of a tour or cruise departure. Tour 
prices are based upon the rate of exchange at the time of itinerary publication. If exchange rates change 
drastically, it may be necessary to implement a surcharge. If a surcharge is necessary, every effort will be made 
to minimize the amount. In many cases, these additional foreign exchange rate surcharges are passed to VENT 
by its vendors and suppliers.  
 
AIR INFORMATION: Victor Emanuel Travel is a full-service travel agency and wholly owned subsidiary 

of VENT. Victor Emanuel Travel will be happy to assist you in making air arrangements. Airline tickets carry 
restrictions due to the airfare used. You may find that your ticket cannot be reissued or exchanged for another air 
carrier or routing. Cancellation penalties and change fees may be assessed for any changes to the ticket. These 
charges are solely your responsibility. First- and business-class travel is available on some flights.  All requests 
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for travel assistance (air tickets, additional hotels, etc.) must be received no later than 60 days prior to 

departure date.  Within 60 days, arrangements must be made on your own. 
 
ABOUT THE LE PONANT: 
 
Tonnage: 1,000  Length: 290 feet 
Speed: 10-12 knots Ship Registry: France 
 
This beautifully appointed 290-foot vessel was built in France in 1991. Le Ponant is a sleek white, three-masted 
sailing vessel built to the highest international standards for safety and elegance. Only 56 passengers will travel 
on board, along with a crew of 30. In addition to her 16,140 square feet of sail, she features a gourmet and open-
air restaurant, lounge, bar, and book and video room. The ship is also fully equipped with Zodiacs and has the 
capabilities and equipment needed for snorkeling and diving.  
 
LAUNDRY SERVICE: Limited laundry services are available aboard ship. Laundry is handled by the crew 
staff. Charges are posted on the ship. 
 
WHAT TO EXPECT: 
For most activities, a relatively low level of exertion is required. You will need to climb into and out of Zodiacs 
for excursions ashore, where staff and crew will be on hand to assist. Snorkeling and diving activities may begin 
from the Zodiacs or from beaches. You will have opportunities to snorkel and/or dive over some of the world's 
most colorful reefs on nearly every day of this voyage in comfortably warm waters.    
 
On shore excursions, you must be able to walk moderate distances over beaches and occasionally rough terrain. 
Opportunities will be available for leisurely beach and village strolls, as well as optional hikes requiring more 
exertion. Our expedition staff and renowned lecture team of naturalists will be at your side, enlightening you 
both ashore and afloat. 
 
CLIMATE: The Seychelles experience warm temperatures year-round. Lows are generally in the mid 70s F. (24 
C) and highs from mid 80s (30-31C). Bring a light rain jacket as showers occur from December – March.  
 
CLOTHING: Depending on weather, heat, and your susceptibility to the sun, you could bring a mix of T-shirts 
and long-sleeved and lightweight blouses or shirts. Shorts and light weight, washable pants (especially those that 
convert into shorts by unzipping legs) are also recommended. Easily washable, quick-drying clothes are useful, 
though there are laundry facilities onboard so you can pack lightly! There are few opportunities for any serious 
hiking, so lighter walking shoes/sneakers should be adequate. On board and for making wet landings, waterproof 
sandals are recommended. A sunhat and sunglasses are essential. 
 
BAGGAGE: The airlines now strictly enforce baggage regulations. Excess baggage charges, which can be 
substantial, are the personal responsibility of each participant. Some airlines, including Delta, American, and 
Lufthansa, have significantly lowered their weight allowances for checked and carry-on baggage, some to as 
little as 50 lbs per bag. Please consult your airline to find out specific weight restrictions. 
 
As a precaution against lost luggage, we suggest that you pack a change of clothes, your optics and other 
valuables, medication, toiletries, and important travel documents, and any other essentials in your carry-on bag. 
 
EQUIPMENT: Your leaders will carry a spotting scope for all to use.  There is limited use for telescopes, so you 
may consider leaving this bulky and heavy piece of equipment at home.  A small waterproof daypack for carrying 
your essentials ashore is useful. You should bring all the camera equipment and spare batteries and film you need 
(especially if using slide film), as we will be in remote areas where no supplies are available. 
 
DOCUMENTS:  
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PASSPORTS 

Passports and visas are required for all U.S. and Canadian passengers. Non-U.S. or Canadian citizens should 
check with their consulate or embassy for instructions. Please check the expiration date on your passport. If it is 
not valid for at least six months after your trip return date, you will need to get it renewed. You will also want to 
make sure that you have at least two blank pages in your passport for stamps.  
 
If you need a passport, you should get it well in advance of your trip departure date. Allow four to six weeks to 
obtain a passport. For additional fees, a passport can be issued on an expedited basis. In the United States this 
can be done at the nearest passport office, most post offices, or the county clerk’s office. You may also visit 
www.state.gove/travel/ for information on how to get or renew a passport. 
 
As a safety measure, photocopy the first two pages of your passport. Keep the photocopies in a safe place, so if 
your passport is lost you will have proof of identification. Your passport should be signed and easily available at 
all times. You will need it for check-in at the airport on your first day of departure, so do not pack it in your 
checked luggage. 
 
On board ship, it is customary for the purser to hold all passports for clearance with Customs and Immigration 
authorities. Your passport will be collected prior to or upon embarkation, and returned upon disembarkation. 
Your passport will be returned to you upon request at any time during the cruise. 
 
VISAS 
Visa can be issued upon arrival for stay of up to 1 month.  There is no charge for this visa, and it is extendible 
for up to 1 year.   Please Note: There is an airport departure tax of $40, which must be paid in U.S. dollars and is 
not included in your tour fee.  For more information, consult Permanent Mission of Seychelles to the UN, 800 
Second Ave., Suite 400, New York, NY 10017 (212/972-1785).  Non-U.S. or Canadian citizens should check 
with their consulate or embassy for information and instructions on foreign entry requirements. 
 

CLIMATE: The Seychelles experience warm temperatures year-round. Lows are generally in the mid 70s F. (24 
C) and highs from mid 80s (30-31C). Bring a light rain jacket as showers occur from December – March.  
 
CLOTHING: Depending on weather, heat, and your susceptibility to the sun, you could bring a mix of T-shirts 
and long-sleeved and lightweight blouses or shirts. Shorts and light weight, washable pants (especially those that 
convert into shorts by unzipping legs) are also recommended. Easily washable, quick-drying clothes are useful, 
though there are laundry facilities onboard so you can pack lightly! There are few opportunities for any serious 
hiking, so lighter walking shoes/sneakers should be adequate. On board and for making wet landings, waterproof 
sandals are recommended. A sunhat and sunglasses are essential.  
 
SUGGESTED READING:  
 
Birds 
Adrian Skerrett, Ian Bullock & Disley. Birds of the Seychelles. 2001. (A&C Black). This guide covers 242 
species illustrated, including all the endemics. 53 colour plates, 320 pages. The best guide available for the 
Seychelles. 
 
Ian Sinclair & Oliver Langrand. Birds of the Indian Ocean Islands. 2003. (New Holland). A new edition of the 
first field guide illustrating all the 359 regularly encountered species of Madagascar, Mauritius, Réunion, 
Rodrigues, the Seychelles and the Comoros, many of them endemic to the area. 65 Colour plates by leading bird 
artists; Norman Arlott, Hilary Burn, Peter Hayman and Ian Lewington. 359 distribution maps. 184 pages.  
Useful if anticipating further visits to other Indian Ocean island groups. 
 
General 
Mike Hill & Dave Currie. Collins Traveller's Guide to the Wildlife of Seychelles. 2006. (Harper Collins). Covers 
over 350 commonly seen species of bird, mammal, reptile, invertebrate, plant and marine life. Illustrated with 
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over 550 colour photos, maps and drawings. Written by wildlife experts with extensive knowledge of the area. 
Includes information on the history, climate, geology and conservation of the islands. The most complete 
identification guide to the wildlife of the Seychelles. 272 pages. 
 
John Bowler. Wildlife Of The Seychelles. 2006. A comprehensive photographic guide to the birds, mammals, 
reptiles, amphibians, dragonflies, butterflies and other conspicuous invertebrates likely to be encountered in the 
Seychelles. Covers identification, breeding, distribution, population and conservation status. Colour 
photographs, 192pp.                  
 
Rosemary Wise. A Fragile Eden: Portraits Of The Endemic Flowering Plants Of The Granitic Seychelles. 1998. 
This beautiful book filled as it is with full-colour illustrations of some of the world's most unusual plants. Most 
of the plants first described over one hundred years ago are still to be found on the islands despite modern day 
habitat pressures. Many are becoming extremely rare however. The artist has also written the accompanying text 
describing this unique flora. 79 colour plates line drawings map 192pp. 

 
INSIGHT GUIDE: Mauritius, Reunion & Seychelles. 2000. Comprehensive background information and an 
invaluable on-the-spot companion. Detailed cross-reference maps clearly highlight dive sites, pristine beaches 
and remote islands.                  
 
Lyn Mair & Lynnath Beckley. SEYCHELLES The Bradt Travel Guide. 2001.Offers a fascinating introduction to 
the islands' extraordinary biodiversity, from birds and coral reefs to nature reserves and conservation projects. 
Maps, 200pp 
 
Skerrett & Skerrett. Spectrum Guide To Seychelles. (Camerapix). Apart from much general tourist information 
the book also has an extended section on all aspects of natural history. Colour photos, maps 352pp.   
 
Skerrett & Skerrett. The Beauty Of The Seychelles. 1991. (Camerapix). A handy sized pocket guide to this 
stunningly beautiful archipelago. Excellent photos & lively text. Colour photos 128pp 1991  
Skerrett & Skerrett. The Beautiful Plants Of Seychelles. 1991. (Camerapix). A useful guide to the most 
noticeable plants on the islands whether natural or cultivated. Illustrated with colour photos 125pp. 
 
Robertson. Flowering Plants Of Seychelles. 1989. (RBGK). An Annotated Check-List of Angiosperms And 
Gymnosperms. Line Drawings and information on islands where each species is found names of original 
collectors followed by a description of each plant. 327pp.   

 
Sound Guides 
 Aurora Solé, Gilles Abbé et al. Sounds of Seychelles (Double CD). A general recording of typical sounds of the 
Seychelles. Soundscapes on one CD, sounds of fauna on the second CD.  
 
Gerard Rocamora & Aurora Solé. Seychelles, Fauna of the granitic islands. (Single CD). Songs, calls and other 
sounds of 51 animals - 33 birds, 5 mammals, 2 reptiles, 3 frogs and 8 insects. Each species is illustrated by a 
colour painting and the text provides information on the characteristics of its vocalisations, its biology or status.  

 
RESPONSIBILITY: Victor Emanuel Nature Tours, Inc. (VENT) and/or its Agents act only as agents for the 
passenger in regard to travel, whether by railroad, motorcar, motorcoach, boat, or airplane and assume no 
liability for injury, damage, loss, accident, delay, or irregularity which may be occasioned either by reason of 
defect in any vehicle or for any reason whatsoever, or through the acts or default of any company or person 
engaged in conveying the passenger or in carrying out the arrangements of the tour. VENT and its agents can 
accept no responsibility for losses or additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other services, 
sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, or other causes. All such losses or expenses will have to be borne by 
the passenger, as tour rates provide for arrangements only for the time stated. The right is reserved to substitute 
hotels of similar category for those indicated and to make any changes in the itinerary where deemed necessary 
or caused by changes in air schedules. The right is reserved to cancel any tour prior to departure, in which case 
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full refund will constitute full settlement to the passenger. The right is reserved to substitute leaders on any tour. 
Where this is necessary, notification will be given to tour members. No refund will be made for any unused 
portion of the tour unless arrangements are made in sufficient time to avoid penalties. The prices of the tours are 
based on tariffs and exchange rates in effect January 25, 2007 and are subject to adjustment in the event of any 
change therein. The right is reserved to decline to accept or to retain any person as a member of any tour. 
Baggage is at owner's risk entirely. The airlines concerned and their agents and affiliates are not to be held 
responsible for any act, omission, or event during the time passengers are not on board their aircraft. The 
passenger ticket in use by said airlines, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the airlines and 
the purchaser of these tickets and/or passenger. The services of any I.A.T.A.N. carrier may be used for these 
tours, and transportation within the United States may be provided by any member carrier of the Airline 
Reporting Corporation. 


